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ABSTRACT

Sangam literature serves as a treasure trove that proclaims the lifestyle, valor, and righteousness of the ancient
Tamils. In particular, Puram (exterior/socio-political) poetry, including the Purananuru, holds a primary
position in constructing the political hegemony, martial traditions, and values of Sangam-era society. Although
there is a prevailing perception that Puram poems generally sing of men's valor, the voices of the female poets
echoing within them are highly powerful and unique.1

Over 26 female poets who lived during the Sangam period, including Avvaiyar, Okkur Masathiyar, and
Kakkaipadiniyar Nachellaiyar, did not merely sing about Aham (inner/domestic) life such as family and love;
they courageously recorded political hegemony, social justice, martial ethics, and the psychology of the 'heroic
mother".3

This article extensively explores how the female body and emotions were politicized during the historical
context in which Sangam society transitioned from a tribal state to a monarchical system. It also analyzes how
the ideological construct of 'Heroic Motherhood' was utilized to shape the personalities required for the
territorial expansion of kings.1

Furthermore, by integrating other historical evidence, this article presents a comprehensive feminist
perspective on the political acumen of female poets, the diplomatic missions they undertook, and the social
contradictions revealed through poetic themes (thurais) such as Magatparkanchi.7.

KEYWORDS: Female Poets, Purananuru, Heroic Age, Feminism, Heroic Mother, Political
Hegemony, Social Change, Sangam Literature.
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wrHmiiul B, Seuergl Fows D @)eTH ausner enwwinTsd ClaTaTH anrsst CUTTHouemsd
srewt Pprdmgl.' 2@y o flbasrepid LTeuTuleVensv, esrTeL ClLienTenemTd Hroml GL 65T 6T65TM
shewguilet Lligeursid GuenTenflesr LTGISTULIHETHEMUT H6VVG! GG 'Yt LTSS
&TEHSHUT 6T6edTn Gxeirailewws @)ILITL V&6 eTpLiLFerment.? oysircapi HedT(LpsLeweLWITT GLIT6T
QuenTUTD Levauiser @)Gsmail @l Glusseaflesr weTHlewsvenw BHILULTESL  LSley

O FigeTereyri.®

sdpLed FFaCsss s walsl, | Copyright © Author(s) 1255


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.06

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026) )
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.20

6. Fepad sL_HOILTHSET WHMID CLICTEHeTlsT U6y [Hlemev

UmbreTml T r&Hems Ll Lmigestmey b, Gumrflesrmsy GlLIesTaelT 6136l TelwTL &)W I BISenaTu|Ld, FeLpdHds
sLQuurhsmerujd g% wempssallsvensy.! 96 @evsslwnisallsy sTeprliL@ID HeTey)flenLo
Ol mevdTL ClueviTenstled Bb S YDLOUTL eV&6T LG GlLievoT G (mLbLITEYILD

uTEldaslul LeuerrsGeur svevgl SlwrdlwrsGeur aflersi@slmresir.!
6.1. swasswiw Cprsiry (Widowhood)

HEWTOUHSDT B)pHH GlLIcTeRTledr Blewsy &Fhids &TVGSlL LFHaYD HeUVLTRTSTE () (HbHH.
S| BEVGTHEMETS  HEWETHD, HEWV(PLYeDIIE &HMMGH, Glaumid HTFEFTHEMM 2 _6UTasn)H6L

GuTeTD Sl TLOTEST MaLenLy CBTedTLH6T ClLewTsef et L& Hlewflbaii L er.’

umeTigwedr Y Mleyew_ BibLNullesr wemerral CLIHBICHTLCLISHTH), HTH HewwTaust @)mboHe L 65T
2 L eisl L _Gums HlewlAIpTer. euswers sHSHP FTeTGmrisafl b eust gmmluwr suflssr
S|euarg| 2 _sirend Gl&THllisnL GleuafliLi(hs g FleTmevt:

‘srptiGumey pevalleni BMICBUI HTL THY®L@)ewL & HLhs wsLIf LT D6lsusTEamsiT
FTHOsTH YeaflllGuiig 9L CoausmenQeupbensg cusdd &lLrmHeluw  usreflls  Lmii@)srm)
sugluyibe _weusv CueriyCrib 9evGsib TG !

QBlIu|D 6TOTEHLD HEVbH HFLILITET 2_enTewer 2 adr(h), ewHLDCILIHTENTTS aurlpeusnd aill_, erilujb
LGS UNG LD1g61g| B)GTLILTETS 6TTMI 66T dnmiSmrer.! @& ewasb6LIesT surpailesr LBgmesr
FepsH FFSMmSCW HTL_(HFmg).!

6.2. s HMILD §pPdHEHID LMW W &(HdH w6V

FBIS HTVHBV QPUSBLD  YVVG SHDL 6TerLg CuanTsHEhs@ WL (HGw s YFlswTs
uellymIdS it L g)."* o eistEer Lrdensweny BT (Heugiid, LIV CLITS 6T LO6WTLILIGILD FeLpHhdTeD
ammIGelsTeTaTiLIL L Blewsvulled, GlLissser L B Shisafler Lafllsdhamsd Tdhs CeuswT(HLd sTedr

upymISSLILL Leri.! @Qbs @rienL Bleweoliur® Fmsl UTLVSHeMer 2@ ml LTl

UGl TEH W 6TerTg).
FeLpL ClLiessT et sdT 15l 6V FepsHds HL_HOILTH
(ITE AT
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5 (1 LD6WIT LD % T 6V LoHMILD CUHEmTrmev|GlLIHLOLITID GHeVh FTibhss 1°
BlFFullssliul L g
D3 LDEW LD 9| W H6VETH6T HeWabgl &HID CHTeTL|2_ L 65TahL ewL_Guwimisev o _WITeUTSH
SHBSLILIL L G|
Hevall sailens Lewearud oy mmev FOLPSH QY EHEDLOWITES B BIdk BMbasLLL L g °
Guimir oTrgHSTwTaL1 ClL(HLISLD Quliiler Geaugemerenw GeuaflliL®s55
HemL

7. Fmus srevll Qussrsaner surpallwsv Blewsvassir (7 Stages)

FBIS @V GCluewTewtledr surpsmey auwig LitenLulled 61 Blewevasarrall LifESIng.

@uurgur® Cuetrenflesr  sueriFFlewwiuyb, speuGleuT(h BlewLUIVID  HEUEHBBTET  FeLpds

TEHTUTTLILSEmETU|LD 2 0T $GHIHDGI.

Blenev (Stage)

eunwigy (Years)

ol 351D

Gueng (Paedai) 1-5 oy Mlwrls LiheuLd
Cugwenu (Pedumai) 5-10 QUOT(HLD LI(HeULD
wriens (Mangai) 10-16 L LILenL b LI(HeuLD
wLpeng (Madanthai) 16-25 (3)eTewLoLt Li(heuLd
oy fleweu (Arivai) 25-45 CEAERNG I

G flemsu (Therivai) 45-60 9|s9ILIuLT LI(heuLD
GufleribGluer (Perilampen)|60+ (LPSIHLOLT LI(HEULD

Ypprermmlev efrssrursd AssMesiiu@b ‘apdler waeafli' Qumburad 'Gsflemear’ svsvg)

'‘CulembGssT LHeUSWSHF FTThSauTHTTS @)HLuT.! @eursGer Fepssdler HmE BN EHmars

STLILIUTHOTTEHYLD, @)D aF T THeWET 2 (H6UTdh & LIS THETTHEYLD & (HSLILIL L 63T .
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8. waswmBlewsvlt urLsvser: G winflsr ypwmrer Gomf

Upprermmled  'swswmiblewsd’  eTedTLgI  pheurgl  wewpmeys@GL  Um@  urdu@ib
@rBIsHUTL VTG, @)Fl0 GlUSTUTD LeVeUTHeT SHHISHETOT DWTOT SHWTHWBSL LSley
OFigsreresri.!

8.1. urifl waseflNer enswmIBlensv

umf) westewredt cLpGeubGTHOTTEY 6UEHFHLTHS GClaTevsVlILL L UIn@, jeusrgl Lssvalwi Limigw
LITL_6V, 6UaTLOTeT eUTLP6Y §p(f GbTigulle FAewshosems alleuflssng:

‘GMen &S BI% 6T 961 Cl6u aTEI T VANV 6TIH EM B U LD 2 enL Quimip 6TLD &6 MILD
UpiRasrerri@mewmsdlhissr  @eublousnrenilvalsvblaustelmmy  wprfler  Geupbsierid@eiTmitd

Q& meRTL T, WL 6ThewSuLd (FevGio” !

SLbS WTHD SHws P HHSEUTH D6V 6THISEHWL_WSTS (3 (HbSSHI; BTN SHews (F)eVswev,
wewevw|tb UPCLITesrg) 6TedTH @)HB sullser, shewseulfldF FepssSle0 o ClLeTeRTledr LITHISTLIL
LwHmIb CFTsgIflewi eTedTLIZ Yewentd FTihCs &) (HhHme 2 nTTHgIHIMg)."

8.2. wewaral @WHHELITH HewTaust s emasuwm)mBensv

UDBTermmled e et Heorg weweall @mbsCurg eumbsll ur@ urign  (245)
ugleurdlusirerg). GFriomer CaHml L bLVSSHIS HIehFw WTHEHTMS STl ewerall QHSCELITH,
SeUaTg| 2 L eweVdF HOSTL 1360 @) Balll (h @)srenid Brer 2 ulCrr® @)mEHHCmCerr srevrd
STemaTCuw  QBTHGICsTADTT.?® @g FBIS STVSHSV DeWIGGHL 6lLsTENIHELemL G

B)(hHB SLPLOTET BTN &F Fresrmm@L.”

9. oy

FBISL LDLILTL6V&6T60 CLISRTLITM LjsV6)THeITl6iT & T60SH6T LIS (LpHHSH6ITeMLD 6% TTL_s6l. Heneu
afrsemss Curmmid 9Cs Geuswerulley, GumrflerTsd eHUGBLLD Feps WHMID  SHevfloevfls
@uliyseers gisvedlwiwTsl Lgley GlFiiglsTare.

1. gpepemww. seremenwri Gurserp Gluskt sallepiser ssvallulled TTRSHSTSSID

DTS EH G & @)ewewTITHF GlFwsvLIL L 6.
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2. afrgsmit yewerey. 'efrssmit’ etesrm  Llibuib, wesreryrld  pewmuilesr  yrdfluisv
CoHem6ausEhdHETHL OlLIcTen6r $TiienL 2 wuTiensy afr 2 ewrieurs wrHmluig,.’
3. WpITUTHHET: Fhisd FPsd OCUATHMeTS HalEhTHTTHNL 6 TdhETIUISETTSH6 LD
GurppleTTeiid, enabewio GBTeTL LHMID 2 L 6T ewL_CuimiHed CUTETD LIPS BIS%H6T
CLPEVLD jeUTHEDET sp(HHH LD weudH B HHBSSI. "
4. Fups wIHDID: GleaTd WS FUpss5IlOlBH Hlova|eL s FupsoTs WTHBlL QITITHDIF
GL60lev, GlLssTewtlest @)L_1b af 19 MH @6 HHBSLILIL L g).]
WreuTs, UnbreprHmits Gluest seiehiseflesr LTLsV&H6T Goumid @evdhdwis LewL LiLdeT
WL (HLosVeV; jmeau LTenl & SLIPF FepssSler HSsTri uslie), aurss prewrum@® wHmILD
Quentenflsst @BLIL GMSS s PSHSWLTET UTLTHNI Y eUTBISETTSGLD.!  ClLisssTew 6T
sereniflewi pOHHsLiLl L Blewsvulleid, saillewsuller auflurss HnisaflsT HewL_WTarsendiL|b
Fepsd FbBeNeITew WD Hj6uTH6T BleweVBTL Ly ujsiTaresti 6TedTLIg) &ML SHHHS5).

9. umismsu mrsvmar (References) - MLA Style

1] ypliurLsvsafled Fmisl GQuenr sallspimsafear @revsar. (Manuscript / Uploaded
Document), 2026.

[2]. Ali, Nazir. “The Function of Poets in the Purananuru.” Shanlax International Journal of
Tamil Research, vol. 6, no. 4, 2022, pp. 58-63.

[B]. "gmis  smevrt  Quewturph  yeveuiser." sy  ellssliSgwr, 14 Guw 2025,
ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/gmis_smev_GlLiessTLITH_Ljsv6uia6ir.

[4]. "srmis STVl Leveuirassir." S1p s Tug wr,
ta.wikipedia.org/wiki/#mkis_asrevli_Ljsveuiaseir.

[5]. Vennila, K. “Moral Principles of Women Poets in Purananuru.” /nternational Research
Journal of Tamil, vol. 4, no. S-19, Dec. 2022, pp. 531-536.

[6]. Gokila, V. “The Heroism of womens in Purananuru Songs.” /nfernational Research Journal
of Tamil, vol. 4, no. S-6, July 2022, pp. 210-215. DOI: 10.34256/irjt22s630.

[7]. Ali, Nazir. “The Function of Poets in the Purananuru.” Shanlax International Journal of
Tamil Research, 2022.

[8]. Ravi, Kokila. “Purananuru.” Literature and Writing Research Starters, EBSCO Research,

2022.

sdpLed FFaCsss s walsl, | Copyright © Author(s) 1259


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.06

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026) )
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.20

[9]. "ympreprmmled wasLLTHETERAL LTL VH6T - GluenTewilu Chrd@: ailfleurssr <y uiey."
Journal of Tamil Studies, vol. 2, no. 1, 4 May 2021.
[10]. Britannica Editors. "Sangam Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica, 29 Apr. 2025,

britannica.com/art/Sangam-literature.

[11]. Kamaraj, S. “Tribes of the Sangam Age in India.” JAAFR - Journal of Advance and
Future Research, vol. 3, no. 11, Nov. 2025, pp. 757-762.

[12]. Saminatha lyer, U. V., editor. Purananuru with Commentary. V. Saminatha lyer,
1901.

[13]. Zvelebil, Kamil. The Smile of Murugan.: On Tamil Literature of South India. BRILL,
1973.

[14]. Hart, George L., and Hank Heifetz, translators. The Purananuru: 400 Ancient Tami/

Poems of War and Wisdom. Columbia University Press, 1999.
[15]. @aFTHIS), Aeugrer. "YnpreprHmis urL_svsefled ClLwTE6T." (QevbBlIFsHL i 946y
B, 1 wrird 2021, ilakkiyasudarjournal.blogspot.com/2021/03/blog-post_27.html.

sdpLed FFaCsss s walsl, | Copyright © Author(s) 1260


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.06
https://britannica.com/art/Sangam-literature
https://ilakkiyasudarjournal.blogspot.com/2021/03/blog-post_27.html

