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ABSTRACT

In the history of Tamil literature, 'Silappathikaram'is not merely an epic; it is a living document
of Tamil society. Authored by Ilango Adigal, the title is a derivation of the words Silambu (anklet)
and Adhikaram (chapter/story). As the narrative unfolds through the events triggered by an
anklet, it earned the name Silappathikaram. It is revered as the 'People’s Epic' (Kudimakkal
Kappiyam) because it features ordinary individuals like Kovalan and Kannagi as its protagonists.

This epic vividly portrays the life principles of Tamils across various dimensions, including
individual morality, family ethics, social relationships, and political justice. The three
fundamental ethical doctrines that serve as the root of this epic are:

1.Dharma (Justice) shall become the God of Death for those who deviate from political
righteousness.

2.The great shall praise a woman of exalted chastity.
3.Destiny (Karma) shall relentlessly manifest and yield its fruits.

This paper provides a detailed analysis of the life ethics proposed by Silappathikaram, the
social structures expressed through the five types of landscapes (Ainthinai), the rise of the
mercantile community, and feminist perspectives. Furthermore, it examines the social transitions
between the Sangam era and the Epic era, alongside the harmonious coexistence of Jainism,
Buddhism, and Vedic traditions.

KEYWORDS: Silappathikaram, Ilango Adigal, Kannagi, Moral Codes, Justice, Way of Life,
Destiny (Oozhvinai), Political Ethics.
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Cuadlpg). weflger @OUlpliley GFiiun CFwevsst I BUlleryl, wWoHUlDLLL GlFiig
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WPSHFWTET euTpailie) HmHIGar @ ClGTEGLILITS aILpkIGSIDTIT.

"Upiwener 9jehaidler Llewypujulli spIbLLfledT MWt HTIOST H6V6VEMeU L LA FH6iT(EThBI
HeTalb STWLD Glumiiwid GleusTemerds Casmriguid ailflssleflev safller @)arenoujd GlFsveauwpLd
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WTEHSWLD BlemeVWIT 2 _eTHT6T 6UeHTIITEI speVsPIugl spaflwirg ClFsveid CHeTdhgl 2 m)genest
Bx(HLledT L6VEVET LTEHTEVSGI auTpelT FBIGlE6T" (aurhsHaTens:195-202)

@)erewin, CFsvauD WHMID 2 LV Ysluwewe FBlewevuwhHmeney eTTLSTE, 2 uil(HL 6T &) (HHELD
CurG@s 9|md BlFwevLHemard GlFiiw CouadT(HILD 6T6dTLIGI @) eThICHToUIg HafledT ) miHF ClFiig o @ Lb.
Avriugarrd s @n  surpelwed  elwlluiser, STOGmSS SLbS @)STHID  HLSE,
auflErl (heussreursds 2 erenest. b, Ghiewio, eiry, wHMID alleweruilsr oHTer BHOLGems
QFWeuHemDH 2 6TaTL G&SlW  @(h  (PULEHLWITET  UTLPSHewE:  (pewmewiwl  @)Gariilud
YTAwTHADG). @g Qeumid LIPHIHTVS HMSWDL, @)STMDI FUPSTUIAPLD D_6TeUTHId
Geuerigut HMEHCHTL_LIT(HHETT FBISLTELD.
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