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Abstract:
This study investigates the references to women's games (Magalir Vilaiyaattu) found within the

Thiruvasagam, a revered work of Shaivite devotional literature composed by Manikkavasagar. Ancient
Tamil literature, tracing back to the Sangam period, highlights the enduring practice of worship and
recreation. Thiruvasagam, as part of the twelve Thirumurais (holy anthologies), not only details the
nature of Shiva worship but also incorporates a significant number of references to traditional games.
Games have been a fundamental form of recreation for the people of the Tamil land from the Sangam
era to the present day. Manikkavasagar skillfully adopted the format of folk game songs to express
profound religious fervor and deep emotional connection to the divine. This paper aims to identify the
specific women's games mentioned in Manikkavasagar's hymns, demonstrate their continuity and
relevance in popular culture even today, and analyze the spiritual and cultural benefits derived by the
people through the medium of these playful expressions of devotion. The analysis reveals how
Manikkavasagar uses the joyful activities of women to express his own ecstatic, personal experience of

divine realization.
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#maao (Abstract)

@)bs Uie], TNSSMTFHIT @UDDLILL L ehFeu Fow UGG BeVsbalwsdler Lspelunm
LepL_l1LTer £Harsssdd sraiiu@in wselli aflaerum’ () UHBIW EBIILsmeT ST TiEnS. 565
&TeVD  auewTullevresr LPBISTVS SO @evdsdlwnbiser, suflurl e wjid GUTPHICLITS W u|LD
Caripbg soLUllyss absms dOSSGETLGSTnar.  usal®  Sl;upeonaeafs  (Lealss
Qsredsst) gernrar Hmaurssd, o anfum e serepweswrt LHY afeafiiug wi Glsr),
urrpufu elleerwrt @ssr  updlw  GEIL 558  aaralsmsulorar @GPl smen o
2 _6TETL_&dUsiTeng). Fhidh STV (PSHeD @)eTm suen T LTS Ehd G allemerumi_(h) §p(h jigLILIEDL_WT6sT
QursIGuUTSEE engeinrs @BhHH QIGSDSG. wrellbsarssi, pbs g 2 ewliewealu|,
@ewmeaugyiL 6T YT YT 2 ewTiFFyieuwrer GsTLTewuwd Geuafllliu®ss, BTL(HLILD
allewerwim B UTLV&afleT  augeubems Smewwwirsll LweTUBhSSueTerTi. LoTessildsdseurss et
urLevseflsd MLl Herar @MIOUl L waefli allenarwm_ (Hsenear HewL_WTTLD STESTLIGI, S{e»e
B)STMIID &HSHET HOTFFTTSLHV CHTLTHGI BlewevssHLiLiensd ST (heugl, HMID LSHEGAw &)bs
allewerwim_ (B  eulgeuBISafledT (LPsULD LDEHEBET WL WD eiTLlS WHMID HVOTFFTIL  LIUICTHEDETL
ugliumile) QFwnGs @hasd &L (Hewrullsst CHTHHLTELD. WTawllbsauTssi, CFuials o awrisedlst
BTG CFTHS YOTHSLOWLDTET, Sl L HspiLieudbensd OCeuaflliLihss CluesTHeflssr oalpdd wimer
CFweLLIT(hEHemaT 6TeueuTm| LIWSTLBGSHISIDTT 6TedTLIeNS WD B)hs LGLiuTiiey GeusflliL®ssHISIDSI.

yaHwE QFrmasr (Keywords): glmerssio, wiraslissearssi, weselli allswearwre @ (Magalir
Vilaiyaattu), snseuid, 1155) @lsvssluid, sllifler mr’ HLiLm ailewemwirt’ H%serr, Fmids (3)eV%hMiLh.

(pSTEDIEHT .
LT EEHUTFST LITL VS6T LG FeneusdWIW|D LOSTeNSG 2 (hbhELD HeiTewLow|ld Gl&HTesTL_cmeu.
Flmeurssls uTL V&6fled waafli allsweTwr® b allsewerwr’_Hsewariiuns] LV @)L kiseflsy LT ujeTarTi
S|WUSOTTET  F(h SboTewer , FSHUCUTHHEeTewTD , FH(HBCHTHSHIDL,  F(Hd6\HeTCOTewwTLD
DlmFFTpey ,  Slplyeusvsd Flmeybdlwri, HmebCaHTerCHIEEd ,5(HLICLITETTFL (Lp& 6V T6VT
urLsvsst allewerwirl_(Qasemerts  uny @GOIOUGSDTT . @B LUTL VST allewerwiri (Haefler

aulg g glev @ewmeussiler GlLihewsemerts GUTHM! LTy HID suewdulled (6w LobdI6T6T6T.
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©pTesrds &HLbLiler Gbaflsmeuts LiTenas
BTDG Iflw pwsmS HHETS
CoHemarLl LId Feneu I, uller Tenesrd
AHH0 YGbSI H5EdH a1
Camremer WL misHaH1 65T [B)C\% TevsTL
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QUENITIY T BISG EH6T L% LD ClMwgl, |TF eussT()) SsLevg CHTHSHIDLI. FeTedTLoT % EMh6IT LOTEn(L
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BTSYILD 6T FHENBHUJLD BTUIH 5@ 6Teu aflL_dCHTLD
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