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Abstract:

The study, "The Use of Musical Instruments in the Worship of Kuzhumayi Amman," explores the cultural
significance and use of musical instruments in the worship of the folk deity, Kuzhumayi Amman. It highlights the
importance of "material culture studies" in understanding a society's traditions and way of life. The article focuses
on three specific instruments: Tharai, Parai and Tamukku or kadinga.

The Tharai is a wind instrument made of bronze that is played during the deity's procession and when the
deity is placed on and taken off the chariot. Historically, it was used to signal danger, communicate between
groups, and announce the arrival of kings or deities. The Parai is an integral part of the festival, played from the
beginning to the end, and especially during the ritual dance of the oracle. The Tamukku, a leather instrument, is
considered the guardian deity Kuzhumayi Amman. It is made by the Paraiyar community and is believed to ward
off evil spirits. The people who create the instrument also worship it in their homes after the festival, a practice
that reflects a belief in the divine power residing within musical instruments, a notion also found in Sangam
literature and among certain Dravidian tribes.
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epsvid B)dhdsmadll LuHmlw GlFglser Sl L i’ L evr.
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Qpslw plolings wuagin Gewsssiiu@amsun SUEPHTL G BriLri Gpia auflumrige
@ ewFsslLBeuensud Pl L sIng). LD @ewadssmeal HTLLTT Gsiiey eufluri e Hallidhs
Quevrs LT () LilsiTsent] CaTeanTL_g) sTeaTU®SWD Bl WYYSIDSI. PHODS H1dhd sTaID Fmi
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RDMMSH HUPSHBT LIWSTUTL DL WD HH6dT FLBIFIWID (WPHIWsHgHauGHemsub Holw  (pLyFmgi.
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