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Abstract:

This study explores the expression of Akattinai concepts in the Sangam-era literary work
Ainkurunuru. Akattinai represents the emotional and inner world of humans, depicting feelings such as
love, separation, sorrow, joy, modesty, and affection, often in harmony with nature. The five classical
landscapes Thinai, Kurinji, Mullai, Marutham, Neithal, and Palai—are central to these depictions.
Moreover, the text emphasizes themes such as the dignity of labor, domestic virtues of women, maternal
affection, the wisdom of caretakers, and social customs, thereby broadening the scope of Akattinai.
Human life is portrayed through interactions with living beings and natural symbols, providing a rich
and nuanced understanding of personal and social experiences. Consequently, Ainkurunuru is
considered a seminal work that not only showcases the richness of the Akattinai tradition but also reflects
the depth and values of Sangam culture. This study aims to examine these dimensions in detail.
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