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ABSTRACT

In the history of Tamil literature, 'Silappathikaram'is not merely an epic; it is a living document
of Tamil society. Authored by Illango Adigal, the title is a derivation of the words Silambu (anklet)
and Adhikaram (chapter/story). As the narrative unfolds through the events triggered by an
anklet, it earned the name Silappathikaram. It is revered as the 'People’s Epic' (Kudimakkal
Kappiyam) because it features ordinary individuals like Kovalan and Kannagi as its protagonists.

This epic vividly portrays the life principles of Tamils across various dimensions, including
individual morality, family ethics, social relationships, and political justice. The three
fundamental ethical doctrines that serve as the root of this epic are:

1.Dharma (Justice) shall become the God of Death for those who deviate from political
righteousness.

2.The great shall praise a woman of exalted chastity.
3.Destiny (Karma) shall relentlessly manifest and yield its fruits.

This paper provides a detailed analysis of the life ethics proposed by Silappathikaram, the
social structures expressed through the five types of landscapes (Ainthinai), the rise of the
mercantile community, and feminist perspectives. Furthermore, it examines the social transitions
between the Sangam era and the Epic era, alongside the harmonious coexistence of Jainism,
Buddhism, and Vedic traditions.

KEYWORDS: Silappathikaram, Illango Adigal, Kannagi, Moral Codes, Justice, Way of Life,

Destiny (Oozhvinai), Political Ethics.
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FAeviuSlarrd ST HIb surpallwsv aflgpllwmkiser: @i 9ymailuisy wHMILD
Fepsailwisy gy uie]

1G. whIwEWiTsEETH, Yy iieurert, QaTBIg Sewev Y Plallwied severil, (UTTdHTFesT
LIV&H6M6VE B B S SIL_6T @)emenurey GlLHma) % cmi-6.
2upemesroui. LOT. FEBT(PHID, 16y GBBlwTeri, SL0lpdHgIewM,
QaTmIg Hewev HMlalliwisy HsvaTi],
(UTTHBTFST LIVBDVEHYHSHSIL 6T B)ementey QLDHDSI) Hepi -6.

QL UINF Fr (1D

S0 @evsaslw eureoTHmleL 'Fevliuglsry’ stedrugh Ceumyd HTLiLNwD L HL6VV; &I HLOlDF
FPHS ST euTLpailiisy Heuswrid. @emTmGasraulgserTed Gunmiiul L @)bHTsv, FevibL HMILD
Flarrd Y GFThsaflsr Genenrliiley o mauTargl. fevibLilearTsd allswerhs HewsuwTHe0TL
@& Aevtiuglsrrid stertt QUi QuUDHME. CoHTeusvedt WMHMID SHesstewwtsl CUITETH FrsTyesT
wefGTHEMETS SHWVDL UTSFThISMMTHS CETenr®) UTL LUl L ST, @& 'GlgLdbssr
sridlwid’ steotmy CurHPLILBSSGI. @)ssTilwid sesflwesls sppdsid, GO bU CBY ewm, Fepds
2 meysst wHMID YrFwed b HPHw uLGeum Hermisaflsy Flpiseflesr eurpalluisd
Cariurhsemers GgerensCgefleursls UL Ligsss sTL_(HEIngl. rdwe LenpsCasrid@
YPDID FnHDTHV, 2 WIEFT LGSHlellsg o wWibGHTT 75560, WHMID ampallwar o (o5 b
par” (Hid YSw epedTm HMECHTLLTHSCer @) GaTiLwgsler o enflCourmrsd HlaLpalesrmesr.
@)ssL_Hewr, AviusTrid WerallnisSsiId euTpalis) YmmIGET, maiems FBlevmiserer el
CeuaflliL@  Fepsd S LewwliyssT, ouenilsd Gossler srwdd, wHMID GlueTeRiws
FAhsewerrmst HyFlweunpswm  allfleurs rmidlpg. Gepib, &Fhis &TVHSDHGL SHTlLw
HTVGSMGHL @)ewL_uileVTer Fepss LOTMHMBISENETUYLD, FLONTLD, CILINTSSLID LHMID eHeudHELD dlw
FLOWIBISH 6T 6T () 6WTHELOTET GFLHeweVU|LD FeuhHmIL 6T (B)ewenTddgl 9 ley CFISINS.

HmeygFClFThaseir

Aevliuglsrrid, @)ermCHTaIgH6T, HewTewidl, pupdhds CBM], HEBM), surpaiwsy, 2arpailsner,

O rFwed | mib.
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1. yeremieny: AevriuBHsrysdHler CHETHMAPLD H6vTSHg I LpLD

B)VSAWIBISHET 6THTLINO I HDHHHdH HTVSHBIT FeLpHds HEITNTTIY G LD. LO6¥lSH 6UTLpHe» S ulledr
2 sTersBISeWeTU|D, efpFfsenearubn, allgplwBisenerujd uFe CFiwd w SEHelwrs
Qosdwin  Qewdu@®Ang. s @Qesdun  urnld  yserysorss  Gsrermw
QuEBsTOWD AorudsTrd oyen. 0. GraTLrd BIODTETE SO0  WbBSTID
BTODTTH  eralsy CarerPwsrTsd SHBLULBL @EsTilwid, Slpisefler LssTUTL ()
IO WTTLTSS HlsPpSngl. @)emmCasraugssrt @)ssrilugdler cped suTphensuilst @)m
LdsEIEmaTD — @)amid HMIb FZmamb — wGFrs ST ALLGSSIEADTI. SjeT D eyl
OCEsrenT  @)VauTpsHewsCIW LT LW SHHousTs wwaslngl. 965 GCeusmerullsy,
UPYISEDETS FIDBS SIPe| aTpSeoEullsT GHemaleuiu|b el D UPSIOTE 2 ewTiSSIFDT.
HewTewTdl, Gameusvsit GLITETD (PSHesTewLoL) LTSS TmiS6T L (HLllerm], wrsifl, soewwt, H6ybs g &6
GumetTn  giewewTll UTHFTHISST eufwrsayd UDL eurTpailuisd HMBIGET FoPHHH DG
STHSSIDTSEILIBS STH .

2. sriawd s LspwiiLyh Blevallwied gnmidsenip

Asviiuglasrrio sulfler wpGeupgiserrter Gar, GFryp, LTI LWTOTTHOIST BT(HHEWEr|LD,
Ojeuiseflest FpLiLsemeTuidD 2 6ToTL SH WGl @& L|HTid HTETL LD, LOGIeNTdH STETL LD, LoHMILD
auehFdh HTedTL LD eTedr cpsiTm) Gy Lifleysemerd ClaTewt(hsiTeargl. @)oHsL L el SHLOF
Fapsggle plevallwsd wHmid HrAwe BT oL ISlUDISSIFDS. R(BH FTSHTIIL
CuenTenfledsr  Gwgid  cpsiTy)  Br(hEHeweTw D  ([FewewThGH  ewwwliysTallwrs  Heieug)

@) ssriiiwgsleT sesfldEfpriumEib.

2.1 wiiumsv Nifleyser wHmID 2 L Clummsir

2 L iflifley [T
SHTEUITL_LD 56w 6V 535 T LD MIOWISHE(HDHBI
(sTem s aaiT) YT 3
LT @)svsuripsemas,  @)situ,||9sh  (Erotic
10 srewgser sreilflliL b’ 1q 6oTLd
SHITEIITL_LD 9| HLIC LT (H6T Love)
650

gL FaCsFs SUD glialsLp, | Copyright © Author(s)


http://www.tamilmanam.in/

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)
Volume 7, Issue 03 (March -2026)

www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07032026.07
2 L 1flifley Bevadlw
& T60TL_LD &6 6V T LD DLOWESHSHSHI
(srew s E6iT) oY
LDGI6D T > O rFlwiev 9MLD, ||y T TesTid
11 sTewBs6r LDGI6D T
HITESTL_LD sarpailenerr, b (Mythic)
suEHF afrplemsv, Lig Blevf]
9 sTenG BT ouEhd ymio (Heroic)
& TGWTL_LD ufluim(

GumhaseanrL. L L suswentuils 2 sirareurmy, HAevliuglaryid 30 srewgsenar o drerL_sElwgl. ()5
yariley GarLmdl euehfullsy wpuydmgl. @Esrilwusgslsv @lewsF, BT wHMID @)evdhdluid
QB PSSO (PLD HeVbGleTarest. @GMILILITS, HIhICHEHMIS STewSH MHMILD HTesreL euif] GLITETMeM6U

9EHHTEV @)ewF HMILD BTL &% Henevmafler GsTenwenw afleufldsslsTmer.
3. sesflwefls wHMID &H DU suTpalluisy M BIS6T

soflwefls  eurpailesr  GCueatewwCuw  Fepsssler  CeTewodhE — IGSHETD  6TOTLINS
@ ermIGHETaIgH6T HewTeRTSUST LTS T euplwTsds STL_(HSDTT. eurpalluisd HmBIGener
(3)svseMID LHMILD FHIMeUMLD 6T6WT () (HEUMELILI(HGHBHEVTLD.

3.1 sewrenrd) ST HIb F)svsvm GClB)

HewTentd) fevbLiler Hewss Sewevall WL (HLevsv, eusT sLilflerddler sHLEsrAwrss Clgiieu
Blewevd @ 2 wihgeusr. Careusvsit seitemest alll B Lflhg wrsailujLer euTphs HTeVSSIID,
S|6usT Heir Blewevuilsy TMTO6L GlLUTMIENL HTHAIMTET. sp(H F)ssvmLt GluesT ClFiiu Geuevrigul
HLWEHM6NTSH HeTerTeV GlFiiw @uievaisvensvCil eTaTmI 6T aUHbGHIUG, HHBTV @)DV

WSS YLSWSS ST (HH DS

"9 Ceuriid @ jefbHeVID S HHewTT ROLIVID HIMBeurid @ 6TdTHHTeVID GFTVEeVmT FAmLiLilesr
allpHOsL T CHrLVib B)phs sTeiTement” (FlevibL], CBTMVEHTHBTENS: T 1-73)

sf55 B)(HSFTD FVsvmLl GluHT B)HFMBW HDhHIGewars GFiiw FuIVTH| 6TeTLIENSULD,
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HewTaugy|lb eneallujd @ewenthgh Gvsvmid Cuamieun@s FAMLiL eTeTLMSWLD (F)6)6UFOTBIS6IT
2_euTii&&IHeTmer. 3)51 FHl(mausTemheui HTL_(HID surpailuis) @)eVbsaTSHH N EGF FeliLglesrydgler
@) &HTL_F B)eVsSILTS MBS (HHHSTDS.

"(@)6L6UTLPEUTEIT 6TEITLITEIT ) WIGVLISHL_ W CLpeUTd &L BeLeVTM M6 Blesrm giewesr." (F(md @ meir-41)

D(HLOWT  UTLPHeWS  sp(houewy sp(houm Lflhg OETadr(h) STUTHOYLD §HMIEHLOWTHEYLD
Sewwhgiaill Lm0 51Ceu Ambs LwenIsTar euTpEMHWTS @)(hdbGHD 6T6eTn) @)omnhiGs el deir

euedlumiS SIS i
3.2 Gameusvssr wmmId wrHafluller eurpailisd LIswTL|dH6T

GaTausvedt QL LT auTLpHeHUlled @) siTunisaflepid SlewerssTepid, @musluilsd H6T HeumHenm
2 6T HI HewTewtds uill b LBsiTeug), oesflBHeufledT LATLTMHMEHENSU|LD, MHSHI6T LIT6V )6 es|dEsiTer
FrlsoULD STEGSDg. wrgeal, @ salloswi Gobdld Upbsasrrs QBLSTVID, eusT
Gameusvest L6 OlaTewTL. 9Ty 2 arewwTergl. Gasmeusver Lflhs LIna, jeust sHedr
UTDSDEDWS  FIDUDSIIST LT HDIFFIBLILIG), JUTF] 2 WS GOTHFWIGDS
CanafliL@ss18mg)- wrgeaiuilsr 2 nigliur® wHmib Seistg HYDEBB] FTihs (p1geser, SjaleT
§2(Ih HEWIW S TOTLINS UJLD HTWTLY §3(1h FIMbb LIGTLTETT TS j6uUewerd & mL(h 56T eur.

4. oprflwisd Yywapiv BHOBujid

Aevliuglsrrgdler s wohBlwwrer surpalwsd Hmid "rfwed LewpsGsahridE@ HMD Fm mHm
Speugre 1" eTATUSTEGLD. B)%) L FwTerisehd @ i TdFFMNbemaswTseayLb, K aluilst susdlenLoem il

UeDETHMID &HaNWTHLD 2 6Terg).

4.1 ursnrigwer GB®H eh6F L wisstlsr BH eugeuTe»LD

LITENRTIG UL LDGTTET SHaUMIGVTHS CHTeusVemerds GlETemsy GlFuiw D emewTuill L TedT. |eTmev
HenTentd) ausfl_b B3l Csl(h&F ClFsTHCUTSI, jaUsT (LPTemalshd FTHTNISOTTEY HT6T GlFIISHg5

LrELIHLD UM 6TETLIENS |6U6ET 26T [hh T6dT.

"LedTerTeussT umlipsHeV CGMldgI wenllCuw ewllaatr(h) STPHS GHWLWT Herihs 6lFmIGasTevesr
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CureT GFI CBTEVVET SHeiTOlFTeL CHl L wWTGarT 9raFerT WTGRT HETEUST LTS BT ELD
CBHETLVS HTaUD 6T6T (PG Lilewps sk 61aHS6leusT oy ujGlare wesTeurausT uwibiFalph %erGeur

CpeiTesTeusdT" (UL HMT HTEWS)

"wr@err oyrger? wWrGer Hereust" eTaTMI dmm) jeusst yflwevswruilsd @) pbg alphg 2 ulli
alll L gl, PG ST 56T B ETTEMS il YDSIDG eTeialeTe) WFILISTSSTET TETLID S5
STLQADG. BH souplu  plwevuily o uili eurps @ weTHTMISEG @l LD
LIT633TIq WIevTl6dT LogewTid BlewsOBTL (HFE M.

4.2 oyFwisv QFPILiyid 6T Jjsmiodluyid

oraet BHCT®H @)HEHs Ceusnr(Hid 6THTMID, BHETLLGEHM6ENE HTHHMID CEHTIg W THDET
BTy SV ANbE SYphiIseTTED sTaTmID Avliuglsryd GPIUIGEDS. B Seuplur wesresssr
SHISTLMIUTET LMHMILD HeuestdHl HT(H euerid GlLmI6Ug| Hiqesrib. LITewTiq Wl LoedTeuTevfledr ©ClamiGahmev
QLU Fwmey &Tiiged 2 eirer allwmigGser gal Ulp 2 ulflerhisensad gSeTud GFiwrg

S|WLOSIWITES uTLPLD 6T6dTM| G TeUVEIT L P MT6dT.

"Gluy Blev eiTesredT (&) (HBHIVID YL HiseID LA LNewfluyd Lemsujd BHig sufluyld euerenid

FT&H0O\HET UTPSHSH"

westearest YMOBYICWT®H YU F CFiieusTev, waHseT Llewlitihars Couml 2a1isEhd@HF GlFsLsv

Geusmrigw gjeudwib @evevrs Blemsvulled @) pigeri (LG wirp HyMlwiTs LisssrLy).
5. sarpailswer wHMID aflsweriiLwesr Carur(h

Aevliuglasrrio "sampailenest 2 (hh%H eubgl 20 HID" THTH BHHHIUHMS L5 euedlewowITHL
Cuadlpgl. weflger @UUlpllley GFiiun CFwevsst I BUllerY], wWoHUlDLLL 6lFiig
alleweirHEpHLD eUMeTH GISHTL (KL 6TedTLIeNS @)eTBICHTaUIGH6T B TeusVesfldT LOTeTD uluITSHd:

ST (HFmTir.

5.1 ywoimalluiler s1ss510: G)benio WHMILD 2 bewio aflener

G TeUeVEMSITLI LITTddgl DML 6VET 6TETN(LD LOEMMUIAUST, HeuesTdhl SHELTmSW Blewsvswwilt Lmm
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allewreybCurgi, @)% wHUlpalullsr LweTTs @) MHdHGHEWT sTewrds CHL_FmTedt.

"@enwd CQFiIGeT wTeTY! Hevalemer 2 henio LIweT GlETeV §pHBH6sT) WHSS Bl(HHSHE LOTLO6ET S5
QaThaIL 6T CUTHSSI" (9L sBHaE5Tems:90-94)

@uipliiley Gsmreusvest Ly BH6IFWLEHMaTF CFS HHHTVID, WPHUlDaiuilsy eusT CFiis
FSallewer QUMD Seuemerds CaTewsvdbasarsgdn@ @)L (HF GFarmg. "o beww allewesreumn
Bl(hSS STewevdF ClFbewioull Gevrid@Hd CFISeuld 2 Heurg" etedtm WHITTL S GFiieud o Pluigi,
aflwarullsr susllsnweow 2 PIFLUGSSISIDS-

5.2 aflener upPlwr Fepasr LiTiensu

2 (HEUGT alleneTlILILENET HeILIalsEGLCUTSI, g Ut 9 BHDHHITOTEUTHNOTUILD LITSHSHELD.
@Byl upm! eTAlybCurg) g6t ClauliLib HHPlL 2 siTer GlLT(HeweTU|D HTHGEHeug GLT6V,
Gamousverfler Hallewer savTewTdlemwiud FHuwBHDEF OClFUISSH. Bevallewar-Seaiener sTeTay|LD
@) mallenesruyib  Bibewio eubhg GFmid;, YHedler eTICLTHCL B HMF ClFweLHMeTCW
CF W BILH6T 6TedTMI B)6THICHToUG H6T 2 VHID @ Y MeymiSHI S M.

6. Fopad S LD 26uMas [56VmIS%ENHLD

AevliugETrid FBis STV BlVlLGLL pewpenwll UleTunml, smeuens Blevmiseflsr wdhspeflsr

surpallwensd Hvedlwwrs aileuflssngi.

6.1 mbFHlewewr surpalluisv L' L 6uewesr

Blev
mBlevid ‘ LD&> 3 61T WPBHTWIDG G\BHTLHleV EYITITLIC)
|WIoLILy
&Mepd |[Losmev GTmS Goeui  ||CxCler(Hg B0, Coul emL w60 ||wp et (Seusvedr)
HTEVHEML_ eueriLiLy, umev||LomGuiTedt
(PsLEMEV || BT (H it /| Gxmeusvi
il ped (Huored)
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Blev
mBlevLd LD &> 3 61T WPBH6TWLDG G\BHTLHleV EYITITLIC)
JWIOLIL]
GETHI YT serioi [ o _peui  ||Geusarreisrenio @bl esr
Uygeur /|| B erLilig SH6v, 2 iy
QI 28] | IR & (w6
[BIEDETWLIT allenereails g0
LITeweD ||LoewTeL stuflesrii / wpeui ||Heuigsd, Coul ewL_wim(Hgsv CsTHMEME

aulleurp  BlwsslDH@G o flw  wesrur®, 6sThled wHMID euflurl(H  pePMBEMET
@ emmiICGameugser STl sewsCur®h @)ewentsgl supnbiSlujsrarTi. GOILLTS, LPLED6V Blev
W& sHeflesr surpailuiensvulb, euiser GlaTenTL GbTewLOWITET LISHTL|SeNaTU|D ' iiFFwi &reveu’

suruilevrs Pl 1piyHmgi.
6.2 Feas 1t iNeysepid suidasl LG ene0ssErs LD

DSBTOVF FUPSTWSHIV HHBHNMTT, YIFi, euswilam wHMID GeueTmreri eTesT BHTETE BHlewevLl
Ufleyssit @) mbser. eusmilaiseflsst S lesd CuiTsFisepsCs Foursd il suemsuilsd
auenTFAwenL_ bk  B)HHSms  QEsriuwud ST GEDE. @GOLuTS, Tt
QuThHEsTVsVsT CuTeTn ensailewaTepiser werarefleor Ll L1 Guwenrd ger GLwGCrmH
Qewemrsg15ClsTeTEnD  JeralhGd ClFairsg CUDDIS SBPHSHTT. IO VTS

I OSBTH G5 &HIgBHEBHLD WeUFHT 6T H6WIPHHLILIL L 6T

7. Bem6v, @ewa wHMID uswTuTL (B afl gLl wikissT

Aevinglsrrd 'WPehelpd sTiilwid’ eTeTm) SewwdasliLi(heusnEGd: STIeRTD, 9B @uied, @)enF
wHmI BrLgsid sw cpestmiid Lilsitesflls LilewenthbgisiTarGs o) @ Lb.

7.1 91 60 LOHMID LITL 6V &HeDVSHET

wrallullet 9L 60 Hewevd Fpeww 'HruGsHmis HTeng ullsv aflfleurs allerdss Ll (hererg. (3)Hsv
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11 suswswmer L6V euigeunbisst (9Vedlwd, CBTHOSHTL LG, @GWLdbIndgh GUITETDm6U)
s iisumiseaflsst GeupBlsenarts GUTHMID aIHSHUND HWLHS (HHBHT. @)ewFoHdHHAlSETTeT WTLD,

GV LHMID WSSHTD Y& waIDHBleT BlawibawreT LweTuT@h upBlu Gplliyser sLlipigseflet

Heme0 GLO6ITEMLOEM W BHleweVBTL(RasledTm6vT.

7.2 Qzutsu euflumr® wHMID HLOLId D HE6T

AeviuglasrriFe LLGoum Gsiien sufluTBser HTewTlILBFSSTDET. HTeusd CFiiey suflm

B BpHBHwS LlesTeuid euflEer &mi(HasledTneur:

"Ggoui Garwmesr eyeusdlm CuThg sreud LSS5 HmLC%L Fiyeww" (@ bSlralyr 2 O rhss
HTemg.66-67)

Guospilb, sewtewrsl LGFlefls Opileuwrs 2 wisslul L Blapey, GlusnTenflsst SHL LHMILD
b BCBM& & SlewL_G5 TGILIHLD GlEHaTTaULTE)LD.

8. soaybhluigser HMID oIl &E(HHHD HMLD

S bFWigHeT FIellwrs @) HHSTYID CHTeusveT Hewrental @)peur g wrmTl LHL
UGS HHSTT. euiskeflesr LiflallerTed gHuummm oeui o uwili el L g, 9&HHTVS Fimey
uTpEemsulleid @) hHbs Frd Wdhas eTewuds ST (HEIng. G, 'aul &dl(HdbsHe0 eT6Ten)Ld

QFFluyb AviILFETTHHe0 @)L DGLMISFMGI.

"suedlwflbsTi  cpSHTI  euL sSHHsTT Crrulledst BOLPHSTT BriLeny GCumit ewbHSTT"
(AmuepFepevid-LTL_60-71)

@& Arrhengwri womid QursSwri CurearGnrfler B LN 9 wshdhHE@ @)emenTwiTeT s
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@)eremip, ClFsVeuld LWHMID 2 L 0 YBlweneu BleweVwMMenel sTTLIGT6V, 2 uil(HL 6T () (HdEHLD
CurBs 9mdF ClFwevHemerd ClFiiw CeusnT(HLd 6T6iTLIZ @)emBICHTouIg 66T B miHldF GFiiigh o) @Lb.
Avriudasrrd s @b eurpelud olAluEssT, STOSMSHE SLbg @)TmID  BLsE,
anflsr_ HeusTaurs o srener. B, Gniewin, ety wHmid ellewerullst WBsTaT BHibLSDS
QFWeuHemDH 2 6TaTL G&lW  @(h  (PULEDLUWITST  UTLPSHeNS  (pewmewiws  @easTiiluid
T TEDSI. @)g Oaumid UYPBIGETVS HWSHUWEVV, @OBTMDUW FUPSTUI(LPLD 2 6TEUTBIS
Geuewrigw 9M&CHTLLITHSETl6T FryhI%SLOTELD.
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