&LO1LpL6sTID FFeUCHES SO L ll6 @SLp ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online)

A monthly peer-reviewed online multi-disciplinary Tamil jourral

j? @ Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies

o P

Volume 1, No. 05 | February 2025

The Independent Voices of Buddhist Nuns
Dr.P.Gomathi*, Dr.G.Padmapriya2, Dr.V.C.Srinivasan 3

1. Head & Associate Prof & Head, Nandha Arts and Science College, Erode-638052.
2. Asso.Prof in Tamil, Nandha Arts and Science College, Erode-638052.
3. Asst.Prof in Tamil & A.O, Nandha Arts and Science College, Erode-638052.

ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

The contribution of women to the Buddhist Sangha marks a Received : 20 Jan 2025
significant turning point in religious and social history. The Sangha  Revised :30Jan 2025
women, or Bhikkhunis, challenged traditional gender biases by Accepted : 01 Feb 2025
demanding freedom and equa_lity in their spiritual journeys. This KEYWORDS
research article explores the independent voices of these Sangha Buddhist, Bhikkhunis,
women, discussing their contributions and the challenges they faced.  sangha marks, Nuns,
Through their intellectual and spiritual achievements, Sangha \Women

women gained respect within the Sangha. The Therigatha, a

collection of verses, reflects the spiritual experiences of the

Bhikkhunis. These verses highlight the inner freedom of women and

their contributions to society. Sangha women faced many challenges

in achieving their independence. Despite traditional gender

discrimination and social opposition, they raised their voices. This

struggle continues in modern-day efforts to revive the Bhikkhuni

lineage. In today's Buddhist communities, the contribution of Sangha

women is gaining importance. Global efforts for gender equality and

social justice further amplify the independent voices of Bhikkhunis.

These efforts have the potential to adapt Buddhism to the needs of

modern society. The independent voices of Sangha women are a

crucial chapter in the history of Buddhism. Their contributions and

struggles have paved the way for spiritual equality and social justice.

This study provides a foundation for understanding the freedom of

Sangha women and continuing the campaign for gender equality.
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QUETHS FHIHEH 6V GLIETSH6T 6T LIMIG6TILIL 10g LDMHMILD Feng eugeummmley 6@
(PSR WILDTET HIHLILILNEMETWMGWD. FRISGL QLIGTITS6T, 6vevdl L& @& e600f186T, &HIgseT
eTH&HL  LWTEH6) &HESEHHISHMGULD FHSUGMSW LD CHMFIWSGET epeuld
urywuflw umedler UTGUITHSGemeT Feaumey el L. @bS 3Ules &L (Hen), FmisL
QuetoTSEfl6dT FHHHTEH GIVHET SUTTUIHS, SeuFsHerfler UmisefllIL&eT mmid
FaumeusemerLl Limm eleumH &R S

FHIGL QLETHET SHIG6T lalmMmey MM eToldh FTSemneardsertler epneuld
FRIGST 60 IDHLImLILI QUDHMeTT. CHIfl&BMST 6Temild LIMTL 686, L& @& evof] gerfler o 6oTLol &
SlsmiLeuBIgGe6TL LM LTS LS &SR 6Tmerr. @ emel G LITSH6r 6T 2 6T &8 HF) I8 eS| LD,
FeNSHESTV Ialiserfler LmGsefllemuud ebh&HSIGHHTLHSTMET. FRIGHL 6LIEOTS 6T
SHIGET FHHHTHMSL QLM LIV FaUMTELHEM6T 6THTQ&MevorL6or. LIMFURlul Lmedleor
UTGSUTHI&HET WHMID Fepd THFTLILGHT @HSCUTHID, SeUTEHET SHHIG6T (& T606V
o WFsHery. @bsLl GUTETLLL Bmefeor &meusHev Lls@Gemll  UFbUemTenwl
SLQLB &G WMHH &Herflev QsTLISHMS!.

@) 6TEmnMU QLTSS &FeLNEsMiGH6rT16V, FMmiss L1 GlLI6voTa6r 60T LmigserflliL] (n&HuSSIe0n
QUMIGBMSI. LUMdleT FNGSIQID WMOMID Fepg BHESHTT 2 euseaTTallll (WPWMHF ST,
L9 & & 600l G667 &S HHTEH & TevdHemneT CaD LIVILBSSHR6Tmer. @bH& (W MHEF &6t
QUeTES WGHMS Heler FepHEH0T CHMal&HEHHEG gL WMMHMID  Hmeners
Q &5 m600T (H 6ITEITE0T. &F MG L1 G\ LI600TS: 611607 & &HHH J& & TV ET GLIGTS S 0SS 60T 6UFeVTH 6L
@0 WHHWITT  SHWUTWTGL. Jeursefler  umseflligser  mmin
GUTI ML LMIS6T, 9L6TLA& FLNGSIQILD IDMHMID FeLnd [H5) & & 60T LIS emUL 6 S SI6TeIT6oT.
@Qbs SUle), FmsGL QU &ESBHTSMSL LFlhIe&meTasmE&W0, Limedleor
FESSH D&M NIFFMTIHamss QSTLIUSHGD RO S4S5SH6TH0S5 ULNHBIGH DS

1. eugeummmiLl L9 edreorevor]

LSSFeT eueT LIS STulmer s&TUTUS CHTalulledr WM GlLI6uoTE: 6T
FHIGSH 6 CFFHELILILLTT. @8 @@ LTLF&T ImTHmInTs: @ (BhHSS!, g6lerefley 2ibhs
HTVSH6V QO LIGTOTE M6 &60f15 S 6m6aUsaLILIL LY (BHIHSET. INSTURTUS CHmailuller @\bhs
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WWWOHR WMV, LN 8560011856 (QLI6IT&H6T) LSS BCTHHT FeirsiH 60 @ LD QLIMMETT. 33!
HEOTENLD &HEMDWITH @) (BIHS TN, @FH6L Flev Fa(hH6L NF 6T NEH &8 LILILL 60T, j6mel
SLLOWT ereorm GQuUWflev MlwiLGSeTmer. @ 6mel  L18@H600r & EH&H s mer LS W
B HETTE 36MLDHS60T, CLOaILD LIMedlerT FInSGSEasGens &L hILLBGSSH6USTSH @) (HIHS60T.

QhS S &6, QLETHEHE G @LUBSLILIL (HeTer AH LG He6rfler euldlas L (Hged eor
GLD @\ BHHSMTEVILD, ©)60TERI LD G)LIGTOTSH 6T & MIG6IT 2,60TLA &5 LI LILLIGo0TE B 6L (LD 6T 6T ml6uT. @) 6v,
LN & @G eoof| &6 eTldlds (nemmaemen Senl LLN958, Slulmerd wmmild GLoestennullesr
eLNEVID FENSGSTHIL SHIGET @LSHMS 2. MG QFUISETT. Flev alH 6T LI6V6a6nd UL TeoT
GJLOMBIGHE06T 2_(HEUTEHS 60T T, QLIETEH6T F1HFH L WS QSTLIHS! (W MHEF &HH60T.
@bs LIHFWrs, USSTHeflear UGS Fepnd SFHSe0n60sHeT, GLIHEDHEG L6085
(WDETGETMMLD LDMHMILD FeLpGHallulel &HHFTLD 61LDHIGH) 6.

2. FISL QLIevorsserfleor Limi g erflLiL] &6t

LN 8 @& 60011 &6, 2|6V6VGI FMHIGL QLIGIOTSHET, SHBIGHET MEUTMMEY MHMID 6oTLo8
FMTHM60TEHET60T eLN6VID QLTSS FRIGHEH L WFLIL| MM WFflwmangemnulll QUMHMeTH.
Slaursefler UmIGTILIL&GET QUaTSES WHSH6r alemf&FHulled 6@  (WN&HSUILDT6OT
QLS5 LNgsaiererer. CoIleaMaT aed UMTLV&6T, LG @Genll&serflear oueridlss
IsviLiaumigGemeTLl LM LNTS)LIed &6 6T meor. @)emeu QLIGooTSH6NT 60T 2 6T &&H5) I8 605U LD,
FeLN& ST 6V I eUFaerleor LimigerlemLwLd eT() & S8 8L (h 8 60T meoT.

Caflamgmailley 2 6Tem LMLeV&H6T L& @ 600f1&H6rleor SeofllILIL L LIUI6ooT IS 6emerTL]
UMM SemISHeTmer. JeufsHerlear SellengdseT SeTu, Hwmsh wohmn alh&emev
S WeumenmLl LMl 2_600T60)LO LI T60T 856001 & (& 8> 6M6IT QULDTI (G5 60T M 60T
THSHSGHSTLLTH, Flev LUML6V&6T GO UL Lemeoor L &semeSlmhg ellQUL (R uerdlas
QG emevemll L BFHMSL LUHN CUSHHTMET. IMmenel HeTLSMNSSH 55 TevoTL

T emWLIS SevoTL_MlULD Sjeursseflet GUTTITL L MBIgemer adleurf]8 5 6ot meor.

NG @Geoof|&H6T  SHIGET eTlld ILaIBIGmeT L (HINEVVITINN, QLTSS
GUTHMETHEHHEG aliseflear Uflsemeuwd USRTHS G &HTeoTL 60T, 6UFaH6reor
&HeNlem & 86T Q' LI6voTSs 61l 60T M6 &) m 6ot DM MILD 216011015 &) (D 60185 60) 61T
T SSGHETLHROTMeT, @& UM SFINSSHUSHMETET  UNIITET  aUMTHENS
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QIBIGHMG. GLaILD, L& & 60ll56T FR&HEH 60 @@ FCHMTEISHSIOIEMES 2 (H6UTESH 6.
UTSH6T  @RMBMHSEOSTMHIT SUSHTUTEH @UHSHETT, @6 L1660 &H6EnsHE
abl&TLIgeTT IMHMID @@ FN&HLIOTS IeTIFRWMLHSETT. @h& Mmienn oMM
RS5SIMPLIL | aITGH6T 6T Fendg:SH60 6(h (D& UILDITET LIGIeNS & 2 salluigl.

FHIGL QuUegefler UmSefllIL&HeT QUaTHES WSSH6T euFeummmley @
WERWDTT @LEGMSGL LIS SI6Temer. SeUTHETIeT GIeV&H6T DMMID  FTS 6060 6T
6T FINGGaID IDHMID Fend BHEGHTET LISl 6@ 5 SI6TemeT, @& @)eTmild
QEHTLIRMSI.

3. &5HHISHMETET CUITFTLLLD

FRIGL  QUEOTHET SRS &GSHHTHMSL QUM LV  FeUTeusHemeT
THTQ&MevorLeory. UMyUflw  Umeder UMGUTHSET WMHMID  Fepsd  THILILS6T
@OGHSCUTHYID, SUTHET HEGET GJene 2 WISHer]. LHSHler &mugHev,
&TUTUS Cahmailullesr el MW mHEIUITeL QLIS 6T FhisEHH 60 CFIEELILIL TN,

SMHLLOWT S &6 GUmeTm SLHILILTH&HET eUT&H6rT 6 &5 hHHTEHnS &L (KLLMD &5 60T

@muliseiln, eGeolser Shiser operdlsll  UweorsHey el mupwmEu]Leor
WeTGerileory. auismemT Coiflansmalley HmEET SeILaBIGmETL UHe| QFulsl,
SIOTLIRIG606TS &mevor L. ell(H&Hemev 6L HSHengLI LMWL LIT6TH. @& 3|6UJ&H6rt1eor 2 6T
FHHB TS UL, FeLNG:S5H 60 | aUTaHerler Limisefllienuub eT(h&SH&HETLHISR M.

Befeor  HMuEHV, Lls@Genl urbuemgenw WLOLG&GWL  WuwWhHH &6
Q& TLI & 6TMmeDT. Flev QU5 FeLNGMBIG 6T L9185 & 6001 LT LDLIED 6oL
JOHMIGQSHTOOTLMTIN, WMmened @6rsmlld  aHFLienusds STLOSeaTmer. @bl
GUMIMLLLD LUmedlerr Flng il IDMMID 36T & 6Nl (H&HEMeVESHTET 62(H G\ &ITL[TEG WITeoT
LIW6ooTIOM@GLD. MRS QLetorgerfledr CUMTIMLLLID @e6Tmild QSTLIHMmS!, Sjeurserler
QLM LDMHMILD FMTHEM6OTSH6T LIMedleT FINGEIaID IDMHMID Fend HH &S TeT LTS 6n Wl
UGS Sl6TemeT. @bBSL CUTITLLID QUETEHES WSSHT (NEHEHWLDTET BISGIOMTHS
QBMLIHS eGSR M.

4. BeSeuT GLP6Sl6L FMIG LI G\LIGUOTS: 6T
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@eTemmW  QUETEHES FepsmisGafley FmsL  Quetosetler umiseflll s
WEHERWSSH D QUMBRMSE. QUTSS FUNSTWSH60, LI BIHMTeoor(h&HEHa&HE (LNEeTL]
L& @& eoof & 6h8 & @ LD Q&THSSLILLIHBHSTVIN, SHTVD Kl 685 LNnG 3jeurserler
umiseflliL, UTLSsrnns euearibgerens. @LICLTS, Lmedler FnSSalld LDMHMID Fens
BHGHTar 2 eusarmellll WWWMHRS&H6T LG @G &Hefer &&HHIsH Greugsemer Gaild
LIVLILI(h & &1 5 60T M6EDT. Q\LIGI0TE: @58 & &FL0SSIQILNTEOT UTUILIL&HEM6T GULOMBIE 66T eLO6ULD,

QUETS S FenG LD 560T L,60TLIAG QUTLDenG ML 2T & fl&HE 6TM .

FRIGL QuUettT&erfler LmigGefllL QUeTEsS FUSTULSH ) @ermild 2 eoryLiLL ()
AUMHRMS. GUITHET eTlles FHWTES eUemIhSIeUIBLD  SHSTHIS [HleM6eVE:en6rT
aalILBG &SI euemssuilev, L8 @ 600l186T HBIGHET (LNeTCaTMHMEH S &ITL(HF6TM6oTT. @),
FUPSTWSEHO LT FOSSIUGMS Sl 2 FaHBma. L& EGeol1s56T SHhigGerT
TN &GS HmeTsmemeT, Mleluey FTiHES WWMHF&H6T, QLTSS alldlGerfler LIFLiLgHe6)
LMHMID  Fepd  GUUTLIEMESTr  QFwWeLTH&efler  epelld  FINSESH0 @

D _600TEMLOWIITEOT LOMMHME6MS _(TH6UTE S G 60TM60T ).

2 euaermallw eoflg 2 flemd MM FUWSTW HH & GIevEeT, L6 Fal 19607 Hlemeveml
GLad auLILBSSIHOTMET. FUNSTWEH ) QLIGIOTH6T (LNTGTMMLD & Mes LD CLIMS,
I|QUTSH6T HHIGET eToE QILbl&HemeT aUemI&HS!, LIM Felng 6mLIL|SEBL 60T ©)6M600T HS
SHIG6TeT QUBHMENU FTOTMISGTTEH STLOHSMTIH6T. @&6&5HmM&EW  LDMHMKISEHET,
QUeTES WSHMS Heler FepsHEFH0T CHMeaI&HEHHEG gL WMMHMID  Hmeneors
Q@ & mevoT (H 6IT6ITEDT, GLosvild QLI6OOTSH 655 & 2 flemnsser LDMMILD FHHSH LD

15\ 51185 60T M 60T

@QbS amHUI, FHIGL QLETHT BHaler @G HeTeHETar @)L S5Hens
S|MLIHSI6TET6OT LOMMID FUNSTULSH 6V N6 (NS LIBIG6TILILS&emerdF Qauiu]n el

(LPEMEOTH G G F6LE06T 6T .

5. L eyemy

FHIGL QUETHETOT FEHIHTE GHTVE6T QLTSS WSSHET aUFeummmley (b
(WERWIDTOT ASH TG, N6 G600 Herfler 6Tl FIEHen6ardHeT, FenssH 60
QUMM QIHLD @)L LD, LDMMILD QILIEOTSH6T GMHS LT F&HT 2650IE (DM EH6T 36060T&H S0,
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QUETES FUNSTWSH6L [V LDMMMBISGEN6ET 2 (HEUTHH6TENS. D 6UFSH6reor
umIsefllIL&GeT wmmitb CUITTTLLBIGET, LUMedler Flnggieln MmN Feng H5 & meor
LITenGHeml aU@GSSleTemeor. L& @600l 56T, SmisGeT emilell LweorsHe) (LneirGeorml,
26TNE aMp&HEmsuls) UHW alfl:emers &ML, QUETHEHHESG QLI I6fléEGn

A& UL (LNEGIW LIBISETLIL&H6m6Td Q&S e6r.

@b U6, FHIGL QLETEHET 6T &EHHTHmSLI LflHSIQ 8 TeTeus &S0, Limedeor
FS SIS D&M LNTEFFTISMSS QSTLIMUSHGD R HQSS56THMS PBIGHRMSI.
FRIGL QLIeIT&H6T6T aIMpHeme IMmMID QFWMUTHIS&ET, @6Tm BT CUIW Lmedleor
FLOS S IDMHMILD Felnd B &8 meor ellaUMSMISEH &G 319 LILIENLWITE 2_6TeNSl. 3|6UFSH 6T
FUPSTWSH O @LLID QUMIAIS, QLIeTSH6 6 AFETTHMS 2 WTSSIeUS, DMHMID FeNg
LDTMHMSHMS 2_(HEUTEHG IS FIem6l LD (LN6eTG6TMHMLD LDMMILD LITT606US606IT {60
2 56 |HOTMET. @ &HETMTVSETET, FhIGL QuetTserfler LmGseTllIL&HeT @eTenmmul Heleor
2 R NGHS WEHER WSS UTUIHHM6I. @66, QLTSS LG5S 60T aUFeLTMMIeL 62(H
DG G LNMS, QLIGIOTHET60T Feng Blemevemul CLLLUMSSIUSMSETer CUMTTTLLSemSU|LD,

FUSTW WeTCaTMMEH MG Ul aUEG LM U|D 2 MIF C1& 15 6dTmeoT.

&ML &6iT:
G flamaT: L9165 @; 6001 &He6rfledr LITL608s6IT.
L9186 & 600f] LIFLDLI6m TUIl60T eUTeumml.

w o

LImedleoT FLoGS&ialD LDMHMID QLTSS 0GLD.

Qb UIesE ST, FRIGL QLSO &HHHTH &Ieusemerll LMl e
(DWEWITET LTTemnalenll QIPBIGHRMS, SeuiskHerflear egeummm Wwmmin befer

LIMI G615 606 6emLDWILDTE & 6\ & mevor(h).
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