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ABSTRACT

In the history of Tamil literature, the period from the 7th to the 9th century CE is considered
the golden age of the Bhakti movement. The Saivite saints (Saiva Kuravargal) who lived during
this era—Thirugnanasambanthar, Thirunavukkarasar, Sundaramurthy Nayanar, and
Manikkavasagar—nurtured both the Tamil language and spirituality concurrently. In their
hymns, nature does not merely serve as a backdrop; it acts as a treasury of similes that illustrate
the supreme power of God, the yearning of the soul, and the values of Saiva Siddhanta.

This article explores in detail how the Sangam-era Ainthinai (five landscapes) traditions
underwent a spiritual evolution in Bhakti literature and how the richness of the sacred shrines
is explained through nature similes. Specifically, it analyzes subtle literary elements—such as
the natural beauty of the Marutham (agricultural land), Kurinji (mountainous region), and Neithal
(coastal region); the tradition of sending bees and doves as messengers in Agapporul
(internal/ love themes); and the comparison of rain to the grace of the Divine—through the lens of
Immanuel Kant’s aesthetic theories and Saivite philosophy. The primary objective of this research
is to highlight how Bhakti literature transforms romantic love into a path of supreme bliss
(Perinbam) and establishes the lofty concept of viewing nature as the physical manifestation of
the Divine.

KEYWORDS: Saiva Kuravargal (Saivite Saints), Nature description, Simile technique, Agapporul
tradition, Nayaka-Nayaki Bhavam (the lover-beloved relationship), Thevaram Tirumuraigal,
Thiruvachagam, Saiva Siddhanta, Ainthinai (five landscapes) ethics.
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MEFUSD &HT6UITH6IT LITL 60&H6T60 B)UINends 61 (H6WTENET 2626 LOE6IT
*FFeg@wri &, 2 galll Cuyrdflwi, slpsgienn, CFrerm sewed LHMID HMlailwisd
sevaprf, Geeid -636005. S0pHT®H, GbSw.
QU1 F Fr(hbBLD

S @levdaEw eureorHmlsv F.Ul. eFpTid HTHMHTETH (LPHL PETLSTLD HTHMTET(H 66w uilevTest
STV UGH @QuEsHHer GlUTHHETWTEE SHBLULBSDEI. @)EHTVSDlL UTIPHS DFaud
GT6UTHETT6OT B (HEHTRTFIDLBST, B (HBTEOYDHBTFIT, FHSTCPTEHD [BTWISSTT T LMHMILD
wresflsseurssi HHCurt sl Quriflevwujb HeTilssmbud HCFT sueridolsHSHevr.
@euiseflest LTLsVsaflsy @Qumens ererLgl Ceumyb  LeTewmemflwims L (D HePLOWITLOD,
@swmeussflesr GurmHmemsvwid, Sy eToTailsit Gaul smEemwiwid, swFeu FGaHThS all(LpLblwibisenearu|Ld
allerd @b 2_aUewLnd & (HaYTES SlHDEMEI. @SS HenTWTaTgl, Fhid STV $bIBleN6ssT L0 L6l
UdF) @)V E G SB6V 6T6)UTDTET Q6T LT LIflewTTLOS S L1 GILIMHMISTATET 6TSTLIENSUW|LD, @) WD
2 _suemLdHsT surTuwilevrss F(hbHeVmiISeflsiT ClFpewio sTeueuTm allaTdas Ll (h6Terd| 6T6ITLIENSW|LD
allfleurs g rmislngl. olliuTs, WD, GPlehd, GBS YW Blevbisafler @uinhens sTiflsy,
S&LGLTmeT ey susdr@® wMHMID LnTeweus &rgl all(hdHsv, HMILD wenpenw ()swmeailuilssr
& (HEW T (F, 2_QUEMLOWITE &GV CGUITETM BIL LILTET B)60&5Eds g mIH6iT (B)DLoTen)IGersD & TevvTig 6or
SaHlwed  Cariur@hser wHMId  ewFeu  Guiuilwedlesr  Ulsiterewflulley LiGliumriiey
QeinwtiupSleTper.: udbF @evsSlwwrersy  srseweols  CuiflsTtull  uTewHwWTE  WTHD,
Qupemsemw  Qewmeustler  lHCweflwrss w2 wlu  Crrédlener  sTsuaisid
Blewev bl HE Mg sTedTLmS LI LeoLliLi(DSg16uC8% @)susumiiais (pHeitento GbTddLoT@Lh.?

WP&ESWF CFTHSEET. swFeu GTeuiser, @UIDend 6UHEBTEHET, 2 6UsHLD BHWILD, HBLIGILITHET LOTL,

BTWS-HTWE LiTeuld, CHeurrd F(HLpewmEH6T, F(HeuTFHLD, ewFeu ASHTHHLD, 2 bHlenent GlbM 6.
1. peraemr: usg @vsdslwgsler Gunens wHMID 2 euewiouilsir LIkIG,

Qupemsullest @Gwedled o srard Hefl CLIIGTS SHailehGar (Fsvemev. HTVHEHTMILD LjsVeTH6IT
QuDemsmWSG STID 2 TTHBHUTNI 6UTenilHSG UbBSISTOTRTT. FhIGL LIVUTHET @)WNHeNSHeDIL
Qupenswrasll  urLmwe, wurLedler Lerypwrsl usdLgseflssgisrereti.!  @)bwrenugd
QBTLIHEH ewFeud GrauiseEhd Gubensepwls Llearyewrsds OaTent(®  @)ewmeusit
yaspurbElsrmeri. @Qumbensts Ulsrerenflullsy @ewmeusst Gu@men Guad @evdbdlw Ly
QarevsTiwgSCCw T BiSlalll L Tepib, Fw erdFF STOLTH W wFeud: (& TeUTH6T
HTVSF6L HTeiT @) wmHensuiledt LiledTLjevdgle0 @)ewmeusit LjaLp LT(HILD (F)sVdalul LOTL| D6V B LOESTLD
urtiug CarLmgwg).!
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WFUDH GHIUTHET Hl(HHHVBIGT CHTMID GlFeTm @)sTesfllendd Hib LITL6VH6ET LMY FFeHeTL
urellesti. 9 dHHVBIGETET LT 6UOTHMSULD, BV eUaTHeWBHUD, LiIm suermisewarud FAmliLrs
2 auewin eulfl eumenilgglsraresri. 2 suswwGlUMD FumHens eumHentener LTL GeOT(h (F)ewuwiufid
urmkig Qurgleurs @) Blewevsaflsy Gewwdlearma: 1. s eumentener, 2. sliurt H wryy.
®)55E 2 suswwser Gleaumib ewfbsvsTsarTs WL (HD 6Ty, (F)ewmeussiledr @ ewIhsVsTHeM6T
I weliseflsT 2_siTeardHlev LB ewaud @G GBuTHHeTTHa LD GlFIsVLI(HSeTm6UT.

2. sm1s @)evsalw wriler Qsridflujb gerfs 2 mLomhHmpLd

S @evsdlw sugeoTmPlev &Ll eypmid BTHMTERTH 6T6dTLF @(h LTGLI@HLD Fow HWMILD
@)evsEw MIeVTFFE STVTHS HHBGLILBSIDGI. B)bsTeVHHe0 CHTaTyw LISF] @ uidsID, Fhis
Qs HwsLler HBLCUTHET WIysewer W LBSlw eTilss sardbSn@ wrmplwg.? Fnbis
QVsAWSHID  HeweVauT-GemeVall  HTHMEVLI  LITIGUW  LIVeUTHT, LdE  (Bevdbdluig e
B)WDAUMEITH HEMVUSTTEHELD, QYETLOTMEUSH HWVAIWITHLD 2 (Houdldhss ClGTLmikleTi. ()5
'"Brws-prwisl LUreuld' sTeTm S ewdHELILIBHSE DI

Carevasriliwuir augss mbdlewent o ALCUTHeTHET LISHFH @)eVES WSSV sTeeuTn Y 6edTLES LI
ufewrrwod GumbmisiTenest stedTg alwiip@hwg. @mlepd (Hewriasv), wsvemev (@) HHSH6v),
wmsD (2ared), Cpiged (G rnssd), uree (Uiflge) sl gbg Hleotiuriiysep, Sjeubmplst
QFwsourBHseEnd @empeusner Chréslw  erwralsr LwWesTECsTH  @)ewenrdaliul L .3
GOIILUTSS  B(HEHTOTFIOUBST LOHMID  HbSrT UTLVSH6efleL Blevliuriiyseflsr @umbenss
QU (HEWTEN BT H6T (B)emmeuesiiesr yperTL_Fullesr CFwememwils LiedDFTHMIFHesTm 60T

3. H6V au(HEMTEMETSH6T6) BlVID FTTTThd 2 6U6MLOE6IT

MFAUS  (GTUTHET BTVUT LITL VEHOIID H6V 6UHDTHATUND 2_aUeHLHENET Y OHLD BHlewev
STeRTLILBHEIDGI. BIOTVBISMETUW LD FTThd HVBIGST @euidsenmed wTL L Gupmisrerer.’
@ssvBIGEmaTd SHCUTT 2 ewrialled uUSluwrTm LML ES 2 euewkEer CILI(HL  Flemest
O\ F 1 6iTETEDT.

3.1 ;s plev suerepid CeuemTesdT 2_AU6MLO5EHLD

W(HS Blevmisearled auwied eumenTenaTGuw (pHeTewis GlLmiSleTmgl. HSTHDI GuTedle GlLHM
QUIGYILD YL TEHBHWTSH euerTihgl CFLflGgI BIH @D eunweib swFeuds Greui sridulley UL ihgieTerest
6TOTM|  CTOTEILOTM — @)UTHET  WHWTEHLD 2 6UHLEHET  Hewiobglererer.!  euuwiedlesr

Cursiteafl p&HF M GHL1 GlLTaTemaTGW 2 _auewLoWwITd: & aug @)euissaflsiT O1LITgIeuTeT T LT @LD.

o Aflwir|ur_ev eurfl / 2_euemio BH6VID | @HLpsD

FLOLIGST | GLITETESTTT 6uiis) Lb Lid60 L1560 H6VSFI6IT QUILIGD euaTLD
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FHSTT  |'LevGeVT el 1 GlLreT aflemeard@'  |FHLiymbLwd e0dHler GlFpsnLo

FOUBST|CFIqwri CFHOBL Sl LD Hewmuyi e U uweVSH6f6T L T

FHHSTT  |6unhisLoed] SL 6V @LD, U6V [BT6U6VT T 6dT |8 (HBTeUsVTT 6uisVHeT 6T ailfley

FHSIT BGHOUDOUWD szl uTQLCUTE, srelfl YhpPlesr Aplwus SbssebSHle
QFwerBwTH Gewenrdgit UTHSSTDTT: "HV6EWeVTH HL 60 wedr®H SHTallfl BHhieHsW T W
HBINS KT LeVGI6VT LewTly L1 QuTeT eflswerd @b ymbuwb GFTpriGumgGw" !

@)mi@ srallfl Fi uriibg ellewerwdb Luiliser CUTeTETTS 2 (HoudsldsslLBag, HbHD Blevdder
CuUITmHeTTSTT HMILD YTl HF CFIfllIwLIS ST BSIMSGI. WL oI (HTENTH S I (HHs Blewsvullsv
QumTfley eupewTewer @)L DGILMISlSTMGI. FH(HbSlewesr Hailsv 2 sirer GluTledledr 2 wiirdFdd@HF
FHSTT LOEWVFFABTHeS 2 _euewow T TGS TenTHsirenmi: "Fow wrid Qurflsy Flhdbsemnt] Hai.!
BTEUT 6U(HERTENSTHETV FeWTewLl BHHHlD 2 siTer GlpeiTewedr wrddler allflwimrg BMIDLTEN6TS S,
wreneTullest w@LLemerT ($HBHLD) 2 suswLWTHGoug FloubsTler salsgien GLesTewLod @d
FTeTmT @D "Bevwri Geustemer BrefllGxsyd ellflwr BmibLTewer Feuld i fluiledr LY
STL_(HID FewsrewLIBHT TSy !

@)iiurLedled 'aflflwr ppubuTener’ 6TaaTD GUTHewer YyewL CETHSSHIF i1y, YSDHDWHS
2 QUEMLIWITES WITeneTUleT Hhsdbews Gy 2 Heyh HmniGs ewwwjwrm D eer@srerti.’
allevsi@ ouHMTMRTHAYID W(HS Blevd HHLUGCILTHL &Cer eriiLl (HeTarer. Fl(meuTenenyd
HbhST euHewlleEGHOEUTSI, "Slewerdsrer Seirer CFmsTed Brewy" eredr L eulhl Blermy
B WSS Temer 2 _QuenLWTdh@GSlermmir.” 9 Cx5CBumev, FlmeweauwTm pjlewevr Sl
aumenllsGHGurg) usThluller  GreYise Q@uuilener 2 suemwTsHGHlSTOTI  "@)ig & Tev
o|erear@sit eyerid”.’!

3.2 Qpiiig56v Blevepld HL_edlsr FHMLPLD

CBlISD Blovdg eumeTenaTuils) o auewy GHTHSHH ouHeTlssL GG HL6VID LsTenewT

wripG Y@, HL OV YWVHEHSHEG 2 UMWTSF HbsTT Wwewevullewaruid GLossdlemesru)b

GO PAsTori.’

Quinens 2_QIEnLD o Aflwii
2 _miiL]

BL6V BeWEVSEET |LO6H6VEE BlaG TTLiLIer FHSTT
BL_6D 9[emeVS6T 06w LG (GLossid) Bl Gl rmiiLiesr BB T
YetTemedr rd  |ubgbev CGuiresrm Csrmmid FLOLIHS T
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BTEWLPLI LY EH6IT | 6TeTL Limeweudber ibdpriug Cumrerp|fAmiurestmhmiiitient /Gseumyrid

GgrpHmib 6

STl 19 TS GIL1 LIVVUSTFFTHBH6V LsiTemenT OFLD LIL_Thg BIDLg Lbsbev @)L g1 Gumrev

@ uugrsd  Fbubsi  GPUNEESTOTT.! STEwWll YBTHET OGleustTenOWITRT  LpdhHemerL
LS BLILIGI, 6Tl Lpsauser LV 9mGs wihdmriug Cursrm sridullsnerd $mang.b
3.3 gMlepd Blov mailsEpid ewev eTLflgVID

LEMEVU|LD LDEWEV FTTThd LGS EenTer SHLuGuUsD, SlmallenL F&rb, FH(HbEGHHMTeVD 9 pdhw
SHVBIGHET GHDIehF Blevlt LGHlewwd Fribseweu. B)HH0mIGEemeT ouHewildh@GHd CuUTgH ) mailuilst
se0luyid, @Mlepd Plevs HHBLUOUTHL sarTer Flafluid Greu wWeOHD 2 euewio CUDMI6TETET.
|meiluilesr @)g Wpdad CureTn spedld & FLBST 'LsmD' HMID 'WwenTpYe| Y slwahenm el
2 auewLWTss Garardlarmri: "usmpu® allermis@all".! ST BTVGHV Wewev 2 FAuled BHHGI
allgpd gymailuiler Causid LTewDHDeT CLTFHS HHTHEH LEDTVTHGHMSBID, IbD LTV LIHend
Bleovwsefledr gnhsev Opefley GCurevd Tl Fweflliugd wusgl @evsdlwmiseaflsy  buwiwpLesr
aflend s L1 (HdlesTmenr .’

3.4 (psLemev LHMILD LITEHEV B6V 61 (TH6BITEN 6VT 56T

G&Mlehd WOHMID YPeVeweL FBlevmiseEns@ @ewLulleorer urp BloluGgGHCuw uTemey oy EGLD.”
&L 6L M&@ Gleuuiledlsv @) HibL 2 emevuilsd &TilHs @) HbewLLt CUTVL LITene Blevdhgl LD6sT6V
QETEHILSTS 61 (HEBTENITHET [ MLOHIBTMEIT.S (LPsLEMEV BlVSH6D LIFeWOUITEIT H6uHTd Ol TIgH6iT
ueuertd Gumev S MHibyHemers CaTomiailliugid, &ThHB6T WeVTH6T wsallrsvsemer allflsssl
Gurevg GCararmieugilb ewFaudh Greauiseflesr uUTLOseafled @Qunhensenw o ulliliyL et
STL_(HHTmer. &HETT (1PLeweL  BleVsgIs GHTTewD VT  WTeWeVHWF  FleuGlLI(HLoTedT
G ulBLILSTSL uTly, @uhensmwu|h &)emmeusneTud @)snenrdhdleTmmi.®

4. gisL1EUTmsT Ll @unHenss 2 _cuewLossiT

IBLGUTmefledt Hau® uslwTs @evsaslw suewsds UL GVewsv. LGP (B)eVdbawmIHeTeD
YHUQuUTHer wrller  STaHD s  HWSSWLTE  YewwbhglisTengl.!  @ewmeusnerd
SHMVURTTHALD Iy WeenTSH SmeValTHed ClaTsTEhd @)bpewm, Y aTOTOIST 6T5HHHMH
EeuaflliL®S5L1 GlLfgib 2 saSngi.

4.1 grg) all(Gseid Lpsweuseflsir aflefliiLyib

allaflsg15 F»mid @evsalw L HBLECLTHEHSES 2 Ml APLILDFLTGLD. HFad & TelTdEnsT
FLOLIHS (HLD LD T 6u%f1d5 &5 61 T F 3 (IH LD @wriiewerd — Hid LITL_6V&%6r60 CF W LW TS
N W TENT(HETOTEST . FLOLIHST eueanTewL_w|td LpmTeweauu|b efleflGgt urL, wrenllssaurTssi sleafleww
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afleflggi urhH&ermmi.

o auent(h) GGl FIOUBST LUTL VH6flL Hewmevall, HemeVauaTTET FFeWeT ewL i euTHLCLTGI,
ST BlEWVDIWH HWEVAUSTIL LD TnD CUENTIQEWEITH GHTEH  WILILBISTDTET. QUL
WYPHGHLCUTH BT  ellh@  Ceuswrewwwimesr &L  Flewyullstt  spedlemws
2 euemwwrdh@Gaslerpri.! euswrigerr FrsTID  @ewmeussilesr Lilrewrey epedGuir®  Fev
@)L_misefled prigenwlit®dsLLBGS DI

o YUDT STH: euewrtigl b &g il (h) ewrHmwenL_hd Sewevall, LlaTart Lnreveis Hrsl
allQ&larmrer. yprailsii jpemsujb STedleT suaTanTGmsbD Heur(h alldhE h Hemsvall,
BT 2 L6V  BIMEHIDGHS sTT  CEHHMBHUID,  HTVHEHGGL  LIUETHEDSU|LD
2_QUEDLWTEHGSTDTEr. "sTrmHd CF1p BmdgIL LsustdaTh &CUTShIGTET".!

o dlofl grg. wrenflssaurssi uTLOsaflsd  gewevall  SElaflewws gra  allBElsTmTsi.
@swmeussilesr sFThIsBISmars Flafluiler surwimed Cxsl(hdh sewevall @)erL GlousiTerdglev
FlewendHleTpmer. Heflufledr suriids@ WPHEBHOLUW LD (SlEhFdiDd), H6T QTS GHS
Ggpemesru b LITemeVU|ID 2_euewLoliLI(RGIF .

4.2 gemsvalluileir oest 2_ewTii6ysHEIHLD @)WihHewd: LM DM Ik EIHLD

FOUBST CHUTTHBD HemeVailuilesT LoeuT 2 _6wTT6)H6iT sTeueuTmI P WHewSBWTHILD ewFou FSHTHSI
S5SIukIGCaTTHID F)ewenthgl GeuafliL@armer ererug Wa WohSlwwrerg).? L Cailhg)
QUL FHeweveusiler CaEmTevsemsd SHar(h allws@l sewevall, eusrg Lilfleursd euhHEHIH6D,
Carfluil_ib wpewmullHgsv CuTeiTy Blewevssir LTL_LiLihETmet. &)ki@d CHTL sTedrLIousT Gloum LD
2 ulli$Casrfl i (Hwsvevrgl, eToremey @ewmeussili b suflbL GG 'YFFTIW' 96V
'@ 'aller ewLwrerorsls uflesrrod GlummisTerTsir.

SHewevalluiler Ulflsurmmrewoemw allerds, @ upsnasuilsv 5l (LPLD Y] )
2 auemWTESSLULBBIMGI. LdbH6T euT(Reugid, B eunmieugid semevailullesr Glwedlbs 2 L 60
Blewevd@ liurss ST L Liu@&lermer.? @uuflorestd Geumih Gleveardsd SHTHL VTSI,
YETLOT (P)eWMAUHET WL W HIlgHGLD LGS 6Tearm Gevrer 2 ewrisweu @umens sulflwims
BL&HGL LB BB DS

5. urensy LTLVa&afled wewujd B)ewmailullsir 9jmEnLD

LOTeRTSBSHUTFST I Hetw 'S mGeubLirenen’ LTLV&HeTe0 @ whHenHenuIls LjsnsasTeugled sevfliii’ L
urmklg sreTLLGEDG.! @PliuTs wewy Quuiwn Tl dewll LewerubCuUTgl, O|Henet
Gewpallullst HSCsTHDSCHTH RUIGID Buib @ GeoeTwhng).

wewy CuUTflousn@ PTATSTRT euTesfleweVuils) BlHPLD LTHMBISET HWATHHID @)ewmeailullest

2 L VImILIL&HeTT 2 (heudsldhs i (haslermenr
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1. euremailed: wewCuIr® CaTaTMID 67 (1Y UTNTBIHDTS CBTEITL suTesTailed, jLbswLouilssr
SPHTET QUMETHS L|(HEULDTHS CHTeTmIS M.
2. sriGuasib: Slrewr®h) eT1pbgl sMISSHI BIDGL Gwsid, ybenwuilsr FlpGuwefl Gured sri g
9eflEEmg).
3. WeitesreL: &TTCHGFlL GoHmedTmid LledTedrsy, Ijbewiouiler HasTer  GlsvdlenL &G
2 LW TESESLILBSIDS.
4. @Curens:. ererspsg  Uler  etipy  uWss  @pCwrens,  bemiouller
STHFAVIDLNO(HHGI 6TIPLD PEMFWITSH 2 (HeudslHSLILIBHBMSI.
5. wewwy: @miFluiled GlLiiiuib 6w, H)IqWaITEHEHSE B)swmeusst GlLTLflujid ' mHsiT ewLp wTHd
Q& mereriiLBhEmg.!
B)HBMBW ) (HEBTEMRTHET @) UWINHENBEMW (1 2L LICILTHETTSHL LITTHBTLO), BT 6p6ubleum(m
S|ewFailId B)ewmd Fahglewid &ifldld@HLD ¢ h Blewevenw BLod@Hd CHThHmiailssleTmert. wenpsnuIL
upPIt ur(hleug LTV BleV5S5ISHCH 2 M HesllEam DTE () HHSTILD, LOTENTSHUTFHT (BT
HEOT LITL 6056160 Yy 6dTLl s WwewpwiTas 2 wHormmlujsrermi.’

6. 9|walwev HMID FdHHI6euL1 LilsiTevreus]

mFaud Greuisefledst Qumnens eumenTenarsmer Gleumb Falleng BHWLTS WL (HLD LTTHSTLO6D,
Sjeummlesr Lilsitesresstluflev 2 _sirer sdhg1eu wHMID HSlwed CHTiLTHsenar S rmileug Ojeudlwiib.
6.1 @) boTenCaus) Hrevrigesr Hypslwiey GariLr@L S)hbreyddsra(HLb
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