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Abstract:

Tamil language education holds a unique place in the social, political, and cultural history of Sri Lanka.
The development of Tamil language education has been influenced and advanced by various impacts across
different periods. This research paper examines how Tamil language education evolved and developed from the
colonial period to the present day. Initially, Tamil language education was sustained through monasteries, thinnai
schools (traditional veranda schools), and Shaivite and Buddhist religious schools. During the colonial era,
especially under Portuguese, Dutch, and British rule, missionary schools and government schools played a
significant role in Tamil education. During this period, Tamil language education underwent a temporary shift
from a religious basis to a formal school-based system. Before and after independence, a crucial milestone in the
development of Tamil language education was the 1945 Free Education Policy. Currently, Tamil language
education is becoming firmly established in higher education and technical education in Sri Lanka due to
information technology, trilingual policy, and private and international cooperation. This research aims to explain
the development of Tamil language education in Sri Lanka.
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I3 SHBHETID HWIOGHNT. HHHDHTHH DG Lileir, Qe CuhelsTanrL sevall £idhdbsmiser HL0lpEITLHE
sevailewiwl ClLTgdh sevall ewLliLileT h PoHEW Y BISLTS THBIWG. HTewT Hevall eumiwibiserflsir
Bimisusy, @evausssevall, UTL U555 lplCursd, QAflwi vuilnd yHlwemer slipsassvallenws
uIIL(BsFler. eresflepd Gumri, @)L b6luwie), eueThiGafllsdT LUDDTSEGH®DH GUTHTDH FoumTeLL6IT
slpsEsevaiuiler austisflepw Fev LGFlsaflsy sTLSILRSS . SHCLUTMSW GHedled CHTLHILBIL LI
IlitenLuilevrer sHMeV, F)HOwTflEseval, LHMID 2 wissVall euTiiliLser GOl LoTewTeuiaseaflsi
Hevall PeTCATHMSHF D& YW LUTewSHemer SmobHaTmet. 61dTaTevdbdls0 rmer sevail, CsTflmL L
Q(HBIFEDNTR, FHGlau UTUILILEET FlweunHenm susdluymisgioug suilpssvallullest Bleweouwirer

Hevailuilest eueriFFld @ 9euFwDTeTSTEHLMD.

SIEWT BITMHLIL 19 UI16D
* FwasTeL Hevall Yewmseaflear Hsv uflrewrbiser - CoFr.gbslrCssysr - Gaww(® LB LiLSD,
Q&mepioL, @evmiens (2017)
* WMOWSESS SLOIPT euFeOTm| — FTI6L BTL 6T - FTryed Gleueflufl L &b - OHTL L SHemev - @)eVmhiIens
(2003)
* Qevmiemsulley HllpT Heval eueridAud LilrFsemersepd - CoFr.ohslrGssrer - GlaTwibLd
S0pF FhisD - Qasrepoy, @evnbiens (2002)
* Qevmiensullet sevall sureTm — ewewreui FUT.CwrTsdr - GFww@® U Sliusd, GlsTepLdL,
@eviiens (2008)
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* Qevsiens HLOP6ITLHS sevalluller GBmTs @ Curd @ - Y UuIGa® - (peweiTaui hT.LILsT Gaug|
— QuVBTL (B HL0pd Hevalbgiemm — SLOPLI LIVHMVGHYPSHID - HehFTayT, SOPBTH (2024)

* Qevmimsulled HUpdE Hevallullsit sursvTm — sTel.CaTuTeVFTL] — Bluy, GlFehatl LliaflGas~sTeorv
(1990).
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