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ABSTRACT

Purananuru, which serves as a treasury of ancient Tamil life, is not merely a piece of war literature
celebrating bravery; it stands as a noble document defining the ethical principles of society. This article
extensively analyzes the ethical concepts embedded within Purananuru. The Tamils did not view Aram
(righteousness/ethics) as a mere policy or religious dogma; instead, they revered it as an inseparable code
of their daily lives. Fulfilling one's duties without fail was considered the essence of Aram.

This paper explains various dimensions such as social ethics, ethics of war, royal justice, the virtue of
philanthropy, gratitude, and universal humanism with evidence from Sangam literature. It deeply
discusses how the philosophical thoughts expressed through the songs of poets like Kaniyan
Pungundranar, Kadulul Mayindha Illamperuvazhuthi, and Nakkeerar serve as guides even for the modern
era. Furthermore, this article provides a detailed exploration of the comparison between the Tamil concept
of valor (Maram) and the Greek value of Aréte, alongside the humanitarian norms strictly observed even
on the battlefield.

KEYWORDS: Purananuru, Aram (Ethics), Life Values, War Ethics, Royal Justice (Monarchical Ethics),
Philanthropy, Humanism, Sangam Literature, Righteous Governance (Sengonmai), Dharma, Maram (Valor),
Impermanence (Nilaiyamai).
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suripellwisv afl gL WmBISET LDHMILD HHHIMTTSHH 6B (LPeH»MEHET
GPSS allflairar g uie)

Typsweraui &. wasrrreer, @enewriCuyrTdANui, slpsSgiemm,

Gl Hewev LHMILD Y Mlailuisv Hevepri], GlFsTenesr — 48
2Q).ipa g1 Bewwmuilev, Lil.er SO B)ernhisensy @) e rorssr®), G1Lfl Gensv LHMILD
9 Mlailwev HevsPri], ClFsiTemesr — 48

UINTF F(HdHBHLD

ueTenL_g HLlpiseafleit surpallis) %HayewTss SHph YDBTETNI, Cleumib afrsemsls Lr@HLD
Gumi @evdSwwms i HIeTN], FeLpdsdhHlert HMdbEHTLLTHHN6T 61w TuIm)dh @b GLo6STew LD W TevT
QYeuTTOTHe D eflonbiGang. BG)Ss’ Gy LDETETHPld CUTSbaITEr s HiHdIsmen
allflaurs  rmiudlpgl. sSWPiser Hmbewsd @ O&TaTdSWTECouT  HVVEH  LSHD
CariurL TaGeur HHBTLOD, HHe6Td Hhisafler SeTmrL eurpaier LNfldss Wrwrs spm
Qpplursl’ Curpmleri.! weflger $6T HLewwHmar auwpeuTs BledmCaunmieuGs HMLD 6TesTd:

SHBSLULL L G). @)EsL_ Bewrulled Fepds mib, GUTi 9MLD, HTF YLD, FenHd Smeir, GlFiihpesTr
9 WIs6v, LHMID 2 evserTallw WeflsEHuwih CGuretn LLGoum LTTETBISST Fhi% (B)eVdbaWIF
FTEITMIHEHL_6T e HLILIL (D6TOTEIT. &6vvTlWI6HT LBIEH6TMETTT, HL_gVI6T oMb (B)eribelLI(Heuwpdl,
b&E T GureTm Leveuiseflesr Ll svser eulfl GeueflliLiBid SdhHIeuTiSHF FbsbenerTHer, HaTewr
STVSH MG eTeueuTml  UPSTL19H6MTTES Y EDSISTHOT  6TeiTLG  FBlV Y LLoTss
Maurdssiu@Ang.! Guaib, slpisefsr Lo eeTeyn  ofrd  GsTUUTL IgHED
HCrsaisaflesr '8’ (Aréte) eretemyd  ellllwsFHGd @ewLullevresr  spUTHSBEBLD,
BurissaTsded s inlyssiul L walsriorar OpPaepn @&s. Garuls ol Aars
Sprmwiu’ (pererer.t
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1. perenIsw T

SIleT &g Gl TesTemiowimeT Bevdhdw wruTdw ks @evsslwib, wefls eurpallst @)®m Gl mib
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QuiLswrgn.! UppTEIm  eTeTUg  TLHSCHTRS  BTOSERST  @eTDI; @)% BT
SpInah FFatsEs sUp swiesy, | Copyright © Author(s) 1379


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026)
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27
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vwsTu@SSOULGeterg). S0l Ysrypseiuilstuy, Db eTeTUG  "SMHOD,  LjsTenfluib,
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2 L TH@GL GlaFred" ererts L QuTpeTseends GareanrLgl.! @)hsd CFTHEUT(HeTHsT
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LEVTHE (HhHHI.2 LSBT HATHOHRT UHTWMISHSHIH CEHTMTL @pbd (pewmaflsr Cgm @S Cw
Spid  erariu’L g% m soflvaigafsr suwlluregs uarg 9P RWSs55ICLCW
S| LB USTOTG] THTLINSS BT T 2_6wrii ] mbgevrit.?
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TAwsd Symid QerGarsrenio HmID ) SaumTs oy 4.
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Anpssl LUIDDD GDbsse LwGer !

@) BT QUTHST, (h HeweVeusyld SHewevallujld HoiGafledT (PFHIWIDS HTVHS6D, BN LIGHTL 56T
CaETeTL 1055EHLEYID, DSBS CUTDHYID FHDSSTHLDID Rewewthbsi, Was Anbs YD
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Slewewtullsv ailfleurs allersainl (herearg).*

4. 1y smis GosHwrsefls s smSsIEaNeT QFdaTss
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M HleT euflulGevBr yewLoWLD 6TTLINSF FL 195SBTL_(HSMG).

s uGmIBTYL "9yl @wep peilsiy prelsr sETD PSSO GUTHDID
9| bHeNTT HeM6T Breusitenio &Ml CuaHsmg.!
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o  uSOMILILGFI. weTaTTHST HMiD CuTHMmI Y bsewTiseaflsr suflewriflemwis Lisrum

BL bSO 6TOTLIN S GBS

o &MG0sTmss. "Uni Crrwnb $HEHT Cursy CurHm HmeThlgsv" sTedrm LsHEILIHD
suMaer epevid, wesllGTLITaTGL HYMSH6T g LlILenL TETLINS BmieyHmg.'
Qdswasw 2@ LThS YDF GYlGoGW UDBTOINI 5815 DS AbseoeTsmen 1iles Sailrors
(pSTEDRUSHIM .
5. Fepas wib: "B0&CHeT WpwevT CHTSTHTET
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Upméars eaurp CeusiT(Hd 6TedID SHSSTGHWD. @)HH[HSHMSL LITERTIQUIET SHLeYI6T LOTUIHD
@ ereLHeupd lasF Aptiurs allerd @S mir.
5.1 umrLsv 182-s51 Yy p0TORT LIGLILITUISY
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“o enrL_T6L oL, Bk 2 6V — Q)BT
SYpgd Flewweug) pulilsyid. Gleflg” srers
SOlwiT 2_ewrL_sPb BevGr; wevsfley Fevir,
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LaLp stevfledt, o _ufl(Hid s\ @eur, L) eresflsdr
2 V@ L 6T GluMlenIb, Gl TeTaTevT; HuiTeilsv;
Ojsirear Wl F ewerwii s,
HL0& 66T (LpweVT GBHT6dT HT6iT
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1. u@sdgiarentev: CohouisendsGs o flw Ulps HlewL GSTID Hewarll LImhHEEd
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2. Qeumiferenio: eteui  1Bgd  FHerld  CBTETETTLO),  HEWATEUMTUILD  B63TLIL_WILD
& (HEDEWTW|L_69)ILD bL_GleuTider. O
3. gFFupId YMUPLD: 2 VD UGG SwF CFWVHEHSEG EhF BHLLILITTHET, | 6TT6D

Y& WHsTHS S 2 _ullewrujd QaT(Hdbss glewileuriser.

sUllpenrd FiauCsss sWD g iiailsL, | Copyright © Author(s) 1382


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026)
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27

4. FwBLISTDW. FLEHEHTH 2 DPHETLN, LIMTT Bes)bsTss HD 2 L 60 auedlemioeniu

(Cmredrgmeir) LiweTL (HdIeuTTH6T. !

@)FFMmHW LT EH6TH: OleTenTL. 'FTeTGmmrissr @)HLLSTOSTHT @)eayeVBD  HLlwITLO6D
Qubigang sTeirn @emibelLBalSlullsT &B55, wallsEHubIlsT o FFwr@D.'
6. wW5FHv wib: CuTidasTev CBM Lps» M 6T
uenTew L5 S0P TH6T afTHemasdF AnLiss 96z Geuswearuilsy, Gumflg)iid Fsv &1 BLiLTBsenearu|Ld
gpmisemerud Uletuppleri.! Curissersglev Geumml Glumieusng aill, 9moHHler eulhl Bleirmy
Eeunn)] ClumieensEw CLoeiTenLOUITHS % (HDH6OTIT.
6.1 weflsTiNwrert Guri 9 mid
LIT6WTLY 6T LISVWITHFTeWeY (LpGI&GHLOILT ClLiheupdlenws GBI 1geDOWITT LITLG W §peTLSTLD LITL 6V,
BuTdasTevgSlsL BewL_LiLiligdhs Ceusnrigw weflgTLilwrer GpPlssner allards@ang,.’
“ OpeyLb, 6T @)W LITTLILIET LT EIHLD
GuevTiy (HLD, Lilewflujem_uf(pid, CLievwfls
OB ST VTIPS & I (HB! HL_6T G)MIds @ LD
CuTeTGLITEY LBHeVeumLt GlLmTS & (HLb
6TLO O &g afl(heugiid, BILD Sy ressr GFidledr
ST DDSSI AW BIVUPILD Lyt wpSglest (Lpid - 9) |
Gumri QarLmi@Gausn@ wWerGu, Gurfled FHUL wWigwrs wHMID UTHSTUUHD Blewevullsy
2 sirameuisemer LiLmLILI(hSSHIeug 6(h LTOLIHLD HMOTSHL LTTSSILL L g). @)HedTLlg
. Lo (o)
o obsaTiaeT (LTiILIET T EnLD)
o Quentast (CLswTIY (HLD)
o Gorwreflasst (LNewflujsm_ufmid)

o OBATHVSS TS G SLeHeend ClFIW LjFeVeuTasenari GlLmraeuissir !

QA CWTT UTHISTULTST @)L_BISEHSGHF ClFvspTm 9 nlallsaslit@m)ib. euedlenio (3)s0eVTSHeu 6T
g1 Gumi Qasr@uug uflsmb GFwed sTedTy Fhisd Slpissr pHoLileri.! euedlew Ldbas
afrisepLer i HGw Curi GFuiw CeusstT(Hb 6T6dTLICSH YjsuisaflsT af ;r 9 mLT G Lb.

6.2 afyapib TETIPLD: OUL_&EH (HBHHN (LPEHD

S0P TaHer CUTTEHTSSL (LPpHIFL ST LBeueNS WGLICILTIIW HULTETIOTSS &H(HSIOTT.
SDHOFWVTH  BlHPHSTYID Ffl, YHFSMBW  STWID YL bG efriser o uili eury
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allpoLeugdlevemev.t Caromesr GlLIHEFCFTLTHET 6T6dTENID Lo6HTE6T, GFTLPEIT &% TVEHIL 65T

CumrfllLGuTgl eueTgl PHIFL YL »HSEH STWD JHUL L K. B)SDEHTH aU(HHS W BeuedT,
'ouL_ &S pBgI (2_ewrewrm CrrerLilhpbg) 2 ulli FimbsTesr.t

CGumigsrey HWIb |aflardasLd

wellgriloreard | pwAGuim, QLISHTEHST, GBS LITSHISTHH6.

&emreutd (Honour)|wpaidlsy Lessru®eusnsd Sallisasv; el L med 2 uili HImdbdHev.

@piemio FTEWTHL_[bSb LIEHSHUNETd: ©0ldT6VEVTEHLD.

FLDG S 6T EWLD Blas et af i en_eir G CurflHgs.

6.3 s1ilp "wmid’ wHmID HCrsss 'HCr "' (Aréte)

ympreprmmled efleuflssiiu@b 'wmid' sterenb ofrds Camlur®, uswewLw HCrdsisefer
'91Gri_" (Aréte) steiremid el PlwSCsT(H Uil LiLGEngl.* Geweu @) resrHCw Gleumid Guimri
afrsews WL (D GDPGsTW, @ Wwellsaflsr o rars BLohewHemwiu|bd, GLoeiTenLoemulu|Ld
GDlsHsTmert. GUITidsensgdlsy sriBb of b, uPlGuTids@ eupniGL ClsrenL oy &lw (3)ressr (B
sp(h T T6dl6dT (LP(LYSWLOWITEIT S} EMHEDLOWITHS SH(HBLILIL L GI.*

1. Fewxd HMeIb CFsveudbhgIl Liwsy|Ld

FeNE VG ClaTemL g Fmesr ereirig Fblpisseflest surpaisd @)rewrLnd HeVbHS @(h GLI(HLD
DTG aunflCurids@ uyYBIGaICs 6lFUSIHT 2 QVTEDLOWITT LIWIGT 6TTHI 66T
L Nerit.

7.1 QFsveusd gt LwGeaT 360

DEIET  SaMEETWT  wsaTTT  BEEreTTr, 9@ welsalsr oplUmLs Gsmeasmerd
& 19551, OFVaushgler Seuflugams allerd @ pri.

‘o _ewrLig BT, 2 HliLeney 3)resrCL;

UImeyib eT6VsVTLD OIS &bGLo;

STV ClFeV6US S LI CesT FaHeD;

S1i11Guib etesl1Gerr, Fiyp LVGeu" (ymib - 189)

SYTFITTS G)BHSTRID, TPPUITS G)BHHSTRID PHSST 2 HTEYIID > swTallsiT eTe HTIHIHTeT;
o DEGL oL GIaTOSTer. WHns Comausend G HamsEDn FwiorarmaGu. rarGar,
@SwTs 2_erer GlFLNISHMS LLHMEUTEHEHSGHS C1HTHEHSTLON STEHT YaiLIailss BlewerdhsTev,
9IS LIV hETewLO&HD6TS &BHSHIaHID 6TedTm) heSTT erdFMbSmmi.

7.2 wepepwits Gursirm C&TenL

sUllpenrd FiauCsss sWD g iiailsL, | Copyright © Author(s) 1384


http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 04 (April -2026)
www.tamilmanam.in DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.27

Le»eLWILDTET Fl(H(LplydhsTTulleT GEsTemL_& Fmobewsd sLilevir LTHLEUTEI, HbeweT ewPEuiT(h
INNICES s

‘b6 2_aisT(h), BT LFILD LoaLleT,

wrid @ eTafl8s. G mrapsLGev

OB TemeLWIT B6V(F)ewF alaTHhIF, LoEHEVUISHT

walPpTS F55 Gy el CBEHEST
LT &Ly (psiTEni LBLOlewFL

ul L wrifl 2_sppuileyid usvGeu” (ymip - 123) 1

Ao wAPFAUIL @) HEGHLEUTH ClBTENL CULPHIGEUTTH6T. LETT6V, LOHEIUILOTET 6TLIGLITEILD
CasTewL euYBIFlS GETaTCL @) (HHSTeT. eusht aupBIS CHiHefledr sTawTentlhbends, (LpsiTesni
wemevuiled Guiiu wenysgiaflsemer alll ySlEd steorm suUilevr allwasdlpri.! @& ewaswrTm)
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