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ABSTRACT

In the landscape of Tamil literature, 'Oppari' (dirge) is not merely a component of death rituals; it stands as a
rich oral tradition that has persisted through generations and serves as a historical document recording the
internal and external transformations of society.

This article explores in detail the historical evolution of how the 'Kaiyarunilai' (elegiac) poems, celebrated in
Sangam literature, transitioned over time into 'Oppari,’ which reflects the emotions of the marginalized
sections of society. Traces of Oppari are deeply embedded throughout all eras of Tamil literature—starting
from the grammar for mourning defined in Tholkappiyam, the heroic elegies expressed in Purananuru, the
righteous indignation found in laments within epics like Silappathikaram, to later Puranas and individual
poems.

Beyond literary records, this article provides a detailed analysis of Oppari from a folklore perspective, covering
its various classifications and sociological backgrounds—specifically examining power struggles related to
caste, gender, and class. Furthermore, by comparing Tamil Oppari with Western elegiac traditions, this article
highlights the universal aspects of human grief alongside the unique elements inherent to Tamil culture.

KEYWORDS: Oppari (Dirge), Kaiyarunilai (Elegy), Folk songs, Sangam literature, Tholkappiyam,
Sociology, Professional mourners, Gender politics, Dalit feminism, Elegy.
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6. yrrewrsisefley sprinimif): spp suripeilwisv 15 gmer efloiFeurid
YITewT @)SETFBIGET) SHWTLOTOT &HHMTBISET 6uHLLCUTHI, SSTUTSHS TBISET LTH6USTHID
HallEhTH6T LjewedThd LITL 6VS6T spLiLiTiufledT H6iTemLoemids 61 T evdT Ly (s 35163 M 6vT.
6.1 sburTwTWwewTLD
@ rreuswresr @mpHSCLTH WeTGLTHT Levbyd Tl sbufler sal55ns5sTe0 @h FMbs
@QriisHureurs 2 (K6leuBSGI6Targ. @)TTeusntestledr miled LTiibhs bewLs Gzl TG T
S WQUBTES SLT LTHADTT. GLAID AITEEETSES STEIILD, HHMBESTS SRISSILD LjaObLLD
CFIBH6T Y eTHEHLD PLILITT] LITHOUBDBTET FTETMIHOTTS 2_6TET6VT.
6.2 gflFablrir Lrremrid
G NFFHITLI LT TenTSS60 LOWITEsT HTETL_ B0 FhBlTiod) H6T a6t 2 CeuTdSTFeT @)mHsELTS
LTI LTL6 B Gy LTS EnsE s OB HHESLTTS):

uesflwm esTewesThg Gleuuilevmsy o sV B

LFWT VEMEVBGI (LpeVeUT

Sewflwmw Cleusis ewryeur ellmbgl

9|Fwmren CloeTelsmevml Guisst

mesflCuw HL_bg1 el Crrit GFMbg)

SIS HewTL 1085 Gesr

@) ssflwreny BoLll 2 _ullieuripeu Glwesrm

NSempCuirenid wirenweuGio (HMFFbSlres Lyrmewnrio 997)
BT LSO LMD H9555T GBS STUl, USRS 2 Lewvs HTH WSl VDL
Quiure e, @ srullst HHprevwspw CarefliuGSSISDSI-
7. pri@lym @uurfll urLevser: @ aflfleurer suenasLiLm®

BT @QLUYD wdsefllew_Guw eliurfl steitug @ surpaiws) SeweowTsGeu SlspEng. BT
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QUTETLOTLOENEY, &. FhghlGausy, Gx. sprigy Gumrseitm BT (BLiLmeiuisy QyuieuTeTiEer (3)g5emer
allfleurs S rriibgistereri. sprinmd]  eredugy) Ou@bLTIDd OuedTsafler LLLILITSS
SHCETIOEE AR

7.1 2_peyyenrm g liienL_ufled riummser

sriumfll UTL6V&eT @)MHHe(HdbEGHD I pLeal(hdhEGHd el Cuuirer 2 peneult QUTMIGS! |H6sT
DLWESBSS! LoTDILIGILD.

7.1.1 smit @i

SHTewW B)PHd LH6T HeV6VG a6t LTHL plinmfluilsy, sruilest oreusnentiiyid, @esflis LImbs
af 19 M@&F ClFeTHTeL wTi eurGeuPUTiaer 67T 67dhH LD GleuafliLi(H)Lb:

oul_5Gs wenip GLiLD euTERTTE SaTentl oG auaTaTTSAL SamaniulGe aurenp ap) SieTan
au(pLD euTewl ew fFGFHES euatent GUTHLIGLIPHEHeT suflewaFusirer &mullpbCsetr

7.1.2 semreusir @)Ly

semaumar @uis QU LTED UUTH HsaD o MESLTTS. G)& SjaueTs TisTar
urgsTiUleTenLo HMID Fepd LTHMBIGeT (L), QUTL (B @)pHSH6V) eDLOWILTEH 6% T6vTLg (&) LD:
Caprewll  aIpGSITI  FIPPUWHCWL  HTSIBHET  Carenfl H0bSBHFCE  FiwDHGL
S ewFulleVeD SLILID 6U(HESHINTIN] — BT HLNE®ICW STHB(HHHET HLILID &Heybdbl (HFCF
HL_NHBeTC ) enaullsvsv

8. giurMuller Fapsalwed: Frdl, urederd LHMID HSETrE SLLedLoLILjse6r

sriumf] eteitug Qeumid HwrsHHler Gmfl I RV, G R@H FOPS QIIgHTED LOHMILD
ABBTTSIDG THITTET ST6V G 1D.

8.1 srglwsé s Lewwoliyib sprinimifluyid

SUOIPBHTL 1960 @UIUTMAL UTL V&6r GOILUTS @@SSIUL L Feps wohsallewl_Cuw (5695) s
auellew LW TeT H6W6D suigeudTsHL GuenTliLil (b eu SlsiTpest. wrewr yMlalllienud GlFiyd 'usyp'
QemssEin, SsRaTTH GmeThg UTLLLED SUUTRSED Fips oBHE0 Hm GBI L
@b 2_ehr (.

8.2 ureflesr rflwev (Gender Politics)

spriumf]  Qu@pbured  CueHErsGs 2 fehsTer @@ augeuTSS  HHSLULGSEIDSI.
QurgiGeuaflulley GuenTasst o réhslt CuUEGaT VG Fhiser o Menwsenerds GalaGsur

MW BGSLLILTH @ FpsHF GFGUedlsy, UUTTl SeuiseEhdsd @@ FsbHrwrer Cleuaflsnw
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QUPBIGHIIM ).

Queser sprimfluilest euflwrss SBIB6T GHOHOUSSD BLEGHLD YbSlBewearuyb, TOlWTT
CBTHMLEHMOTULD FnL LI USITHISOTSS CaflalliuTissr. @& S euTHEHdbE p(H LOSTHVS
Fieurseyw (Catharsis) oyewwang,.

8.3 3695 GuenTenfluds @rev

uror  GumeTy  sTwSSTeTTHeTeT UL LIysefley  spriumf]l @ Yrfwsd  smallwrsl
urissiuBGEngl. 'FBss’ breausdley Hedd GLIBTHET HHIGET 2 eHPLIEHLIUD, 2 L 960U,
auedlewwiujib LITL V&6 eulfliTasL Lgley ClFISmTidser.

9. Qarflsoyenm PUUTTL LTL &F&6T: @ Fepsls QUTHETTSTTLI LITTene

@it @UILITHA TSTLE) R FLEES QsTifeorsad TP Ters). aisd) UL &5 @@ bubisefis,
QpBEMBSSTS JHWMSDHGS CBTHLWDL UTL &% YesalilBSlSTDeTi. @aiiden
'Moirologists' stssrmy jswpEsLILIB S STDEUTI.

CaTflsvapewm  UuTHl UTL &is6eT @mbseuswrs upPliu  SsaiLsmer 2 _maileriseafl_ib
Casl (g OCafbg6sTaT®, YSHEHHUL LTLVHMEOTL L|eDToUTIH6T. | (LpsusbD6lEeaTEm
BBIGWETSH SWTT GFUIGCEHTETEORD Bouismer, HBIHsT OCFTHsS GOLUSH GDLILsemer
BIOSTSSILI LT TESIS BB1%EMHH 6T S| (QEDHEDUI 61T 6HINS ]S 615 TeTau(T.

10. Frpdais S0P wrilsv uiumil wHmib CFTiflevpend LU 6T

Gevnimsuler ol s wHpn APsEH LGHselain euuTh LIy OFweLWTS o drers.
FdHHIH SO B)evdbdwmigersy spritimifl 'Llerdsentid’ sTeiTm LITausVTs SewLpdbBLILIBHHE DS
OV aliirwewilwin stapglw 'Professional Mourners' (1964) stetorm Amisens, @)evmiensullsv
QBTHlLPEOM  HUPLIITHET 6TeUUTM| P(hH FLBIFSST GLWTTY LwWeTUBRSSLILIBHS D TTH6IT
sreiTLems  afleuflsSngl. 9m@ GCasrallwi Fepsls Cuewssr ofigH@er eubgl sprium
EWEULILITT&6IT; LIGTOTT LMMILD HVVUT FLpds D 63T6T LOUITEIT 29TT6U6VSEI6D LiMhiEh 6 LIMI6UTTH6T.
1. guurfuyd Cuenevprl ® @rmisnHureyo (Elegy): em Uil 6 <piiey

S0lp @evsdlwggler 'ewaswmiplensv’ wpmib Cuwswsepr® 'Elegy’ opdlw @)rewr®d @ @)ew_Guw

L6V aflEHSH5E M MISHLOHET 2 _6iT6T6T.

SHLUIGUIT 6T | S (wswmiBlens) HCraaio (Elegy)

ofrip (Valour)(|Gumrflsv efiphs wmeuswers Uspssw  ||afr wresrd s LmT@HSe0

sr560 (Love) [[semevsussflesr LIMeumsL eumr(hsev OV (PLGUITS HTHEWEVLI L|sVLDL|FH6V
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SWHUGUTH6T |SL0p (wswmiBlensv) HCraaio (Elegy)

BlewevwITento ([(Faremio LMHMILD euTLpail6T BleweVWITNLD||BTVGSHI6T L L (LPLD (LpgIeWLOU|LD

Ssuswanwriler Fworst ewswmiBleweowd, HCrdsds seallepr FTiGumr  (Sappho) sesr
CaTlHEpdHsETSE  LUTIQw @UhisHurssepd 9Cr eaiswrear o aiddds Gallwssmeard
& TeRT(hsTerar. HaTaT HTEVHHD HETETHTF6IT LOMHMILD (LPLGWLTF6TIeT R)THISGDLTESET HTLOEV
HICy MM GlL_esTevflFevfledr LITL 605 6L 6T RUILIL_GHEHem6.

12. s&Te @)evdsdlwib wHnid 2 _stisefle) riumfuilsr Blene

@earewpw  pafer 2 e spuiuTfl m wWedMHE euHLD Hmev euigeutors  (Dying  Art)
wrH&ECETeTIy HSS DG ullsnid, sHHTVS S Assflor 'uNCumid Gumwrer', 'Ggib
uilyrib Glumest' GuiresTn LILBigeT suflwira spriimiflewws sp(h suedlewLowITesT 2_ewTiFFd % (HalwTasLl
LWSTUBSSIFDSI-

19-gp10 mrmmrewTigesr LNHLGSuled CuensVbTl B @eVsasluid HTHHHH5TV HLOLlL 2 (Heursst
wmweTdFd QuEHsSHle0, msEWmiblene @, hafars salleng allgaunTds WTMYWG|. FTeTL LOHMILD
Ulermiid Gleuiey GUTeT 6ulgeumiSHefled @) TmIsDHUTSS6T 6TLYHLILIL L 63T.

13. o e

slp Qevsslwmisaflsy seluTf] steTugl @@ Bewr Cbgw sureTHmIs5 CSTLTFHenuwids
CETERT(R6ITENGI. FBIS HTVSEH LWETOTTHETIT Lol UTIqw 'swswmiBlensv'ulley  Qri_mig),
sridlusisefler 9madF Hmwmrsls uflentidls g, @)eTm FTioTeflw wéhaafleiT auripailiish oy aIemTioTds
'sstimf]’ BlewevGummisiTeng). @)LILTL V&6T Gloumid PeWHF ClFTHHET HV6V; MU §(h

FepdHhH BT eurevrmy, Liewrur(h), wHmIb Hesflwesflss Guryri L Bigseaflsr Fridssir.
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