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ABSTRACT

The medieval commentaries on Tolkappiyam are connected to the philosophical ideas of that time. The
commentators’ religious beliefs influenced their explanations, and they shaped the Tolkappiyam tradition according
to their own views. During this period, social and historical reasons led people to build a religious Tamil identity,
and this created discussions to reclaim ancient Tamil tradition. The explanations given by the commentators also
come from this same background. Based on this, the article studies how medieval commentaries on Tolkappiyam
are related to the philosophical trends of that time. Specifically, the paper analyzes key commentary texts to
demonstrate how fundamental linguistic and grammatical rules were actively reinterpreted through theological
lenses. By examining these interpretative shifts, the study highlights the transformation of Tolkappiyam from a
secular grammatical treatise into a vital instrument for medieval religious discourse, ultimately offering deeper
insights into the intellectual and cultural evolution of the Tamil literary tradition.
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2 FZTTeNTSend (Q)dHHMEIW & ([HoHSHIBleneVuiled (hhgl B)WeRTHSILI LTTEHSLPLYULD. HTTED eNFeULD
@) srewieww (Humreauid) 2 sTGLTHetlesr (LTeuIGLIT([HET) LEVSSTTHTEHSATMOWITHS ClBTeTS M.
@)FTTL @)VVTH PHOLIT(HST GTPlUPESHIY @)(HEHBPIFUTHSTHSTDSI. (B)sVeVTLIGLIT(HIT
6TeiTLIN S  OlglieuFFepeowri  MISHEETTNTD  BSHMBW Y eTWUFFTTLIL  6u[HdHES
2 L edTUMIG (hhBHwLEW G h. CFerTeuenTwi(Hid BFFAeTTidbsdlalwmd g &8s &mHgL e
2 I erum(p CamewnTiy (hbHewwwjb ClsfEng).
BaFFlesrmidsdlesflwii Glourufluisv

1490 mroprewrgsd  ewFeu  Guiiulwed Gasriiurer  Geuswevasst  GHTL mis)
BL_[55%I0)& TevuTLy (hbH HTEVSHB6V S TedT HFFSTT T 6wt wi i 2 ew[r CFuCIL (S STD ).
pFferrisdleflwuir flw wrevu gn@l eweudss FriUleri sTtarusHE 2 ewrujst LLGaM)
FreTMIS6T BIrbUSSL salsdrmer. B)CssTeVESlV FwawTiseEnd FAm erailsy Levewio LorLilsy
FRUT®h OasrenTyhbsew  Clsfdng). wulleweVBTHT 2 DFUjD  FLOEWT  JTLOMWIEHT(LHLD
@) &5 TVHHVHTeT GClouaflaubaberr. ,eTTeL enaFauLprLilestilet BrevsGarm® Uil K LTidHen s uilsd
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gewerw sFwwwrierflsr ukiseflly @&srassled e Wass GmpaurTsGeal FlenL dslsTmer.
Ibseraln@ mFeudbdler LssTUTL () CevTessTeniy eusYSS(hHS HTevwrs 149D BTHHTESTH
Qsf#Emg. 119y propresr®h CFTLmE FowliLBisetiiy sTipdgiriied L maleuns @ Wedlsy
DI, EWEUT LOTLIHET SHLeWLD P HSGHIULl LjsvewowmL_edlev FHLDBSSHH ClaTenTL_gIGLTsTm)
FLOMT(PLD CUTSHUPLD (F)ewenTdgId CHTMTL SN EHF FTHTMIHET HlewL dbaallsVemey. (svdalul,
BevssenTd FTTNISEOT HlewL_GElTMET. sHausTaISSl6T Likigerlli SOIGLTH FLOeWSH (HDHS5M 55
HVhgl sTPHID enfliiLilreurerbenL_ullGev GlLIHLOLITETENLD HEDLOHBBTE LodHH6T GlFeVaTHeNBL
CQuUDYWTHCUTETSH. YeTTed WFUGLT SHHFIeu HIVHET, @eVbalw HTVH6T, @)svddw
2 _6WI &6, (3)VHHET 2_WT&H6IT 6TUTLI LISV STLIL| LD&HEHENETU|LD FLOWIGCILIVENEVI: G 61T 2_6iT6ITL 5 &HLOT M)
ueVGeum) LD LILSHeweT @)dHBTeVSHS0 @lumnmleubd (HbE gl @)SMHEHEVTID ewFoU LOL BIKH6T,
SewiliLsefler GlFwsLLITHHEHD GILIHLD 2 HHHOTES (3)HHD (HdH5 CausnT(HID. ewFel HewLoLIL|SH6T
PUCUT(H LGHBHGLWTeT Gl WL BISTTS @ uBISleubHeT. FH(HUTHSHIMD Db 6UTLD, H(HLOL(T
B EVTLD, HEITINIEWL_II 6UTOTEY LITIOLISHT, HTeme I LOLVBTSHS SOLNFTer Lrbueny, &rehd
EHTRTLILTSTFT YbHeaTll UTbUeHT, FOUbBS (pedfleuflsT wrewrauiser, FANMIDLIEY KTl erfler
LOTEWsToU T 6T 6T6OTLI LIsVE6uUM)| LOL MBI, & LHH6T (B)HleVL_miEGLD.

GO L @)Dl BIEeT, @&uWdhoHeT Bmieulitl (H Sallywrs Guniidleubs &TeVHSBl60S T 6ot
b Flest T & 35 evflwi fledr 2 »rLiLe»L LI EhLD Gleusleub g h a6t M 6vT. CougThs(pLd
QAL L rsgiemeuspld B)CHETVSSV auLpdH O (HHHMOW(LD HTEDTVTLD. HIFFevTmidsdblevt]wifledr
2 sorulleib ewFeu, CauspThs, Heweudsds WIL BT STHa @)HLiug 5MASngl. 2 eriurullys
QFiiuysit @)euswy ‘BresToewm Fiewilbhd BTHELITHET YW HTw EHTOTD Blewmbs FeudaL i HTGevr
wrdw  serewiowmersst  eredim)  GOIGEMGI.  @)\S(Hbg FRISTHT O beweusd FriLLedT
pFAerTisdlesiiwi Csriy GQeFinuliul g liusng allerhigssord. HHLwWedlsL ‘Geussrigws Hsvall
wresrhepsiTy) @meurgy)’ (spLilwed, mr.47) steid prouTain@ 2 relFulsg baderriddlesflwii
Feorg| Guuilwed FleweoliuTl epLujld ST FOSTL 6UPSED erhULl L. LTHMLD  GHDESHI0
ugleyQFiSpri. “epetm LFwTeueT: Y SHICeuTEID HOWTEYID YSTTOWSTMIBI  FnmILD
USBIGETTID. Sjewer  LTIpeh Fousnild Seuallyenr(Rd  QTMTHIWTHe0leT @) bepedrm)
LIS 5B 6T 6T EemT $55I0UBIHMETS HL_hh CILITHEDET 2_awTiGGILD Y HL0BIS6GlaTLsVTLD ailflujTm)
2 _ewTifbgl CBT6ETSH. @G CLPSTM U (HEWTHSB T & & B Fn WISUTTIT. 6TeWET SEUATTET(HLD ), LOMBISHETT W] LD
YLUCLTHeweTsam Blw  HuUllpTenid 2 ewriged 2 wibCHTTdHEG AW’ eTdTUSRTTET 2 ewrid.”
(paFesrriddesiiwui o _sor, sHLiluwey, Br.47) ‘o51Cau 5 QyerTiit’ 6T6sTm) HIFFeTmiddlesflwii wpsbedlsv
@PILURL sHSH  IYSeauswrUleT  shgeuwe  FAbsemTWTEGLD. oJewer  Geuermeari
DY BLBIGOTTEYID HLICILTHeweTddm Bl SOIPTeYID 2 ewTigey sTarmeui GWILLIHeug 9 dbpTev
ewFeuwrllerenrCu @, 139 BrHmTewTgeT CFHTL S55H5CVCW  GloiidhH L CHheurmev
»FUFSHSHTHHCBVIUNGT cLPsVEH6EHTETENBBHET (1 HITVTH YhsLiLl (Halll L g. FleuehTearGLTHLD
6T bb [TV Grenyeuld 6TedTn FLOeWSH(HSH aLoHTedlsHT CTHELIWTLILY 6TT) Fnmieui.
QewasCuw  HdbsTeL GouemTerd WFUTHET WFUFGHTHDS FTHBITHTVHETD (LPDHETEHLOWITHS
Qarewrg phsesri. 14 BrOpredT®h)  WyeusHGHeTarTEGean  Grss  uSleTTerE
FTHHTHIVHEHD  SHOIPlev 2 meurdlalll Lear. @bl USlQTTETE — FTHSTHITEVSHEIHLDST 6T
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WFUFASHTHSHH D& Iy LILDL_. Y HHTV GeUaTTETTHET 2 (HUTEHEI HFUFSSTHSLD GHDSHS
SSglIal 2 dITLVEMTCW  BIFFeTTidsdleflr, YSWBIGHT TnPll  HHSHH 6TOTSMTI.
ISHMUBTHT CouBHBIGNST (PHTEMWITHS 6lHTeTeugZICLTD  enFauTHT CoubTHLOBISENET
WPEHSTWWITHS ClaTsiTeur. Cougbisenar PHHTWLLILRSSHID BFFaTTisdlaflwui nFaisbens
MIGCHT 6T GESHT 6THIGLD 6T(LPSHVEM6V. (Lp.6W6. BT 6 b 6vTledT D Uieyew T b Flevr Tl evfluien
VLTI HGHT 6T6IT M) G NICE I E] SVLDT T & T & 61T 9jgL1uen_ufled T LIE XA
Careremsulleryrulleanid o Heusuflurl e eTliLeurTas B)svemev. HCHT(H WCHFeuT suflumh
2 srafll L. LVSL 6T UMTEHEHMS UPSHEHLOTHS OlHTTIY (HHSOTT. 6VTTHESEW  @)bgI
FOWSI DG IGLILEDL 6THTD HHSGHID 2 6r(h). haFFerTisdlawi F)Ssendbur 6ls TeiTendsuilssti
BTV Ul HdHWeussSN@& prewTul L Clarsrensuilerenrujb sshueurmsGeu Ggfldmri.
‘OIHOleTT®H yewrihs ysnF  (Yps. BI.22) eteirp mrpuTeih@ LSBT 2 _STTENTLOTSHD
sTL(QEpTi pFferrisdleiiwi. st wsSsHsTr YsHE&HSSr 2 swruilsv “efHCuUDHMPIHE 2 flw
DY EHTLOHENET 2681 [hgI6hH FMLILITET dT&HTLD LilesTeweudgsmi” (bFferridbdlesilwiim 2 _enr, Hresrwry,
mr.1)  etor  @eur  GOOUBeugr  FwewTisefler  CETATMHEDW  PHBBTEHL  eTETLIN.
Fousfpsrwenilsd 2 orwwdwuser eurulleors pEFerTidssleflwi Fewr Fowdsmiler
CasreTewEHemar HBIHS (HHSTT 6TOTMID  HSSTTVHTET (edieurm| 2 WTOFUISTT 6TTMLD
0%.60uT.Lf. WPHOTCRTTI Fn MISISTDHSTT. YOTTV @)dd (HHMS FLOWIDFTT ClHTETENSHWITS L (HILD
SIS (P WAV,  BBTMDIW STVSFD  HIFTeL Y hISSMAbSILL L. FUL BHTEVT6ST
wsyievllpluilsy @Lb6lumd  Guewsst  GplSsTERT  UFleyFHwends  STemIbCLTH)
pFHerrisdleflufler @)sHHmHW dn e LSTUTL (B aUPSBLOTHLD ClBTETET(LPLGU|D. (dhdT6V
FePSHF G0l GLI(HLDUPEETET weudss Fwll UfTenTBISTGLe) HdFlesrmiddlesluhdb@ L
CQum FHUTH BBHHSSHI. YCHCUTH YWauds FWWBIGDOTL LDHSETOTTS  LIGHTL|LD
SjeuM L LO(HLILIEDSLT LITTdaeVmLD.
Guur@Mwi Guiuluwev

CGurrfflwm @Cs8uTe  CougauypsGasT@® LIMICGTTOTTSOIT sTOTLSDE —DjeuiT
2 swrullGev aTeiTm) L HlewLSHlermerr. ‘alleweruiler BHmidl  ellethiSlw  gMlaileir  eTeTH
prouralh@ 2 erewesgid  Cuyrdfwi, “Gsrevsridwui Hs55wECHTH  Lbyeyld
eupmieulfl BTV OFUISTOTSTNESETY @)(1ps6lHaTenarcwsilssr, - 95 GCoug aups6lsTH
WrMEETeTOUTT B)dBTVSSHIF GFTVOID @Q)DHSHHTVSHIL LD LITFTENTIYHEBHLD CLHESTMI6UHEHF
FBISHGSH| BTTE 6UHMISOSTHUL L FTeTCDTHLD HF Fmprelrerug” (Currdflwi o e»r,
wrilwev, {Br.94) eewdpri. @serred  CurTAfwhesE Couseupd @D 6 (HESIH HLOLPLD
wpaeTewwiitl g plinug 6seflea). 9HCHCUTE auT YBHBISZWET (PHTEWLIOF CIFUILITHSHILD
Qsf#Emgl. “‘QYswsgst Lnbs8sri Qumflepwtiuny emeTsgit GLTHeEnhBsHeT(h LlsTesri
IeupmeuHPIH@ BTLCFUISTI HeublTeah, suaTssHSlemearCGuw LINSTVSST(HLD LSS LD
Caumu®@BCsTmID Caumiti(hSs uPBTVIEH FTiLBTICIDETL LIV6eh CIFUISTO T BI dnmiLI.
IWaU  TIUTHDTENID PpPD 2 ewribCsTi  GlFiis mreveTemwuiler emweu  Caplium”
(Currdflwi o eor, wrilwe, KBT.94) @HO(hHg WSLOBIGET (LPHVBTEIITH| — 6TEITLIG]
CuyrAflwfler &HSSTH DI
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paferrisdleflui Currdflwenr NearunPCuw ClFu|eflwgids @ 2 »TaenTiy (HLILISTSHS
Immiauensds Casrant®h)  @suailpeufler Gwiiuilwsd BleweoliuT e wjid HBICSH DoubHFdH
STeNTEVTLD. Glsuall(Heuisefler Leewwd GlFwsLTHSEHSSmLuilsd Fev pmHmiewy @) HLILGILD
Cafalngl. Guurdflwi psferrTissletwir GeualmouBmGw BVssamTBISERSE L (HLD
2 wrowwdw  Yeveuisersvew.  @eVsEWBISEHRSGD 2wy  GFugeri.  Guumdflwi
@b sTemasullsit 380 LITL V& EHS @ 2_mrowdwusrit FousfpbsToent 2 oy Ay urulyid
S50V HHBIMGI. hFferriddlestiwi Cuurdflwi el 20 urLVsEhsE@ 2 »relwwsiSInTi.
sHCBUTEH Geualranr(h) 2 ewrsHEpd HewLssalvensy. @)HLULNID BFFesrTid et wfler
usSIIUTL(h), 56050615Tems, FousFlbsTIaT 2 _T&H6T HLodhGHd: Slewl_ddlermer. Guymdmwifsr
GnIHesTems 2 erulledmha Fev CuhHGsmersemerwyd pFferrTiddleflwi Hibe swrullsy
T(HSBHFmIDTI.  @Qbssd OFIFs0leTeveVTD  weusF Il  UTTEHGLEUTEH — Caussbens
WPSSTWWWITHS ClaTarGLTT ewFeu Fww @evsaslwBIssT GlLHSUHS (HHSEUTSVID FBIS
QevsHlw  surfliewuds ensallrwsy @) Hhsemws 6sfSngl. GurmerdsTrssler Gspemeu
CurrfAflwmas@d  pFferrissleflumsGHn  Gphsmss  Cumred  CFarTTouen Tl (Hk @D
HVVTL (hhGHLD USSCTwHEGL  OsieudFflepeowrhb@Gn @) BbS(HBLLSTSF  FTeTMmISH6T
HlewL_dasallsVemey. swFauiassr Cougsdhams wMmidbasailsVemeouwiTuilenb enFouTHLBIGNOTEU |6 TH6T
wpaspUllrwrewrwrii Gurhpleri. CFTVVSBETTISFH DG WL (HID HlewL_&@GHD 2 wIHeT @)HHeMHLI
Caretems LlsTarenilenw 2 ewLwereuris Gsfdearmer. QuTmerdsTréssne 2 ewrelFa@smi
CaugsHensd (PHeTewLWTHS OlHTewTy(HHGL wrlierymit 6sfldlerpert. (@Fls0 @)eTibLy,TeswTi
b aiBlallevd s, sTareOTid. Heurgl 2 »rullsy @)5H5mH W Caug, QY BLF FTTL GDSH HoHaUVH6T
@ pliugTss 6% flwallsvemev.
C b

BewL(pewm euTpCeur(h QST Ty w LshE Qubsd ClFweoLT(hEer 6oy HTHM et (h
YDV Hwev, Bevdaslw Ceueflenw D&HTidldhs Hdbs, eweu 139D HIHMTETIGH HdbgIaILD,
HHSaHD  eTeTy  YDPleydFelFweouri iyn@ weremiflew  eflliugmit  Hewas s HLoLilujsTersu.
Y PleyFQFweOLT 19H& YhHHwsgiaud HefllEgd G@)SsmBW  HTVSSVSTET  ()6Vd: % 68T
BTVSEHSHHTET 2_DTHEHLD eJL_(heulgaugbenslt ClUmIusTHS 6T M. @)eTibLyrentid ClGTL_Big
Qaieugfensvwid euemyuilevmesr GFHTVSTLULIW 2 _wTser mbgh BTHOTTHSTL Glouiuiluisv
BleweVLILIT(HEHEWETSH H6uTdhGHeT GLITHhg eweusgierener. CFrpliGuyrdler efpFfls@l Ulmsmer
SOIPHID  psFHWT  umHwH, alRQWBHT Y EHWS  sTer  bBlwisefler  LewTUTL ()
Cuevrdlessemaess Fhdless Chihassl. @)bsd GGWsdlsv  LmrLsefler  sTipdFlemwiujd
SOIpLLeTUTL (h 2 (HUTEHSHSMSW LD @ewenTdgil UTTHSGouswT®D. O bBlwls LeswTUTL (h
QUHDBWTY THUBLD SO YL WTETD GDISSTHT QRTEMEDW  HSHTV  eWFaULDTLI6vTT
DFOUFLOUWIDFTIT HEHL_WTOTLONS 6USTTH06\%HH5HB (LpewaThglsTereti. R)CssTevHSBe0 LImFwwberi
SewLwTerd GOlssrer CFweoLTHSHEHLD HewL ClupmiaHASleTHaT. @)dHFHemamwr  Glouruiluisd
Ueresrewflullevgreir Ggrevasriitiiu 2 swrseflesr o (HeurTdhsspld BL B (HLLUSTHS 6BMEIng.
Quryl @DlssTer @evdssent HTOler 2 ewruillsd Herg FwowbFri Gwiuilwe) HHEHMBHF
Gairliugesiraufl, 9EIWTHIewLs H6TFwsSCHTH PaTmILIBHSSID Lsswilenw 2 enrwrd fluissr
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CFwg  HlewllsleTmevTiT. Carevasritu  wrevu 2 ewFwrdAfliser SHD  Fow

S| wTersisCarT(h GlLmhdhd aflardsdlwens, SLOp HewL_wrerd ensLiLDMedlest FLoutGloiuiluisd

GuriiywrsGeu allenhisplyslngl. swauds ClwiiuilwedlsT GlFauTdhE W&hS (HHD HTEVLDTSH6VT6V

CumbuTetewy  CsrevasTitlu o swrser Coaug-sweudsd sriewusds OGlETavTL_sweuuwtTsGeou

O fdlsTmer. CFTLVSSETISSINEG WL B HWL GG 2 »IaHer engeu Fouwlll LieTeresnileniwids

OB TERTL_emeu 6Tl g6t Gloiiuilwisd BlewsvliLTBSarTsL 2 euriaslEnmid. CUTHTSSTTSHI M EHdD

HleWL_& G 2 wTaHer CousHems (LTl MISHILD UL EewL_WevT. @)eTidL,renti 2 engGuwi (G)eumm)sir

HTVGSTL  pHUL L Gl OGiuilwed  FBlewevullspid  sueyswr @  SHedfldBHeTenLosniiL

ugle)FIADGI. eurgl 2 ewruillsd FHIm MM Bleweoullsy Cuiiuilwey FTTLS & [HBHGHIH6T

@)L b6lupeailsvemey.  elusHETL B (POMEBMeTsH ClgTevasrTitiiw  wrlur® @)ewenThdi

alletBigd YwdHHACuw @erbyrenti 2 enruillsy Csflaslngl. LDsTe ewauds FBleweolim iqeri

SHWWTS MGG erallsy  Hev  Cuiiuilwey  HHEHHHT QeTibLyrewti 2 ewyulled

@)L b6luniausSW D BT HeuaTliL(HSSCeusnTHb. @)bHeusmsulley, LSS STV eursOTMHM6edT

Ewiiuilwsv plewsevliLrBHs8erT® CBTVSTLLIW 2 ewrsHer ClGTeTL. 2 M6y, HTL &IV SHLOPLI

ueTUTL(h) LIewL FLOW 6 WeVeneVSHEHE 6T L@ pwmdullest FAmiLi@d) stestCm gn mLpigujLb.
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