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ABSTRACT

The water management techniques of the ancient Tamils hold a highly exalted place in the history
of world civilizations. The 'Kumizhi Thoombu' (Silt-Ejecting Sluice) used in lakes stands as a
prime testament to the unparalleled engineering knowledge possessed by the ancient Tamils in
rainwater harvesting, groundwater conservation, and systematic irrigation water distribution.

This research paper explores the structure, operational mechanism, and socio-cultural background
of the Kumizhi Thoombu, while providing a detailed analysis of the laws of physics manifested
within it. This paper establishes how modern fluid dynamics principles—such as hydrostatic
pressure, Pascal's law, Bernoulli's principle, the equation of continuity, and the Venturi effect—
were utilized in this structure. Furthermore, it examines the ecological cycle of how this
technology suctioned and removed the sediment (silt) from the bottom of the lake, transporting it

to agricultural lands as nutrient-rich natural fertilizer.

KEYWORDS: Holy Shrine, Traditional Knowledge, Devarayanpettai, Machapureeswarar, Chola
Architecture, Tevara Vaipputhalam, Heritage Conservation.
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Qumbmisitenesr.! wewwpiT Gy, Bessly BT UTHSTULY WHMID (PSHDWITET LITFOT [HiT
ailflGursd YSluapPlsd Lbslpisdr CubPIBLES @ewssrupp Eurpluilued gple)dsds
Anps srarmrs eflsefiley Lwearu®ssiul L 'Gulflsgroy' (Silt-Ejecting Sluice) glapslng,.!
@)susuriieyds sL_(Hewr, GLUIGHTDLST L L ewiliL), CFweOLITL (B pewDH LMHMILD HHEIT FELpd-
ueprur(HU  Uererenfleow o rmiieuCsr®), slev Geuafliiu@n QuipLilwsy  aiglsemearu)id
alfeurstl LELUTiey Gsidps.! BHomlsrarwssn Gurdmn Brigssin &= rgh,

1 .2 —
uregedler  ailgl, Quisgredullesr  Casmrium® (P + 2 PU + Pgh = Constant
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),

QeTLiTgHF FweTuT® ( = A4V, ) wHmib Ceuehsm ailemerey (Venturi Effect) Gumresrm
pefer Flreu Qussallwed Hbgiaunissr @)dasl Lenwliiley steusurm) LweTLBHSSLILIL (H6Taresr
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S iLEAulsr 2 srer a0 weTement 2 Plgsd SEHY), aleaTEREsEssEGE FhsI05s
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1. siplepsio

wesfls BrafasnissT BiBmausafsr samrsalCuCu Garern] eueribhser.'0 FBigs HTeVD (LPSH6L
Garipi PmMID LTewRTIQWT QU Fb HTVBISHST euewT SLPHSS0 BiTBlewevsmenarts GLiHo @I,
SUDEIDL LUTSISTILSID STdet PSHTEIDE: SLbWTss SESILLLSL2 5 mausTenai
suresrfApliilesr  suflCGuw  wewpFfler  WiHAwSGHuSmSU D  CaFilliysh  Chemeusmuiuid
euellymiSHSmri.? QermiGasreaugser ALILFETTISHSH "wenlp Ulewlldd 6T Lo6T6sToU6IT
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Gurpmudpri2  uyhsllpisst  gflsailsy  Bifler @l L swsds  SLBLUUBSSHIUCSTH
L (HLosLVTLOED, 6T TUN6IT QYuUjeWETSH GHMMEHGLD UMITL 6V LT LigaIensds SHSSHI, jewewtulls
urgsrieny 2 mFeFuud  euswsulled Gl  eTeiTm  FesflGgieuomer g mlallwisd
FTEHITEHMS 6UlgeuswLSS (HHLerT.! paTer Slreu Gussaiwe (Fluid Mechanics) wpmib Bwed
Gurdluilwev (Hydraulic Engineering) ssgiouniseper Ul Curg, @)ésl L sl
slpisefler ad Ambs HyMlaillwsd o,Hmedlstt FTaTDTSS HHLpS M.
2. guiaNer CBTHEBIGEHLD Y U160)LPSHM U]LD
@)susuriiey LuphsLOYfleT Biliursert Qurplulws Hplemen pafer Blailuwiedlsr LilsTsuresntluils
Gleuefld 6% TewT (Housws (poHeiTewis CBTHHTHS CloTeT(HsiTong).’
1. @UIPSSHTIDLIET S L ewioliL HmID HBHedT [bTwed GlFweoLml enL ailerd@gs.
2. glflsgrvlile GCurdlbgster FQupLilwed wHmID Sreu Qussalwsd allFlsemerd
FLOGTLIT(h % EHL_63T BT TIiIZH6V. "
3. FBIS @VEEWnIGET WHMID eureoTHmis ClaTevedlisy Hev6loul (Hoafler g liienL_ullsv
@)setr Blireurslt Leresrenilenw wHLILNBHH6.
4. pefer Fpilwe Gurdluilwed s Burersisepesr (Sluice Gates, Bottom Outlets,
Bissokotuwa) sUif Bt u@liuriiey CQFiigs.
Qeuauriie) eureorHm  puiia) weop, eflerdsallud e weop  wHDID  Gupriwed
Cariur@sener  ugliLewL wrsds  OasreniL.  Uufl () ey wedn  Ylweuhenm
POHBIFDTSSI0 USTUHDIFD S
3. afsgribilsr QsTHlevBIL LIg SL L DL 2 mUIL|dHEHLD
3.1 gullsgribler s Le»ioliy 2 miriysser
GUPSsTDY  eaTLg  aNEsmIuld S@LESILED FTSTIET  WHESMETT  GUTT),
gfssemruiledmbg wwri 200 a0 300 oy ssr serafl syfluileit 2 11y Sypwmesr LG ullsv
SOTLOL LGB0 HEHHLILIBLD (h H63HSHIQULTRT SewLILITED.Y SH(HBIGDHET, ClFBISDHH6T
LODHMILD F68TERTTLOL EUEHITL 6D HEVEWEUWITV LOBaLD euedlewowiTd ()8 &L L wdHsELLBSIng).’

@) B6T LITEHBIGET LNedTeu(HLD L L euememTuiled ailerdsss il (HeTemeyr:

2 myifer 9, BI85V &L LenioLiL wHMID &S wF CFwevLTh
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HTVUTUI I Conduit 9J1guiled KB G5! 9FHCouswrs  GlsuaflL
F(HBIED I agflssmrdse  OeuellGu  ursFerd
QaeoaiLd HOSSIQL1  STOTIISEhE S
urens.’ HL_55156.°

3.2 grieumrpid CBTHVBIL Ligpd Fumenss 2 5 el BICwITaHLpLd

g M&6T FTTHHCLTUSD S STTENTLD LWL HTeVBIGH6T6D 6uHLd b CTTH CF(HLD euDTL 6V LoHM)LD
sefleant 9.0 GUIPSHTIOL @)bS UTL M6V Y BDMS SMHTEVLI GLITHMeVST [)uibd)rnis%er
Gurettm Geueflliym MMV eTemsu|d CHT(HouFlsvemsv.® LTFargShE@ B CaemauliGCUTSI,
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T I a6 e7Md @6 cpLpdl FETTIgd SHIeWeTewI eHL_GI6TeT FTIDLH HeVewev GGy &Td @ eur.”

YUGuUTgl, erfluiledt quilsd 2 eirer BHTWL L HWHSSIOT STTewILTS B HSCeusLTHF

HPTMIOHETTH DO I1gHEGsT uTwd.”! @)sarTed gHUBID HWHSS GmDey, erifluiler

ST L SFl6V 2 siTemr  ausnTL 0 LPMID CFhewmd GCsFGmmigs giewenseflest  eufluirsds

sDOILL 195 @&6T @) sFmg.” @)ser aflswereurs, 80 allwsasr® Bevsw sewrentHo 20 aflpdssT@H

QUGRTL 6V HVhH CFmmi B(HLD speiTylementhgl H(HBIends suplwrs GlauallGuwml aiswerplevnbisenear

L SlToeT.” @bhsd FhHHIEE el LWTsEhsE WaFdAnhs Gubens o FwrsLl

vweTu®SImg."

4. Bovs:&Hlwr LHMILD UTVOTDH N BT T BId6IT

4.1 sias @evadlw wHmId sToflwl ubeaser

ubsLlpTer @evdsalwnbissT @UlflsgTibLileT CFweoLT enL_ujld H6T 2 Plehd BIL LIGSenSHU LD

SIS 2 _6uewLodHEHL 6T Ligley GlFiig)smeresr.'?

weevuBsL T (ufseir 474-476):"suswerr sevg Flfluilesr @G Fpepid / Fiemerr GlFavsd
BHEDEOSUTLLI P9 OJET suifldsgn". 20
@)LILrL_ev, @Wweusst LreneT sueneTwl LIWeTLBHSSID FoHETb (Haf) Hpsveusngs Gurev,
GUINSgTbL 6T Heweveurullsy B wpsirmy  (Vortex) o FlGsuswrsts  umiieusngd
GOLUh#EIngL.1? G)dampnd alewasrer eifluler Capenm GeuaflGunmL LweTLB SIS
st Filwed 2 swewwew )5 o i ssiEns.

el Casemev (9ymeuswri CsTIps HTews, sullser 1384-1387):"Cummiger wmkIslsL
F BRI Aniouf / Qwoeu® LEET H&MSI Guire".?
@B, QumBigGearssler pliLgaluilled o srer APlw FHBIDS (FTHIGS BTeVeuTLl)
auflwrsgs gslsaralsvrer B QeusfGuwm &aEhd: @G LwesTu@sauemst Cursy, ClFailuflst
auflCw  YMEHHGGHIEHET WTHDGHT Ls Ceusdr(b stedrmy  eflerdslinl (Hsirarg).”
@ssriilwn  uemer LHMID  cPpmIFlVBaTTY  GFLwiLl L Blevdsly B SLgS

GYTIISH®TS "HHBINS" eTermID &GDIILNHS mg). 2

4.2 56006leul’ ) BTImIGET LHMILD g f) eumflwr Blieurssib

uentewLw GFmrip, uTenrigw, allwpsrt Curraseaflsst ssVGeul (Hamer eyl Lrmwilliy wHmib

griby plireurasid GMsa allfleursts Guadlstper.”
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o wfwrmer farsvevuet Hv6leul @ (H.0. 815-860): suriiGsTevssr euflGur su(pd Hewr
PWBGUOSI, THOBHS PlVBIKEHSG sTuaieTa) GBI, sThg euflewsulld uTidS
Gouewr(hid  etedrm BT umSL (B  pewpewwud, eilFlsemer  LEMICeuT(HEH ST
SHETL_WSTHMETW LD (3)FHHe06leuL_ B alend @A mg).2

o Oemilwer wrGzseall GuGrf: seawLrrdlss GCorysflesr wensralumrer GleFibLilwssr
wr@gailullsr ellmliutiug Ceul L i’ L efluilest wasdn@ '@rrerresit HTibL) sTedTm)
QuuwfLtiul (hererg).’ wrwesesri @rrmrre  Coryer sHerg OUwenrd @GS
STesTH6T6V C1FHISHH, Heunenm ST W Ghe WflwTenswL 6T LFTwifléEsd CFiigTi.??

o wugmwildy wHmb srermisar: #.0. 1192 @ cparmTid HCVTSEHIBIGEHT HTEVHB6D
FmGeusibusst  ererueur eyl urmwAddbasrs 40 QurhsTHSweTS  FHTETLLTS
aupiidarri.'® .0, 1202 @6 ghur L &G uessHer GuTs), BHUTESTsTaTTUNTD
Ulsitemer whmib jeurg FC&ETaHM whienswiTssrd QFCurt shiserg OFTdhHidbsener
allhm) erflemw ewLdagl g6 LrTwAlUDsTEs HMEHL L marenw Blmiaileri.

o gl surflwip (Eri Variyam): &lyrw sewuseaflesr S1p Qumidlw 'spfl eurflwlds Gupodser'
STTUTHSD, WHGHmers OlFliusflhgssy GCurearp uswilsemearts  CQurmiGubm)
pLgFeri't @amarer o miinflerisst  @GLGsuremev  (Kudavolai) @pswm  epsuid
CsihEsHSHLILL_Lari.s

5. gl TioLlev CFwsvu®B i GuiniNuwsv wHm Filwev Carlur®hssar

G SSHTIDL 6T QFWLLITL TTgH $HBTVS Hreu @Qussailwey alldsaflsriig Wass gevedlwors

aulgeuem L LILL (HsiTeng).

erfluflesr Bl L ib (2 wihs wsHsd 'P = pgh')

~ [erflullesr ewriiLEL] ~

| | < gmibujseed (Plug)
N
| |
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| Gy (80%) |
|1 I
| | <--- G#@mmig (20%) GCxCmmiyg (20%) -—->| |

N N
N [sp@uC g [ s0@smig] ||

| (@>pHs 9 wpssh - siped Cousid) | |
|1 |1

| | <--- &®misws (Conduit / Tunnel)
i
[Qeuellt LTFeTd &TEVOUTII]
5.1 srags s (Hydrostatic Pressure)
plevowrer @@ Fiwsslsr o yblsllbss yslsllss sear ussn Cpiaildlsssls
2 wirdlmg.!

P = pgh

@)mi, P 6TETLIGI T (LPSHHLD, P sTedTLIG] [ Tl6T LTSI, g stedrLIg YalluTiliy pBéaLb, h 6TEITLIG]

il sgler i G GUlfisgrioy  aflullst  fls  gpporer gy liLGglully
YDOBIBLILISTE, YIS BTRESHD (P) e gFlswrs QmaEGn.! @bs o baiellowsGu Fors
BIDHEG6T B CHTEHSF CIFRISSID DDV QuPBIGH DS

5.2 urevasilsir aflh (Pascal's Law)

20 apgw Yeowiiiled 2 srer glrousdler g QFISSILGD YWSSOTRTH I DITESIS
Flewesaflgib Fwwrsl ureydlpsgl.! @GUlsgrolear sHEULIguilsr 2 dreremwiiile  (3)hs
S|ds Frrsl LAibselssliL@asTd, Lrrar wWHmID SUELUEGSILT L BT LD
FTSSWwTSng).

5.3 Quirsgrsfuileir Casri Lo Qeushai aflswaray (Bernoulli's Principle and Venturi Effect)
Quireyreduflesr @uidad FweTUT® LsTaIHLTNI Se»AMSI:
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1
P+ 5,01;2 + pgh = Constant

@)mi, P 6T6ITLIG| [BleWeVIITEST B|(LPHSBLD, v sTedTLIg Hler FlewFrGeusid, 9

p

steorLigl Leilufiliy

WpOH\&HHD,  6TETLIGI @ WTLD,

STSTLIS| L TS5] p@0."

@)&Casr_uri g6y, Slreu LT UuTenSulleT GmnisHEGoleul_ B0 uriiy Gempujb CUTEl BT
Goussid () Sy, Hemawimen jugdeid (P) @wpujd.! GUISFTIDLST SjevL_LiL|bsdmavs
&THG Curgl, BT gnuslw FCrmys gHlewerullst euflGur FlCeusmrsls uTiibghl SHEILIL 145 EGsT
Fipwe THUOSSIFDS.” GsarTed spCLlqulldT o dGar Gmphs uwsbsl LG (Low-
Pressure Zone) 2_meurdlmg.”

9|88 Crrddled, ML 135hE GleuelCuw 2 srer erflullest g LiLGFuled BT pHHLD s Y Flsrs
@ wriugred, wss Geumiuriiger srrewrors (Pressure Gradient), oiquflev g baisirar
suenTL_ 60 P Cemresrg CFCmriys giswerseaflsr suflCw aflsws Gasrew® 2 MlepFliLBSIng:.’
B)51 smaTev 'Geuepat L' (Venturi Pump) Gewsoumiigm @ phmlevih @)ewestwimesm@in.4
5.4 QarLigdlF swearur® (Equation of Continuity)

Flreu L L GFletT QBT TFFF FLo6STLIML 1q 65TLILG

AV = AV

Grullet Gmi%@H6eul B UTliLeTe, (A) oo Curg Biler SlewFGeusid (V) 9B &M@,
G TbLisT g uild GemenmrdsiLl Berer &rkisd STl (F®Hbims) @bss 55sIas Il
g iDL ulled aulgaiepsHIILL Herers).! Gnidu SrEsiuTess Ehdr Gussms ojhshss),
euewTL_6V Loeuet euflullGevBwr smiglallL Tosy LITFesTS HTeVTIISHMTF GFaTHenL W CFiiSIng.’
5.5 yallufiiy eflens (Gravitational Force)

SISOy pss (pwssts yallufitiy elmsmw g liLmLwrss AsTaT @6 Gupamss
gfley urFer ewwliLT@D.! sThs6leuTh eTeTr g QubSlr YnHmeid @)sry, Biflst
Qupews aflews 1w HGW GBIG UHPOTSI LLSTUBSSILHF D).

6. pafer HEwed CumrpuflwepiL 61 UL B purey

upphsLlpiseflst @GUlPGSHTIOL GSTfleVmI LD @atenpuw Bafer Biflwsy S L ewLoliLjsHerTest
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Sluice Gate, Outlet Regulator wmmib Bottom Outlet o flweupmieir Uil saEsg."

@)svBienasuilsir LIGUSTEW LI Ulriwrestwrer 61T 8%55%mIs a0 LweTURSSOILL L
'"NBsr@asr_(Heur' (Bissokotuwa) sreriu®iy  guuilsp wsEe  ewwlewuls  Curet@m
GUINSSTIDL D CFweLBH S ng). '

®)5H1GHDV55 LT BS Sreyser LeTeuHd L L euenenTuiled 65T @&HdbaBLIILIL (HeTeTsdT:

LT [BH\d HTyewt] CFryisTevds @evEien s mafesr LITF T
GUIHSSHTIDL] NCFrRamL Hloumr wsa (Modern

Sluice)
vwSTUGSSLILGILD = HHHIGD, OlFmise), — &l L seflwent @) HLoLy/eToo&

T msiT FEITEMTTIDL|F FTHG.|  UHOTIWIBISSET, BB 66T,

& (HBIS6EV FreuTheir. 't SrerdifL.]

M 63T L6V CF@mmiyd HIWETHET — RPUETOYHG  6UTL 6D UL W6V

GuosvTesTen Lo CLPEVLD sreflwms  sU_Hour@. QeusfGumm
pewmuiled  6u6TTL 6D P WITS;
GeuafllGummib.” (O LIE

CpeVLD  SHTTeUTT
Goussr(p)ip.”

bilwiev PHMV  Geusid Quss YHMemV | Y| F%

Bupriy S AL MR ~43.5%  Gopis  WSSSBTH
6UGUTL_6V ENUEEE LT HE T &6 6D
sLgSLILBHFHmg).! s HUuBSSHSng. "  oflienu

THUGSSISDS."

L1l i @& T 6T U EUITL_6V HVbs ~ FTHTTeNT UTFRT BHi  Gleumib sHevsrenti

[HET 6D LD FSHI0GE  Qupens  alBlGuwirsn. i HGw
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