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ABSTRACT

This research paper analyzes the neurological differences and similarities between sexual desire and
alcoholism (consumption of toddy/liquor) as mentioned in Thirukkural—the pinnacle of classical Tamil
literature (specifically in Kamathupal under the chapter Punarchi Vithumbal)—based on the principles of
modern neurobiology and neuroanatomy. Valluvar emphasizes that kamam (lust/love) is softer than a
flower, and its fulfillment must be attained by recognizing the appropriate timing. Concurrently, he
compares the addiction of consuming toddy with a human's moral self-control.

By comparing these concepts with the studies of modern neuroscientists such as Eric Kandel, Simon LeVay,
George Koob, and Ellen Laan, this paper extensively examines the functions of brain regions like the
hypothalamus, amygdala, basal ganglia, and prefrontal cortex, alongside the contributions of
neurotransmitters such as dopamine and oxytocin. This study reveals how intricately the ancient Tamils'
understanding of physiology and psychology aligns with the laws of neuroscience.

KEYWORDS: Thirukkural, Kamathupal, Neurobiology, Alcohol consumption (Toddy-drinking), Medial
Preoptic Area (MPOA), Amygdala, Basal Ganglia, Prefrontal Cortex, Foreplay.
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&H(HE&HEHM6IT FnMILD LITEYINTT6Y ST VT ? BTG EH VT ?: 6if
BrLwe 2 1L HanmHnwied spriLimiiey
*GUIT.o(h.6TID. 6. V1D, cLpewer BIidLilwis) BlLewTi, FHesrevL arih] Livf evfleuressr
(S GIuEHOVTT, Amieurd@T wHmib ABC wmsgisuwsner, $mad.

UINTF Fr(HdHHLD

Qeusuriieyds sL_(Hewr, s CFsualusy Bewsslwsgsler Asrwrer Fmbs@Gmeais (GUlluTHS
STWSHHLIUTD - Lewridd allgibusd) HBsrrsdlev) @Guliitiul (Hster LTspewTiey wHMID
WHILILPSEID (SH6TEpeTenTed) palw @) renryn@ @ew it L priotilusd CeumiLim(hsHemaru|d
spriyemwsemerujb  pefer cpswenbridLilwsy (Neurobiology) wpmib cpewer 2 L Han Hpjlwied
(Neuroanatomy) Gariur@seafler ojglitenLulled LGliuTiiey QFLSME).! susTehaui SHTHm
weven T el OILD6ITEN LOWITEITS| 6TETMILD, HH6IT [k TeWeU (LPeWM WITEST HT6VLD ) Mbgl GlLim Geusstr(HLd
stadrmId sueduymisgiSmri.! 9Cs Geusweruiley, 6T EmesTeRTOleHT i 6MLOGHTHeNS L6 S 651657
PUWHSS LT QLT UuUGEDTI.! &)&E5sHboHIbHemer HaTer Bl eueVsYIbidarTssr
e1fld smewrL_ev (Eric Kandel), sn#wsir GsuGeu (Simon LeVay), somirgy o (1 (George Koob) wmmiid
ersvsvest sumest (Ellen Laan) o #Guiriflesr oy ui6yasepL_sit spliLil (), epemeruilsst eneun1GLITHeVmLo61V
(Hypothalamus), swwgssvr (Amygdala), Guasv Gsmisledwmr (Basal Ganglia), wpsr@mmmlLs
ymewfl (Prefrontal Cortex) Gumesrm u@dlsafler GaweoLir®sst wHmid G TlilenLoesr
(Dopamine), gydedl_rdsir (Oxytocin) Gumresrm BrivL) CeugdlliGum L seflsst (Neurotransmitters)
usigeflliy Slweunenm @)sasL Hewr ailfleurs g rriidpg.! usenLw LlisHefler 2 1 efluisv
wHmid 2 sralluisy LfssL sTeusuersy BIL Liors BrboLilws) alldlsepLesr Glurmbsl Curdlpg
6TeiTLIN S B)susuriiiey GeuaflliLi(hsgIH M.

B meydFClFTHas6iT

F(H&GHDET, HTLGSHILILITED, CLPeHETHILOLINWICD, HeTEheTentsy, Wigwesr LNfeyligd ugg (MPOA),
Iwwhseor (Amygdala), Guae Camigledlwir, wer@BHMIL Lmesst (Prefrontal Cortex), wpssr &)ssris

& (Foreplay).
1. 9Mwypsupb urTsyiewriafler BrLNuisv SjiqiLenL_ujib

ureyewtiey ereorug 2 uwilflerhisefler (@) erli6lL(hdbssSleVb, eunmisslenL_ G jsrLileT
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Uewemtlien sThLBSGHleuBSlepid Oiglitenwresr6srm Currhmevr@.! @)eueayewriddwmerg)
ueV@aum HrivtNwey @)ewewtiiyseflev ssHLBLD HFlTeysefler grewrHgsorsd (Trigger) 2 L edlsyiid
wearglgyd  Garetmid @@ urtipe)  ellplu 2 pgisorgn.  wells 2 pajsefls
B)saremTHsvresrg sridl eulfl (Seeing), Gsall suyl (Hearing), Qgsr® 2 _swriey (Touch), owss
2 _ewriey (Pressure), supeusv svevg emswriiug (Hugging), smuswest (Imagination), sesreyssir
(Dreams), sours o _ewriey wHmID sursFener 2 enriey (Smell) oy Slwesummleir epevid Blssvmid.
Obpd HTHTHHVHMIT 2 FFoHBL L LOTSH LTS THET SHISHeNT WS DHGHS SGHHSTHEUTD 2 FF

ureug Blewevsmw (Orgasm) gemL_Smrissir.'

wrivLilwev g Pleilwevreri stifls sreanr_sv serg Principles of Neural Science (McGraw-Hill, 2013)
BTl @Gplhlheug Gumev, wefls o L T HWATSSH BLGWS WOHMILD 2 ewridFHFmi
CFwevLir(hHEpd cpemerullest GMIOU L BribLilwed suswevliieTerrevgseflssT 6p(HmbIsslew6esvTLILITEV
wl HCw FrgFwwrdlarmer.® Lrspenriayd &)HedhHhg LIMILIL L G060, B)HHe0&E W FdbHe0TesT
Brotlwed  QFweourlenL i uswewLw SO  GevdsSlwwrer FHmbEGHmeaflsy  Fl(meusiTEmeui
HeTEheTLTed MU Curews BlewevCuwir® oUUll®), wefls cpsweruilesr CFwedLTL (R
SHETHLODW  BISDISHLOTHS swHwTeTHstenmi.! @GPlliLTs, Blenerdss araiCGeGuw Hearidd
ILeugIDd, e enallGeCuw A PFF WL augId HeTEhdE BVemev, G HTWSINHESH
2 flwg etedTn LTI 19657 cpsvid, BaTesr BIbLNwied Fnmib 'PeTCarTdh@ Olou@d 2 haise'
(Anticipatory Reward Motivation) Gasriurl_s»L eusiremeui 9e1@m GgefleyuB s ujsrermi.’

2. gmeir 1281: Blswssrourmmesv wommid sTLFFri gresrHHevsafer HrwNuisy Lg@liLmiey

Fl(HeusTEheui sTdbHILILTedsD, Lyewridd allgibue (Blsmrio 129) ererenb LgHuiev LNesreu kb

GDLLTe6U ewLodgleTarTi 4:

@meir 1 1281
2 6T6ITd: H6MlGHEVID &T6vT LOSILPSHEYILD
HeTaTUSE6L STISSHM @, 2 6vwr(h.

uglepssTmmd BrHmTeTenL & CFihg 2 enrwrdflwrmrer ufGwsvsfesr '$lmdb@Emer LfGevLpsi
2 ooy allendasdSleirLig, Blewerss emalGsvCw 2 _snriey ST 2 6TariD SleriddluwienL gL,
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uriss erallCGevBuw o ewriey Sl o srard HerTFFwenL G| H6T 2 eTLIOITEHE (§)sVemev;
9B HTHV euFlILL L euisECs o eair(h).!! serenresrg) 2 L e1dh@er GFeTm BIibL STV HeVbs
UpGs Gurengswwis SHHLD; YTV ST 6TTLGI Blewerss o L GarGuw womid uriss

2 L GarGuw CuurhHmepiL 6T CFWVLIL & Fn lgwig).!

pefer Brivtlwe o uieseflerily, LTeeTTe) CGTLILITeT FTanT(hHeVsH6T evfls 2 L 60l & 6T,
QFall, cpsH@, Casrev GuTetm 2 ewriey 2 mliysefler euflrsayd, HeTey WHMILD HHLIEHEST
Gumretrm  FAbsewerr 2 MUGHS Sermiser euflwTseyd cpsweruilet WpoHBwL LGS Heflev
mBSmanssiiu@Samer.!  gollurs, eanlGurgsvrwev  (Hypothalamus) wu@ggluilev
gwwhgister 'Wigwerr Uiflgyings ugg' (Median Preoptic Area - MPOA) urepewmtieneu
PUWBIGUOSSHIUBVID, SHOTOIFMHFWTOT (HIIDL LODTL VHMBSH SHTWILG 2 L 6DV ST
QFiisudlepid wWHHwl ukiE eudlsSngl.! @)samiL et cpsweruilssr edlibLils (Limbic) sswiotiilsv
2 grer 'gewwGseor (Amygdala) steiremid LGF, UTIETTE FTET(HBVBEHESG THMEUTM)

Sallrwrer 2_ewrigd 1 Qumesens (Emotion) 2 meurd@dlng,.

Gueyin, Cugsv Casmaledlwr (Basal Ganglia) u@glullev @) ma@n 'swenrGui o' (Striatum)
eTOTEYID LITHLD, LUTYmalle HewL db@d @)sir Gleugd GFwsour sw (Reward processing)
s GHallsSng.! @) wallsisersE 2 paild HoLssiCurgd o hers Geugdlaw
peirdn 4G HasAL®H), Haisfow ghuBSSISDS. Gt CurTClaus gt
wlupdeflwew (Paraventricular Nucleus), eyergflwir AmigGel sriLdev (Anterior Cingulate
Cortex), <l GLr rrewrsv sriGLderv (Orbitofrontal Cortex) opdlw epswerts L@glaser

B)wemthg) WeTHSIPFF, Sleridd, gisTerTed HMID LITeUF BleWeVdhd; IlgHH6TLD jewLod 6T Deor. "

Qo0& CpioTprs, Herehamayib Curgl (10F] Y BHHISOV) PPOTESTCUT, LTTHSTELVT I
shuswer QFISTCLT 2 L ariguTd 9bs LWHS Blevevenwl el w (pigwird).' eyGlereflsy
wgiailer GUreng sTeiTLIgG CeudlIGILIT T 2L gV1d @6 GlFstmy cpsmearuilssr spLilasmar (Receptors)
L pg LInGs plawpd BHrivtlued sL_gse wrHmTE.® STSSlET G)bs 2 L eTigd Frevr v
Flmewest ewaweir CevBeu pewrg The Sexual Brain (MIT Press, 1993) predlev axlenddujsirermi.20
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L Leuswsnr 1: meir (0g1) wHmid sTwd (UTPYIWey) SpHwaiHler Briflwed CQFwsvLITL B

Ceumur B s6eir

B wiev

3Ty 6vT)

SHTEWTL_6V

Goussid

g LILIenL

[OITEXAT

Wp&:Ew
cpsmaT

u@dlE6r

esTd Hearidd

56w v

&6ITATU633T 630T 6V (Alcohol
Consumption)
ClogiauTeTg) (2- L @er

CeugliCuT L st 2 MlehFri’ L

LImGa GFwevLi(hid) !

wmbSwed Ceuglulwed allewersy

LoDID BIiDLS S50 HHLIL °

Qumepemerts  ymewtl,  edleriiler
(GABA)  wpmid  @espL_ G
ermLilgeir 6

W& Blewsv, $NHTe0S% HesTalllphd
Blewev LHMILD Heridd

sTwymissv (Sexual Arousal)

2 L 6TIqUITET S (Blewerrs 5

2 | Geur, HewrL_ 2 L Gevr BribLiliisy

9| FiTeysHer GlFwsvL@ID) !

QPleuTHmev, ST FAFTi HMILD

SHMLIEHITS ST63TL_6V
p(HBISemewTLiL |
MPOA, ewwgseor,  Gugsv

Gamigdledlwir, per@BHMIL et !

2 ewriey UPlwrs allfllijewriey

FTihs Sailr ureus Hlemev !

3. @weir 1288: CUTewsIGQUITHEIT |y IS BHeTID LHMID ClFwO e PueBIGUTL B @iy

SHWEVeUET OFUILID HOUMIFHEHETWLD ST US| LTTMLS HlPeud FlgdhGHh Sewevailulles

Blewsveww aflerd @b CLTg aueTEheu LET(HLD H6TEHeITaNILD Ilge»L05HaTHMG sl DT 4:

@meir : 1288

@ efls555 ailsitesrr CFullsniB HeflssTid @

HeTemTMEMm &e6iTeuBledT LomiL.

LOERTHGL T OHMILD  (1p. 6UTHITFTTH 2 ewrheafleirLily,

HOT  GL4HBIL  LIPSIWIQTSE1hd S

9SG LILIPSBLD FepdhdhHled LIV @)LPleysemaT|id gIeiTLIBISNOTWLD SHbHBHTeYILD, BjeuTaheT L5 6T (HILD

BT HerewenCGui afl(poL]] 2 erLriser.?? 9ewsliCUTeVGar, aIEHhFHE HTHVET H6OTdhGHdD,
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SISTLUS®S WD @) Pleweru|ld HHSTYID, HTH0IEGE Seusird) riGL et WadsT(hD LITTdabeyLb,

H(peuayld CUrTenFewS HTesT(HH M.

pefer CurenalitluTmsT jyemwssern (Addiction) gplss privLilusy oy liassT B)d6EDEHS S
ag glevedlwwrer vl alleTsssems jaflsaslsTner. @risd gl wHMID »wsHEH0 65
Guwmsv stapglw Neurobiology of Addiction (Academic Press, 2005) stesrm mredlsv aflemddlujsirarLiig,
preTUl L gl LweTtur(® cpsverullest LIVGeumy CFwsvLTHEHemarts LTSS mg.2* Gplliurs,

UleiTeu(pLd (wpdhdlwt cLpswert LGS E6T (B)SHeTTsD LITdds Ui (hderment:

e eprusl ugdl (Memory Consolidated Area): anliGurasribuen u@dullesr Cagid

STTERTLOTS BlewareuTHmed FengeuswL_Elmg).!

o Sidkas YpryLau@msago ugdh (Decision Making Area): wpsirelpmmll ymewfl (Prefrontal

Cortex) QarwellpliLgmsv LGSV WD FPesT GHmDAIMG).’

o 2 Bhglmrieme JjarThgl HLHLILbBSSID UGk (Impulse Control): cpswaruilsit Qeu@ Lol
urewgaser (Reward Pathways) wrpn] oewwssiLBausTed, SBIGMeTS HTHIGS6T

s HUu@®ssIh Spesr (Self-control) gflfng,.!

o gMleurmmev QFwsvur® (Cognitive Function): fApgemens Fpesr whHmid CFwerdss
Fpesr LurglésLiuBslermenr. !

o Foapss HwL allevgksv (Social Inhibition): wgiliLwssh cpeverullesr Feypsd SewL_Hemeard
SETLILSTEV, LeSHTHEeT Fepsssley @)fleuresr HMID (B)6TT6Y FHTdbdn lgw GlFweLSHal6D

FHLL 9|ehdreudlevemev.”

Qdswaw  prodwd  GOPUTHSMTY  GYLILPSSSIDG Y EPOWTSTOITSET  LIs
Seuoglliisemearujn  QeTeTsdsemerujio  FhASSTID,  apseruilst  Clau@ogl eI VLD
GLrliuenwsir grpLilsefler Gewpuri_igermed Wer®D awr®h wHemeuGuw BrigdF GlFesvds
s L Twiu®ss18Ing).8 srsedlullssr cpsmeruiled semsveust ST HTHL THLI(BHGSw HribLiluiev
Geugl = phaisev (Incentive Salience), @ ssmawOsTH SLGLUUTLDHD SlqeDLOSBOTSHMSLI
Gumesim Fallydseren  CHETeRTL g sTeTUmS  susiTehoui "@efllgsss  @)eoreorm  ClaFullgyid
H6fSHTTdEHS HeTerHEM" sTedTm sp1LFL 19657 cLpsvLd BlmieySmmi.’!
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4. gmeir 1289: Querswwowirer BrivNuwisv @ widsupid (st G)eTud GlFwsvLTH b

HTGHT CIOTEMIG SHOTEMOHIWIU|LD HWH UG GHID LdHGHaSHMSWLD S (HeueTEmheum

Ulsiteumormy L b Ly &S 3:

@meir : 1289
wevflenib Closvedlgy) ST Hevi 9 HesT

ClFsuai HewmevliL(® euri

@ s@meaflsst  CUT(HefledTLIY, STOWTERTEI 2 VFIGTET  HeWeTHGl LDVTHEWENTDS  HTL_1g6P|LD
CIOGTEMLOWITETEHI;, BT LidGEHeUTET Blewsvswwl HMlbgl, HSGHbS SHTeVSHHV GloesTewOWITS

IILIaILILIITEH6T 2_6V55Hl60 AVCr yeur.’!

priotlwed FHwrs, uTeDaled HeuFriILL T HeaTgl @)ewanTenwd Swri GlFuiuyb 1pssT (3)ssTLdF
sy’ (Foreplay) @) meumE@ puewwwTeT UTauFsend uPBIGHEIDGI.| 6T606VT  6UT6IT
Guellerflesr /n Pursuit of Pleasure: A Biopsychosocial Perspective on Sexual Pleasure and
Gender (2021) ereteniib 2 svsarrall puieydhsL (hewr sri(heugl Cumev, 2 1 eflwed FHwTssLl
urspienTiailsy @)m LTeOlesTdHeuTdh @G FOTRT (Q)TLLML WD FM6eT @) HHSTEVILD, (Lpew M ITest
STERTLVHEHLD  LbGHauwpld @vevrasGurg  Guenrtsst o Foasl L @earusens  (Orgasm)

IwLsuglev Gl @ewL_Glsusaf erHUBGFH M.

epsmeruilest evmwoen (Thalamus) wmmio QL_bCurysv Gevrds (Temporal Lobe) g dser @)hs wpesr

@erug  GFwsour@hseaflsy HHSwl usig eudlsslerper.! @eweu o 1 efler Lplymidiyl
UGS BEHEEG @IISs RPLLSMS YFlsliLbhsS), BIibL (penerseafled o enwriddepw 2 FabdlnE,
T(hsg1F GFvdlermer.! @)hs OlsTewwwiTer Greasrisvseaflsr Gumg cpemeruilsy LV By

CoudIQuT(HL_s6r FrdsleTmer

e Gumiuswwsr (Dopamine): gls 2 Hgismeowd, wHPFF  erHTurilienLiu)b

2_(heurdhGHHmg)."

o  9&ACGrTedleir (Oxytocin): @) peumsGer OGeaul sgemals Curssl, LNewewriienLiu|,

B)MIs5HmSBU|D Cb(H&EHSHLTET STl Llensnriisnuub gHuBSSIHng!.!
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o eaeGLryflearev (Endorphins): o 1 &flesr usHmG®S BHHF, LdbgiewTieneuw| LD,

SI6TETEMEVULD, LOGT 6WLOFleMUIU|LD GULPMHIGH ST m60T.

yewpwret smewrd (CFsual) Blbg, LUSHDLILLTN WVTEID GLOETEHLOWTST (LpeHMuiled
uTeIeTiensy el Curghl I HGWL @) HeurTeb 2 FF UTsuF Blewsvenuws 6T L (Lpiguyib.’
@) BpwearT 2 TTT YeusFTliL(heusTed @)bs Brivtlwed Gt susmevliLilsiTersy  Fewshi

Curdlpgl; @)saTTCLBW susiTEHeuT B)H6IT LIk @SS I MLeuiser "Fe@r" stesrdmmir.

5. pritNwed 2 1 HannHyluwisd wHmib CFweuThsaflsr Uil Hd Srayssr

wefls o L edlett uTeewTiey wHMID CUTMHSLIGILITHT IyeNGHRTID Y () TessTigeVLd
cpsweruileit GlausuGoum LTHBISHET eTeueurTm) OGFwWLLI(HFBTDET 6T6iTLINS BHaTedr LD(HHFI6

BrioLiluisd sreysensr il Bl Lisreuhd 9L L suswewnt GgeafleyuBbaEmg.o

.| Copyright © Author(s)

gL Lauswenr 2. wefls cpewerullar  wsHwl  ugGHsend  joupmler  BrLNuisy
CF wsvLIT(H % e LD
epearLs ugd ey w urgeiafls) GHET |1 eD105HT GH]V
(Brain Region) BILDL] QFwevur® (Role in  @ger GaFwsvur®
Ceud 16T (peT Sexual Arousal) (Role in Addiction)
am (1GLITH6VTLO6N GL_TLILIWLD6T, LTSI &Y am i@ mesr
(MPOA) GeemL_L_Gor allpriLsensd Fplensvuilsren Lo
QBTLBIGHL wHMID — wHMIDd 2 L edluied
2 L lwev FHwress — Fri 2 _enardagev 8
Swiri QFiFew |
I|MLDGHFHEVT Q@ mevfledt, 2 ewrigFS GLYLILILPSSLD
(Amygdala) BTGB Liflest AEGETLESS B)svevrs Gurgy)
S HULESSISD THUGID LeaT
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