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ABSTRACT

This study provides a detailed exploration of the ethics, culture, and social values embedded
within the Ettuthogai (Eight Anthologies), which serves as a treasury of ancient Tamils' way of
life. Composed during the Sangam period (300 BCE to 300 CE), these poems stand as

hallmarks of an advanced civilization.

Specifically, this article analyzes values such as viewing agriculture as the axis of life,
pursuing social progress through perseverance (Aalvinai Udaimai), and upholding philanthropy
(Eegai)—the eradication of poverty—as the supreme virtue. With a research scope consisting of
37 selected songs from the Ettuthogai, the study explains how these ancient life principles

serve as a guide for the modern era.

By highlighting the ancient Tamils' universal humanitarian philosophy of "To us all towns
are one, all men our kin," alongside themes of farmer protection, gratitude, and the dignity of
friendship, this research presents Sangam literature as a mirror of its time.

KEYWORDS: Sangam Literature, Ettuthogai, Life Values, Agriculture, Philanthropy, Gratitude,
Humanitarianism, Hunger Eradication.
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oTL_(h5 0B Tewas GlFulujsitmetlev auTpalluwisy aflwpLduimigser
1GuyrAMwii. wpewesroun um . G . NuyTCILIY GusTH
2 gall Gurrdflwi, sevallullwed gewm ,

YjsiTemest O1FCrFT waafli LIVGMVEHLPBHLD , Gl TEW L& T6vT6D

QUINTF I (HdSHLD

ueTewL_& SLOlpiHeafledt suTpailuisy & Hayeowrsd $E b 6Tl (hh6\5Tens BTSN 6L GlLITSHlHaisTer
9D, uesTLIT® HMID Feps allWblwnbisener 3)bs o iie] allfleurs yrmisng. S.w. 300 wpgHed
#.19. 300 suswrullevresr Fhis sTeVsFleL 2 (Heurer @)F6lFiiujsiTamssr, sph Cobul L Brsifladder
L WTaThIGNMTSHS SspHlermer.! @olliurs, o weys CsTflewsd surpallesr odaTenilwirsd
Caranii_gi, ysTallwar 2 Lo AP Fups PSTCITHDS®SH HBIWSI, QDI [56E1D
D&M WG FEMOWITI HYMITHS ClsTeanrL_g Cursrm allwflwsissr @)&Es Hlewrullsd L@liuTiiey
Qerinuiu@Astmar. o HsOsTorsulamhs CsiHEAs@ESIUT L 37 LT dsmer oy ile
TVMVIITHS OHTewT(H), siTewmuw euTpaiwisd) CBPIssT GeTewm HTVSHSH DG sTeuaITN
USTL IqWTSHS FlapaleTmet steirLig ailaTdsliLBS g2 uasTenL g Hillpisefle "wrgb 2ar@y
wreupd Caxefli” eredTm 2 svaserraiw weflaChwd FAhsewer, 2 euir LTHISTLIL), OFiibhBeTH]
9WIH6L HMID B LiledT oTevTL Y SlweuDHewm 2 siTaTL_dbalw @)hs liey, FBi%h @)V W BISeD6T

§3(h HTEVEHSEEHTEITTIY WITSH (LPEITeNaUdBS M.+

HmeayFCFTHEH6T: FBIS BVdbSWLD, 6Tl (hH0sTews, surpailwisy ailwdlwsissT, 2 Lpeyd G,
mend, OFiibBeTD 9MlB6ev, wesfldGrwid, LuALILewT] wHdbgHIauLD.

1. perenIsny: FBi1g B)evdElwidhHler euyeOTHMILI LifessTTLoLD

FBIS PVESWBISET eTeTLIeeu @)TenrL_Tullrd Y eTHEHEhdE WHUL L Slpiseflsit euripsneaud
AgFNGHSTD  eurevTHH  DeuTBIGHET Y GD. @eweu  'Fmer@mmi  GFiiujsT  sTeITmY
Curpmliu@sleTmet, e6lareaflsy @eweu 2 Wihsd LITLHM6TS ClGTEMIL. LDEHHOTTE), 2 _Wihd
aflwflwnisewers UTHUSNHETE 2 (HUTSSLILIL L ehau.? FBIS STVSSIV @) hbhs (3)6Vdhd WBIS6T
wreyb CFiusr suigailGeCw Wb (HHBHAT. @)BM & LF (pHaEluid STIERTLD 'F(HBISF CFT6V60
alariis massh’ aHTUSTED. 9 SESmS N6 GmnhS QFThsafls, opaTTd SyploTeT
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QurmeEpLeT QeuaflliLhSSHIUB60 FhibLI LIV THET 66DV THOTTHS &b IpHeHeori.

CFisitasafley  GluTSlhgierer @esflw @ewF BHWILD, HeuPDeOM LEHEH6T sTaflFled eTLILITL LD
CFwe D, LTCTTH LTy HIpeb eJHIITH @)(HhSSI. LTeL g SLlpiser @)wmnendsGuir(h
@ewenths surpallweney CuHolsTenTL ari; sTeVeOT 2 uiliseflL_GFlepib 6T GlFIsgIaImBs
SHBISH6TET @QWIVLITEHS GHTevTIy (HhHeoTT.S allPLIWIBIGET 6T6TLIG| (1 FCLPHLD BTG [h63TL & T6V
IWILIUSSST  UTUNVTHS SHMTLWL_bS PSS CBPlssT WHMID  He»L_WTeTBIS6 65T
Qar@lur@. uesrurT@®, BTSASLD, RUESHD Jslwaunhenn 2 ererLdbalw  surpelluisd

WBIGHECar allpLblwBISeTTSS %(H% L1 SleTD60T.
1.1 o1 H5CBTW S HTsvEaTleT L L ewioLiL]

6T (D50 Tems [HTEVHET 6TTLIME FBIG (ReVdHBWSIl6T LFl6lewent GComabeanwtdsd Hrsvserflsy

POTDHTGLD. @ewey LLCoum SHTevBISaleL LIVGUM Leveuiasermed LmLLiul L LTL 60&%e6r 6T

QB T@EHLILITGLD.
BTedlssT GlLIwWT|hlem 63T 616 3| LIT L6061 63T WPSETeW LT LITHGILIT (T

6T 6301 6331 & 6 35
pHBleve 51D 400 S| HDID G)eVsOD eumihey
GMIHOBHTENS | 951D 401 HTHOI6IT QY LPLDOTEIT D_6WTIT 6 61T
BGDIBIDI [ S)HLD 500 g1 PleVmIseTlsT ST eurihey
uglmmiliugg |ymib 100 (SlewL_ga g 80) Gar  werewrisaflesr  efyid  HMID

& TemL_

uflume_ev os/ypid |70 (SlewL_gsz 22) @wa, suflur(® wHMID FuiHends
560150605TemH | 9BLD 150 MG BMIS6T LHMID LiewsTLIT(H
OBBTOTM| | BLD 400 9% UTLPIl6IT 5160 HHLOTENT [Bl6m6V 6T
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UDBTerml  |4ymid 400 Gurmir, Fd), QaTewL WHMID FeLpssLd

2. 916y CBTdED LDHMILD 6TV 6V

uentewL g SLilpisefler eurpailwisy GpDPlsemear o rriienGs @)&HsL (Hewrullesr (pHeiTenLo
GBraHasr@Lh. 6T HS65Tewas BTevsaflsd LullsTm euHLD HMEHS(HdHHIHSH6T, @)siTewmul HaTer %mev
UTPEHWEHPeODEHE sThsmaw  euflsriiqurs  (Life  Values) gewwdlearmer  stsitLengd

QsafloyuBSaieuCs @)susuriialler @)ev&EeTELD.3

916 6T6VEMEVILITS 6TL_(H% 65 Tew 3 uiledl (HH 3! 37 @Ot L LITL_6V&6iT
sTOSSISCBTeTTLILI DsiTererr. Glewar 2 [pa), Fews, BLL, PWHF, HeTH]l 2 ewiie) Yslul gbs)
Cumd UWfleyseaflsr $£1p ugliurile) OFLWOLERSSTDOT. HTVSHETETTIYUITSHS HHUHLD
@UIUTL V&6, LIRTeNL & SHLOIPF FOPHID 6TSHMBUW 2 6iTedrs all(pLilwibisefledt 9jigienL _uilsd

S L ewWwesLIUL L g sTeTLmS allard sl merr.3

3. 2 yays CHTIPl6V: FepddHler YdFTewsiluyLd 6uTLHEUTSHTT(LPLD

FBIS STVHSHD 2_1payd CaTLfleD s 2 wihs C\HTLHVTHE &(HSLILIL L F). 6p(h [HTL 1q 63T 6UETLOT 6T
surpeilh@ g liusoL o 1pCeu sTeiTLIDSS 501D BF)eVS A WIBISET RHLOTSTSH eusdluDidgiFlsTper.®
W&HHET WTdhenas (2L 60) o ewrallarms) oy arg); 2 awalisnaCweafley 2 % o ullisst @uikis
pruwrg sern pleilud o arwwows Fhiss SUlPT HYPHIGHhSOTT. sTaTGal, o emTaeal

alleweralld @ 2 _euissr '2_uili Q&THSCHTITS' WHSSIILIL L 6T,

CleueTemeardhGHly BTHSTTT 6TOTM LjeVsui GFTPsT @GeTpMMSSHISH HlehFw Flsraflouerausneri
ur@Curgl, @ LeTereller GleuHMmls@ euesTdhl LewL LD L (R SHTTeNTLOV8), bl

LISOL & 2_emTeueld @D 2 1peuiasGear 9| liLenL sTaTLmS Clbeatleyu®dg S mmi.3
"GUTHLML HeH2_1b CETHMUPLD 2 (YLD L 2MESTX)| FT6V LO(HBIKH 6T FeTmHesr LiwiCesr™. 1

@) B6oT QT (6T, LiswaHeuenT GleusLeYId GLITTeUTET &(HLD CleuHMFn L, 2 _1p6u6IT Lo6UITEw 6L OlF8)ISSILD
gidseliemuuller LwGer sTTUSTGHL. 2 aysH OClsTler CFflGsTe I HGWL  BHTL 19657
Qumrmerrasrrd Frras @) Mm@, udflilesf] @) mabsTH, s alleweareursGeu  Lo6dTevsT6v 60T
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QFBmIGasTeYIh 2 wihg B E@Lb."?

LOGTRTTHET 2 _LpuiHewerll UTHSTLULS Ghs Heuerd O6lFyisdleri. eufld Hewwswuwid
GHODHSI, 2 LPpaUTHEHHEG CeuanTigl BiBlensvsmemaTwd uFsHaemearujd GlFuig GCsTHLILG §(H

b6V6V YL Auireriflesr HL_ewowT@L. (3)Hemevt,

"us® ymbsmerfer uryCuwriniils srhbke Ceusnr@Him™ 3

steorml Lmpreyrml (urLev 35) @M@ Emg). sTeugl, Srewarseners GurHml 2 ey GleFiiuyid
GEEHETIT LUTTHMBSH STHIL  Heuisewerts UTHSHTHE Geuswr(b  sTedTLSTEGD."? 2 1peys
Crifledlsit GLosiTemLo 6T6dTLIGI Cleumid CUITHEOTTSTILD FTTHBHHEV6V, Bl R(h FOPHDHDH T HTTLESHLI

CUITMILIL|ERTTeMEUU|LD 2 _6ITOTL & WG TG LD.
4. 3M&ECasmeir suTpayid IpeTallenST 2 DL _EDLOU]LD
GDI&CHT6T (§)sV6VTLDED UT(PLD UTLPHENS LILSTDMEI 6TTLIGI LIsTenL WG SLOpTaHefleT 9enFsHss

WPYWrs BUOLUSHSWTS @)(HHoHH. @ LesflHeafler 2 L 60, Heust O&ETadTY (hbEGLD 2 Wihs
GDI&CasTeTHmTCVCW WFHlssLILBSIDGI. @)FHeweri UpbTeTm % wsTs @UUlGEnS:

" dema B)svCevmresr wrdhemas Cumsv™.3

B)p6tT CUIT(H6T, 2 WiThs CHTeTems VLG &DIGCHTEr (Ll bews) (B)6V6VT s (Heuesilerr 2 L 6,

2 Wilrmp WL GFIDGHF FLODTETS 6TOTLSTGLD. suripaller ssubleur® HensFalleid sp@m GBTdsLd
B)(hd5 CeueT(BLD sTeaTLINS B)F1 suedlwymisHIS .3

4.1 pwpd wHYib QurmsT FL[HFH6V

LT & SHLOPTHer 'QsiTailenar 2 enLeww' eVevg WwhHewwd shisefler 2 ulli cpFFTsHds
QarenrLeori. "@eirud, @ews (Ysp), FHev (OsTewr) yHlw  cpsiTmud  CFTibLIgYL 6dT
B LIt HEHdSEG 2 HBUTHID HlewL_dHTg" sTedtmy BHMlewewnt (LrLed 136) stéafEsIng.
@sveuripalley @) priLisuiser HMEBYuled Bleryy Gurmst CsL Geuedr(hib. HMHMGSH T 6T

AUMIMDWS HToHEH euisemer Bevaurpails BlewevGlLmIbHFIgl p(HEUSTIEOT HL EDLOWITELD.

Ywnd GVsVTHeuTHaTTeD @)Hewerrd ClFiiw @Quievrg). sTeTGousbmeir, Hemeveusit GlUTHeT G5B LD
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QuIrmL (s sewevaiswwls LNMhg CFLeuswHF Fhis @)eVSHH W BIGHET Y HTESlSTD6T.S 9BBTEMTMI
(uriev 173) @ews 1t Lilsitoumworm aflend&Hamgi:

"gpi> swelllilurg pusin, fApbs Csalli Ca® U sarGTHEID, HTEHD oIHHHT
2 erarQr® B)mHCHTidaE @)sv".1

ST, JYDID HAUDTIOD UTPSUFID, FHDEHTHST giTUSMS( CUTHGUGID (pwhSAullssT]
wHlPpFAwrs wLHL @) BLUUMTSEHEGS S LTH TOTUSTGL.!  THHMBW  LIenTlen wF
QFUISTEID HHWSIT (LPLYEDLOWITSH (Lplgdd CeusnT(RLD 6T6dTM LT 2 Mgl LiewTewL g SOl b
BoHsg1. CFwmes CBTLEIGMGID, IFwear CleupPlarors WRlugh 9 ofreishdL
U@ WS HBHIDSI. Q) Fewer,

"GFiailener 1pigdhs CFibLO6Y 2 sirarid™ 3

61T BHMIeweNT lgH6eT LiswDFTHMSSTHET. CoHrevailewwd HaTH EhFTs, il repwmnd
ot spHeaussiledr euTpGeou FeLpH M @LI LIWGDISTET 6)TLP6UT S LD.

4.2 wiqullstenio: Fepss 1psirCarpHmaHer HewL_

@aFmribuisy (1og) 6T6dTLIGI 6@ BHevflevfigewesr i (Hwesrn), jeussig GBULUSMSUID HTL DL _ujLb
I Pl& @D ausVeVenLd GlHTeTL GI. CFTIDLIS @)eVeVTHaus L D GlFsLauld sTeueuTm CFHLD 6TETLIENS LI
ULhSLOIT 2 ewTTsHFleri. £6050615Tewns (3)5H%(Hd s s pHTs CleuaflliLBsSSHISDSI:
"wiguilsvresr ClFevsudCLITsy FETBHS -3

Garibusd  @evevrs 2 ewpliurefluller  GlFsveud  sTeueurTm  GLHES  WHDEUTHEHD L
LwsTUBHBMCHT, YHCUTEY WIBIG6T CFfldHHI euaTiHEH LIVT SHHausws B)g1 GUILUBSIDG.

wiguilsitemioewws s eurpaiwisy allglwirsds CaTaT(H GCFWVLIL L STV ST FBhI%H HTeVSH

SUPSHLD 2 0% BTHBEHL 6T uewsilagd GlsTL i Caret(h) CFWILILIDL Ho.2
5. FeWa&: LIWGT &(HBHTH M LILIGHTL|

FBS @evdsdlwnbiseflsy 'aflwblwib’ steirm CFTeL GUHLLTYID '9miD' sTedTm  CUTHeTlEL
SWITETLILRS MG WML eTdTLSDGL Lv GlumrheiTgsst @) HLilsnin, 'Fend' (CBTewL ) sTeiTLIg)
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Faps allgbluwrs s o wihs G sost Uyssnhss.° seaflvalls aurpallsr aipiepwenuis
sewt(h), B)HLiLsui B)LeVTSHa([HdhE aIPkIGaICsH Fend HMLD eTaTLILI(HSIDGI.

FBISS SIPTHET FeNSHMW §(hH UIHLOTSHL LTTHBalVemev. Y HTeug, @ riiimailulley presr
PHUHHG 2 FailaTTey, Y HeT LeverrTs wmLlpalulled eTerd@ OFTidEsd HewLd@" ererm)
H(HBF ClFIIeUZ 2 EBTHLOWTET Fend eTm). @)Henar 'O meailswsy auTewflad' sTesTmi LM BTETMI
(urisv 141) sr@F g3 enflaGafl WL Curfwimi i S ewTiqredT 6TedTM LosdTETENETL LIMHMIL
uT@EUTSI, j6uedt miewLoLl LiweT CBHThaTgl sumienio CLiTd:@auensdBuw CBrEsETed 6% et (h

mew s CFigTeT sTadarmi @M B pmi.20
5.1 remasuller (3)svdsasewrid

Fend 6TTLIGI §p(h HLeWWWTEGLD. auplwalhes@ 2 sall ClFiieu@s sphoust CLIT(H6T FFL L Uig%6sT

2 _6WTEWLOWITEIT LIWIGHT 6T6H M| B|6UTHET & (HBl6vTii.
"OFsveuds gt LwGer rgHev" 20

6TedIm  LmpTermmi euflssr @)ermih  STVGHTL  YUPwTs  surpails) 2 RTewLOWTHS
FlspFlermert. £605615Tends FewHem Ll LileTeu(HLOTM] 6UeHTILM|SGS DS

"WDDIBEV THTLIZI RHTMI JATHBMTHG 2_HaHev".?

I|HTeUGI, HTTILLD 2 gall 6TedT M) 6u(HLIUHS: S HTOTT6V @) WTDenshd GlFieuGg eumLpdsemdsuiledr
2_GITEHLOWITET YNMeVTEL.S eusitehoumd @ewasCuw "euPlwurisCsTear i euCs menss" eTedTm)
Lmarevgslev eusdluymbsleorir.??

5.2 Fewasujib @) rdHepILD

@) wriusuflLib QFsitmy GuTmer CxslLews (Q)rdsev) allL, @) |Lriueui (3)0sVTEHo(HdbEHd HTLOTH
werauphgH CaTHriLGs Gusvrergl. @ riiueui eurit lmhgh CHlusHE@ WsTUTHEaI, HeuUTg)

Yad GOl HDlbgl 2 Saauensd Anhe Fews QpMwTsd 6lsTersri.
"@evevg) Crrddl B)erfley gnmTUPsT HVVFH GCloucsd aflisner Qauiaumri™ 3

steormy uflurev (urLsv 10) @)ssewaw HDIFGFwWemes CUTHMIHIDGI. (B)VEW6V 6THTMI T DTLOGV
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mends  OFeueng o uilflgd GCuevrsds smPleri. eueurTm OC&THES WIGWTS @ LPsdled
2 ullfeuripeueng ailL & s15C0 CeTeargl eTaTm FHiss SOIPT HHSleri.S @) rauevisst surrs
BTL_&6IT 63 (1 LOGITEOT6dTI6IT 6uTLPBHTeTl6L LIWSTHM BTL HOTTHDS &(HSLILIL L _63T. LM @ LI LIWeTUL TS

CFsveuld, WL L e QLiIs WeDewW 558 6TOTMI &MIHOSTNS 2 _aufl&EsSIng.3
6. ufANewt] BB SHIuAPLD FeLpSLT LITSHISTLILLD

LaTenL & 510pssHe LA aerugl 9 Gsrigw Crrursds (LANNeN) SEmSILL LS. UL
euT(usuisefler geTusemalt GUITEGLeUTHET 'WO(HoHHIUTHTTS WSSO L eTT. FAmiEily
HIPTEIT LIKTEWIST 616D ueionsD, @)reusvifledt LFflewwid STliLiend p(h UTLHT6T HL DLOWITSHD
Q& mevrig (hbsTerr.d  eTearGeu, euesrgd  @evevid 'wdlidlentl  wmSGieusT (@)sLeVID'  eTEITMY
GuTHpLILLLs).

Gary Geupbgerr Hlerafleuareusit Lissstentesr 6% GETewTIY (HHS 6TLITEV, "WTedT sumrtp Geusssrigus

prewerwd CFidgIl1 Lissstesrest eurLp Geussdr(H)D" 6T6dTM) 6uTLpSl6vTT60T. 23
"uf i Nenf] wmHBHIM6T G)V6VID JewilhCHT CFiiighCHT gnmiiblsr eriodCas".21

eteorm Umbreyrmmls urLevser (urred 173) ojeusti yslp ur@Bslermer. euerg afl 1q60
eTIBUITHID o ewTey 2 enTUeuiHefler sedl ermiibLseflsst suflensd Gumevds CHL (HoH6l%TeRTGL
B)HHG L. @(h FepHSSl6iT 6uedlewLD TOTLIGI I|BIGH6TeN Sevfloaflgimerlesr Clarem 1 LssTLIGLGW

L BBl (hSE MG sTedTL®S @)y HTL_HFMHI.2S
7. 9WFFTEDVHEHLD GILITHIBEVL L16wsH%5EMHLD

waseflar  uflewws Curdss eETewpw  HTVSH G pFFTewsvsst  (Charity  Halls)
WSS LG (HHSeT. HTallfliiybul gerd Curetn GlLmBbsTBISaflsy B)HHMBW FTew6eVSH6T

O)(HbHET 6THTLINSLI LIL_ 19 TLILITEN6V all6mdh&HS M.

"y&1p Blewsev@)w Grifleuery 9mBlemsvEur eusmsesriigsv”.3
@bsdF FTeMeLEHETL @)eOLWMTHI LEHSHEHEGE, 2 uTauarlssliLl L g). aulgdhs Hehd m Cuimevr
CuUBS RLUWISTS R)VEHBWBISHST 6uiTewfldbalsdTmeT. 6% s Ehd: @ WL (HLoeTM], ailsvBIdd EhHd @ LD

B wHMID »eudbGHmTe) aUkIGLD FTeweVHsT &) hhser.S @)a Levsulli @b HmEBMBlenwls
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Le»DETHMIS DG
7.1 urewev Blevds g Y MID
QUDENTL LITEmeY BleV sulplwimasd GClFeveId Liwenllser $Tahs55Te0 2 ulflpliLenss sHd55H, I nGH

CBeved] WrBISeweT KL (h aueTiSHaTT. GBheVdSsTUIST LaflliF Heweu HTHHWDHSH & 6wild @D

DMV Cl&TEHTL g
"9Imbsewevrt Ll L Qpevedlwid usmsTl".? "CFsvepiulli Bmisbs Femaudssrii Gpsved”.3
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