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ABSTRACT

Purananuru, one of the primary anthologies of Sangam literature, stands as a foremost historical

testimony capturing the external social values and political traditions of ancient Tamil society.
Comprising four hundred poems, this work deeply records not only governance, warfare,
philanthropy, and friendship, but also the multifaceted social status of women during the Sangam
era. This research paper comprehensively examines the position of women in Purananuru based
on its poems, the works of female poets, and modern critical theories. Aspects such as motherhood,
wifely virtues, hospitality, the heroic valor of martial women (Moothin Mullai), the diplomatic
and political contributions of female poets, and the penance of widows (Aanandhappaiyul) are
critically analyzed in this paper. This paper aims to analyze from a dual perspective both the high
esteem women held in Sangam society and, at the same time, the social restrictions imposed on

their bodies and lives.

Keywords: Purananuru, Sangam Literature, Female Poets, Moothin Mullai, Heroic Motherhood,
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#maa (Abstract)

uhsLOIDF Fepsdsler Lmeurpailwsy allwulwBisenearub rfuwied wrLsenerujb UL Ly &Hg5i%
ST PSS FTHTDTS: CBTENS BIVSHEHST QRSTDTIT LDBTTYI HSDIADSI BIHIDI
UTL 60&6m6md Q& TenTL @)BHTeV, HIFTl &, GUITTpenm, Fews, HL L QpdleuDMmIL 65T FBi%HSHTeVLI
CuesTHafledT LIST(pHdF Fops bHVMSULD YoTHEll LUSle GFiigeTars: @)susurliumiie)d
sL(hewr, UDBTeTrHMIL UTLeV&6r, GlussTurh LjsVsuiseafler wswLLiysst wmhmib BeTears
Fmerriieys Cariur@hseaflsst oglinenLullsv ynprepTmMlsy GlusTseaflsr Blewsveww ailfleurs
QITIS DG, HTiienL, wensTalluller ipss GbDlser, allhbESHTIDLIY, LMEH GG L ClLewTsefeT
afreyewriey (cpsledr (psvemev), GluswTuTD LeVeuiseflesr &g wHmID Hrfwed wumbiseaflliLy,
STUMSNT  @)phs5  WaHeffleT ensbeny  Crrery (YSTHSLIHLINST) Y ) DFHISET
Qs Gorule Hparmie QEhunLEASTDar. FEEE FssHL OUSTEMSE §)®HS
2 wihs walliewuu|d, HCs Causmerulley HeuisHerg 2 L 60 HMID surpailed 6% FodHHLiLL L
Fepsd  SLHUUTHSweTUD @ Hupsner Crrisdled uvGLuTle OCFaems @)basL (HenT

ChTHBLTHS Oa Tt (H6Targ).

ysHwsF QFrmaser (Keywords): yppreprmi, smis @)evsaslwid, GLeTLITD LeVeuTaslT, cpdlesr

psLemev, e THSTIIHLD, wHLDeNLD CHT6dTL|, Y 6UTHSLIEHLIW|6T, FBISHHTEVUL 6LI6voTewsfWiLD.
QST DIDT
1 s GevadlwsSHlsv YD bTeyTHM6r sugsvTHmIF FmriLy

FBIS QVGHIWBISET LewTenL g Sllpfler eurpallwensy &, LmD eter @)  GlLHLD
BT HEMTTHL LIGSHHIH STL_(HSISTMEII. HHUTLPEY 6TTLIGI LOTHSTI 26T (Eh6ssTi6)d6M 6L LD
HTH6V UTLPENAIULD eWLOWILDTHS O1%TewTL G| 676316, Limeumipey eTedTLIgl af b, GlsTewL_, rari 4,

Gumi wHmID Fepsd S LewwlienL IigLILedL WTHdS OlGTeTL g 6T (HSH6\HTend BTV E1H6IT
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SmVANBHS LDBHTL eTeTUSTHL CUIHDOIL@L LYDBTETMI, FhiGHTVF Fepshddler GhrigLl
UTTHMIL LFlUTS HewLF DG

Curgleursll  Lpmeuripey eTeiTUg YeTsefledt CUTTSESOT  BLOIIGHDHHWEOTULD  (&MIBleV
weireriseafledt GlaTewL_ & Apliysemeru)d i HGw CuUaHausTHS &(HSLILIL L TEYILD, LDBTETHMILI
LUTL 60HemT QL pLorEds  sHGHLECUTSEI, YFFepsshidler @umi@Gallenswrseayd vusTUTL (Hd
HTUVTHNMTHYLD  Cluerser  allorThidweny  yevewrTdngr  Guewrsst  Qeumid &@LU
o pitiferiserraGur o  oyarsaler  BporEGar WG eI,  Fepsll
QurpIniflés  GuussarTsab, oPEBY  GurdliLaisaTTseyn, ofF o _awie

par” (PUSUTHOTTHALD, Y TFTHEHS% G ULPSHTL HILD GILITUTH L|sVTHETTHOLD &% Lp1bSI6T6T6vT T
2 gpuraileir CrTahasupid ity wpswmuiluigy|b

@)sueuriisurergl LnbTeTHMlsL GleuaflliLi®ib Glueswrseaflsir LIVEsum| LIDTEvTBIGEMOT auTeLTHMI,
Fepsailwsv wHmib CueiTenflwds Cariurl (B CrTdhdle) 9amiGHmgI. cpsoliLimL_svseaflsit suflser,
CuenTUTD LjsveuTseafledT LITL V&6, HlewenT-glewm allaTddsniser QY dlweunen ML LilesTesressiluims:ds

C&renT(h) D lie]d STeymHeT LiGLiLTiie) GFiiwliL@aSleTneT.

FhBIG HTVHHIV ClLIT eTadTLIOST 6L 1967 spaflwimrseayd, BTilger UedTUTL (HEF FHSHWTHeyLD
Gurppiiul’ L. 85 GCrriHglev, jeuersl &ML, eNEHLEMLD 6UTLPe] WHMID Hwrs 2 _ewrie|
yalweummledr 165 S gQuiepliniiul’ L Feps CBPpeOMET THSHMBW  LITEIRTE FLOSTHMD

SHTEHLOEW W 6% TEWTLY (HHHET 6TOTLIMSH WD (B)dbsL_(Hewr allfleurs oy rmiiFng!
2. yoBTYTHY VL CuaTHaflsr Feps auTpailwisd BlewsvLiLT(HHaT
2.1 wepaTwWSFST H|135HBHATIOTSH DD T6N]

FRIGHTVF FPassle0 GBHUS S Lenwliswuls Guenflds STHGLD  (poHeTewols CQurmiliy
CILIEYTS (61h S @) ULPBIGLILIL I (HhSSHI LOeHSTAIlWITETOUST LOEWEITIIMSH6T Gour 6TedTMILD, (3)6V6VS5SB60T
spaifl sTedrmiid Gurmmiiul L wrlilhe@ el$Sl L g Fhis @)evsEswGL 9@l YDBTeTHMleL HeLev
LeneTallds @ LINTLEHETTSHS HenTeUemeT aldhdhe0, GHWUL GluTmlienL pLPeHLOWTS FHM6D,
aumIeHLUlD D SeTTTE DEBPleW CLamiged wHmID B)eTipssCsTE ilhhbEsHTbLI
QFHsL GumsiTmemeu aflfleuTasd & L LiL{H&leTn 6T
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weneallullst Apliswud CsTarCL 9jauerg sHenreussiler Fepss WSIILTH Siwrefldsiiul L g . i
L auemerls upBlw P Ppsb FBISF GFiiujsTaaflsy @)L 1bELMIDCLTE), eueTg enswTallullst
SDEDLIWLD LewaTD WTeTewLiub CFigbGs @GmIILNBD eupdhsid Blevalwigd®. 3)5Hens W LIsSSTLS6T

FBIG STV & HIDL 6uUTLPHMS W6 6UsYIUTET Bl HHETLOTHS & (HSLILIL L 63T
2.2 o HCHTIDLISYID HLOPLT LiewTLITL (B LITGHISTLIL LD

SOIPT uewTUTL 1g6T 0% (pdhSlw HewLwrerorer eil(phESTIDLI HMbewsLt GLiewtwieuiser
ClueiisGer i GvgsIH &S Coiq aumid allphlarismen SsTGLTH a1rGaupmi, Hmisefl (b
2 _gTer 2 _ewremeull LIFTHGI eflliug @vevshsrdullet SemevwTulds SHLewwwirs oileThigwg
UDBTTHYILI LITL V&6 aunisniod @Gpedlgin Cluesst allbbEsTibLs) 9sHled®Bbg FHmIb
dipprgl eiriphs ugle|seer GlaleaflliLbsgislsTper

graflwsiser onn eumieww Bloaoullin @owssine apbs elGhglearors o usfiughers,
wperWledlsy ewersSHHL allenss FleweTewwCuir Yvevg Vel HfFAewwCur CsafsbgiF
FewL g all(hhsefldhs Cluapseafler Swrs o awriay FrearGmrisarTsd CUTHDLILIGSDGI 6Ly,
DD, DS, BTenTld, Rpsshd S 2 wilw allWEIURISDTS SMOYPDD SHOWPDDUITEL

UTGIHTSHGl 6ubS LITUTL (Dd HTeueVTHaTTHLI ClLIesTS6T allemnhidusTersri

2.3 9wOBM CuTHHHi Fepasts Qurmiiyb

FBIGHTOL  GlUwTHST  Hhiger @GOU 2 mldlerisensd wL (Hwevsurwe), LU HeILrHs
FPHSSINGLD YMOBDleww THSSHIMIoHGHL CUTMILILeDL WeuTHarTd eilermidleri 2 _suwrenio,
Gpirenio, e, LIsWTeY, (e &l waDHenm HeTDHTL euTpalled senL_LiLiliydhs Geuet(hLd 6T6edTM

& (HBSBIH6T GlusnTaafleit ClFwedLIT(hH6T cpsvid GCleuafliiLi’ L s

GOu  surbUlp@er L miSlelTwed  BTLigelT  BeVeuaTTFFEHGD  HEWEV(LPEMDEHENETF

CFWeLLILBSSHIMUGDGD CUSTGT UBISTODIOTT  GHYHDSHEHsSGHF FmiewsledkhnbEs
QPUIHHLD, ofF 2 ewriey, BTLRUUDD PSlweuDemn aueTiGeSHGHGD Fepsd HLEDLOMWF
ClFsueuGerr Blewm Ceummlevri

3. cpdleir (svsmevuyLDd LM @1 e TsT aTTd HTiiien ouyLb
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3.1 Frerm1 ywbHHHBHO 6T Fepasds HLsww (nmbregTm 312)

UDBTeTHmleD $Tileniods@ 0% 2 wihs Leflgdgieuwpd Fepsis GQurmiiyd Seflssiiul (hererg):
FBIS HTVSHIV @P(h STl H6T LHWTL GlUHM ueTiILSeT (PpHedTewid ChToHBD, jeueHeTL
Guridasearsglev efrermsls GuryTL g 6FauGs @& CIUHED(HHSB LEHMTF FeLpoHLI LI 6TET
ofrerra@Goug STulledl SLOWWTSS SHHSLILL LG4 (3)&H%MSSlenerls GLITETLHIGWITT 66T

Quessstur® yeveuir @umnmlw 312-94ib LT 60 WeG Clgefleurs allerd s na*:

FFETMI LM BH (HB6V 6T6lT HeweVdhdL_Besr! FTesTGmredr 9),d@HH6e0 Shewsd@Hds HL_Cevr! Causd euigdgidHh
Q&ETHSH6V Gl TV &S HL_Cevr! BetTesTewL HeLH6L Coubsm@d HL_Cevr! spaflm sumsir ) HEHFLOLD
Y (HEBHE Heflm eTHHE CLTHD SHTewernd@d HL_CGer!?

@uurLedled  FepssHPleT  peublaurn Y BISSSleT(HEBSGLD 2l SLewwHsT  GlHefleurs
umrwmISSLIL(bhSleTnert. ruller &L eow waemert Qupmi Cuemisev I HGLW; jeusHeTF
FTTCMTaTTESSHD Fhewsullsst sLeww; GuTt Qusd 6FUILH HHeug 6lHTeLeVeTET HL 6win;
peTOTL_Gews SHUILLGI BTLTEHD GCoubserller sLew; CUTTEHEEHMGSlL wWrewsTenw 6fLpdhd
Couppl Cupmi e1BSD G)everenenflssr si_smio’.

@51 'FTTED TS 6T GlFTEL FHI% HTEVSSI6L 65 TLD Blewmbs CuriafTenarGul (LpHTEDLOWITSS
GUS5H14. H6T WwHewT BT (HESTH Fhs STilenwullst GLHLISLD LSTwL g SLIDF Feps
S| LLILeT Lm&sHSSwemev GeuafllliLbhSaISIna>.

3.2 BHmB, HWIUGT, LDHM6sTd QBT HhH afrwnienss (LnbTaTy 279)

Gurfed GHussleiT Y ersEamerts UPCsTHSS CUTSID HTTTSH T 2 MIFlujL 6T Heor G
waepariyd GUITThGaTSEDE SILILD NS GILITeeT TMTLmET Qddn i LTFTSALTT
Lmiqw 279-94b UpBrETHmIL LT LLbiliysfng?. GUUTL airamas Hemaullsd ‘apgsr
(PeLEM6L' 6TEITERILD Flewmuiledt &S1p BewLodmg'0:

Qa0 fAbews; H1yg Gloust giemllGor; apglsir waefli Yped 5&6W: Cwaprer 2 Hm ClFGeiIhSG
BlousT speitever, wrewet eTPlhgI, HEH RUbsaTGCaT; CBHHL 2 Hn CFBelh@ GeusT
Q& pmesT, GlLIH Blewr allsvnid), 9y eTB L L L arCeT; @)eTmiib, GFHL uewm CasL®), aflhLiymHmi,
wwkiEl, Gausd ewdsdh G1ETHSHHI, Cleuaflg allflsg 2 1), urm wullid &HL erenTCleRTL Hall, sp(H
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&6 V6V @)V BevreT, 'QF(HLpsHLd ChrHdlF CFesvs sTesr allGw!'0

yhewsw Brer Gurfley Geueng sSHws Uswsauflet wreweTeww 6TFHisgI  Curfll (b
@mbgiul L rer®. Grpmi pewL_GunHm CuUTflsL @)auarg HemTeusT Y BlewTHMard &Tdh@ Gumifley
of rwrenro stiiglarrer®. Gk prisaCuCu shmpowwb saramaruh @pbs bsril,
@erm e Guriliuemm @lliLuamss CaslL el ar Sevmisalvens®. Lrmrs, o ewridd
Cuell LTy 2 Bslul B, 61 @Cr waseaTTSw Anusy s Geoussreniln YL ow 2 (Hdbd),
Ut FIrHM SMV(LPLgd ) sTaTOlewTl HL_alldF Fail, mauilsy Couswevd Gl&T(HSS!, "CUITTdHSHETLD
Grrédld CFsveurTwirs!" starm suflwignilidpmeir®.

YeVauT pddm i WTFTSSwmrt @eusrg sHewwwrer Cbecharndlamwds sanr® allwbg, "@)auers
FAbeng ClaBs, Qeust gHiewfley leseabh SHewLWTRTS; UPW WDHSHGGuilsy Linhs 6Lt

sTSTLSH G GousT WHPIVID SGEwreaTarst” srer alwpbg CurhHmA TS,
3.3 gwasuyip YyeOlujib: mienwullsir Qumdlss @nuf® (ymbrsyra 86)

Fer euuilmewmrs el surippbg CFTn GewSWTES 2 (Heuskldhgi't UTHILD HreumelLiesTiger 86-9y b
uTL e  Gmilewwuilest  wp 2 _ewrieweuujd  CUBHLISSmSW D  CeusefllliL@®SHID  riILHD
sallewgswrgot. eurenss Sewewruilsy 'yt  (PsVewev's FGiewmuiled YewLohs  F)rLTL 6V

eu(mLormy '8

FAnMIev Bev grewt LD, 'BledT LHeT wWirewT(R) 2 en@eTT?' sTerr llewTeyd); 6T6dT LOFHEST WITET(H 2_6m6dT
uilemid yMICweir; ppd el Caihg Curdlw Hv ewer Gumrev, meirm suullCGmr ()% 1G6u;

Ggresrmieusit TG, CGUTTdheendsrCGeyr! 16

H6iT B)evevg glesr Al grewentis LDs ClaTewT(h), "2 _6iT &6t 6THICH?" sTedTm aflewrallw HLI(HSGHS
STl oMl uFled @)FIuTEG?. "6TdT ST 6THIE, 2 6T6TTeT TN 6T G GHflwrg;
eTTev, L0 HmislF ClFeTn Wwemevd: GHewses GUTeL Jeuswerrll CUDHEIP(HSS suuwim @CsT F)BIGs
@ m&SIDGI; euswerd sHrewt allpoLlearmed Curidsarssn@d GlFearm sTewrifrms!" ereitm)
2 IS L 6T FnmiFMTert. GILTL D CpeVOTsd LSTDL G SLPSSHSIV STeHTHEHL 6T dnLq UL
af Ds6T HewLEHELILL LG (HhS SL L L dHensVdF AL LD, wEemert CUTTEsarssm @ SeniLiLjaugblev

STUILDTTHET STL_1g W HFFLOSTeOLOWLD LjsveaTTHS Mg 1.
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3.4 2 auwas HYIpFFujp el agliLenT s Hruieni 2 ewrieyd (mbrsyTm 278, 295)

Gurissensgley waer allwliyerul B @npHs CFFH CaslL. STl YL ujd 2 aIHHeMI
STEMSUTIySIWTT BFGFsrewerwim @upplw 278-9yb LTL D 2 _auewsd HWIPFFHS Flewmuiled

udley ClFig)eirerg)®:

BIDL eT(hgl 2 evmlw Blrbur Glwer Camsir, wperi] wmmiFleT, WpSHCuimsr FAmieust LewL S LlbHGI,
LOTWIEITET 6T M| LIVT dmm, LOTH LOiHE 2 DL HBHeTedT D ulledr, 2 TL. 6T6dT (LPEw6V
MG HCleusst, wiretr stevrd HAswerr(d), Casmrewr eurGerm® u® Ulewrd QuuwirT, GFBiserd
H1peyCeurst, Aewghay Coum YHlw LD WEHST HL_dbews HTEMTL , FTMH EHTHTYINID GLTg

2 oupgperrGer!'®

pglewowmed  Brivyser  Guwblewbgl eupplu  Cpmstsemerun, sTwer @sp  CumeTn
Sgenuilpeppuin 2 L w Wglw STt RHSSullLib, "o _6ir waer CUTTL LMSITHEGL LDWSIG
sri 1y CarmEmmigesrmeir” sTedTmy Fevi CUTIWITSS Fnpleori®. Hewsds Casl L smit Csruwpmmi,
"sTedT L&HeT CUITTHBNTHBD 9 ehFLI LDWPHIBILLT6T 6TedTLIg 2 evTenowtTuiledr, Heusnids@L
LTI igul 6T (pepevsnw YMISCSTPIIGLST st aughFlemid onpfl, ourGorpgls &®Hs)
Camiubhs Gurisserd Gasrprend. omGs Uewrmsemert yriigs CsBewasuilsd, sHedr L6
wriled eursT@eul_Hlul’ B 2 L vs6r Hewsbgl 6FTOTeRTD WL_BGHI HL_LILIENSd HeNTL T6TS.
IHSTLFlewid HMTL ST, jeuswarll GILNH6N[BHSS HOTOTTEN6TS BTL 196D ClLI(HLOFPFSF

S| L_hGTeITS.

3)CsCBuretm spereweauwimi uTigw WHEMTEH urLeflein (ym 295), Curissargglev BbHGeu
Aewsbgl @DbS H6T &H6vledT af T LOTTEWLIS HWTL (LPpGILDSH6T @hHSHluiledt summlus (pewsvuiled
uTed HIhSGl eTerm LFley @)L bQumiEpg®. efrCw uTeVTEF Frhs @)FFLGID FHRISHTOS

STUILDTTHETSIT LoD 66T 6> &) 2 FFHHL L FTTDTEHLDO.
4. Fm1EETOL QUERTUTD LeVauiHaflsT LjsVs»Ios S0 1pLd JTdFuisd M mepiib
4.1 QuessTuTy) Leveuisafsr Lus»LLIUTHSF Fmiy

FBIS  (QVSHWBISHET 2 (HUTT HTVHHlV  Cluemmer  ssvallulleid,  salldgieudsleid,
Gasirallsafleid Anbhgy allarsidleri. Gwrss Fnisli Levsuiserrer 473 Guley 41 CGui QuenTumh
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Yeveuigssit gyeuit. ynmpreprmmled wi BHib 16 Quessturd ysveuigsst umrigw 59 LmLsvser @)L ib
QumbmisiTeresrs. @)1 GLIGBTLIEVSUTHETST LITL 6V&S6T CLPSUPLD Y eWTLISVSUTHET LITIGUW LITL 6056

CLPEOWPLD LD BTETHMIGSTEVL GlLeiTser @ wevL) allfleurs ymlur wpigHmg*.

QRETHUWTT, PoHInT WIFTSSWTT, SHTEHWEUTIYSWTT BIFCFeTewaTWITT, HTeumHlLIEHT®H,
ysuramquer Gsal QUERGSTLEOUSNE, GuTSTRWTT, WLIGDTSSS BlLsOWTT,
wrplddssluri, @gowser @)er6leuuilefl, srwmisasrenilwri, urflwsefli, yBbiseasr o Galwri,
Guiisst  FerGlauullefl, Geousrenils@GusSwmi, Ceumlumiqul &TLESTEIWITT,  |6TearHT
BATUPOMOWTT, BEQESTORIITT, (WL SSTE Sarelurt GuTaty @UETLTD  LeeuiEsT

YDBTermHmid @ susrid CFidgerarsris.
4.2 917 Flwiev Y ,COTFHTHATTHALD HTHIMTHATTHOLD ClLISHTLITMD L]sV6M T 6T

FBIGHTOL  GuewTuTh Levauiser OCeumid seaillewgsemarts urheauGsr®h Blsrmiail Tiosy,
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