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ABSTRACT

In the Tamil classical literary tradition, particularly within Sangam literature, the social structure of the heroine
(thalaivi) against the backdrop of Akam (interior/love) conventions serves as the pivot for individual morality,
household management, and cultural values. Although ancient Tamil society divided the landscape into five
thinais (physiographic eco-zones) and structured a lifestyle in harmony with nature, a woman's personality
and agency within the institution of the family were meticulously defined.

This paper investigates the social role of the heroine through the framework of the grammatical rules found in
the Kalaviyal (the grammar of clandestine love) and Karpiyal (the grammar of wedded love) sections of
Tolkappiyam, supported by textual evidence from anthologies (Thogai Noolgal) such as Kuruntogai, Narrinai,
Akananuru, and Purananuru. This text extensively evaluates how a woman's place in ancient Tamil society was
constructed through her four characteristic virtues during pre-marital love (kalavu), her domestic duties in
wedded life (karpu), the psychological transitions experienced during elopement (udanpokku), the marital
discords (oodal) resulting from the hero's patronage of courtesans (parathaimai), and the virtue of hospitality
(virundhombal).

KEYWORDS: Physical state (Eco-zone), Hero (Thalaivan), Heroine (Thalaivi), Tolkappiyam,
Domestic virtue, Elopement (Udanpokku), Courtesanry (Parathaimai), Hospitality.
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BLEMSMWF Fepdsd S QLUUTHSEHSGHT weus@Gl Shmallwrseayn OlFwedul L er. OFFLD
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s QraldssTi wWHD SaEREGE SEoLLTaT SUEUUTGSmeT alfsdnTer.
BHWMVUMNTF FhHldha (PIgTH SailliLflearTsy Hewsvall 2 1 60 GlwedlHgh, GpHMuiled LFewsw Crmil
uLitépgl. @swer plurg Qupm Hrujd (BHDTYD) CFallsiub yauEnse gCGsT Fw el
Uy ggiererg) sterm s6g, Caupluri® ollpr pLisaspen Crrdin (Gp Csle)
CsrushEh sHuT® Qeiidsneari.

5.2 9|ma0CsTH BHmepId 2 1 TCLTd: @D

B)Ssmaw B)sasL L rer @Wedlsy, CaTifliimearsust sewsvalluilst TVt QUDCHT(HSGHS S&bHS
CpBlponsCarr® aGSsIwrEspTsT (SPSESTH BHDD). GO LUSIST CseTraid %HmSI
CQuUHCmri @)SslHwaTSms MGG GCurgl, Smeval gHer CuHECmmrilsT UTFSmSHU|D
BHEMEVAUSTIEHT  eTewLIU|LD  6TewTenTld  HVBIGHIDTT. @musluiley, HTHe0lL ClousLausNBTHS
Carifluilest  gewewrGur® @rCeur® Greurss SwevausL T 2 L arGurdE —blFsvew
pHu@BSIDTer. eusurm yoUuBGbCuTg, QuHEmri Yy emilalss HTedled o siter FevibLedr
spellwrerg oflige0 gGrmiGuauisemear srpliLild 6T STHVIGGHDH SO WTH L & Inl T
TaTUSNETS, euGer Ffevibewus g6t HTOlOBHHSH SPmn] eweusgialll HF CFsFEmmsr
(AsvibLy &1 CBmredryy).

5.3 sruysirargSler Caugbewarujd LITFLPLD

2 L em@uTdh@ OlFetm wasemer srewrentl BHMTW LD OCFalledluyd SewLwid Cougemesr eTeLem6V
B)veVTEHGI. VT FTHMID 2Lt GluewTseaflstt CLFenFs Cohl(h CousemarwienL Wb BHMTII, S6dT
Ww&HeT  SeiTewerd seuprsll  Yflhg  Oarew®  Gesrmyell L rGar  eterm  SHMISMTET.
9C5Cauemeruiley, LTewev Blevgglesr GlETigw Geuuiledlsd Heor a6 Herihg HLbgh CureuTGerm
STETMI U (HbF!, DjeuiassT GlFevaVIb sufluiled o _eirer sph Ammrfleir QOBTFF WTd G lgemaFullsd eumepLd
CLICNTERTTHS SHT6IT LOTM], jeUTHEHH S ail(hhHl LIsHL 55 Geuent(hLbd sTedTmI HHMTIUI ol (HLOL|eUeM S LI
Uesreuid yaspreprmmics uresv (203) u b iy sSmg :
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CQupm waeflsst Lifleursy iy sHHev, LSHefledT
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HTHWMVD 5HDHDH OLITHM6NTD FLg 56D

Orailed LOEHENET  QUSTTSHBHE, UTSHI (F)VUTLPSHEMEHF oysmrenm 321
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6. NfaNer grwrepd MBI LI LpayssEmnHLd
VUL 6T Glewewibs euripallsd GlsTumise Hloopbslmbs Curslain, tfle)n Fups pupshss
GODUTHSHEHLD Hewevalld s sesfllitil L pewmulled GlLiH CFTHMATWITS HeHLDHS60T.
6.1 sumiswouilspiib wormTsH Yeiry
seweval et Unbhs afl g0 GlFsveud GFPILILL 6T surphs CUTHeID, HewTeust sumiemouilsy
ur® Blewevullsh Y Femesr WweTpsubd THMIs CETersmrer. pHmlewents LT 60 (26) @)sewerr
allers @I mg)
"OpFpbser euewerGui... LewrL QBsVedlsiT HTil wewerT PLlwF &L T wWpupgl eTHILILG Slrbidls
QFwmiIsT WL WS LvaleT Gs BILEWTH & hgIewent 9 Hw SauCmr..." (rHMlensswr: 26).
wewsv GuTetTm CBHSHS (HLOT Fnlgi GLHLD GlFeVoUD uTIHS H6T STl 6f WL G FHIMbHII,
WP THs LT rBissT Cleuulledled &TIhgl HHGL LTHVMUSG EHL b, HWEVEUSHIL 6T a6
QUBBTET. Y SHMBU BUMETS HeWeVeUsT et ClUTHef L (B SLewodhsmrals Lilflw sTevresnilw
CurBs, jsuearg Camsirser GCledlbgl aIMETIWVSGST HPSTHT. @)SwerTs CHTL Fi19shHTL 195
semevausstlest Lilfleyd GlFsveweud, &HHSMTeir.
6.2 ugHmBHIW PURSHIPID GDIUTL (HI HesTew LoujLd
FEIS STOSHD LITSDHMID RSB0 RHMTDI THSUILILL FUps BlHDAITS @) (BbSSI-
"sHUIP LU LausT UTHmS THEID 2 sTarSETL o e srar Qurifu” (Q5Te.QuTms:
1179).
steTm OgrevsTiluapd @semer aileuflsalngl. @) @mLillanih, G)svms grileniodsE @)g1 GlLHLD
sorRsLTEGa  UTTESILL LS. Ssprarpnit  urld (116) @saemprs  staimd

2_suemLoWITeV allemdh@GHEmg
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"SeTElB T DIGLD FTHTH SjeTHDIe HleT IS HIDL JYOEGD UTiLeTe) 2my" (S HBTTHI:
116).

@migsF CemPlev Hsslw 6t euanTigeww allPalILGDETHF FohasrmisafleT quiled &HLDL|SeD6T
(DG 2 _LpeuTHafleiT 29T 2 WL _IUSHT HEMEVAUEIT 6TTM] 6uTewlldEsILBSI DG, @)LiLmL_edler
2 6iTEpHemMLI CILIT(H6IT HIL LILTETH):

* &6l Yplver WWEHGD UTSDHHE @UIL.

* BB BTOSGD WATGIHGD Fevel HBID HweVails@ RUiL.
o  Gami: semeveuaTleT GBI HHS GHMDUTL (D@, spLIL].
o UL} @)VVM QUTLPHNHS G, PLIL.

LTSS WTslw Hereflesrred CFmmlGev oLl H6iT (F)sVVM 6U6ENITIG WL, HeWeVal 6TEITEILD & (HLOH LIS
BhH Bmevaustt LG (HEGHL RPuHsd GmDUTL L @UIUTL 6 SHLWTEd FrHSIng.
®)CxsCureTm), SaBTeyTm 196-@)60 Heaflerr WWESHSHTEL 6T Coul swL_ewuwl LOMbHEHI 2 MkiELD
ureTeneTl GUTVS ST GHHUS SHLDWEDW PHS HWVAUMISHS,, IUNTSH LoeneTail
yeflliyssm @)L L Cerpewmis Hha1 Cseaflailiug CuTes semsval B)VeVmMdbendd: &TdHE M.
6.3 saumisewear wsmmd @ CosiTen Lo

SHWeVeUeT LITGHemGUllL (b GlFerm Slwoulu CuTgl, 9jeusT H6T(LTERT HTERTOML g BHDLIDHEH
HTENVTF  FHWITIOD, IHURTGHl (GDDBISeweT WTHL(pd  CFTLLTOY  FHewsvall LM G55
Qamsrdpmer. GmbESTeWS (9) @)Hewesris Lilssreuomm allerd@GSIng!

"UTFWL Blouhs HMMTSHTV GhiiHD @6l evfl(hmisL) CuiTs eV GHOSTMID SWCLPLP@ LHeTT
& 6UOTGUBTI 63T LOMEWILD H6UT6UTlH FIeWMeu6dT Gl&T(HewLd BLOLp6T Hressild sriium BwCw" (&mbolsTens:
9).

sflw sluiled Gleusitard GlLIHEGLEUTSI, LFWTEST @)WV EHS%:E GG ChredTmid ClBUILS6)
LG H6T, &HeTdhalev cppasl allemwerwir(hib waeflfler seavsemerts CGurevd &rlFlwefld @ 5evTewntlw
Bidglenmenis GETawTL. Hensvaust OFlgs CaT(hewwasener, sewsvall Limi (pssTesflemevuilsy
CFTeLVS Cleul HLILIL (D BH63TdhGH6TCaTGW LeWMEEId GC\HTeTHImTeiT.

7. ol HHCHTIDLISYILD B)6V6VM BT 6uTaHIpLD

soliaseflest LieTUTL 1960 all(HbECHTIDLIGD 6TedTLIG) Gloumid 2 6076y supBIGLD ClFWILPHD [6V6V,

915 @V suripaileit 2 _uiliGgiig 1T ELD.
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7.1 aN(pbCsmibueder usssruTL B CBTdeHLD

Flmwenrid CFlg C&TeTeuGs Lslweuisewsr o LFALLSHEGHS HlewL 55 sefl o fewowirss
smsULL LGl ‘9585 sTeId Lygieug yewerhs wriifer CumGm' ererm Ggmsvasriiilwiwpid
'L’ steieyid Clumeflsd allhhewsd GBIIIGH D).

"QwHCsTivL Govaurpa Qs almhCsrivL Gausrrama Asiish Qurmr (" (s 81).
STl aueTEheum  FFwears  CpeflauBssispri.  allmpgleri sstug 2 pellaTenrd
GPILS®, TMTES S Goeid Csly aumd (o OSAWTs Lfuaismers GplILSTELD.

7.2 Qraflepiib wevmid G)ssrpssid

allmhsleart eumLCUTEG ST YPHsmeHH FflHHs5 ST LT Yeflds wei GCures
seribgliailL_Twsv o LFfliLGg GlLewTewfler AmriLIbFLom@Lb.

"916060l60 S ulleyid eilHhGHIeuTdT 2 ubH@GHLD PeVewev &Frerm &MLiler Glevedlwer @Gmiwser..."
(B lewemr).

@rey Crrdhdle 2 _enrey Fewmwdhgitt Luflwrpluw LNt sTehFiwends HTedT 2 _adTamID euLpdHELD HLOIPL
CuessTHefledT 2 wihsg LSTUTL (B DL WTETWTGD. B)ssemsw ol (hbCHTibLy LsTCL Fhi%
@evsFlwn s @St suewy HIPF Fepsddledt Braflads S LewwlienLd STHIS BHEGHLD
SHTERTTSH QllOTBIGHeNS 2 6WTT (LPIgSDFI.
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