Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026) )
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.18

SLOLDLO6WILD FTUCHES SLOILD QU IONSLD _
Q Peer-Reviewed | @ Open Access | € Crossref DOl & Global D
Indexing | [l Google Scholar Impact Factor | & Multidisciplinary '@H{

Issue DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026

Feminism in Vaimainathan’s Novel '"Naali"

C. Sathiyasundari'®, Dr. A. Khaleel Rahman?,

part-time Ph.D. Research Scholar, PG and Research Department of Tamil Khadir Mohideen College
(Affiliated to Bharathidasan University), Adirampattinam, Tamil Nadu, India.

Research Supervisor, Associate Professor & Head, PG and Research Department of Tamil Khadir
Mohideen College (Affiliated to Bharathidasan University), Adirampattinam, Tamil Nadu, India.

*Correspondence: sathyasathiyasundaree@gmail.com

Article Info
Received on 23-Mar-2026, Revised on 28-Mar-2026, Accepted on 29-Mar-2026, Published on 01-April-2026

ABSTRACT

This research paper focuses on Vaimainathan's novel 'Naali', analyzing Ecofeminism and Environmental Justice
from a socio-literary perspective within the context of contemporary Tamil literature. The study explains how
the coastal landscape and the female body are subjected to "double oppression” by the globalized shrimp
farming industry.

The novel’s primary characters, Maniyamma and Kannamma, are portrayed as different faces of the struggle
against power centers and environmental exploitation. By integrating the Sangam-era Thinai theory with
modern ecological concepts, this study argues how Naali serves as a 'Gaia Care Narrative' against the
commercialization of the so-called 'Dollar Beast' (shrimp). Furthermore, this report presents data regarding
groundwater salinization, the destruction of mangroves, and the health impacts on female laborers caused by

shrimp farms.

KEYWORDS: Ecofeminism, Vaimainathan, Naali, Shrimp Farm, Tamil Literature, Thinai,
Environmental Justice, Coastal Ecology, Feminist Identity.
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