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ABSTRACT

This text outlines the historical trajectory of Tamil migration, with a specific emphasis on the labor-driven
diaspora to the Sri Lankan hill country (Malaiyaham) during the colonial era. While Tamil migration is
historically categorized into three distinct stages—the Sangam, Chola, and Colonial periods—the
relocation of Indian-origin Tamils to the Kandy tea estates represents the first major Tamil migration of
the modern era. The text explores how this diasporic experience has been chronicled in Tamil literature,
evolving from early folk traditions to a distinct regional genre by the 1970s.

Crucially, it identifies a notable gap in traditional Malaiyaha literature: while most writers focus
predominantly on the miseries of plantation life, they often neglect the grueling pre-migration experience.
To address this, the text highlights Matale Somu’s novel Kandiseemai as a seminal work. Unlike his
predecessors, Somu captures the comprehensive historical continuity of this migration. Relying on
documentary evidence, the novel details the famine-induced displacement in Tamil Nadu, the deception
of overseers (Kanganis), the perilous journey to Rameswaram, the tragic sea voyage, and the arduous trek
to the plantations. Ultimately, the text positions the Malaiyaha Tamil diaspora as a profound labor
migration, uniquely and thoroughly memorialized in Somu's fiction.

KEYWORDS: Tamil Migration, Malaiyaha Tamils, Sri Lankan Hill Country, Diaspora Literature, Matale Somu,
Kandiseemai, Labor Migration.
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OuEHAsTEslar  Lyon@uWr  BIOUBSESOIUCLESILST  YobEUWT  bnibSaissr
BrOSLSFe|D L L eri. G, rflwsd LBGUDDISOD B MHS JYBEWILGSSILIL L 6.
@y gBBlwLLTL T  euisarg  Uriflewersserts  GuUaiaugmHGHd 2 Menwsener
QeussTmHLILFSDHGLTET WeThTWS uTuilsVsemer cpiquGHTH HTFwed HaThHleD jeuisener
GIVNMUTHTTHALD HbHwgl. OTHssSl0 @)LV b6LwTey Y FFepsddleariler ClTds
aurpaileneruld  sprpmdbariperer  GerLlweTsSwCHTH  @evmiensuilain @) hIlwrailsyb
euisergl suw o feww  @@Uib@n, GuwaGpréslu  paiesEgn UGB Gbsssms
aflewerallgsg).” (6Tib.611D.C)0wWF V6T, WwWemewEs SLYTleT LebGLIWTayd @)evbalw D de(pLd,
11.8)

2 eusenmaiw Cumepssearsd STl evmed Cumassslw eusDeVTd: BTHSHET — GUILLUTS

Uflgasreflu  gasrdlusbdwn — Gu@pbeTuwenL g 6FWlds auTy FowsCsw  BTHSH6T
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HIERTLLILIL L 6T. SeummleiT euenmbissr Clsreremeriiigbsliul L er. @)bs  HTevesfliirSldbsd
QFweoLIT(hHemTs @evmiensulled OCLIHHEHTL L BikeT 2 (HeuTdhELILL L 68T 6TedTLIg| WT6eu(HLD
IVB5CH. B)SFWBW  QUVVTHEHF ClFweoLThHHeTTed @ HHws SLlpTHerler wemwevwIsLl
Heouwie| Blasphspriug HPlHS0euTaTDTGD. wwewseVwsHs SHOPTleT  STevetlwgs ool
Heoeluwie| &SreoeflurTdlss BeeTsEehssTs — OUmupsoTafln  YBSTr  uTdHSHHHl60r
BEVSITHEHGHTSH BlHLSSLILL L gI. @)L UwTals) ‘ShisTenflSH6T 6TeIh QY6TEHTL 19 H6T CLPsULD
CQuUmusVTaTW HBIBTT eUTHBD eJw WEHEBefL 1D CUTUIWTST eDFUTTSHMBHET HTL Ly
6Ll G551, LlstewearLiligliLiauisenarts CGLred smismenflssr GLBHHEHTL LG OGTIHISBTHS
Qariflorerenrli LilgSH6TT. SBISTaRilH6T (VTS BeVBIeNS CFTTHSS b6 sTaTmib ChHuilemes
CaTL_LBIg6T OFIIILITET 6UTLDSHENBEMIIG B (HEUST 6TadTMILD ST mrT GUTL_ it (B 67 esT(HSH6iT
epsvld G mifleoreri GQuUpBSTreTTaHs STl Ul L err. sreveflu  gsTslusSudHler  epsOLd
STLLOULL QY eFUTTSmBHEHhdHEG  WThsmer  Garupallsst  seaprgdfeno  BHTeusdled
@)Ll mysiter LilsiTou(hLd suflasir FresTmm@,Lb.

"®&1D 2 eiTengId, GefliFFuid 2 erer weneliLlFrCHanisaflsy 2 srer Caullewsvd CHTL L ki%EHs S,
TITOTLOTET dn 60 Yl ST GouswwriquilhEHInG. @)bs5S CHTL L Biserlsy psubleumh gm edlwmemnLd
T HEESTIID L LaTlilg eTmIsE 5. ojamrr of s Gurgiwrer ord arkiss Qsrsrarsorid
TOTMGID, UL L ewrlilg  etemis@ 5 eorr  fldwr?  oflds GCarmy eriyl G
DTESRMTSHTECT TN R PIVIWPSIVILIL 6TRHSI JLBISWG). CouwasGd 5&bhsLIY dn el
Qar@ésiu@D. Gsuleneors LU QinuiiLg G meoe alwrLmrd BL bl amADLIGWTD Obss
G L missT 9 Flad OFfliiuret svglgluiled (Blemsvullsh) @)modlsrmesr. ACsvresr Cxmi L Biseaflsd
P YT, P(p Cusnt Geuswey OFiwGEam Igw Frewr(® LlsTewenser L mIEw m &OHWULD
91 ufleL SH&¥TL_ FIDLIGTLD §3(h HTeweruilsd FIDLITFHEHSH6VTLD.

et 0-7-0 gewrr 1pgsv 0-11-0 gewrm suswyuileyid, Guewsr 0-5-0 gewrr wpgsv 0-13-0 yewrmr
suswgullepid, @uewr® Ulsitewenseir 0-8-0 wpzpsv 0-12-0 gyewrm susmyuilgd, em.1-4-6, cp.2-4
FouTElsseorin. (16 gjewrr 1 epum, 1 gewrr = em 6-25 #510) @)ews s sallr pruilHmidsspensaflsd
Coaume Qi smelsenden G685 Fbusrd Q&TESSILEGD. Guhsmmu &EDLUSEDHE
UTsSSH&GF FTiLT_ HF CFeea s @b, glewiwenild CFeveadh@ cpur 38 CurgiwTerg. LTSS
esur 19 wrsn Biss (55) mabsmrn. om wiss Os@®a) o CHri i QETHS5ES
s c0ls6ir HTRIGHT Cauemsy QFiwd G5 Lsms ol () alwds shssr @apl (1L Couml sThs
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Geusmevasefleid oihgl Gsmerereorid " ( wrssewer Carwp, HewrgdfFemi, Ld.53-54).
v G LI i el & T6sT ST T ewT BIS6IT: LIEHF BISH6IT

wesflg eursvTHMlsv LjeVLIGlLIWITey eT6TLIGI Gleumiid BlevliLirliL) LrHmLDd L (RLO6VEV; (Sl R (H
Fepsssler @) Hobse0wed CurymL sgler GeusfliiumLr@h. Goliurs, 19-gb BrHDTEsTLY L
OssireflbBlwmaiedBbgH @evBimasuileT wWewOWHESSDE Blahpbs sSlpisefler LeliGlLwTey
6T6ITLIG), STeVETI Y HlbBoHHleT H1p 2 (heurer FL L O L QUTHOTTSTIF FTeTL 0HOTTEYILD,
Gumpensullesr FHmmisarTed allewearbs s 'L LTw @)L itluwie' (Forced Migration) @ ib.
@iugd), slpss sl Blevaillw CBETEHILTRT LIEhFhISHST, HHaTTY Fpul L 2 ullidF CFpmiser
wHYID FTFIW RHEGWPODEET TIMTYI R FWPHSDBS ShIssT LyTefs HlevgSledlBhg GauGrm®
U@QnBId) eTHlbser eTedTLINS suTeOTDHMIS HT6YHEHL I, LThHemer CFripaisr 'sewrigsfemio’
BTeusdled @)L bGlLmHmIsiTar LgleysEnLsnib ailfleurs Qrmw WpHUBSDSI.

"Wy eg Hpsdhdlwss sbluefl’ @ hSwrallsy sreprery] o F ySlsrrdensli Uliysbss
ugCGTOTUSTID HTHMTTewL @)bSlwrallsst LehF HTHMTEI(H 6Tedrm eureVTHMTH fluii s
FnMIQUTTEHET. BN &HE HTTNTLD (B)bhd HITMHMTEsTIgeL (LpeTLTHUileL 671 LIehFhiser sTHLL B 15
ol ap Gui wybsrisst. Uearurdluiley 24 vepaFhisst gpul B @rewr® Gosmy LsssT
wighsrisst (1857 wssv 1875 euswr 6 uepamisst, 1876 wpxev 1900 suewmy 18 LEhamissT).
HTeVhewL_Hemartt Lmmlw yerefl afleurid @)sVsmev. @)ILIchFBISHaT6D LOTEHTL auTH6T &) bSlw Fralw
Fepas YewwliLiley sThslt Llflalerenrs CFibseuisentTs @) HLLTissT ereruensg Hplw Cuiflw
o rmiiFfser sTeweuwld CHeweuriL m." (rrey GCl&HemHLo65T, SHEWTELPLG 6ULPHSHLD 6TEVMLD LOGTELPLY Ll
Gurs, us. 13)

LEhFID GHDISHI 1T Clsearswer @eusurTn GoILUGEsTpmi.

o) Curadlsy, o ewyliureflseflsr LelQuUwiralhE 9gliudL TS Y DWHS
LUEhFSMSW LD YHeT  allewereysewerujo  alleufld@G  CuUrgl, euFeOTHM | 6UKTBIHEN6ITEF
FTSTMTSHTTHRIGETTS (LpedTeweuliLig] SeufwwrTangl. 9. FeukiLilrwewtlwesfler ‘9 dboHer odd6T
ourerm BTedlL @)L bGuHmsiTaT FETVL UFeyser @riLwenTdSler Sallrdams (3)susurmi
ULy S816 ST HasTmar: "Lepsn MayliLshsrs Gamemsuller wameas BT L bisas
uewflyflw  uilrsasenrssTCarTi @ LuwihserT. Smia@sry  euflwrsd  CFsVLIGTHsT
HewevLoeiTestTed hhg @)rulledlsv e1m)) Hevrig QFTmI S BIS (HHGI LIV DOV GTTLD STEVHEHL WITH

WLPSHGHIF OlFVSVLILIL L TIT. LILPSHBLIGVEVTSH LOeWeVLILIE SIS & aflTITTEYID LIWIERNTd &HemearLiLITe)|Lb
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@euisefley Lsvi Crmibsurwitiul (B eufluilGeCw @mbg Cumullesri. @)eueurTmr &LgELIWTHE
ClFsvLIuTHeTl6T eTevTamllGema Wlsayld HFEWrs @)HLLSTY Bevniens ra allflliLient b
GLELWThHg CFLLIMTSHST S TMIUNSH SewL GFigsTong" steorm Coa Fewus gHimeal
g AEIBTeD sTrred 1977-G)60 sTagslw H1g.5@wmanfled @M Gerermi." (2y. Aeusifrwanws,
Iy S B6T WwahseT sugevTml, L1.106 ) eresr g Aflwi @GBS sTmmi.

@eueurmi  LIEHhFBISHETTEY  WMOWSHH DG SOIPTHT  LHbLwiThsems LB VsV,
9 FlswTGearTi Yeoeluwiraiems Gekiens rsH 5HEHGL Seraln@ We HFSswrs HLolpisst
LIEHFSHTVSSI6V LDeweV W SHSSIM @ L{eVLDOLIWITHEHESTT 6T TLIG| LGV THSTMG).

SOIPHTL 1960  Blevalw SHHWOWTET LIEHFHIGET HTTENILONSG LOMVWIES  HLOLPTH6T
SWVBTHBEHEGL — Leobeluwyr  Geuswrigws  Glpplewed o peurenrgl.  Geusmevullevsvm
Flewrm L $CHTHID LuACWTHID euissr aurlp eulfl FVeVTg @eVmIens 2 erefll L o evTenL_
BrOSEHSGD YUOBTHSEDSGD LbElLwibsearT. @bslug  SUIPTET WeOOWSESIDHEL
HeoRUWIBSSNE LEHFID STTERTLONSG DWHHmE sergsfemw’ preassdley LlsiTeuwHomm)
wrssener CFrLp LFley CFigeTarTi.

"GewV IS STBHID LIcHEFSHV auis) Gerewev oL’ HlosDsv 6Th% Geuewevujd 291V BlsVemsv.
BT ST Y19 UUNDEDDS HTL 19 60T. G519 FH6WT6WH (h5SHLT LIV 6NLOSVHEN YVl CesnT(BHlib. 24 (B),
wr@ Guwiuissayn ouf QsVewsv. BbsHsm B  wr@smarcusvsvr afpmyail t rissr” (
HeTy FFewio, 11. 35)

BODUS BewaTTar SyeET Lighs STesHD Caime Gty selbsmsub, GOLUS
sewevailwrmer CLeTssT af L (h Ceusmsv 2 _sTafll L Couswevsenar LITTdhg $BIS6THI @& (b LDLIBISHEH6T
sriuTHPlusrerensuyd  @bpreusd ugley GFuSlermgl. 'FAeulitl' sHTUTSSTD HbSeWBHW
QUHSH UV DeWLOHSIETETS.

@evBiens, WCAWT 2 sraflll L BTHHEHEG LIEHFLD HTTENVTLOTSH LODVWISHS SHLOLPTS6T
LODEUW ST . G)Smear 2 _amissih o erwrL_ars, AaillsEh @iLgis @D G ularer
2 ewruwimL_eD LiledTeu(HLOTM) HeWLOHSTMG].

"DsEGih.. BQssSib.. Gl LTEsIE Gl @), 1ESMEIS LgsFD GlLiTapds GUInrEs"
“stsvr6or Ly6irem GlFmsUm 7"
"L%5SS5 2apeV wpLiLig) CLIfy FHeTIg FF sl CLITuil L TBISeTTLD. B)iheus) CLIfy wsVmulr

Gumulli L mmisenmib..." ysusir surigbenssenlel) arsbsih WsB55)." ( Hevry FFeow, 11. 37).
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LenuilesTenLd, BT 2 L THlHpaUTES sTHLBILD LIEhFhIGeT, L, L 1gef] o sTafll L _sneu
SO THemET HuIsVBT(HBEHS G L eVl 2 bB\g Seiretlesr: <9607 Brio 671111ty Guim FHeodrig FF Lo
GLireusypyth Lj6irem, Glrevsr(h) eupFLD oLpGus (Q)sVsV. 6TBIS LITSSTELD LIF], LI 1960, LIGHFLD YEN5S%
2 Ayt 1)ig FFASHN B Bb%hHmBis. 116V CLigh wevrwmrts Gumruil t mbis. (Q)B1s CFTss/sh @ dbdn L
Geusv GlsemL_SBmg). 6TLILIIg UjLh H6odTIg FF L GLimeusypyLd " sTdrm &LILisor Fleutiflswuirs Limriggsmeor."”
(et FF6m10, 11. 48.)
aumiswCWr® CFibgl FTHW THMS STLPOSEHLD L{eVIDOILIWITOYSEHTT &TTeawtl%EnsT QPSTHTS
YpIBESISTDT.  Suwisd  BrHselld QdswEw  TPHDS  FTipesetleTyl  FEHHITOTET
QUTLPHMHEMIW  UTLPVTOIDETD  6TTEWTHSIVID LoVl  Gluwiibgeri. Listeumrm ()Hemesr
oPlwevrid: ‘BlEs o2y Commy Hevvrent] QVVIIDF FTeymSI%GHdb HOTMBTONTS GHFLBV
FITUGVTLD. .
Brwsbsvrt)  @E% 2TV B HSEECY Inl TH). FTBW ClFETVNNS Herer] UFHHSETBIS.
H6TIg FFWIOUNVT US| CIFTHBINTLOT (3)(15%5FBVTLD .
YUTHOT CLIFUNSS CHL L GLILIGT TLILIG UITEUS H63Tlg FF6wLr GLITSH CousaTBLd’ 6Tsrmy (1pig 6y
&L 1y eorresr” (Fevrg FFemio, 11.58).
CL A bl

wrdsemer CFripailer ‘HerigFFewn’ SeUT HTEUMED (PETEMaISS 6TWSLILIL L B)hoHd
&LU_(hewT, eweVIWSHS SLOLPTHeTleT LjeOL1IGILIWTey sureOTMHenm Lld B LILDTEHELD SLPLOTEHEYLD Ligley
QFigeTeng). CeumwGer sp BlevliLiritled @) phg wHEMTH Blevliugliineg @)L beluwihs
FTHTTENT  BlEHP6ULL  @)&I;, WLIDOTH, @ FpsdBler @) HbHedlwev  GurymiLwpid,
Cumepsreflbgiaugsler wailrssionpn sran b @eaihbs @b aITOTHYIT CLGHSIWTD
sTaoTLenS  @)dbsL_(hewy Ulsitoumid searmisailsy BlmieySngl: USCSTSTUSTID — HITMH M TENTLG 60
Ufllyey sreveflw gsrdludbswid, @evkiensullsy Cauillswey whHmih &Tiiild CHriL Bisewer
2 (HheursHls smiseafledt ClLhepVSaTEHMBLI GlLIHEHHE6\HTeTaTS S L L0 L &I HSMHHTET Lo6vTS%
2 _swliewLll CUMISNHBTHS, SLOIPBHTL 1460 Blevailul &HeDLOWTET LIEhFLD, sumiswLo, LI, HmIb
ST PHEGHUWPDE®ET  SUTHST FSHBEHEGE STSHLTS] LWSTUDSEE G sTaTL 6.
supiewwouller  Uiguiled HAsAsspaillss oliuralls slpiser eurpeursTrd CHigd HBIS6T
srioererat ol G A WrubSEsiur L ari.weeows G)saEkissT GLEbUTaID

waHEHerT CariLmisefled GuCunlw Ung euisst ul L gugskisemer wl HGw GCudlaubhs
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Blewsvuiled, TdHHemer CFrpaller 'Hanrgddemd’ Breusd e Yslw LfrenTdensd auLpnhi&Sngi.
& BIG T HeT 6T CUITUILTET DenF UTTHNHHMET BLOLI LDhSH6T 6TL0MHE ailHLD, HTdHHSHe0) (HbS5
@) rrGsveurid suswruilevrer GBlgw LwewTd, BHSHL 0160 HLUILID LIUINTLD, HewTiqLILIEGg el
Cprddlw ClasrBewowTesT suldlBenL_LILIWeTLD, HMID LiwenTssler sudlGuw uFwmspib @Geflrreib
Cpihs OCBETHTLTET WIawThIGT Yaslweupern G)hs Breusd euswrliLB)dHSullmriLens
@)ss_Bewr ApLIuTss & 19sSTE HHDGI. @evBiensullet &T[HHmaT6lWeIOTD FH(HSH], HbiseT
elwisweuspwujio Qrésdewsujio HAbdl b1 CUTHNTSTISDS 2 Wibglul wMOWSSE
SPTHEhSGHS HlewLsag% eureorpmis HCrrsGw. 1948-9y0 el Carer(heuriinil L
Ulrgreyflend FU LSBT cpevid, LIV SMVIPeOMHOTTS 2 e»pdHH LWEHHeT Cr (G railsy
BrLppeuiserrssiul_Leri  (Stateless)  sreorm  sFliurer o evtewwenw  @)GsL(Hewr
BlewesTeyLHSSHIFIMGI. eV dhsefer surpallsy WslGuflw Curainrs Hewwhbss 1964-
0 gyewrigest APlwrGeur - Frevdlifl spliLihslh. 2 wYPEEF OFaTHeUTHDET L6TSTHETTSL
UTT&ETLsY, Gleumih LenTLmigsewearts Gursw @) BT{HHEHLD 6TewwTenfldHemsulledr g LliLienL_ulley
FMICUTL L 6T. LIV SFTUSBIGNMTESS HBISEHHGL UNFFWCL @)vevrs, srhmiser LIpbslrms
@bslw werTamHCHs LIV VL FID BT &L LTWOTSS SHUL] eiiudiul’ L eri. @)%
Sjauisaflesr gL wrersesun, @i, o fewsmerun wpBlaorss Aoss55.
FUGUITTTL L SHl60T STrewrions Bl&hbhs FHSSLOlpTEerer LeolGluwie 2 V& 9Imnbigev
CuaGlurmerTHusirear Blewevuiled, STeverfli HTVHHV Blaphs SLlpiseflesst "LpsHev HaTer
yeoliGluwireursst” wewedwisd suilpisefler @)L ri6uwie Curdl seusTdemslt GlLmeaisensv
getm s Qeorurdfuder  oysmED  phlleid  BUTLLTTs.  WaMWEs  Slpiseflr
yeoliGlLwiey Geumid 2 ewwliumeflsefler @)L bGLwirey L (HOsVeV; g uEhFHHLILL L §(H
WTELHD  FOPHSIHT  HeTENTT  UTITMI.  IYHS euTITHewM 'SarigFFewn’  GumreTm
QevsHlwniseflear euflCuw  epmeurssd 6GFiig, 2 wFMH@E THSSHIMTISS Geuesriy ket

SuFsbewd @) Hd 3 l16dHsL_(HewT 2 _eTieyLILTeuldTHe LD STdha T Hwrsab plnallujsrerg,.

@MW &6
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1.

N o g A~ w DN

UT.STHSGLMT, LeobeluwibGsri @evsdlwid LsyeusVEepd  wH LT (H %R0,
2020,.1.10.

wrgsemer CFrp, seanrgsfemw, 2017, 11.8.

@rr. allGarrs, GHrLLésT e, L. 8.

Y. F.abewswr, Awsssliul L wemewss Slpiser, 1d.30-31.

6TLD.6TLD. O W F6V6DT, eWeLWISG SHLOLTleT LeVDGILIWTeYD F)evdhdlw s pLd, L1.8.
TmeR ClBETHLOEHT, BEWTCLPLY UG SBLD 6TEVMLD evwTeiply Lt Guirss, Lid. 13,

<. FAeugilrwenflwer, 9gdbser whser eursorm, L.106.
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