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ABSTRACT

The epics written in Tamil—namely Silappathikaram, Manimekalai, Kundalakesi, Valayapathi, and Seevaka
Chinthamani—are collectively known as the Aimperum Kaappiyangal (The Five Great Epics). Among these,
Silappathikaram and Manimekalai emerged during the Post-Sangam period, while the rest originated during the Chola
period. Among the epics that have appeared in Tamil, only Silappathikaram, Manimekalai, and Periyapuranam were
composed with the stories and landscapes of Tamil Nadu as their core themes. The others are adaptations or Tamil
translations of works from Sanskrit and Prakrit languages.

These books are named after specific pieces of jewelry. Silappathikaram derives from Silambu, an ornament worn on
the feet by women; it is the history born out of Kannagi's anklet. Manimekalai refers to a waist ornament worn by
women to keep their attire intact, and thus narrates the story of the woman who wore it. Kundalakesi derives from
Kundalam, a type of earring worn by women; Kundalakesi refers to a woman with beautiful hair who wore these
earrings, and the book recounts her history. Valayapathi refers to a woman adorned with bangles (Valayal), and the
book tells her story. In Seevaka Chinthamani, Chinthamani denotes a precious gem embedded in a king's crown; this
book narrates a history written by elevating Seevakan as the crowning jewel. The epics that emerged and gained fame
in this manner constitute the Five Great Epics.

This research has been undertaken with the objective of analyzing the cultural traditions of the art of painting among
the various cultural heritages featured in these works. Art inherently manifests as an expression of emotion, bringing
pleasure and happiness. In that regard, this study illuminates how closely connected the epics are with the fine arts.

KEYWORDS: Tamil Epics, Cultural Heritage, Fine Arts, History of Painting, Sangam and Chola Periods.
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Qerwslipibs STewTiiLl L TeT.

ASFTid euseL pallwi HwH M556HTIfleOTL FADLLL ST auewTHH wauss aiuis
Femevewwit Cumrisgwg Cumetmy o susuetid (spm CHTLL b)) LbySETHL @) BHSSHI 6TeTMY
e GLE MV Tn MBS

“albapsi Gummlw eflarsiSlw ensallsnerd

AeHlrs QaFuienastt uLmd Cumrid 5351Ceu

b CxrerMw 2 _sususrin”’10

(oswNCromsemev 167-169)
QUL 1g MBI LIVendds 01 Tevnt(h) gpaliwih suswrwliLl’ L Smed eul g endd ClFiig) sTedrmi spariluiddlemest
wenflGusemev GMILUIRE DS, eul 1g6nd LO6TILILIVMS 6TET M) Fn M)FGOTMEDTI.
aflwib @)L 1b QUMb G)L_misar

SIails6T 2 _wmbs HaudsFrensvsst Gluflw wreflens, ef(hser Y Slwanmled pallwibissT
UDT G WAUSEILIL I (BhS5TH wamllGwsme GBIIIBSDS. aiehd] wTpsilsd b5 sipallser
B BHHGL HaudF Fremsvuilsd ailwib euenrwil L 1qHbssTSH e GLsewsd GHDILILNBSIDSI.

“Fremsvujidb gn L 1pd Hossilwits Qurdlulleiid

Caxmrevmi @guilerm Gsmeirenss ullLmisenn”11

(oewN Cogsemsv 66-67)

srallfliiybul 14eardSled &  wenrentrTey (CFmisvevTsd) S Ll L ef Hoefler
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Oeuafllliypsglev LFliul' L Cleusaemsulled gpallwmissr suswrwliulig(hheser.  Geummlev
uTeTaui (pSHedlwl LiVeusnds 2 ullisefler 2 _(HeumissT @alwinTssd HL L L1l 1 (HHSHT.
SsueuflCu CFSTD LOGHET BTN Heuihsd suCsuralwbiseneard &eaur(h LOESILPHE
BledTm Cl&TessTIy (HbBETT 6T6dTm) e GLoEemev GMILILIHFE M.
“QUIbLI DTS BT HIDLIGH6V CLPFHTTF
FHesr midw CbHh Blewev LeweT6)s ML
DWW LG5S MTRTMT (LPgHeVT
sTeleuend 2 _ufligs@EpHLD 2 _aImI ST 1g
Quusinaens aflordass allssst Guibsu
HTHUT pallwiml HesrHBMH @&HmbH” 12
(06w Guogemev 126-131)
“spaflwisir 2_sirarshgy 2 araflwg) eNwiGumrer’13
(06w Grogsemev 5-7)
2 _6TETSHSI6V 6THOTD 2 MTTFFHENOT QUIGULITEHE] QUPBISS Fnlqlll UEVVENLOUJeWL_ BT
STST)I o MIF D).
“allwd CFbHHTN 2 mIHTT @)L dewsuyn’14
(063N Cuogsemev 2-3)
eTeiTeyIld Lol Gasemsvuiled GTLTTed @aill BTVEHEHLD Heweu LHPIW allaTds 2 enrsHEnLD
B Bhswews ST (HSlSTDS.
“Qausimaens alorssbsl allssst Gubpu
HerHeui allwn”’15
(o6 Gogemsv 130-131)
sTaTenIlD  LeGasewes GCSTL T YMIpl&HlaTDGl Sl(HSSWES WM (LPLDLDewTlHEHTemeu
pollwib YYwids JjYalu el ellwar & PISng.
“Qumrsiresiip QuredHs Bmid”16
(oemNCogsemsv 145)
LsVaIEHS BIDEIGET @) (hhSeSH ST HSSTDS.
“QFiby ClFIEhEH[HLD FEHF ST (HLD

LD GLTeT G\FIEchEhHLD GLITETCF U1 Cl&T6V6V(HLD
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Loy BIGETeY HIFF(HLD LT 6T W L TaT(HLD

UTIDST 6T(1pH w1 spaflul 10T d35(ENp LD

Gamedler gHyssrevt(HLD Fisiresr ailewerehmio”17

(06w Grogsemev — 40)

QFby 2 CGeurssslsy uigwld CFLIWLD SEhaFsTrT, CuTeT Hewilssver GlFIWLD
CuUTHEISTEVeVT, WIiICLTHeTHeT CFUIL LD SHF&FT, WeRTGLTDew CFUIGTT QYSCwiTi eurepLd
QB mebsafley eurh HmHd ClFuley 2 (Heuld eTIpGID @ailii UTPHSOTT sTedTm allulTsenerd
CIUNRIGEY LTS
Fouads b rioewst]

Quprismsulvar YOS5, FHH355 Caeut Gupplu Fois HAbgrveniluiley pelluib
updlw  GVIYSBeT BB eTalled  HTewTLiLI(H ST m6uT. @)dsralwid  H.Ul.  seTLSTLD
BTDDTTDL&F FTTHSSHI 6T60Tdh &HSLILBI DS
gallwg QFuidHsar

gallwid, geaillwi, el igenslt LUVS, FiFHedlens LHDY L GDILSHsT FbsTioewtulley
aupFleTmer. gailwls urewsu LNHMIF AbLroewtlullepid @&mLiLE6T &mewriiLB 6T evT.

“o_wrSlifls glemr®id il

sgallwis ureneu spdhmmi 18

(Pousfbasrwent] 699)

“spallwii b uTaflwGlsrm(®h

spriufw piienas”19

(Pouss Ambsmoewil 2016)
“o ufliGum sTags il L
gallwl ureneu Quirdiumrsr’20

(Pous Ambsmewt] 2048)

IIBBISLTOTWeNT 6TOTeNID RUiGs] FOUSMOT LOWSHGHMUSNHETS D UHET  [Hdd T T6I.
YUICUTE UEHDL U PG UL SFV T L Cluer 2 @meud GCUIESTNI Y PHTSHE
STETLILIL L ST@GLD. @)emeu gailwilt Lirewsu LNMld dnmiSmgl.

UL 196U LISVD S

CueTHET LIV 6ul_ 19605660 aUITETBIGWET wausbgIh OlaTenr(h Hdledlends 6l mret(h
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gallwib L igeri starm $(HSH555CHeuT GUILILIHFSTDTT Fousmsesfledr Blewevewuld &redTLISNSHTS
ULl 1gena el LV auensulle Hisledlens Glasrant(h) pailwid 1 1956lsTar®H @) (HHs OLIeTSsT
g Cuw il @ ol () @ueupbgseri st Fousks AbsTomT o nIFIDSI.

“auL’1gen s eIl LILIVEN T 61 63T 0T HIWT F1H60emas

PrywL BILwmISCBTH SlwgHD 1Ehew Ehuilsy

i LaflphHs CaTengwTisar subghl euruiled upmlermi”’21

(Pousfbasrwesil 1107)

pallwgsmer

Apsrwenflulley  Feussit Lew QL BISallL  galwid FU(HeuBle  6ULEVUTTHD
ST L LUl QeTerTedr. wrenest (psit BHBIS BledTn GHeNTOTemeVUiledT 2 (HousHemHd H6iT LD 6V
FOUSST UF5HH WUSHTET. Y Hemest LiLigGur suswTewt @ailinTsd i 1gerTer. LBeuT(HLD
LTI euGeouraiiidbemnsd St Hafldsldh B (HHDHWHTHF AbsTwentl AT o nidleTmri.

“an L 1g T T LoewLIeY GBaf 15 6dsTessrL_euesr

S yarTeT SifhlensFd, Hevads 6uT6iTHIFH6D

Geaul L omed mafmmlenL Qeumal BlearmCahmi

BT Lt BBH\EHEHAPLD BHIH S 6uevsTewT G122

(Fousfbasrwent] 1003)

Pollws SDOEHTHET eTLILIGS HTID ST ST FHDT WSSV LISSSI DISG] et
ULy G 1 1gevti 6T6dTLINS @)ILITL 6V &L RS M.
spaill LOSYTL_LILD

srallug seeval STHSTOI 555 SEIGD WL LID @eTeny ailorss abs B(hd5S56Cgheui
PollWiTEHEhdH @G Yeowd sTaTDI ClFTORID LIguITE YHV Pallutis®er aIDTbEI PSS HbSeTT
6TEIT M) T MISIBTOTIT.

“uremeugeust @) HE&E@GLL b LiefBI@dFeui &) wmnld

Cxremeu @gaflir pshdler @) uisv CHTengk6lwim®h

Q&ragib Glmesr

LTV WITH LOTENVHN6V LOGHT HHIUT [BTMH M)
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Spevwib Foogl allwiisL @ erarer Jjsnfl Jjenigsmi” 23
(Fouzs Absriveni! 594)
wHGwri @)L Il AGBThiser uewThg Weubd ETL LD et FHHT LTI LILD
stedTm) AbpTwenfluilsd GoIuNL_Lu@GEmg.
gallwghlev Cpiien 2 (HeumIgeiT
orewTwsnet, Camullsy Gursiin @)L Biseflsy Clpiley o (Haubisewear palwwrss $Hiig
®aUS5S| UPILIBIGI HEHBTVSHHI QULPSHEHLOTS @) (HHSGI6TeTHI. Feusk Fbhs et ulley ailFenul 6TeTen)Ld
rd FOSTL 1460 HTedT S Gluewr Qpliey 2 (heusdleweruyo Hresr Pl eubs wullh
CurPlepwiuyid FHeuflGsv el Ts eUDTHEI WEUSSTET 6TTM| B(HHHDHHEHeuT InMIHlTHTI.
“allCw GBS TSI
af prbg #GHEHTL BT
@ esflwirer G)1L_iihdd erioeh
Caiigrd) 2 wid06lsmTewTL
sewmi Qmiflwim’ @b wullh@o
ST LH BVE
pawrg) HrersTenT CumiiclsTsar
wrLd Csupgm afldgsmeir’24
(Fousfbasrwent] 2603)
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