A

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies .-, ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

Volume 7, Issue 05 (May-2026) <R _
www.tamilmanam.in ! DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07052026

SLODLO6ILD FTUCHEFS SLOILD QU IONSLD
Q Peer-Reviewed | @ Open Access | @ Crossref DOl & Global
Indexing | [ll Google Scholar Impact Factor | ¢ Multidisciplinary

Article DOLI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm07042026.24

Occupations, Rituals, and Socio-Economic Life of the Kuravar
Community in the Novel Salavan: An Ethnographic Study

S. Kowsalya®®?, Dr. A. Kavitharani®?,

1Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Language, Culture, and Society, Faculty of Science and
Humanities, SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Ramapuram, Chennai - 89.

ZResearch guide, Assistant Professor, Department of Language, Culture, and Society,

Faculty of Science and Humanities, SRM Institute of Science and Technology,

Ramapuram, Chennai - 89. Email: kavitha5@srmist.edu.in

*Correspondence: ks3875@srmist.edu.in, Tel: 8825885440

Article Info
Received on 20-April-2026, Revised on 22-April-2026, Accepted on 25-April-2026, Published on 01-May-2026

ABSTRACT

Using the novel Salavan written by author Pandiakkannan as its primary source, this article extensively
examines the lifestyle of the Kuravar community, one of the marginalized societies of Tamil Nadu. The work
meticulously records the history of how their traditional occupation of hunting transformed over time into pig
rearing and sanitation work.

As part of the study, the types of pig breeds described in the novel Salavan, the challenges in pig farming, and
the life-threatening risks involved in manual scavenging (cleaning cesspools) are analyzed from a sociological
perspective. Furthermore, cultural elements such as puberty rituals, marriage ceremonies, and funeral rites are

explained in comparison with the traditions of other tribal groups.

The article also discusses in detail the community's language, Vagribooli, their historical background, the
impact of the British-era 'Criminal Tribes Act', and the significance of their recent inclusion (2022) in the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) list. This study confirms how Pandiakkannan’s work serves not merely as a novel, but as
'Doco-fiction' documenting the existence of a community.

KEYWORDS: Salavan, Kuravar Community, Pandiakkannan, Pig Rearing, Sanitation Work,
Rituals, Marginalized Literature, Scheduled Tribes (ST), Vagribooli, Criminal Tribes Act.
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LOMILD FPpH-ClUTHATTSTY auTipailwied: @i @ areusmrailws) Jyuia]
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FUPSTWILD — GlswM, YPlallwed whHmIb weaflsGhwalluisy Ljevib, sTel. i .6TiD Y Plailiisy LHmILD
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1. 9pura)s smeaid (Abstract)
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CaulewLwr(hBev, HTeV LIHMSSOTTL LSTY  eueTiliLTHeyd, FHYTeyd ClsTilevrse|d
2 _(HLTHDOLD YeWL_HG uTeOTHe»D B)ILIHL_LIL] BISNISSHLTSHL LUSey GFiigisrerg.! 9 uialsr spm
UGSWTsE, FeoeureT Lslarssley alleuflssiiul Herer sty @erBiseflar euenasssr, LsTH
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3. peTsmIm T
S0P @evsElw aureurHMley Fmigb STV ST (H FWETVD euewy LVGsuml BlevriurliLseflsy
QUTIPLD & SHefler sauripaiwisy Lgleyser GGTL Thgl BlHDHEH eumeBlsTmer. GOlliurs, Gplepd
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6.1 usrn) suaritiyg CHTifledlsv 2 siTam FldaH6va6iT

GDAUT FeLpBHEHHleV LIS 6TTLIG| j6uiaHefledt eurpdhensuiler o enflGourmad &mBLLBF MBI, Lsv
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