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ABSTRACT

This article explores the diverse systems of belief prevalent among ancient Tamils as depicted in
Sangam Literature. While these early people lived in harmony with nature, their inability to fully
comprehend or control natural phenomena—such as thunderstorms, earthquakes, and diseases—
led to the development of specific beliefs rooted in both awe and fear. The author traces the linguistic
evolution of the word "belief" from its roots in Tolkappiyam, where it initially signified "desire," to
its later usage denoting "trust” or "faith".

The study details various traditional practices, including Nimitham (omens), Virichi (listening for
random auspicious words), and Aazhiyizhaithal (drawing circles in the sand to predict a lover's
return). Furthermore, the article examines the significance of animal behaviors—specifically those
of lizards and crows—and the spiritual reverence for trees. It also touches upon the ancient dread of
ghosts and the interpretation of nightmares as precursors to misfortune. Ultimately, the paper argues
that these beliefs were not merely superstitions but served as a social framework and a way of life
that continues to influence modern Tamil culture.

KEYWORDS: Sangam Literature, Ancient Tamil Beliefs, Nimitham (Omens), Virichi, Tolkappiyam,
Folk Beliefs, Superstitions, Cultural Heritage, Natural Phenomena, Tamil Life, Mythology.
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FmI% B)eVHEE wSHE 6V BLLI G S5 E6T
‘yewaraui &. afrssbler, 2 sailt Currdflwi (s0p), HMlalwsd wHmIb wellgalusy g,
f pd5g1Gwrer GsTlevBIL Lid Heveprif], ClFsiTemer - 69. enasGud stevwr: 7639263360,

wlestesrepasv: Veerathamilan02vdm@gmail.com

YTDIDT
FBIS Qs  etedtLgh  @uewtLrullyd Qe (HBEhsE wWpHUL L SLllpisefer

auTpallienss Ogarars6lseaflaiTsds ST (HID HEDTERTTIYIWTEHLD. HHT6V LHH6T G)winHensGuim(h
@evwpHg  uTphSTID, Gubhensulledt  WTHDHBISDETUD  THITUTTTS  BHlHLP6YSHEWETIL|LD
eTHTO s TsiTem Ffev 'BIOLIGWEHWT 61 EHSH WeusS (HHBeTT. @)eweu Gloumid cLpL_BHLOLIGHENBHETTS
IPLWTLOEY, Fepshd SLHSCHTULTSHaD, suTpallwsyy Gpplursen @)mHhser. [G)eTenmi
g Plallwey 2 &l LPHBWIY wahseflet BOLSwEHHT YDPloydHGLl OGUTHHSTSOTOUTSI,
GareTmevTiD. eTedflenId p(fH BTL L1467 eureVTHNYIL @)SHeWBU BLDLIGHeNHHETV LIV j6uitseifleir
eurpCeur(® @)rewrLmii Ulsitesfls Lilewenthg HlL_GESTMET 6TedTN 2 _eisTewioewul LMidhd @)uIevrg)
6TeiTLINS CBTHHLTSH ClaTaTEL (355 (HewT 9eHLASISTDII.

CxrHmib suaridH

BOLSeNSBEHET LEHEHETTED 2 (heuTHELULUL (HF FUPSTWSST LTHSTESL LD M6UT.
W&HHETTEY 2 (heuThHsliul L @)bs bDLlsensser stetm GCsreryler sterm Sl L eul L oTss
UHTWMISHHIS FnDUPLGIWTH LIHPEDLD GIETTL STGHLD. sTedflenid eflger @umnensuilsy 9Fs
uUTFILE5EHSE WG L' 14 khhs vy eueridfulls CHTLS5HETVSSl6V BLDLIGNSHS6T
Cararylul(hdbs  Ceuanr(hid  stedatCm  CHTedTmSledTmLI.  676lewTev{l)  LD6WTIB6IT — In g 6uTLPS
QarLmslwCurg QunemsGur® Gumyrr Geuswriguil(hhss. LICUTTTL L Bigseaflsy Geumm
S gquwCurg  wEpFfAuyd  @erued CarevallyydmGurgl FsFpd  eusvwpd  Ulmboer.
g slweflgser  Qunemsemws seoteuwliL(Bss (P wTsBlemeouilsy, Guipsnsulled 9 HMeL
SH6oTevT 691D euedlewLOLOGHH| 6T6TM) 2 WTTd HeW6eVLILIL L T6T.

HCHIBISET  euerrgl  @uevreww, YPlwreww  2arpailewer  Cariumhseflsr
Oglitsn_uiled yBlw BLEmEHar LswL S51F FOTSTRTIPLD YNISVID CIFUIL (LPeDEITHSI.
B)sewerr, “gHGuysear Gunsnsulley sTamId &, @y, CUEHWeL, LYsbuD CuUTsTy 9FFib
H([HID Bl 1PFFBEHSHEGID CHTUIHEBHHGHD 2_VEH T HEIT 2 Ve LD HewTh:EDM ailHCar &TyenTid
aer mleari. elsaflar Harswsds sowilsas JuDedms CHUMBHINMTTHS &H[HD)
auflul Lewri” (Bewevsserepfluin, CQsT@gH-3, L.672.) sTetin SweVdhHemEhFAWD FLHF BT
H6VMeV, BlwiHenauilst 93 susLeVsw G Yy FHleauTHsefler 2 TS Sle0 YFFSmabs CHTHMIANSS
BLOLI&SENSBHMETUILD 2 (HOUTHE WG| 6T Fn DEVTLD.

LesflHevfledr HeoTerTe 2 EWTT6YBEHLD FUPSTII HEV2_ETT6YHEBHLD BLbLbewasHewar 2 rifll’ (h
QUETTSE  QUHBSIOTDRT. Y HBLLIEMBELT @  Sewsvwewpullerflllphal  LHEDTEH
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semevpswmullest(hdh@ wryeufluilsy urall eumBlermesr. GHTL GHsTeL BLOLIGmMBSHT, @)eTenmuL
BEWL_(pewm suTipailey CSTL ThHg sl DM euHSISTDT. B)5HHMSHW BIDLIGNBBHST L0560
surpalled WGFwrs @)L b CupmieTersst.
BN dGenas = ClFTeveYIb Gl HEHLD
BLoL&enas 6TEITLIS eI & L 9 BIFVSF] 6V ‘Belief’ 6TETM GlFTsv
vweTuBSSLILBESTDG. Cgoiwsr Guriflulsv ‘Aberglaube’ steirn GFrevaid L FaH6wmriflufsv
‘Overgeloof’ srstrm  GFmsvgd, GLevfleip Qumihluilsv ‘Overtro’, ‘bijgeloof’ eresrm QFrmHasEHLD
‘BoUlsens’  ereremid  Gumrpefled ewswTerhiLL (B su(HeuswBH SBrewrevmid.  CgmevsmiLilwir
HTeVSHSBI6V ‘Bl 6TedTn ClFT6L al(HLiLID 6T6edTD GlLT(Hefled yariiLil g HoHHSTDII. (3)FemevT
“BLoLyCey BewFwiT @Gr” (G msv. GlFmsv. 329)
eteory  Osrevasriilu  BrouTeursd YPlwevrd. Gsrevsrilwi ‘Biby eTedrm  GFTEVEMEL
2 MNFQFTLVTEHS ST (H&SlTDTT. @6 LigBlewey eueridFFwimrs BHMlewewruilsy ‘bioL' eTedTm
allewesrdGlFmsy  ‘Bolsens’  steorm  Qumrafled, wLHEDTEH LTL 60D  BIDL|HED 6T
CFrsveur_Fujib  ewswTarliLl g HLLeDS STewTeVrd.  @eummledl(hbgl  BIDL  eTedTn  GlFTeL
QBT SH5Sl60 ailpriLid stedrm CuTHefled, Llsrert BioLdens sredtm CuUTHeflad Liulerm)
b, HTVLICLTSSL BibLlGema sTearm CUTHefled i HG @)FCFT6L aubSLHI6TOTSIT 6TITLIENS
“GaMuwib Quessrigi FAmIGFTed BHibLilg” (Bm. 175:7)
“BrLsv FrerCGmmi BLoHev LPCwelm” (pnh. 327:1)
6T6dTM @ILITL 6D B|LgH6T 2_6W0TT SHHIBSTMG].
9IMeyib BIbLNdsem a5 ujLD
s LUlsiry,. apmlsorer (Sir W. Hamilton) erestusui “9gjaswerdhler 2 mourdssGo
BbL&maswTEgG. PeuTmmed stearuhH O pham1 (Knowledge) 91 wrmiun’ B podHlsrmagi.
uGSSPAD@GID Yweu 2 L LBeubHVenev; sraflsId WeTD gHMIECISTEATEHID PeiTe»M
wLN&Eena sterds Gasmsirersvmin.” (Encyclopaedia of Religious and Ethics, Volume 12, p.459.)
TSI M. M6y d&Lb BLoLNEem 5@ CoumiLir(h 2 _eist(h 6T6TLIGI B)eUTSHI H(HSHTGHLD. 67ClewT6 6D,
Qauflst  mbpiilg  PSTEaTTISANST  SESIUREMETLD  APSIOTEDETLD BT
THmIECsTeTHTEDTD.  emeu  &idas wewpuied (Logical Method) omlwiiL®Beugred
Bl sensEeTTsTmET.
BIOGHID LITTd>3H6V
BIBlSHBHID 6T6dTLIGI suTipalley LileT mlapeall(hdb@Hh BeTeww Hewwsmeard Flev @Goluf (b seflst
UTUWI6VTSE (LPEITERIEHTT SHIUBTGHLD. (B)HWeT @)6TM) FE&H6OTID 6T S eWLPSHEBTMETT. LILPHISTEVS
SLOIPTH6T @)Hewertll LyaT BIblGHID stevr () (h CFTMHHOTTEL i 1qusiTenesti. GlhTevsTLILNWISS]6D
“weireiid B GrHOICuTHar Csuiaun” (Q5Tsv.Clurmsr. 39.1-4) stesrmy GDILILIHE DG
of g @BHES UDLUL@D e BeTefflSsn LTTES SjaitEsT LpUULLart. Lpad
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F@EWTBIGOTTEYILD BLO1%SBIS6T & LOT6edldHBIILIL L 6dT.

“Leir@mpip QUITapgIh LSHHN YYDV

2 _arafld QFsrComi Lflwievi” (ymiwo. 204:10-11)
aueTeredlL_1b LIfFled FHlewL doHailsemev 6THTMTEY ausiTaTENEVLI LIlGSTIOY SHTd Ll L GBrib
BV GBITsH  (PVemev  TeTMI  UHBSIOTT. LPewau OClFWeVSH6T  epeUTHD  BILHGSHLD
urissaul L gl. S Y6t BlIlgsid  eterliul L g). Breflermepid ysiraflermepid  BlflG s
UmrissOul L g].
aflflad) CaiiLsv

allfl&d] etedremid BHOFTD CHLl(h sbeiTLg BL GG HOLISDSBUD HdHBTEVSHEV

B BHoSHI. SEWTH BTy @vevTsauisst snH6FweTHI CuaHd CuiFlewer gblwmi iy
SewwauGs allfldFd) 9y @ib.

“2 mLblewL_d &19@)1g He»TuyLd

GBIV BTL W6sT 6u(h2 Lo sTermTSar” (Bm. 65)
6T LITL 6VIq&61fl6L Hemevausdt 6T IGLITSHID 61 (HouTedt 6Tadr Hewsvalluid CHriflujb HeuswsvLiLil (hd
& TevTIg (HoHGHLCUTSHI LUSHSHH f B Gusdt sH6lFweTs WHEMTH GluTaNsHE (B)sTGsr
aumBeuesr @ICUTGES 6u(HEUTET 6TETM| 2 WISHHN g BMOFTVVTHS HHBLILIL L & (BMH.65).
GLogyiid,

“Qmpsvbi st b aflflad gpiids@ b

QFbapg Guewriger QaFmsvspid Blywur”  (ymib. 28:6-7)

“ g Meusmarts Quredbhas ChTemeh CFmm” (@ m). 260-3)
@uiurLevigsaflsy allfléd Cal ugmars gLty Carallspdhsd CFaTn PV LLdbHemer
QpLBer® OileusgisE udlwrss gral ‘elflFdl’ Casl B mhur. o feausmear-#niE, FniE
QUEHETIIVHEHDBEH @ CLIWTTS 6ubgl eueHaTWVEHT ewilhs CluTedlwmm sTewrd @)L_GCHTeir
B35SV BeITes{1SHHLOTSH dn DLILI(HS D).

W ullen1ps560
smeveuswerll  Uflhg  sefllowvyppdlmsad sewevall, semsvaussiler  sumenHem
T TCBTHSS HTCeT GMIILTIEGLD (h GHDPeOMWITGLD. (B)Hemert,
“Carhaurdl gnLmi1 Newmsnws LMY CsTsra)
b1 (HCeueir sHevsrL_Glesrsir ADMIspIL sevor_mmiGas” (60 142:24-25)
B)VGHWBIBET Fn L OlWPSHHV 6TeOTF FL_(HSIITDHST. HeVTeHNT CLplgdH0lSTeTH  LoewTedlsy (1
Ll LD suswyw PMHUBBHVTGLD. CHT(HH6T (Q)ewewihd (hbHTeY HTTHeweThHg BlewmGeumb
eTeureyld @ewewtwir(HLiLller BlewmGeumrgy erer BlFFullb@Gn Bllss &M BDLNEeSHWTELb.
B)BHWTE Fn L6V, T L6060 PS5 H6V, QpLHUNewLpGH6V 6TevTa)Ld Fril(heur.
QevsHlwgdlev FHemeveusttlest eurailewerds Csmigl B ‘Hleuswrhgid’ sTewwTeniiw HMHens
HTTHIEMTLD. YTTEV Ton LML QUMTHS FMSHWS,
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“CFuign! 1! emausCmr 6 evorsuf]

TUQBIFUT HEDRTHS URBHIMTT wewpdaewr (5. 351:10-11)
61607 H60l5061HTewdS LITL 6V g &HafleD HT6iT STenTliLi(hEmg).
L16V60)

OSHBHTEV &G SHET LIV6O] CIFTVMIMSHD: FonlTThgl C1BL_ (B 6THTHTEVSHBH6D 6TETET HL_d&HLD 6TTM
eTenTewfIl LITTdg SHEHML BLHHOTT. HeMeVeuswaTLI LHMIG ST6T Blewesrdhs CLmT@6lghs0svMLD
usv6ed) Feuflev GUTHHF BTDTEH 605551 R)FevTTsv GUTHET CHL ClFeiTD Heweveusst ailewrailsy
FlwLbLeursst sterr ewevar pLoLllewrmeir. (BmH. 333.9-12).

LsVedluilest spedl BeTEUILOSHLOTSH jewLoaUHS,

“Gleflwr g mrib L1sved)” (pnH. 246:1-2)

“Bevsvendd Famib LIsved)” (bmH. 333:10-12)

“ Blaspeusnsd gmmin Lsved” (s, 151:13-15)

“upm1aumiics usved)” (a1, 387:14-16)

“sewtlsumuiisved” (151:14-15)
sTedrd &L (Heugl epsvid HWlwievmid. LsVedlul L HenFullswerd CgTps ClFLHenul,

“smidlw BevsOlev HFemM Blewev,

urmIsil uevsd uGCSTHID Lyails” (os10. 9:18-19)
6T6ITM LIMTL 6VIG&H6T cpsvld HMlwevrid. @)eiremmuwr Blewsvulley Lisvedluflest ClFTsvemevd GaL @ Lb
QUPSSHLPLD HeuPMIN@GLI LIsVeTaHeT(h ClFWIVHMeTS G\BTL BIGSID STTHLLD hHeflenL_ G
BOUSeDSHWTS ) (HHS 6UHSIDSI.
HBTHDE

&THewSH LUDewey  QerhisafllCeuCuw 9 Playlss LpewawTs SHHSLULGSIDG. @)H6oT
plullewerd  FEeTLTSHE  OCaTeTEHD  uPHEHLD  Fmg  SHTVD  CsTL B  @)edTmieueny
SL0psseaflenL_Gu BleiTm) BleveyHlmg). sTHME SewrheTed af L 1q M@ ail(hbSlesTi eu(Heui 6TedTen)LD
BOL&SeNE 95HBTVS S0P &HHfL_ (LD @) (HHHSI 6TTLINS,

“aflmba1 UTEE®IHDS HTHMBWG LOCw” (&mi. 210:6)
61607 suflsafled dmmliL(BhEIDF).

2 _GWTEY 2 _UWIEWIUBHET (LPEITTT 2 _6TewTall(hdb@HD 2 _anTalls) (h LGSemld HTHhemdd 3
QBTRHSGHD aUPHHLD T @) HHSHITETS. HThemHHafar augails LPsTERTTIHT 2 6wTemsu
THUSTS el LD BmDLGms @)hHdHLH. sTaTCGa STHWBHEF @i’ o ewrey L6
eTaTlILIL L. (3)FHemert,

“orFlev s Lsdlujesr sraema’  (BH. 281:1)
“2_@uel 9pHHw QsTHmalym srdhewss” (BH. 343:5)
AW Y14 H6T HTHewSBL LDl BOLGeNSHDW 6THSSHIDTEHE D).
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LoD
WIsews LIt wTHds CBTar(H Lsw BLlbensssr Blovall aubser. Wrdbend &L s

2 _s»mu|b @)L _BIGHeTTsH BIOLN L& H6T euflLil’ L esTi. F)Hm S,

“CaTeirmienm HL6yeir CFihd LITTeD T

wsTM L1 GLiswTenswr”’ (mm. 303:3-4)

“SLa6iT 0I5B (IPaTIOewL &1L _Lbew LIF

Craublevr® yewrymd Amisepo Cuenr” (s, 270:12-13)
6160  euflaselT FTSTMHTHSITMHET. 2 65T LOFID 6TOTLIGI $p(HoUSHS LOTOTGHD. @)Hewesr Gumi
QFIuBD &F ClFLBauTi BllgHHID LUTTSSDEGTIW WIwTes GVILIUT. @DWTD SewsHsl B)(HHS TV
eumm)] H_HIb. suriy @) HHSTL CHTevall euHLd 61T BLOLNGeWS @) (HHBS-

“2LTa" H1psv Blewev 2 aTiLL QLT

2 L svGeubgl BHEHE W 2_sTer Blewevu|Ld

@ ewevuilev wevihas &)eveuGlom(®H

Blenerujwi Lmmigsed wewevullmb CsrCr” (9. 185:12-13)
Guogyib, 2 _etresrid BILOGSGpewTiHSlw Blewevuilemerrs uglmmiiniggler (40.12-17, 61.3-6) steorm @)
UTL eV&6efl0 GHDlSBLILL (HeTerg.
Guuir oL Gemas

S0P D&% O @ CLIl BLOLISHenE @) (HhS ST HeT(H ehFeTi. @)eweu F(HHTL 1qeDILD

wrBsefled surupd eresr BLoLileri. Guiiis@ Ledlulll L med 9% Heorerrmsy Liligdaiini’ L eufler
2 _uflewy CasrevsvTg alll B el eTedTn BLOLISHewSE B)(HHDHSHI 6TEOTLIENS,

“Qlouit 16wt Fn I T )RTBIGCIEHETLT LIy T6eued)ssT

suedlGQa&Tessr(® Guwimd e Cumsy” (uglm. 71.22-23)
eteoTy euflseir Guiliisdlerper. GuiliseEpd LNFTHHEHD au(HEHSHID CSUIUBISEBHLD LOSIEHT
eafdlsaflev peraflrailsy &nmlg Siflbaer sTar H&HHTeV WohH6T BLoLlesri (LgiemrsHsTepd. 631-633)
6TEITLIENG LOGIWTHBTEHS 6TaTD LITL 6VIg &6V &GmILL(hFeTmg.

“QruICwr(® Gewwdsa@ Lweald Slyer srp

allarmi@ Bbai allarsisds HLbCHTL. &mIFHE)

‘yaeveue reTGmerys Quwi Quwidgg.” (5pn. 370.1-5)
6T6edTM 9y1g56iflsL GeutiLilemevuyid CeueiTdm HHGLD wahsemar GuullesflesTmiid & @Lb eTedr BHLdLilevTH.
GUHDSHHEHDE $BIE TNLL T B)HHs Hewevulled Glbuiud GleusiTas @ Ll L eT.

“B1p west] FreuCor® Ceutbyy wewerd GlFi”’

QUTHIG W(HLUIL wTCT®H LY Gwiib HmEIs

& LWl Quuwidgg) eow @) wps G)wpdH

spwal AzE) ayibus smHE)
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Bsws wewt) T HBHE) HTEhF LTy E)” (ypid. ur. 281)
yewrul L sHenteuenent CUIIS Ty GlETerm alllmwev() @)mdbs weneTalwii, @)sveu LTsHdler
@ewevemw CeaulilewevCuir®h) Caidg &1y eursFedley Osrmis alll B GeusmsBans aftiqe0
grailujb wrp @ewFuilsy TEpALs LT LTIQUD, BNIDL WS 6T(HSSHID, FM wenflEHemer spedldhHevri.
@sueurm; Her Hewreuswert Guilsefl b @)rhgl STOUUTHD GLITHET (LPWISTMHETT 6T
Qeuigenpw (Yppreyrmr. 281) urev @GPILLNHEsTmS.
HEI &6
[OEEATE LY H6T6Y 61T [BLDLI 569 & % 6T &6 LD QU(HBIGTIIWLSENS (LpsdTEdTIT
2 _WTTHGIUNTOUTHLD 2 DHUTHBIG6TT M GPwrseyd ST liul Hsreret. @)evdhdw g0
ST H6T0  HeWeWW  (PeiTdnl g 2 MTTHHFSTDMaU ST  GHH. BDEHTSHET OB
GHOMUTEEeu ewLUSTHF &L HLILBSMSGI. B)HeneT()
“srullmiBlevd gl af1paib@) sTawTGlswTUl 9L 6)Ib,
HafmICLev Csmsirareuid@) &TIpsLd HLriLIeLD,
Geusiraf] CurarusnL &1L 196levTg EallpayLb,
seraller 9fwer sTewrTE) BHerailsr....” (yoio. 41:8-11)
6T6edTD 9jigH6flsv sTullm BlevgFlsL afpsHev, Hewevullsy sTanT6lewTil G511 (HoHH6V, HeflmIGLosd erigsv,
S 1qul WL HBIG6D, LIHL BV HailpsHs) Ydliwensy sHarallsy aumalensd Sl BOLGmsWTS
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