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Introduction

Language reflects human thought, culture, and social interaction. Words are not always limited to a single
meaning; instead, they often carry multiple interpretations. This characteristic enhances flexibility and creativity
in communication. In English, words with identical spelling or pronunciation but different meanings are called
homonyms. Tamil, one of the oldest classical languages, recognizes a similar linguistic feature termed “g5
QerevasL L Glummper,” meaning one word with many meanings.”

Language is the primary tool for communication among human beings. Every language has unique
features that help speakers express ideas, emotions, and experiences. One such feature is homonymy, where a
single word form carries more than one meaning. Homonyms are found in almost all natural languages and play
a crucial role in semantics and lexicology.

English, spoken worldwide, has evolved through centuries of borrowing and phonetic change, resulting
in a large number of homonyms. Tamil, one of the oldest classical languages in the world, has developed
homonyms mainly due to phonetic overlap and grammatical usage.

This comparative study aims to analyze homonyms in English and Tamil in order to understand how two
structurally different languages manage meaning ambiguity. The study also explores how homonyms affect
learners, translators, and everyday communication.

Although the core idea is similar, the grammatical treatment and usage of such words differ between
English and Tamil. This article aims to analyze and compare these two linguistic phenomena in a systematic
manner.

Concept of Homonyms in English
Definition

In English, homonyms are words that share the same form (spelling or pronunciation) but differ in
meaning. The term originates from Greek words homos (same) and onyma (name).
Types of Homonyms

English homonyms are generally classified into three categories:
a)Homonyms (same spelling and pronunciation)

DOI: https://doi.org/tm07010126 51|Page



https://doi.org/tm07010126
mailto:sivaraina067@gmail.com
mailto:sivaraina067@gmail.com
https://tamilmanam.in/journal/
http://creativecommons.org/license/by/4.0/

spiwed FiuGsss P yuiaisp! Tamil, International Research Journal of Tamil Studies Vol. 7 Issue: 01 January 2026

Example:
* Bat—a flying animal * Bat — sports equipment
b) Homophones (same pronunciation, different spelling)
Example:
» Sea — large body of water * See — to look
¢) Homographs (same spelling, different pronunciation and meaning)
Example:
* Lead /li:d/ —to guide * Lead /led/ — a metal

Importance of Context in English
In English, context plays a crucial role in identifying the correct meaning of a homonym. Without context,
ambiguity may arise, leading to misunderstanding.
» They help us understand meaning from context.
» They make English fun and interesting
» They improve listening and reading skills.

Homonyms and Parts of Speech in English
English homonyms may belong to:
e Noun—noun category
e Noun-—verb category
Example:
e  Watch (noun): A timepiece
e  Watch (verb): To observe

Concept of homonym in Tamil
Definition
In Tamil, “e@ QFrdays@L uew Gurmpar’ refers to a single word that conveys multiple meanings based

on context, usage, and literary tradition. Unlike English, these words usually maintain the same spelling and
pronunciation.
Examples from Tamil
Some common examples include:

*  &me — leg / one-fourth

*  ewe — mountain / evening

. eumut — mouth / opening

. e —army / layer
These meanings become clear only when the word is used within a sentence.
Nature of Tamil Homonyms

Tamil homonyms occur due to:
e Limited phoneme combinations
e Verb—noun overlap
e Semantic extension
Tamil is highly inflectional, and suffixes often clarify meaning.
Verb—Noun Homonymy in Tamil

Tamil commonly uses the same root word as:
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A noun, A verb
Example:
ur® (paadu)

Song (noun), Suffer (verb)

Literary and Grammatical Importance
Tamil literature extensively employs words with multiple meanings, especially in poetry, where such
usage enhances depth, beauty, and metaphorical richness.
Structural Comparison
Spelling
English homonyms may have the same or different spellings.
Tamil multiple-meaning words usually have the same spelling.
Pronunciation
English homonyms may differ in pronunciation (homographs).
Tamil words generally retain the same pronunciation.
Grammar
English homonyms are classified into subtypes.
Tamil grammar treats them as a semantic feature rather than separate categories.
Role of Context in Meaning Interpretation
In both languages, context is essential for understanding meaning. A word by itself may appear
ambiguous, but its meaning becomes clear when placed within a sentence or situation.
Example Comparison:

English:
*  He sat by the bank.
. She deposited money in the bank.
Tamil:
* YIS ST aals@ngy. (leg)
. R s BB Fisseny. (one-fourth)
Thus, context eliminates confusion and ensures effective communication.
Similarities between English and Tamil
A single word conveys multiple meanings
Context determines the correct interpretation
Enhances expressive richness

L=

Common in spoken and written forms
5. Important in literature and communication
Differences between English and Tamil

Aspect English Homonyms Tamil Homonyms
Spelling Same or different Usually same
Pronunciation May vary Same
Classification Homonyms, homophones, Semantic feature
homographs
Literary usage Moderate Extensive
Grammatical treatment Formal categories Context-based
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Cultural and Literary Influence
Tamil literature, especially classical poetry, uses multiple-meaning words to convey layered meanings
and philosophical depth. English literature also employs homonyms, but more commonly for humor, wordplay,
or ambiguity rather than philosophical expression.
Educational Importance
Understanding homonyms and multiple-meaning words is essential for students learning English and
Tamil. It improves vocabulary, comprehension skills, and contextual awareness. Comparative studies also help
bilingual learners avoid confusion and enhance translation skills.
Practical Applications
Language Learning:
Improves vocabulary, comprehension, and translation skills.
Literature
Adds depth, symbolism, and poetic beauty.
Media & Communication
Helps avoid misunderstanding and enables creative expression.
Education
Encourages critical thinking and contextual understanding
Homonyms in Spoken and Written Language

Spoken language uses:
e Intonation
e Stress

Written language uses:

e Sentence structure
e  Surrounding words
Tamil script and English spelling both depend heavily on context.

Findings of the Study

1. Homonyms are common in both languages
2. Tamil relies more on suffixes
3. English relies more on word order
4. Context is essential in both
Conclusion
English homonyms and Tamil “g@ G#reoays@L Lew Gurmper’ demonstrate how languages use words
creatively to express multiple ideas. While both share the core concept of multiple meanings, they differ in
structure, classification, and usage. Context remains the key factor in understanding meaning in both languages.
This comparative study highlights the richness and flexibility of human language.
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