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ABSTRACT

Tamil literature possesses an ancient heritage and richness spanning over two thousand years. This article
explores the various ways the fine art of dance has been practiced in ancient Tamil literature and the position
dance holds as a central theme within these literary works. Specifically, it explains how dance—as a physical
movement—is intertwined with music, rhythm, and the land-based conceptual framework of Uripporul
(emotional theme), Karupporul (environmental elements), and Mudhal porul (time and landscape) in Sangam
literature. During the Sangam era, group dances such as Kuravai, Thunangai, and Veriyadal held primary
importance.

Supported by Sangam literary evidence, this article describes the Kuravai Koothu performed by people across
the five types of landscapes, the Thunangai Koothu performed exclusively by women, and the Veriyattu
performed to seek divine grace or celebrate victory in war. Furthermore, this research highlights the divine
dances performed by Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva—such as Kudakoothu, Alliyam, Kodukotti, and
Paandarangam—as well as the unique makeup and dance excellence of the Koothar (male dancers) and
Viraliyar (female dancers). In short, this article confirms through literary evidence that dance was an
inseparable part of entertainment, worship, and life rituals in ancient Tamil society.

KEYWORDS: Sangam Literature, Dance, Kuravai Koothu, Thunangai, Veriyattu, Virali, Koothar,
Karupporul, Ancient Tamil Arts, Classical Tamil.
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ULphHLOLp B)svddlwimiseflsv bL 6oTLD

Typewareui gr.Nfwgsiafsfl, wenerour Ll L Cuwevmileurert, GFb6wriflé SLolpTiley gl
Blmieuestid, (Hesreormi_ & Blmieuestid), @)HHlwid Heval Y ewFFSHLD, CLHIOUTESLD, ClFsTensT.
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UINTF Fr(HdHHLD

S0P BevdbSwmiser @)renrLrTullrbgl oeT(HsEHdbE0n GwevTer GlgreTenow|id GlFmleyLb
uTiihgHewel. UPHSLOILD BeVsSWBIEeTV [ISTHMVWITET BHLTLD 6TeueUTEMEVVTLD LiufleiTm)
QUbHSHI6TOTS| 6TTLIMSG WD, BevEHlwgFler LTHOLTHOTTS BLOTD GUDMITOT @)L_SH»SHU LD
Bsasl_ewr rriudngl. @OLUTEE FBs @VsS WSS Bl FTips 2 MNUGCLTmeT,
SHUGILIT(HET HMID LpSHeV CILIT(HET YslweuDmIL 6T @)ewdF, STOTLD WHMID 2 L 6V @uIsSSHTHS W
BL&TLD sTeueuTm) LilewewThglererg ereiTLg eallenGELUL D6Targl. FBiIS STOSHD &L
[HL_63TBIGETTEIT (& T6W6U, HI6HTBIENS, LONHMILD GleuMwiTL 6V Y aluieneu (pseiTento ClLDmi alernhisler.
goIews Blevniseaileb hs6T piqul GTewaIdhdnbgl LUpBlujb, waefli 0L HID g &ImTHIDSHE
FnBGl LHMID @)ewmeusil_b o mHeT Ceuswrigujib Guri GleupmlEsETaseayb L it L Gleuplwr’®
upPluyb FBIs QVsEWEF FTeTnIHEHL T B)H%EL(Hewr ailsuflsalngl. Guweib, SHLTsL HMILD
AsuQupomsit  iquw  Csieills BLOTBISOTTRT GLbInsG, VWD, CETHEHTL 1q,
UTeRTL IS GUTeTneuNe»MU|D, Fndsi wHMID ailmedlwifler spliLiewer LHMID QL 6V
Apliyseverujiv Geeuriie) CloaliLGSSISDGI. FHbIssd Bl6T, LTwLS HEDF FapssHle
QurwsIGCurse, euflur® wHmid eurTpalwed FLBIGDHefL BLerd s Lflds prwrs
IYBIBTSS HHPhSwS Qevsilws Frerniser aifl Glss Qe 2 IFliuGSSISDS-
ysHwF Frhasr (Keywords)

FBIS @VSEWILD, BLETD, @&GTeveudbdndgl, FHlewrbiens, Geuplwrl ®), almed, Fmdsi,

&(HLIGLIT (6T, LPHSLOIPT HeweVBH6IT, GIFLGITLS HLOILD.

S BVsFBIGET LSTOST(HBISTVS ClsTeTewmy 2 ewL_wenel, GFBleurarenel. Lol
QevsFlwmissr @yt rullrsgl YT (HHEHHGHM GCeVTeT LempewLd  suTiihbewer. HLOILD
QevsFlwmiBemard: Hrevauemsuilsd LiGds Ceusnt(holweflsy FBisaTeVD, K% @)evdbdluids SHrevw,

sridlw sTevd, USSP BewsSlw HTeVD, FADPlevEEw HTeVID, @)HHTEVD 6TEILD 6UMBH6I 6D

LI@&HH6VTLD.
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[HL_63TLD

BLGTLD 6TENID BHIWTHMV, @VEHWSEHT(H  eTeueuenHUilsd sTeVVTD  LFailullBbssI,
BLOTSMSCW  LUTHOIUTHeTTHS OGlEHTant(h) eTeueurT6lmsLeVTD  @evdhaslwmbiseT GHmerple,
BLOTSIST  HTEHHD  6Ths  emallsd  Qeusslwsggled QL bCuDmgI  sTedrgh LD
N TINIEIOE L
FhI% (B)6VdsE WI(LPLD B L 6T (LPLD

FBI%5 B evsaslwBisefler LTHOLTHTHET H6f5HSHTEND UTIIHSEMEI. Fhikh HTVSDHI6D BHevfl
wefls 2 ewrieysCer Guflgid CUFILL L OT. HBHOTTL FBIG @)VdHEWBIGmeTd SHevfloesils
2 _eWTT6YHeW6T FBlevdhdler litienL uilled LGHSSTT. Blevmisemerds @&nlehd, LPsVem6D, LD[HSBLD,
EBUIFHD, LITHEV 6TATL LGHSHEH @)ed 2WbHl BlVSSMIGGHD (PHeV - S - 2 11 6T cLpedTm)
CuT(HeTHemeTL LWL SBHeri. @b cpedrmley, o MLGLIT(HeT eT6dTLIGI 2 awTidd] 9eVevG BHlewevds
H(HdHS 6TTeID eVSTUW LITeUuSHMBHH Fnmib. HHLCILIT(HT 6T6dTLIZ FlewewTdhshallwTs Blerm)
2 ewrigfuilesr LLGoum FBlewevsswear eallerd@d FehFril UTUSMSHE FmmID, LPHeL GILIT(H6T
FehFTHUTUSS WIS GHS SHlewewT CFIWLD HeILITaILLTS @wikiGLD. @)miE 2 MAUGLTHsT eTeiTLIg)
BlIVDFTT 2 _ewiiddl; &HLUGILIT (T 6T6dTLIZI BleVSGIUTL) @uDendsL GILIT(H6TH6T; (LpFHeL LT [HeiT
6T6dTLIZ) BleVmiIsafledT @) wmHendd HeTemio, BleVBI%Ehd @, 2 flul Liheuld, GBILD eT6dTLIGHT.

GGsv GFTsvevLiLI’ L CUT(HeTsHaflsy &HLICLITHET LIFDTTETE, euewaHUITET OlLIT(H6TH» 6T
2 6TerL_ddlwgl. emeu Blevsslenid@ 2 fluwgsrdn Csiiald, o Wi @lyLodasr, 2 D@D A6,
umflLLb, 2 _ewrey, CGTL6D, L6V, WILD, BT, LMewe, aileVBIE, LIS, WTLP, LIGHD 6T6ITLIGI. (LPedTL]
g Plug Gumretmy @)C16ILIT(HeTaH6T LIFSIOTTET LD FEhFTIH LITOUSDH6WI%Ed SHIEWWTWITII HeDLOW|LD.

SHUCILT(HefleL o eTar LT, WTLp. UewD  6T6TLRT  peubleum(h  BlevdHlenid @b
seflssaflwmil B)HH@GD. YSOTTEL BlVIDFTT 2 _ewrialeishE THPTHCEUT @)ewaFuld HTearipLd
OJswLoujib. sTesTGou 2 1 60 @uIdSHITH W BLSTIPLD H6vfld Hesflwimis HjemLou]id.

FBIS STVHPD QUTLPHS LHHET HBISEHSGTW @MUl Bisaflsy @Gupeurs L L oTs
QUTIPHSUTHET. 6TTGou jeuiaHafledr BHLBTUPLD (LY BHLOTLOTHHEHTET HHLOUJLD. LOGITEI T %M
sTerd  OFsvgd allpedlCur = $55CrT FHoofl BLTD OFiIuTTSHET. YTTL % LI6ILIT(H6T
wriletdlp vulledrm e UTLV&Hefls G BLoThSmaTCW LTIGs QUEISSTDGI. FBIS
Qevsslwmisefle) STERTUILHLLD BLATD GT6W6U, GINTHIENS, 6CleuPlimL 60 6T  CLpsITH 6T
uGSwWTHECa @) (HdbGW. @)BlV, Greweu eTeiTLg) 6TPeUGTT 6TRTLETT 6LV peTLISlTLOGTT
o 1g Pl Bl

BHIWTBIENS 6TGTLIG| CILISHTHST ) (HID BHLGTLD. CleuPlWITL 60 6JHTeUG| LIWIGT &([HH Gausvenssr
Ceuplwm_ev CFiisugy) @)eubleuplirL_sdlev GClLewTsEHLD QY HH6L 2 _ewr(h). @)6vf] FBi%h @)V W GG 6T
LI5S D GRTL_TevT FTET M HED 6T FBIS B)sv& &l BISETTEIT USGILILITL 19 6D|LD
6T (h50HTemsm uile|b & mevsrGLITLD.

BTG FndFl

QeupPlulledT  HTTEWTOTE  FRISHTV  EHEHET  (GTemed  lqujsiTaresri. (G)HemedrLl
uglHMILILIGSSET BTSTHTID LigHlsD,

'Qeussry] wirigw CsriySCsHmer Lemas
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TPy OB w S Cepwi Hsevdbg' (ug.40:12-13)
6TeNILD 91356 GHUILILN R STD6OT.
@M ehFBlevd: @B Temel
@MIEhdF] BleUID 6T6ITLIZH LMD BlEVLD. JIDLOMEY BleVdH G eUTLD LodHH6T @Mmeui sTesrliLI(Reui.

GDlepFAPlev 2 ALCUTHeT LewTidFujid BT BIOSHUPD Y &HLD. YHBIVSSHIMUTLD LDGHHET plq Ul
GTeW6 6TeuT,
'‘Coumiena erMim Greweuud HesrGL " (BmH. 276 : 10)
STSSTI JbHMlewewru] (b,
'@Temeu HLE@NWITLD QLT & TeDeuw|6r
Q& meRT(® BlewsvLiLiTigds Hmevr (%60, 39: 28-29)
6T6dTM)| &6013 0615 Memasu|Ld
'sTiweVT &HWlehdF GFlgd SLLbLiledr
Firdl@g CpHGCau Cuenfls sepe LiLllemeswruy,
2 weaTmICsTmID Bletm @reveu’ (wgiemr.613-615)
6T6ITM)| LOGIWTd HTEHFULD, & Teweu L L dFlewest AmLiLidgeremeot.
PV VG, &I (3T D6
PEVEMVS BleweWTUNGVILD LOGHET &HTEM6U QY Lg U6TETETT. (LPeVeW6V BleVID HTL (HBleVLT & LD.
@)ki@ euTLd wEHeT Coul (Heui Qpeum. HbBleV LOEHET QYlq Ul & TeN6UHILI,
'"LisisTemTen LD ()61 T GHremeuujsit (569.102: 35)
'‘@remeu @ wimid el umg' (560.103:75)
6T6eiTm)| 60150615 TEmSH WD, GTewauenwid ApLiLilggisTergi.
LO(HBBIEVI @ T6m6u
L(hBd SHeHewT UIIs) PG LGS @)bBleVdbd] LoEH6T 2 LpauTdhelr. (3)eurEer 9yl i &Teneu
6T,
'@SmIDLIEL wTenTid Greney Suihd' (ug).73 :4-7)
6Tt LISIHMILILIGSILD,
CBUIHED [Bl6vds @ TeWeu
'‘EumiigeL g w Quminum waefli
GLiswL Cleuswnrioented Greneu slmre 1b' (g9mki.181: 2-3)
STETDI 221 GMIBTMILD,
'ClETeuTL 60 () (HLOERTEV (& T6m6 (Lpew6uT 6T
GleusssrL_swevLt Ljewori] QuwiGT®H Bptq' (951b.20:7-8)
6T T M| SHBTMTMID FAMLiLdGSEleTmevt.
LITen6V BleVds @ Temeu
'@evry susvailed CaTHCHTESE DL _6ui
LSVT |6V emBIIT LLFT Tl

RITY 2 (HL B &GOS GHrrelevr®
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LOTTS|Eh FMTT LD[HBISIEV GTBIEGLD

CFbBISL wremer CoumisL L' (9%10.265:17-21)
STET M S| SBTEYTMILD,

CHTFI gl @& TeM6U 6T6UT,

"1 GTeneud G remerd srmiGhal (L4mib.369:9)
6T6ITM) LMBTENTMILD 6)il6ds & dsl6dTm 6vT.
SIHTHBINEHS FnbFH]

"waeflt $LF@Q)w giewrhiends wrepid' (@m.31:2)
6TeTMI GHMIb OIS TEMSHU|LD,

'@ swewt Gwred @)D FHiewTBIENS Fill

Uewsssruyuid stiphpTL " (Lgiemr.26-27)
6T6ITM)| LOGI6WT & T EhF LD,

'BeNTBIOIBT6T HHMEIOT(H WEHLIERTTHST(HILD

SITHBIHSWILD LSLD GBI HeweuBuLmsd' (Qumid.234-235)
eteTm  CupbuTeRTTHMILILDL WD allaTéGHlermer. Gugid, glewihiens YL VGl  sp(H
allPTaITEHF FBI%H HTVSHI6V Ol TERTL MTIg U|sTaTaTT. (3,

‘aflpanui gewrhiens sepe s GlFsvev' (bmH.50:3)

STSSTI JbHMlewewru] LD,

'pey @D glemThINd GTkIE L allpallsr (9%0.336:16)
6T6ITM)| |HBTEYTMILD FI60TBIEHHEWWIF FML1LN & 6T M 60T
Qeupwimt’ &

QeuPlwTHSH6L 6T6TLGI LDSSlewewt wHMILD bbdlewent sTeqild @)k Slewewrullepid
BewL_Gumb. ymsHlenentulley Gleumm) Ceusnry GlaTmmensuuileit wpesr efgiassr GeumlwmBssiib,
IBHBlemenTuilsy Hewsvalluilsst Hsvid &HGl GleuBlwTHBHILD 2 T (H.
ymsglemewt Qeuplwir’ enL_g Glgrsvsriiilui.

'‘Qeuplwm] AmiLiler Gleusveumis Geusvesr

Qeuplwr’_ B wihs HTHHEHLD' (CHTev.1006)
6T6TMILD.
9| BHBlement GleumlwimL_snsv.

'‘Qeupdlwrl_(h @)L_&g1 ClaumailsT seasray)b' (QgTev.1057)
6TETM)ILD.

‘s 196911 HLphiSlen|d Gleumlsterr @) meupn' (Gsred.1061)
6T TMILD JnMWUsiTOT ).

UmSSlement Gleumiim_enevd Fmids (9)6Vd a5 W BILHsIT,

'srey Care @)ewds Gleuml i sussslesr (4mib.366:22)
6T6TMILD.

'ausVBevrest sms@wr Gleumlssers sHLIL' (Loglewr.284)
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6TETMILD,

'@)meurt sursrdlall eyHLilesT LpemsV

CFMICEsTesTL GLosLeueinT(h) GlFeTm) LITlg Suwm

CeumG\s TessTL_T6IT TGS susist(h)' (Lifl.9:42-44)
6TETMILD Fn M) GBTMEIT.

IBHBlement Ceuplwir L gFHev L sui wl Hwery waseflHd Ceuplwrl L gdlenesrd
CFUIGIGTOTETT 6TEHTM]| FBIL (9)VEHEWIBISH6T FTETMIHENETS B (63T 6IT.

'"BLopm Sy CHrdd 9jesTemevT

Geusvm MbgmTer oy ulleit 9j6uGeausvssT

euplsiop BrTLer Casevrewio omMluwyCromr' (gombi1.241:1-4)
6T6TMILD,

'sleueri FAsvibLiledt &L_6ysir GLievvf]

Blwr Geusvesr Gleum! e165rd Fmmid' (20mb1.243:1-2)
6TETMID,

'Geusvedt Lswestbg Gleuplwwi sHemh Glsrmid

QFbamev eursTGlLrt FMl wesrew' (Hmy. 53:3-4)
6TETMID,

S| ST [5.5]

STTBMIBI &L (DLN6ST HevoTenvt] Fplq

Geusvesr GouersrL_ Gleumloemest 6ubEH Tl

HL_asT Y ullenid %

wLsweu etedrm surflw pH8s' (pM.34:7-11)
6TETMID.

'CbBeusit GLiswTd BHewull@euer @)eusireTesr

WpHIuTILT GLIENTIY T |FIeuTlil Fon D

HOTLD h63T(F (3)WSHHI5 BHevuTewst] @l Lg

auesTha T Fevblt uTigls Led G&THSHS5!

2 (heud CFBHBlewert & HSwTH ST ul

YOHSTOMIL LHSS 2 K% BOBTET (9sn.22:6-11)
6T6TMILD,

' () Q\ET6IT B)6ITevTWID HDBIHE BT 3OS

9 L_69f] QuITHDH HHTOILI(HLD Lih T

CeueTGUITL HLbELTH Gy @)sorF i

agHewLo Lirentl @) @)dbends GlLwymd

ClFsLau6T GILIHLGILIWIT 675%] Geausvetr

Gleum! S eflwerserd GQurpHu’ (a510.98:14-19)
6TedTMILD, QL _6ui ylqur CleuPlwimi’ 1q ewevrds &L (HledTmevt.

Cuentigi yw GeupPlwr yenestsd Fmis @evsslwBisefls) sTewT  @)weSlTDS.
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Ceuplwm’ g ewerd GlFiiujb GlLIST HILOSHST 6THTMI HWLPHHLILIL L _T6iT. Clguleud @)ausTifg 7m

Qeuplwrl L GFlewerrd GFiujd  eTedrLg  @evbSlwmiseafled  gmpliLil (hsrerg). Ceumlwm@ib

CueTsHemers Henfldhasrtl, FTedlesf], Cheurmi iy eTedTm LIV GlLIWITHETD WIS @D UPHHLD FBI%

HTOVEH Q)b QUbSISTENS).

PTGl 2 T 106He»Eh (o6

Qeumluymi susriiesr CeuigimHm BEHBIGW' (@m.105:3-4)
6TETMILD,

'oeflgImba 9 HLssTELTe' (&m).370:14-15)
6TETMILD,

'@ wiedleaTsiT speVSE V6T 2y (HILOL LD 6T

Ceuplyym BILdsp CGurew' (Lg.51: 10-11)
6TETMID,

'Qeum Q& meir Lireweuuilsy QuTedhs' (s0.370:14)
6T6TMILD,
'‘CQumbBsmeir Fredlest) B’ (Logiemr.610)

6TETMILD FTOTMIHEDOTEF FBId @)6VdHH WIBIGET &TL_Lg U|6TET6T.

GIewal, FHlewThiend, GleuPliurL v CUTETD. L&HHET UPHGHHMeTSH SHipallul L' L BISHeT

W Qb ey, 'CBUIeUBISET DYlqul L OTHIGET 6760 Fl6V BL OTBIGENONTF FBId (B)6Vd:d5 W BISH6T

6T(h% %) GTHSSTH6ET. emea,

'@L_suev GLauev Csmeusy smreusv' (Lifl.3:83)
6TITMI SI(HLOTED DYlq Ul &L Tn SFHleWedTU|LD,

'usVBevrest emB@)ur surfleueriiy 2 Hm

9J6Le0IT LiTemeu gy (Heuswriiny sy’ (4ymin.33:16-17)
6T6ITM)| S(HLOTEV By lq W SjeV6OWId Fn G BleW6OTILD,

'uBusmm LV @uibLilt L2 (Heutd ClLwTegIN @)

Q&TH Cariiy SHBISTE' (560 HL_6y6iT: 5-6)
6TETMLD.

"LOEWTL_LOT LI6V HL_[hg! LOKIeWEBUIT6V b M 6wst] bk

UTeSTL T hISL 9 (HBISTe' (%60, sL_ayelr : 8-9)

sTehTMILD,

'CEBTemeL 2_(Lpeweus CHTeVemFR)d ClEHTTEMDSSTT FreusLL| Hl6sTd

SV I mIsNHE C1EHTeT(®H 15 SLTEVD Y (HmISHTeL' (H60).sLayer : 11-12)

6TETMILD,

'STLLOTThg! Splq L _6vedt (LF).aL6y6ir4)

etedTmid HAeuGlphomsdT iqur GBTHOSHTL g, LTERTLJFBISLD, SUTVD, 291G  Tn GdIHeDETF
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FBIS STV &HH6T YL 6060 AMHBH (HHSOTT. Lauems BleVSBleNISHGHD H6vfls Hevfl LiswTamILD
LUeDDU|LD FnSHHID B)(HbHSH6vT. LoedTesTentlL 1D Gl (mHsiT Geuetnriquld @)ewmeussili b j(HeiT Geuewdsriqu|Ld
FnBBIB6T BHPSSLILILL T, Inddlewet QB YL eui wHMID wEHeflT H6r HHL D Heur.
Gumrisser CeupPlassTsayd GlaTHmewsu (et afrisst YuuwCsTH Geupm Glumm LeTenib
CarHmemear 1psiT Y HID. upsHaHLD 2 (), JsuauTn HBV Gleuplwirl (B ereriL(B)ID. wHeflT
Ceuplwmguwigd 2 ar@h). OCeuplwur®d wasefli  GCxpeugmiiy Fredlefl 9 @Hwser sTedTm)
SewYssliul Leri. Qeuplwur® sersems Curfl grelun @me OCasrawr® 6geflsgaiid
2 _(HUTHGUT. W&HHET WHIPFAGEHETHEOD CuTipsl CUTEHEIMSHTHD |l UETETETI.
LT TeRTBIS 6T dn LD F)(HLOTEV FleuedT 6TenILD (B)ewMeuTH6T YL L GFlewedT|Ld Lo E6T M HS) (hHBHETIT.
ST BTy SUPHS5H M5 UbSMeTHs CHTFIHEHLD QY TWTHEHLD TndSHTIqU|6TOTEITIT.
GIMeUE Fndend 6UGlUT(H BleVSSVID GCILIBTHEHLD HEDTHEBHLD Fnly DLg6edTT. L& T L (HILD
YOI Fn GGl HIVTBINHS FndhSTEHLD. FUPSTWSSV g Blewsy, B)ewL_FBlewevsd HL_(hHerTlsv eumrpLd
& &6 L (HLoeTy] CLosVBlemsvserlsy eumpd TrFwi(HLd gndFlenest gy Hloul. dnbsT(HLD & MLOS EHLD
GDaUHLD, endHeflearTsy susbevLId CFWD aipedlyd sBisefler QL iE@E eHmTH Gumsy
RUUHST 6FUIF OCEHTETOUIT. TndIWAT BIGLPSGSHID EHEHHGHDH HEWEVEUST 676N 6p(HEUSIT
@ pliurer. Bl UGHHefled g bFlewer BlapsHusHesaT GenL s6r 2 @k (G)susurm)
uhHLID @evdsdlwnbisaflsy BTl quwid UHMIW FTTETLOTET &MILILSH6T &mTewTiiL(BEmeur.
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