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ABSTRACT

In the history of Tamil literature, the period following the Post-Sangam era is celebrated as the
Age of Epics. The Five Great Epics—Silappathikaram, Manimekalai, Seevaka Chinthamani,
Valayapathi, and Kundalakesi—which emerged during this time, structured the values of Tamil
life based on the four fundamental goals: Virtue (Aram), Wealth (Porul), Pleasure (Inbam), and
Liberation (Veedu,).

Among these, Silappathikaram and Manimekalai are known as the Twin Epics' due to their
interconnected narratives and character arcs. While Silappathikaram discusses the greatness of
domestic life and the power of destiny, Manimekalai puts forth the excellence of renunciation and
Buddhist ethics that sprouted from it. Seevaka Chinthamani explains the spiritual quest following
the pursuit of pleasure through a Jain lens. Although Valayapathi and Kundalakesi are not
available in their entirety, the extant verses allow us to understand the religious debates and
philosophies regarding impermanence prevalent in the society of that era.

This paper explores the literary merit, social structure, the tradition of courtesans, and religious
doctrines of these five epics through a multi-faceted analysis.

KEYWORDS: Kovalan, Kannagi, Madhavi, Manimekalai, Seevakan, Bhathirai, Courtesan
Tradition, Renunciation, Buddhism, Jainism, Impermanence, Virtue, Fundamental Goals
(Purusharthas).
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SLOPl6T go1bELIHLD STLILflw L6 @)evd&lw, Fepds LHMILD FLOWIL
uflwresTiiser Gnss aflflairer 9 iia]
* ppewesrouir G, Frhgepisd), o saliCurrdflwi, rasr yug Qurplullwsd wHmiib
Qs riflevmIl L1d BT, Sy eVIDLLEwTLYy, ClFEhHF.
I F Fr(hBBLD

S8 @evds aureTHnfled FhisD wEHal STOSAH G LbmSW STD STILNLS ST el
SuIbPUILEADS. @)ésTads! 60 o marar U srifubiserrar Aaliugsrr,
wenflGuwassmev, Foausdbsrwent, euemerwiTug wWHMID &GMTLVCHF Y lweneu  Lolpilesr
surpailws aflwpflikisener 9MLD, GlLTmer, @)eTLiD, 6F(H) 6TedTenID BHT6TE 2 MISIICILIT KL SHefledr
OJigL1LtenL_uflsv &L ewLgglererer.! @eupmisr  AsvliuFlETr(pLd et GLogemevu|Ld
SemSWenLoiLleYd LrsSlrt uenL Lilleb eearEnrelL_rerm LilsTefl LenewthgieTarsmsy (@)smeu
'‘QrienLd srilwubiser ster  wPHELILIBSlOTDET.? FAluglsrrn  (Fevm  euripeailssr
Gueremwenwiujp 2arpailenerullest susllewwspwiujdo Gua, wenllGLEmey YHOHHH WP DdHS
sipeupsglet FApliswLud CueTHs JDEISmETUD PeTSESDS.> Fousdlbgroemt G)eru
BIsTeydhGL Ulsterrrer ysimifas CsLemevd Fwewrd sTiGur@h allords@slng).° susmerwmug]
wHmID G VCHF &l BTVHET (PUPSWLOWITHS SHlewL_asLIClupTalll LT, eTehFw
UTL 6V&6T eUTUeOTdS  BbBTVF  FepHHSHem FWOWL LFOSMETW D FHleweowrenw @GHDlss
sosiumismarud HBlu Yuing.” Gss Homr, Gaimabs srillubisaflsr Gedslw puw,
Fepdd HLLeOLIL, Hewllenad i oL wHMID Fowd CHETLUThSHeeTL LT (phd SeiTemLou|L 65T
QT TSNS

EMVF GlFTDHT. CHmeucvet, Hevwteawrdl, wrseall, WawllGHemner, Fouser, LGSlewr, &euwflendswi

L, SIDeuPLd, ClLTSSLID, FLORTLD, BNV W TEWLD, HMLD, 2 MISILIGILIT (6.

1. yperasmT

S0P @evdsdhws ugtifled sTULNwBISeT sTedTLIeNeU GlauMILD &HLIEHEITd: HENHHET H[6V6V; jewe 6p(h
FPpESIST LHTUTL B Gauisemeru|io, Y& HApgwarsmanu)n HYOSS S0P DEGS Cl%TewT([H
Qedaiin sar_smserrss QruiL@farnar. "epb, QUIEST, GaTun, of@" T BTETE
CpPlEemers Gasrant(h) o (HauTssLLUBLL B)evsalwnisGar &TULNWBISET 6TewT (3)60dHH60T HTLTT

UDTWMISHaTmert.? FBE @usSwnisellsd 9 &sHHIMDF FTihh LITL VBT  SHeW6V66IT-
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sHewevalluilet 2 _ewrieysswerts GuflermTeyid, sriilwd sTev auHbEUTE SHevfloefls o ewriea st
Fps YMSCHTH G)ewewts s iLiBslsT e,

FBIG @)VSHES WSS LD(HBHD HlewenTulley Hemevauestledt LIThsemio ppdhssid allfleursis Gualiul L gj.
B)smerrd CsTLThHg eubhs SriLlwuBssT, GUILUTSEF ALIUSSTID, @)HSL LTSS V6V
HWIMBWT PUESSMEF Fops WHINTHHEHL T 6TeeuTn| (3)WEWTEHESTDT  6TETLIENS L
yeoliupsgidlarmer.d sulflesr wpsev @) sriilwsbisermer FAeoriugsrripd wenilGasensou)b
BHEG (PHwsW @SB  OIL|SDET 2 6TeuThis], SHlenerdssamsmafler suflwmrsls  GlumD
BHGIUBIGMETL CUTHGHaT. @eweu @)L ewL & STULIWBISGOTTSS HlBLPHSTEYILD, LjeV6 T e 6T
SH651BSIULOTET Y EHEWLSCHMN LIS &6515BH6TeLOHEM6Td: 015 T6usT (B)6IT eI 6vT.2

2. QU@ sriflwkisefer euensiuTGb eureorHmics LieiTesresstu)b

S0PV STLILNWBISST 6TedTD uewSLILIT®H &L, @)TesTL_mib HTHDHTTH (LPH6V LiGSTLD HTH M TevT(h
auenruilevresr &TeVSL L G5 60 G euearidFd HewrLgl. Heirenred ullewsVbrHiT 2 ewruilaid,
Uetresri  sullpailhgrg Cumrerm  mrevsefled "wbGumd  srilwd"  stesrm  suswsLliLr(h

2 MSILBSSIILL L ).0

& miifluid o Fflwii FLOWILD & T6VLD WpS6sTeMLOLI GLIT(H6iT
Asvliuglarrid |@)ernCs ety seir FLoewrid (Qumrg|d.i. 2-9y 10| Lq 06T SHTiLiluib
STl BT DD TR / 9>

wenflGasemey  |FoHoHemevd FTEHSeTTT  |(ClLOTSHSLD 5.9, 2-gyib|lgimeumid | LF i ewsf]
BrHDTET() Qs

£ ouaF b mLoesstl|B) (555 558 e T FLDGWTLD EINNE 10-<y ib|oswrHTed / (B)6dTLIAPLD
BT [ 65T (b) of G

suewemwiruig) gy Aflwir FLOGEITLD .0, 9-9y ib|BlemevwirenLo /

o PlwiL_eilsVenev BT DD TERT(H P (LPHBHLD

Gam_wGsd  |prs@ssaTTi Querssid .00, 10-9y D] 51D /

prppran®  |feeowres

@) EHTULWBIGET HMTHSID SO LOOTER(leT WeNTHMSHF &b BDusmel. GOILILUTSS
Aevinglasrrpd wenflGusemevujd srallfliibul’ 9erd, wHewT, auehd YHlw SHL0lpssHler
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QU@L BETHIFZMONTS HMSEHHETLTSS OCarasrherarer.! wHm sSTUlwhissT L Gwrifls
BTHEBIGET WHMID LI Bleoliugdlsemearu o erar. GHlw SHewssenerd 6l TesnTiy (bbb TeLb,
S| (PSS G LD BHGIUBISET BIDF GHYPIHE sTHUL QUTBESLILIL BHerTerer.®

3. AL Trib: GlgLodssr Sriflurpid Fepss epmIELD

Asviuglarrid, "AsvibLy - HFsTrid" sTedrm Sy litewL_ulled Cuwi GQuDDGI. )& TrFTHeweTGuIT
CarauisemerGuimr UTL T, FTHTTeNT LeflsTsarTer GHTeUsVST LMHMILD  HESITETS DU
SHDVAUTHETTEHE CHTessT(h LIHL_SSLILL L STV "G lgLodser sritlwn” eterts Curppliu@®Fng.’
@& YHTTd HTETL LD, LOGIHTdH HTRTL LD, uEhFld HTewrL_Lb stewr cperm Llfleaysemerd Glsrenr®),
Gar, Camri, uresTigw YSw cpCoubsiseweruyn AnLiLl&EHng.

3.1 sesflenswir b Fepsts Lilfleysenid

AVNUFETTID  YEHTVF FPsHSHPHOT HeweL wWHMID CUTHTTSTT HHG (PODOUIS
sIelwiorst UL by sAng). GPLLTs, saflaswui sapsn GHss alfarar ubayssr G
2 siTeredr. Vb WBIGETD FTSDUTHDSWIT 6THTM| FnMILIUTHEDOT Q)T 6wL_d & TLILIWBISH6T
seflensWi  eTedTy  Yewwdhdlerper.’ HAevliugasrrnd @euiseflsr GeusuGeupmerr  Lilifleyser,
Souisensd @Mbs Fups  wglly  wHDID  euisellsT  smG  Hpsrsewerts  LDHBS
Csfaisslng .3
srifwkisels) pLer waefi LGan QUWiTssTTe GREUNLLLGHsTmeTi:

. o pampBlut, oyrEmbui

o ImIFWeT aeflT, SewLsuLpl sefli

. senflens msdur, Garflu Ll pmsui

* BIL& WL bewgsui, Lellewe 1L hengui

o ubull UTHmS, CaTesTiy Waefli 3
Qeauisafley "senflews" stettm GlFred Asviiuglarrssled 81 @)L Biseflsy ewswmariiul (BHererg).3

Henflenasw ey BHTeiTE (LpHHw suensullarenrd AeoliLglaTrid LilsTauhorm allerds@Sng):

UM aflemd a1
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QLD FnSBlwi | QL 60 Hemevuilsy L RID BlLjewTsglauid Glummeut

@) HLig wiri 9} VWIBIGET LHMILD LTI Lessilgseaflsd mHLIGILD Liewflwreriser

yoysTher 4yspelupm bLerd semeVehrmer wrsall, @euisellsd "Brisd sHenfllens” srerm
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3.2 yoysmilesr suenflad ApLiLh senflenswi of Slujib

LoY&TH BT WH,TOIUTSESD whHmIb Ul igerliurssd ser @)@ ugglsertsl Liflbg
allermigwg. Ul YeTIUTSESS5IL UTSSWT  afdlseafled SHenfllewswi uTIPhSI UHSHETT.
@euiseflesr euTpalll_Biser LIS EGHH6T, WwesllEer @)ewds LI(HEHNEHHET HMID )T 6esdTLOEH 63T
Gurestm susglsemers Carenriypbser.'! @eurseflsst Fops Y HHVNSH 2MTHTERT HTeNSH
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‘wemsvriLimen AnLiLiler $ewevdsCasmsv yflewauuid sTaTOlewTERT HeWLVBWTT @)HEL® afSlujb”
(2ari s TevsT Brews, 154-167) 3
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3.3 9w glsir Qeunm): earpailemesruyid 15aluyib

Asvtiuglasrrd "grfwsv LewpsdGasrid@d M T HMTEGL" 6TedIm SHHLICILIT(HEWET HLOWILTSD
CaTeTLgl. GaHTeouevsit  GHIHTUIlL  &H6TeUST 6TOTSH  HUPTHE  GOMLD  FriL rul @
CasrevsvliLI(eugId, YIMHBETHE HawTentdl Lol Caslugid sTUlWSDHeT 2 FFEsEL L TE@Lb.
LITessTiq Wi Lo65TesT6dT Glh(HEhHOFL Wi H6vT Heumiewtihgy, "wTGerm raesr? wTGesr HeiTeued" 6T6OTM)
& 2 ulliell®eugi, CariitlumbGseall 2 ullfall@eugid  Falullst  GiosiTewipemul
Bleweub T HFHeTMer. HevTentd WwgImTewWs &edHlewrwrdsl, Lisrert euehd WTHETD ClFeTm)
uTeT L@eugl SLlpflet spL CpplulleTt susflswwenwid ST BEIDGI.

4. wenflGuaame: YN AhFmeaTHEn Cuss 6bDlsEHLD

wenflGusemev, Aevliugsrrs semguilsr Curigs QO TLTdfwmg. Heoliugsrrsgler @ migullsv
wgiewr stfléasliul L Lier, Gasreausvsufler Lilfleursy gruwmmm wrged Het a6 el GLosenevuL_6iT
Uss swwhmss Swadnrer® weGusme srifun  Geefsr gpey aTphmsmIL
alleuflasalng).

4.1 srafluggler Crrésup imeunpid

wenfllGuwsmevswwitt uTqw  FEHWVF  FThSerTi, CluaTds Fwwd  CaTerensHEemart
urtiyeusnsBu CBrasTasd: OaTanTiy (HheTi. enflGEame) a0 AnbosauarTs ) HHHST6V,
IJUMETLI LITHMS eUTLDeSHE B)(HHLI LIOHLD (PWeVFSSTmeTT. GUILILTS 2 W@LWTIeT 6TeTm
@)emeurFeT auswer HewL_wjd GlurmL B LeT6sTL_Talnmer. &) Hriileiid, wenllGsemsv Heor
SIMeY 2_6TeaTgHGT6L jeunemm CleusiTm) b Ld@Genilwirs weoislmmer.2

4.2 opsarUiluy udiiflest w@msgieuwptd

wenflGuwasemevuilesr e wWoHHw ybFb "GusHrl” ererliL@Bd GLFw UTSISITD ) GLD.
wewsflusVeveud Fallsv CarTesll Gumiiensuilsd aueEhsE @)LusSrn HwL sSng.* g udf
sTereyid  Uewflewws  Fis@  s@malwrss GFwsou®FEpgl.  @)ssTUllwbd 2 swreilsr
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wenflCGuasemey  WPHUIDLUY FTaIFssTeT sTadTn  (pevflauhe@ 2 ewrauaflss  Ljevsresntwidglesr
srrewTorsGau @)ULNmLed upsHTL] OeuEhd &GS S 14 WHTeHS Saudlevensd gnminrer. 3)g)
wefls CBwid LHMILD Fepsd CFemeuswws g LliLiewL WTHS GlBTenTL SriLiluib o) E@Lb.

4.3 wenflGuasameauiled ALILFETT LTHST 6T

wenfllGusemevds STLILWSHeV euehd] LHMID HFF WTHEHT LbHs HTemdHHefls) Hearentd], G reausvstr
woHmib CFresr GFmIG L (Heust DBl GWILILSH6T euHBSTMesT. Hevorewtssl ewfl Gosewsvulll (b Fedr
pHUIDLIL) uTeVTHEMMU|LD, OileWSTUIST LILISTTEY ST6IT WL _[bdh SHIWTHWBHULD afleurldsdsmreir:
‘QapT eTelF afleneTulledt LiwesTTey STFL LDGILTLHL H60lBI% BeTarTL (H$ STl LOGITETeUT
QUFEYLD GBHLOTEMILD «evvernerrererinireneesinreeaeseraeeessenaeees e BHoisHD LpaissL el Bhsll LImbgib
BmHgID 2 evGeurtd” (ewflGassmsv, 26:10-41) 3

Qeveuiflaer apsoid wpiilpliny whpib apailver Gplss CusTssd HAbgeearasr sriiilugsls
ugIUTSL Lgley GlFiiwiLl (heTearer.

5. FausdbsTioentl: FLewTdh GCETETNESHEHID BeWeVF FMIiL|LD

B hS5558Haurmey  &Sl.Ul. uGsTD BIrOMTEwIGL Qubdpliul L Feusfbsrwent, sLillev
allpssliuralled HewwhHs PoHeL GUEHL Srilwwr@g.’ @)a Fwenr Fwwd 6&TeTemHHM6T
el Di55IADS)-

5.1 prevenoLiyid (B)6VLDLISBISEHLD

"fhgrent" Tt CEHLTH eflyewLwl @l UewE LEVIWITEGD. FousbesiledT eUTeOTHENMI:
FImMIusTeY @sN&HF "Feusdbsrient" eterm GLwi eubsg.S @HHTL 13 @eVibLSBISD6T

Cla TevvT (H6iTOT G|

Foum  FAHBrinaof
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(3)svibLis D &S %
BTLOSE6T (B)6VIDLIGLD Feousesfler UmLiy whHmib @)erenLodsdsmeold
Camallhewgduwi i (§)eVIbLIgLD LenHausnT Glausitm CHrEsemer L L 6D

HTHSb(HUSSHMSWTT @)eVidLIs |G ewaFs Curi_iqullsv GleusTm) wewrid Liflge0

GHENTLOTEHEOWITI (B)6VIDLIGLD WITENSTEMU (L & LOewTLD L|flgH6v

PSP F)eVIbLISID Fouset H1Me| LLeT(h) (PHsH] ewL_g6V

Fausar TG QUaNSMET WETHESSTL GHETD "LaTRTR" TETHID SPESILGEMNS.S
euCleurh SlHwenwtssledt Curgid s srhlwb Curerp ellfleurer oumevTeneTHsT (@)L LD
U meiTETEDT.

5.2 grinfs erapFHujib HimeyLb

FousevfledT HHewH FFFHH6T, H6iT Lenestall aflewFenwiuil_1b CBTERTL EHTL WdHHSHT6V L Flewwils
uplEsTHSHIL LOWTHEDTET. SHLIQWBISTIET 61N  YWIFFT @GpFFwmed BTl enL LI
g sAnTer.S sOsTI® INhS FaseT, SheIbELET aatm aelsarTed aeridssiur (),
Ulesreorii g6t efrgsred prienL WL dmmresr. @)lillsnin, Gmidlssredgslev @ Grni@ (whg)
ST GlwewTu|LeT  UPSSIN&ETHEI  CUTTTHeuswss s, 2 alwe)  Gerumiseflsr
BlewevwirenLoew Wl 2 esriasimmedsr. 'S

aflwswrCspall H61 WHMIEG IYolldS YDa T JNTH FIDebh@ aufloiGhslng: "ClFeaupid
@)eTewiowld WITEHMSHWID BleweV|H6dlVeVSTET B HVTeD (F)euMiledT LOEILPTLO6Y BTEHLD HsVeVMGLD
BrigdF GFiigsd Gouewr®".!® Fouser GmuBluiled Feir o1 B wewesTOlwIT LWHMID LOHBEDETU|LD
Uil ipe) CupCETan® (phd SjenL_EmTsir.

6. suswerwrugl: 9 MEBMuD GE DU §HenLOU|LD

QUSHETWITLIG] 6TOTLIG| &H.L0l. eTLUSTID BTHMTERTIYL QDML L @) FoewTd SHrililurglb.

@)% @)STmI (WPPWLWITHS SlewL_daailsVemev. 72 LTL6V&6T L HGW 2 enrwrdfluissT epeowms

B s’ (Hereresr.3
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6.1 smas 5@

suemerw TS uiledT H6ewSH HeuGHTIY BT T TIIGHTET 6TEM 616STHENEIT HLOUILDTEHS Ol TENTL g). 9j6u6dT
B GVSSDGLI YDOUTST D@6 ClLISTEHENT MIHSSTEV, QUeWISES FUPHID YDA PF|d5H5)
WAUGHIMGI. @)HOTTV Ut HeiT wewarailewiwds swasail(hidmrer. Llerar euehdsGl Unbhs
W&HeT eueTihgl GufweusTTd), H6T Shewsewuwsd Csly aumSmTer. @mislulley srefl Csallullesr
sTLAWSGHIL 6T Ut SHows IaumeT gMmis  Casmerdmri.  @)g1 @ HbusHler
YPSIwhgISmBu|D, HDEpPlewuiu)b a16dlumisgiSng."

6.2 urLsvseflesr Amiiyy

B sOul L UTL60&6T updaid wHmIb GlesrevsvTenwsnwts uHml Cuadermer. "werG! Hsvev
QpMluilev Blermmred ef HELm GumevTid” sT6iTLIg @)dboTrLNSH T pdhdlw Mm@ L.’
1. TLVGHS: Hirbasupld CUTSSHS SHFHI0LPLD

BTHGHSSOTTTITY USSTID HIHOTeNRTIGL Gubppliul’ L Gl eG8asd, Cluerds Fowd
Q& TeTenH BT U MISGSHILD HiTdd BTEVTELD.3
7.1 ugglewyuilssr efrapid HiDeayLd

LUSFewT 6T 6uewTlahds &H6eVLI GILIGHT, HTETET 6TOTD HETOUMETH BTHE0IHGI LDGWTHS MDT6T. | 6uTT6V
HTEOTET 96Ul BWBHBHEHHBTH jeUsard 6lETVVSH FHL L LIHSIDTET. wewsv 2 FFluilsh jeusst
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0%AE %BF %E0%AE%A8%E0%AF %8D%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE %BE%E0%AE%AE%E0%AE %A
3%E0%AE%BF

Fouss Abgrwent] (2_enrbewL )/ Brwssr Geibusid - aflddlepsod, accessed March 11, 2026,
https://ta.wikisource.org/wiki/%EQ%AE %9A%EQ%AF %80%E0%AE %B5%E0%AE %95_%E0%AE
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%AE%A3%EO0%AE%BF_(%E0%AE%89%E0%AE %B0%E0%AF %88%E0%AE %A8%E0%AE %9F
%E0%AF %88)/%EQ0%AE %A8%EQ0%AE %BE %EQ%AE %AE %EQ%AE %95%E0%AE%B3%E0%AF
%8D_%E0%AE%87 %E0%AE%B2%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF %8D%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%ED
%AE%AE %E0%AF %8D

13. wsd) @evibusid - Dinamalar, accessed March 11, 2026,

https://temple.dinamalar.com/news_detail.php?id=13563
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