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Article history Abstract: The ancient life of the Tamils was closely aligned with naturel. The
Received: 25-07-2026 Sangam Tamils, who lived based on the land, shaped their moral codes and
Revised: 29-07-2026 modes of worship according to the specific geographical regions they
Accepted: 31-07-2026 inhabited1l. Among the Eight Anthologies, Kaliththogai stands fifthl.
*Corresponding Author Email: Composed in the Kalippa meter, this work is characterized by its lively rhythm
arthiarulmozhidevan1218@gmail.com and dramatic stylel. The section Mullaikali, composed by Chozhan
Nalluruthiran, vividly portrays the life of the people of the Mullai region right
before our eyesl. Among the five landscapes or Thinais, the Mullai Thinai
denotes the forest and forest-adjacent way of lifel. According to
Tholkappiyam, the primary deity of the Mullai region is Maayon
(Thirumal/Vishnu)1. This paper examines in detail the pastoral life of the
cowherds, the bull-taming events, the modes of worship of the Mullai deity,
and the unique literary merits found in Mullaikali of Kalithogail. The study
further explains how the worship of the Mullai deity and the distinctive literary
qualities of Kalithogai reflect the culture of Sangam-age Tamilsl. It also
highlights how the worship practices of the Mullai people were intertwined
with their bravery, love, daily life, and cultural identity.
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U1 F F(HIHSHLD

slpiseflear  Garevsurpalwsy QunewsCGur® @whbs BHlev  IglitienL_ullevrst
SwliewLd CaTeaTL TG, Blevsms IgliLedL wTsHs C&TewT(d) UTHS Fhisd
sUlpisst, sriseallsr  Qusbshismerud ofluT’ G YoPSDTUD  YbsHS  Blev
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BSTAUSTES HHWD S5C5Tams, SMILT GTeTaIb LTaMSWTY D4ears'. seTere
PEFWD, BTL& LUTHEGD CsTaTL G)bHTedlsd, Grpst HOMIBSSrarTe® LTl riur L
PVEMEVEH B  (LPLUEMEY  HleD  LDEH&HETET  eUTLpemeN Y FF HFOTSH BHLD  SHevor(Lpsdit Gevr
pmissiangl. mbsloansalld) oG glwer, sTEL &TH FTibhs G (pralw
PUHESSMHS GBIILSTGD. PeLsweL Blevgsler pgeiTenind Cipiiaib wrGuiret (H]mwreD)
et QaresTiun o erédns’. ssesTmaullar pimadsauld @)L @ LD
QUIT UTPEIlWIS), TSROV Bl 1D 6T, PV BleVs Gl iiien auflLT (B PePME&SIT HMILD
560150615 Temsullest @)svsalu wresrsever aflfleurs o rriiFng)’. pevewsv Blevdgid 6\g e
uPlLTHILD, 569150615 Tenas Uil6iT F6vfldgI6uLDT6T (R)eVd W LDTESTLSHEHLD 6TUNMTN)| FhidhHT6VH
sflipher LT oL t1 Lr&LedsasTnear sTaTUMSID 1psdemsd Blav ésefsr aufum’ G
Yo TaTD  Seuish  ofrsGsTEL, STEGur@n, oETmTL  eurpaluGar@ib
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1. yersmIsmy

st aurpalud® Qsrarm@sT GL GunasGuT® G)mwbs B LILTET SjeolienLis
QasrenrL_gr@!. Garevsriflur Blvgems psvewev, GHBlehd, WS, OBUIZED, LITEN6V 6T6wT
LhpSlwasaTEl UGSS, aCaraTiDGn 2 flu Cpuagmsud RSESDSU|D
suewrwmISsIs ST gerri!. "wrGurer Cuw srT(hedm 2 s eTesrd GlHTevSTLILNWID
Burppiis e P, sl gidmamsais ‘Quiseis Guise HOEEED
QBTRTL (5 o_sTaTSIOTAT HOILTIILTS alarbi@AsTns . SIisTRSE6T IHmEMILIL|LD,
BTE515 £L&Eh ST506T smsu b GUED G)hS BesHeT wupe W TeT aurpalluienas
Fhig B)eVSHHWLTET H60501STens L0s HIgWISHLTSL Lgley ClFiigererg .
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YPevemev BlevgFln@flw Ggiieurer FlwHwrsd (LorGuwirer) obs Blevsgler LesrLm G (b
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@eves BwsSIL s allorsEin 50050sTaasuleT raTearh, e Hlevd CsiinsHer
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aflfleurs o rriidng’.

2. 1psvsmev Hlevg Sleir Lyailufluisv QeHIOLILJLD FeLpss 2 (hHeUTHEAPLD

Wema sreTLgl LSTILS SUPSSE LESS SPWOLLL pbs amss sUlpT Has
Hovemsallsd gaTHTED!. STOD ST FTIHS  GLESERD  (Pome  Hlewrs
uHTWDISHILBHSSTDET. whaeT GubesCur® Glewbs aurpey auTpbgl Breflssams
sueTiiLgBh@ e Blevliuggl G)5Ca Y@ (e Plessled @uinepsew sTEITLITTHS)
poL]) eury CeussrH!. 9BIG uTPEHMSE GlTUWTSS CHTATHTLE GLTLYE CUTSETHS
CaraaTme dnlgwl euewsUle QuINens WweslHemis@&d glswent CQFisng!!. o s560l6T Hauemsv
@wphg Gleflw sraflw aurpsems eewe Blevgslsd swobdlhohang: .
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@)TOMiI 8 196 FWPSTWIOTII SEPIDBSSI LPS6T (P50 PV KevSEOTED. SSeTTED
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wéEHaflarsslsr smaamimLw L AsE yPlGplurs omwbsg’. Seust abslu Care
O|UIVL_UI (LG LDEHH6T 6U6ewTHIGLD CHTevTs BledTmgl!. jeusit Bhevew pewmuile CrieniowiTds
Sy EpiD STVSED Sbss Cared QamGsrd srart asWLILL L g . et QpBlpamn e
S EpD STVSED 95 G QaTRHRGHTD sTart LPSEILL L g,
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aflenmigweney rH&Cer Y@ 9 upBlGuw 'wr®' eTeTHTE 'GlFsVsuLDd  6TETERILD
CQurmepd Sjwwbss’. @auppred, GeTomils iy YU YOD YWSFIE ClFDeuD
Crirpp prafab e Hlvgslsd Corppib CuHnms S| plwepyspg:’.
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3. Wpsvemev Blevddhlesr LpLIGLIT(HETH6IT
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3.1 ypasHEuTmer

pleowpd  QuUTrgIh wWesHELUTMmHeT erTeriL(Bd!. wpsVsmed FBlevid ewipeuard GCUHMIS
STOL VLD Ldghl SPSD oNenBIGD STV &TISHTWTGLD!. SHTTHTEVD  6T6TLIG)
T GHMMUW SLOP LOTHBIGH6TEV Qpeuewtluyd Ll L rflujid alw @) ® Slhisepra@’. obhsds
HTVSFlL Liheuenlp OGTL i TG BT euerd QuU@msF GFuiuyn!. 1460 2 6rer
LOTTBIGET 6T6VEVTLD HewLpd@LD; OlFly ClaTigdhsT sTeVeUTD GFPSGLD!. LypTaafls Lsveusns
LGV &6 LEVHLD!. @)SHWHIW HTTHTVSS6V LDV HET LDV HI LOEWTLD HLOLYLD FAMLIL|eL_wig)
WTeweVdE  STeVwr@G!. 9 Hedler &STiaTVSSIL CUHLELUTWSID, wTewe ChrdgldF
A LITIpEID LpeVewsv Blevdd &M WpsHELTHarTeHd: GsTerariiLBslsrmenr’.

3.2 spLIGluT(peT

(LPEVEMEV BV B6T & (HLIGILIT(HETHET Blevddler @ wsvCLT®h @)emewtha % mewrLiLi(hdermest’.
@)bBlevd St pHeiTewiod Glgiieuwms wrGuimssr (Hmomed) eutflur Li@almmesr!. wdhaoseflssr
PSEITEHLD 2 _6WTUTSH 6UTGLD FTeWOUW|D HewLoFleTmer'. HTiiiged Sflwd LoTedT, (LpuIey
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psvemev, CHmeiTy)] ey @)bBlevddm @M (pseiTemio evisearT@Lb’.
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wwhHBS!. B)HaTTCoLEW (LpsLEMEV 6TEITLIGI HML| 6T6TenLD GILIT(HeT 2 _ewL_wgTullmm’.
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3.3 2_MuGumrmsir

Ypeoewew  plegslh@lu o MLEuT®msT 'Gossid @Hss0 pliilsswn @G0’
SOVAUDISETHES  powal  QurpiwCur®  RHBlulBhy  ETESBSSCL  @)seir
QueLirEid!. 560505TamaEulsT WomESNIL LTL s @b §)WsHmT aIrbLsEnhsEs
WsFAnhs @evsdl  augeaunbisenTss Slaspslearmer!. &TilLhouSSleT  6uHems L,
WTeeOlICUTIPSleT  ewwdlujb i  weeflfledr SHTSB(HHHL HIUIEDTU|LD,  pUIT
WL bHGTHeM6T afFSHemaub ad ADLILTSd gnmisleTnent'.
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'"56VCLo6vf] 9EHFET 2 (HEUEIT, &L _6V6UGUITERTEI 6T60Td B(HLOTEOI6T 6UEKTERTLD FBISLI LITL 6061
usveupMley CumrmmiiLGEmg'. "Beflpeymallsr GpyCurssr" (Gu@bLITsSTTHMICILIEDL
402), "oyeprameymeusst (ypprsnmrmi 174), "wppbi sustsrewreir” (Quoumsmrmrppiivisne 30)
TeTLMa @)sNEE Apbs FTTISMTED!. FESTULML, auebfd FhE opsuahen
bl Gufliu wEHHeWOT 2 WL WEURTTHALD, Fl(HLosewer LTTLIL &THIGLISTTSELD,
AIQITE 2 s  STHSUMTTSD  (PROLILT 1960  Smuwred  LeTaimnrm)
Gurmpliu@Smresr!:
.. CrLIGuiT(®

susvIbLfl ClUTMSHS LOTHTHIG HL_bews

B OFev BlIlTHs wresv (evswevriur @ 1-3)
4.2 QunensCuir®h Gewwbhs eufllLr®HID @& Ie»eudsdn dg]LD
(LPEVEMEY  Bl6V LDGHHET QUITHET 6TITLISTEV, YBHIWTHMOTL LITSHIHTHGHD BH(HLOTEHEOW|LD,
UeVrTeT mmid Smagewreflesr ofrd GCFwevssweruyd Curmny)  suflul Hereresri?.
TNISWRBNSG WPSITLD LISTLID GIewalsdnb5Tiqd SHOTMO MTDSSINIGI Ijeuideflsst
LeTUTL (B rLTd @)(bhSSI-
QBTev&STe SlEMwrh LTeyd GomevsT

QBYDP PreH Clpsseren

CaTHolTY GCasTersaisy aye@L GlewrssrGeu
(56015615 Tem5:104:78-80)
sTedTm LITL_60l6V, GG TeiTewiowirer 5B 6\ rmaf afsid Hl(HLoredler FEHrHemslt CuTrnHmls
Qarent® Grevar 2yHCTD; WPLYBIGD WWIFD CBTTL GlGETETAIST LITTIY WG aUTiienLo
SUDTS PHEWTLHS QarsTasu L sr o mamear oer GauamT@ srert GUIHKE OsTem ()
Gremeu 9 HGeurid 66T UTLPSHS], LIHLPWISTHIW HBHewTUjewL W FddsTLILIen L Guimestmesr
Bl BT auflLITigwbHDIFHeSTD T
Cuogid 5605615 Tewas 105-9y b LimL_edlsv:
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@)liLgd srewertt Curenyd GlFTeLE0EH6\SHTEdTHR LTLIeNewT GLosd LsiTern! ©ldTesvTLy (hd @ LD
FEETSSTewTLI CUTHMICeuTLd; HTHS6T LIVeuNMME ewaLILINHMIE ClaTevwT(h ClHedTerTTL WL
9}EHLD GLITH WILEMmeVS FHeweveaust Y (Hallaser LTud @)ouIpensv euenrulled GleusiTm| Ljdk (YL 63T
afloriis o se Geus®b sTeTml HHLorepevrt GUIHPI LreyseTmeari!.
5. 9w sumpailwispid Qummerflwied &1 LoD
Yo Boss opui weseldr ampelud san elmwuyn GUbms STiHs
S|WLOSUJLD BlewMbHGI 6TeTLIDSGS LD B)evdbdSlwmiser allfleursd sri(hdlermesr!.
5.1 gpuiFHwifer STHTL auTLpayid G\LIT(Herl w16V LO6ST LILITET 6w LD U] LD
Quisefler ef oL g s&nn werCsusd @)L liul gmsSnal’. 9wmGs erh WGHSHwTad:
ALsAps!. @ssmaw oft 1960 aliguharamaullsd Unmessr Peildss sragh GbrsH
sTaphgl, Hulli sewLub whg TGHSH Hulli seoLApTer YuFd!. Fuili seLuwb el
yedlullesr wppdad Cumrsd Casldmal!. suiliflsy GleussremlimioTesr HTeTTET (LPewaHaHar GUTeTH
YPWHHET @) (HSBSTDET!. HSHHMHW (LPeHEHEHEMET L0 51H H605 allHFlermg!. Cleuesssr@ e
BISHTHENET 6T6VVTLD H6311CW sT(HSGHIF CFidHmmer oy u1dFdl!.
I @ sullfss Qeusireniin LsTeafasr QUITHHEIW MITEIW 2 L Ul GL S5 sTHSS! LydksarTe
Qziitg) sl g6 GLosd massIsEsTaN(H sravsullss Guori alpss Gsodprar!. Gureamy
ailpmIt CUGD LTL BISeeard CSTaI()) aIbgl ST SFDDSHTI YPOTOUHEGD > 606
oefsEprer!. Caing Gouas6emrenw CBUIWLITES HSHE alleweowiTe &L 1gLl1 LSIDELITET
QBTHGHTVID GeUEHTL TID 6T6ITM| LOMISHIMITET, YOTTV HHMEG alleweVWITS 6T(HEMLOW|LD
L&D B&THSST GupmIs CaTerdmmrer!.

"@) B wpeir Cousd sTHLILI®R suswliileir" GLmib. (154 -165)
BU 1901 UHDEALTET QBTHSSTID GaUSITL T sTETHI DISS], AUITa|EE 2 SallTaraDand
QT [HES abMisE Qb QsT@Ss Wain oy iiddullsr waTiILTETL 9T TSsHEss)".
QupswasCuThH GwwhH sTafll QTSNS YeWBUITE, UTLPHMEHEHF CHET LIWeTLUL TS
Lg&EIUTeTewsT jsust GUTHLLBSGSTL alll B HLrured CFLSImTsT!. QeTTeL L(HS
BlVSSTT GETHHGD 2 ewraylt GlUTHEHsE GCTi alH@ HeusT, HeUTH6T 6T(HEMLOW|LD
LsaD  SHSTR  Opil  smADTET.  QFdasms  QUTELUGSSTS  sTeflapiowib,
9bBleweullGeuCu 2 aTeys@H CFTYISHEGL 2 Falurareuhenm GLTHGeTeT LoFldELD
SYDBUYID S[6UEHS @ GWDLITS JspiopbgisiTere .
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5.2 9y Blewr CiisHspid ClLIeTaH6T LIBISaf 1L
Qi w&ef | S Blewrenw CuIlILgNHETS QL 19d CFsauriser'. @)sHmerd &60ls061%Temnds
Ulesteupormy L oLl $5165 ST HE MBI

"LIDLTED BMhS SWDLTHMS HSTEM VT

gribUls Llewllsg1, wevarplfE), wriishs
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@ U s swhsmer ojsial el TEEE eI s seTDismers
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QrenrewLujn s CHT L G INE @LIgdF QaFvsui!. pevswev Blev waafli oy Blewrasener
Guiig56060 gymmlw Failrts unkisafllienud $60lg06%Tens LTL O BgafleymisaiSng) .
6. gpuwirgev afyapiv TmiBageBevitd
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Fas  prosels Lurawrs @omeeueloin $050sTmsulld e @i elfarsds
sralILADS".
6.1 smigageuslisir Fepas aflFlujib sar spagdaapid
S wirser L0l poHedlw Clamigwr ailevnbigsefllW(HBbH Hb LG PDHeOlw G)OThISN6TS: HTdHD
Geuemrigw Blewsvulled @) Hbgevri!. GLogid BHTL 1g65T 6TEVMEVLT LGS STL TG Lewdseuller
BTHEEGEVGE WSO o I Laugd HUILGHGW. YBOTH Sauissr af b o L WeITTs
allariis GouanmgulBhss! . eTaTGa ST, ST TS aIFD DL i afrid dEsaTTi
allariis Gauam@h oTar aaTealiaril. oSaT STIGWLOTS Tm Siehd  BEpsdew
TpHuBSSleri.
Qi GHOUSID LIDbs @G CLuST®MTS FlHLoTD ClFiig) CIHTTOISETTE, JaEhsS
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supdsd'. Gbs omismers swell 9L&GasDHE efriaer sTSslmILTTSET. QsDHTH X
BTST GOIHSOUED!. STHI SEHFTON HMTSHV LGbS! TmISwer eTHliTHgl, Sjeum il
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