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ABSTRACT

In the history of Tamil literature, the genre of Prabandhams—collectively known as Sittrilakkiyagal (Minor
Literatures)—attained sublime growth in the post-Sangam period. Specifically, Kalambakam, one of the ninety-
six types of Sittrilakkiyagal, is a rich literary form characterized by a blend of various poetic meters, verse types,
and structural elements encompassing both Akam (interior/love) and Puram (exterior/heroic) themes.
'Puyavaguppu’, which serves as one of the introductory elements of this literary form, is a unique component
that extols the heroic prowess, philanthropic nature, and the physical strength of the shoulders (Puyangal) of
the protagonist.
This research paper provides a detailed examination of how the Puyavaguppu element is structured within
Kalambakam literature. Specifically, this article deeply analyzes the conceptual frameworks of Puyavaguppu
in:

e Saivite texts: Thillai Kalambakam, Thiruvamathur Kalambakam, Madurai Kalambakam, Kasi

Kalambakam, and Thiruvarunai Kalambakam.

¢ Vaishnavite texts: Thiruvarangak Kalambakam.

« Historical texts: Nandhi Kalambakam.
The paper further elaborates on the mythological references, social backgrounds, and the rhythmic beauty
(Santha Nayam) employed in these verses. The primary objective of this study is to establish the role
Puyavaguppu plays in asserting the divine grace of the Almighty and the supreme valor of the King..

KEYWORDS: Puyavaguppu, Kalambakam Literature, Sittrilakkiyagal, Nandhi Kalambakam,
Saivite Kalambakams, Vaishnavite Kalambakam, Santha Viruttam, Heroism, Pallava History,
Mythological Data..
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