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Article history Abstract: The Thirukkural stands as a universal code of conduct encompassing
Received: 20-07-2026 all aspects of human life. Within its three sections-Virtue, Wealth, and Pleasure—
Revised: 25-07-2026 the concepts found in the 'Wealth' section (covering politics, governance,

administration, civil affairs, justice, warfare, economics, friendship, enmity, and
the welfare of the citizenry) remain relevant to contemporary political
administration. In modern democracy, principles such as transparency,
accountability, corruption-free administration, human rights, social justice, and
good governance hold significant importance. The central theme of this study is
that the Thirukkural emphasized many of these political norms two thousand years
ago.

This article presents guidelines for good governance by comparing the political
thoughts found in the Thirukkural with contemporary political principles. It
explains how aspects such as the qualities of a ruler, the qualifications of ministers,
the judicial system, the welfare of citizens, state responsibilities, war and peace,
taxation, ethical leadership, and the eradication of corruption relate to the
fundamental principles of modern political administration. Furthermore, it
highlights the enduring relevance of Thiruvalluvar’s perspective that political
power should be a responsibility to ensure the welfare of the people, rather than
an instrument of domination.

This study not only reveals the connection between classical Tamil thought and
modern political science but also serves as an effort to re-examine the universal
political vision of the Thirukkural..
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QY U16)F G (h 31D

wells aurpalsr U HELTES QBMlsmeriyin o arar_sdw o @t QLTS BToOTssH
F(mBGmer aileThiGHSTDEHI. BT HMID, GLT(HeT, @)edTLD YFw epedTm LIGSBSEHsT
QurmLuredsd @ UMD Hrfwey, Hewwddwey, rewiwisd, o Pluwsd, LsmLuluiev,
B lwiev wHmid Gquilwedlsy y&lw ey @uevsaflsh 2 6Ter &HBSHIS6T @siTemmit o7 Fliisd
BlreursSSH@EHL LT (HhHdbdm 1gwened. befer wahsarml & pewmulled GleuaflliLienL dgeiTento,
CuTmliyenTiey, 2ompevMM BKlTeuTsd, wesflgd o flewwdssT, Fepsbd LOHMID BHeVeLTL Fl&
Gariur@sst GUTaTDEnsy (Pdhdwdgieud GLMSlaTDeT. @)dFHemabws Hrfluisd ClbMl(Lps»m 6T
UsvauDEDMS Bl(hdhEGHM6T @)Tessr_mTullyid ye0T(HdbEhdh@, LPeTGL susdlwymibHlu|sard sTeirLIg)
@)susuriiadlssT ewLoWId: & (kBT ELD.

B)susumiiey FlmasGmetley @)L1bELMID rFws) FhFemeTHenarid, FLoHTV ) rdlule)
Y e HEMETULD PUILITIIS OEITETH BeVEVTL_&Flda Tevr P& T (HHeVFHewer
CeusflliLPSHSSTDSH.  SOIUILUTS  PSHVaUTlIT  LIGDTLS6T, I ewEFFTHafledT &@Dl%erT,
BBIPEOD, GHLYLDHBET BV, YrFer Glurmiliyser, Gumi wHmMID Hewwdl, suflaidliiy,
PPIHBLOTET HEWeVEWLD LoMHMILD 2ar1ped spLPILIL) GLITETMD T MISHET FLOBTEV T F IV BT 6UTHSH60T
IliuewL. OpPlaGarT® sTeuauTm GHTLTHUBSlSTHT 6TeiTLMS ailaTd@GHHmEH. GLogid,
T AW HBSTTID 6T6TLIGI YBdHHS &Hallwra @)sVeVTLO6V, &6 heVd &mHalwTe &) hdbe
GeuelT(hLd 6T63TM B (HeuETEH6UT6T LITTemeu (B)TMID HTVLIGILIT(HEHSLD uTliibsSTH ) (HLILIHS
d(HS51HSTL_(HEDE. Ps5Ceu, HOlpF  CaFsuallwed  Gevddwiwrer  FHdb@GHmerfler
Absewersehs@  pefear rfws  gPlalwgs@d @ ullevresr  GgTLiLilemerr
OeuefliL®5516uCHTH), SlHabGmefler 2_sgserTaill 9rfws) LTiTensusww WeTTiley GFuIujb
YupAurs sjeuwpsisers.
Y EWF QFTDHET: Bl(HdEGM6T, Fl(HeusTEheuir, HrFwsd CBYLPHMBET, HEWLOFSF:, T F6iT,
BT &, Ppdsid, FapsEs), seTHTISD.

QST T
S @evsFlw sureoTHPley 2 euserTallw FAbsHemarsemer 2 areTL_dalw WEF FAnbH

SDETOTES HmEGDST HEpAns. Garn, GOwry), wHh, ETOL GUTHTD TEOMEMETSE
sLpgl  wefls eurpellsr ouliveL. CppHlamer  THSSIPISGD  @bHTOD, Y rured
g Wlailwedler LVGoum CaTlLT(hEBewaruld 2 sTarL_&s&wgsrEayh alerh Gaslngl. Golliursi
CQuUTHLLTEIlIT 2 6ToTL &%  eOLHLU|D  YHT  YTFWe)  (LPHPSHEHIeISHeDSU|LD
Bl BHasTEHaIDTEDS,

“OrFluisv Pew Wbyl W LOFFUIs) FEDTHHI

2_Heusd ST Rt PeryiaT L) - G)HG s

HearusoL Byl uSCarp@iy udlsrepstn

TTOLIT(HET eripmip G)sweu.” (HmausiTemeunTensv, 26)
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6TaTF HL_1955TL_HEMGI. B)Flev @)L 1DGILIMID B HTTBISET 63(H BTL 14 63T BlTeUTHLD 6TeoUT M)
Sfswiow CousmtHId sTHTLISDHTET (PLEHLOWITET T UIS) HEH519HDS OILpEIEH TN 6.

@)sttemmt 2 svdled Tfuiey eTedTLIG Gloumid L' F ewLlILITE @)6VVTLD6D, LD 6T
posr, QeelliiLenL Ssarenn, QuUImItiyewiea), walls o Amwssr, L sdar o,
paripeUMM BliUTHD, FHMIFGHWY LUTSHISTLIL, LUTeOleT Flodgleud wHmIb Fepshdl Gurerm
LsvGeumy Lo meTBIS e 61T d> OB TEMTL_ ST 2 6iTerg|. B)dHHewBW 9T Futev
BV LpedM & E1H 5B TET Y LPLoTedT SeuTaH6T B(HdhGHMerlsL 2 sirarest

. UTSTTEFST euidhsm “of_(h UTLPHNHHE igLILeDL_WTesrd 6T HelTH6ELD
BTL® euTpEens. bs BTH UTPSEMHESE IIgLILDL. YTF WD’ eTETAEMTT. NS UIT6D,
FlmeusiTepeui yrFeflsr seflliul L @uEssamsulb, ewwssFisaflst 9nleys Smeneru|id,
Gy wésaflsr  posweruh,  Fylullsr  Geufwggud,  CUTHNTSTY  eISTSMSU|LD
RSTEHTEIL_TST)I RIS G MTSGSDTIT. YHSTTE H|(HdSMET P (B HYDBIVOTSH 0L ([HIL0eTD]
rAwey FBTeursSHDETOT RUHSS WHECUWLTHES HTVSMSH SHLHHID allarh GEmg).
@sas_Hewr, FmasGmefs) @LbCUDID Hrfwe) HAbsMOTHMOT FLOHTL Y TF IV
CpplapsomsGerm(® @il B YT TUISISTDS.
Hmas@mefled Yy rFflwev HAbsHeneaTullear IjiqdhHarid

Slmeusirepeui wefls eurpallsst HMEBBEemer L BTy, Hyrfwe, Blieursid,
QuIr@BeTTHTID WHYID FUps RUEIEG AfSwWaDBIDSTET Blowoowrar FHbsemeTsseru|m
QUPBIGLD 2 V&L GUTEHIedDWTGEHD. GOUILUTSEL CQuTEHLurs) LG ullsed @)L beumb
TFW FTTHS YBGTIBISET, @ BT 96T YU Fpewn HMOBYewW g liLienL_wTHd
Cxrenr® ewww CeusdrBHd eTedTLINS Ul wMISFHIFTDET. SlHeusiTeheurler ordluisy
Apgearullsst owwbsnbis, ADC ' Auller IysHeTid saTUSTEGD. YTHST 2 Wikhs
Cprésid whseflst BesT, BH wHDID Fups ywglow 2 PIFILOSHNSTS BB
Cousr®ib sTaTLIGSH HeuTs KewavrILITL T @b,

FhBIs @evdbalwnbiGerle) b L Fwirerfler LT BT 19657 suaripld spedTtGmTelL_TesTm)
QST e WS Tes SESLILGESTDT. Qerepauwi,

“sTeueu1f) BevsveUT Iy (Hlou T

Sjsitantfl Bsvswev sumiflur BlevGerr” (uppreymrm, 187)
setm GPILGauseT apeid, BT A Bevayn GLSE0 Fapsupn QFPILNID TETLMS
2 ewriggHmri. HCsCursrm, CordlLresrmi

“weiresreir 2_uflisCx wevisemev 2 svasd”  (Ymbrenrmi, 186)
6Teurds g, raFefler verGu Briilger o wililiys@ld euenTiFflE@Gd IigliLienL wrs
WA MG eTeTLMS udluymisHFDTI. @eualll FhsF FreTmIHEHD SHeusTemeuflst
T FWeL FbBeMeuTl|L 63T % (HhHSH WL pMHMmIeHLOeD WIS 615 TevT(H6iTeaTest.
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9 5C8eu, Yrfwed ewwliiled Femeveusit 2 wiihs CUTHILIHLWLD Y BISTTSHeNDU|LD
eudlliLeuest  eTedruBTeY, GuTEpLureder OCaTL&555C0Cw  ‘@ewmwml & sreiren)b

IAfsTrSms  Swwsg, Aphs YrAurarpseiu v smeTs  HmeusTenaut
allerd @I mri. HmdbEGHmeaflsD S TF6eir, HeWWFFT, LWL, T 6T, GILIT(H6T, LY L0dhH6T 5 Wemeu
T FeT 9SS WTeauF n MiSeTTSS GDIIUIL_LILGBSlSTDH6T. G)emwel SevflssHeflumTs 90TV,
RTEMTELTeTm OBTLTyewL W BlieuTsHd gonIEenTeHF GFweoLL CeusT(HILD 6T6T 66T EMH6UT
suellumISSIFDTT. @)Fee,

“UDLG1} T PSS B LITEHT HMILD

2 ML WITET TFHET gm.” (Hmsemeir, 381)
6TedT)  GWefley sp(h BTLigedT uedlewiD LDL, @LLddHH6T, OUTHETTSTILD, & MewLowi et
S| eWL0&E, BLL| BTHIEST HDID LITSISTLIL) Tt Haslul AnI grewisellst g wising
eTedTml  Flpausiremeui T(HSHHMTSSDTT. )& BeTewr Hrfwed Hvlalwedley gn LD
pmBSmanhs 9L FAwsom (Integrated Governance) stetrm Cariurl 19H @ RHSSTGLD.

@) perTeL, BlHEEGMefler yrflwed Absemestmst sph GOILLIL L STevGHlest S rFrml_g
YoD&GT W HGW  STUPISEILLTOD, HDEBY, CuTmiIliyawiey, FH wHDID
W&HSHETHOLD Y wWeauPNemD G LILUDL WTHS OCETIL  HWATHFHISE  HTEVBISEHSELD
QuUTHBSHI g HrHAwed  Hogleuwrs  allaThiGalsimet.  (euauemsmsuilsy,  FLOHT6V
waeserT Aullest GgliuewL alllwkisemer allarmidds Carsreugn@G WH L (HeusmhELb
FBESDT R(p CFsiallusd anflsriiqurss SlsHsng.

H(mH@Gmefled BTl FdhsTear CBM Lps»mHaT

Fl(meusiTEheui (psiTemeud@H Hrfuwiey FAbsemeruilsd HeVeOTL & 6TedTLIG HMOBMIewW
IGLILDL WTHdS  OCHTTL.  WwdheHeTbhe YU Awr@. Hrfwed  yFsTrd  SHevflbev
CBréssshdmarsll  LweaTuBSSLUL T, B&, GCohieww, OGurmililentie)  wHMID
CuTgIBVEM&T BleWVBIMISHID HHalwTs Hewww CeusdTHID 6TedTLINS GILITHLLITE LIV
B ETrhIser euflwrs  euedluymissiEIng. BTl Adssrer Sjgliuent, o Fuwreriler
RUSHWPID DTS DSTET STTLIDSS FlhausTenali Cisefla)LBGSSISDTT. @) gewer,

“9pdsETm SjouTCleuger @)siresr TaGlFT6v bT63T @ LD

Bagdsr GuisTng ymiv.” (Hmab@per, 35)
6TOTM  GHM6T 2 ewTidhHlsIngl. Gurmrenw, Gurrens, FHerid wHMID HHEHOIFTL Iy &w
Ghphsmers saliiuGs omurEh dar st @GPIAGADTE. @)seuemswuTer
SATRTL_SHHUPLD RUSHHUPLD YU Awirerflesr gliten 1 LewTyHeTTsS ewiow Ceuswur(HLd
TS GGG D YHLTS aIDISSIEDS!. S CHEUTED,

“ It phEET HVeVewou HdhdH) M6 (19T

LOTRTLD 2 DL W HIar.” (Hwas@mer, 384)
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st GMeifled, 9EBHIuedBbS allvsTiosd YF Sl YshH], TRTSSILID Giswila|L_giib
& ClFiiLeiGear Anbs Tt sTars SlHeusTEnalT THSSHIDTESIDTI. F)&%WHHSI6T CLpsvLD,
AW ST updbasLs CUTMILILL 6T ) enenthd (hdhd CeusdT(RLD 6TETLIGID, LD 66T
peVGer il Aullest 2 wihs Crrdaswrs @)Hdbas Ceuanr(hid ereTugId Ogafleurdlng).
glmpeusrenali I Aow yEBY wHDIb Falullst gl uilsd allsréalusTerenio jeurg
Qrduwev wHMID FU L F FAhsemeruller 9 sHens GleauslliLBsHS NGl @)FHoTTCVCW LTdL T
. @QurCahBlrest, H(HeusTEheuswr ‘FL L euedVBi sTedTmy CUITHMISI DT

GLogyitd, meVeLTL & eT6dTLIGI TFesiledr Gesfllil L Fpewiowimed L (R 2 (HeuTHT].
9B IPUTTHS HeWWFFTHET, BHFTTHS Blieursid, Blwrwwrer euflalgliiy, wdaeflsr
Gwpsars: Cal () FisGh % Awpeom WHYID FUL SIS (P&t Fingbgiaid Ysluten s
QRHBIFEHEVTLILITEY (PO LOWOL B MGI. @)soHmaw FApsemerser Gsrewmw psvsvr & (Good
Governance), GumrmiliyswLsow (Accountability), GeusflliuenL ggerewio  (Transparency)
womid FLgFler 1" A (Rule of Law) a8l CarilLim®sephL_eir &hdbSuev @nmienLosniid
Qara@sterar. 95Ga, Hms@ner aueliynISsih BoWT Ad QsTaTamEEeT STahEESTHID
YTAWED RUESSHDHTHT FleweOwITssr aIflETL HBOHMTSS Bl DalsiTD 6.

FHTV Y TFwisv QBN pewmEEHLD H(HbE&Hmatlsr CLT(HSHSLILITH LD

@sirempw 2 _0a YrFwedlsy Bevevrl F, GleuaflliLewL g sHesrewio, GLITMILILEDL 6DLD,
FU L sHer oy f, walls o Mepssr, FupsEs wHYID waser LKGHEHL y@wemear T
CBM pedMH ST )1g LILIDL & T MISOTTEH & (HBLILIGSSTMET. dhBarTL & (Lpewmuilsy ) rFledr
QFWLLIT(HSH6IT Lod&ETl6l HeVeweT ewLWLDTHS GClHTenT(h jeww CeusT(HLD 6T6edTLICH FLoSbT6V
rFwev AbgseweTulledt swWSE HHGSTGL. @) bBlewsvuilsd, @)ressrLmuilro o HSEHdBSE
werert @upmiinl L Fwps@Gmeaflsy @)L bClumid rfwisd HApsemersst, @eTenmis &
WPpeOMHEHLILD YdFFlwlitiL G555 auensulled GlLIT (b H6Tm6uT.

Flmeusteneur, yreriAullesr BleweviGupTerg DD, BH wWHMID whBefleT
piodlsews  FlwappPlet 155 YwsDG  sTHTUDS Ul DISHIFDTIT. s
plojwLwerisaflsr  HCorFmareow  agHD,  GRBlODW  RITUHS Py ClaHss
Gouet(hLd; GHLlgLoHHETIIT BVMSTL LITHISTHS Couanr(hid, FL L ID HeWETeU[HS%GLD FLOLDTSH
B pewmULBSSLILL. CoauenT(D  eTedTUT Heurgl HrFwed FHAhsemerullesr (ipdhsluids
FnMIHETTGHLD. (3)Hem6nT,

“sreisTentld glewila &HmHLOLD FH)ewilHobLissr

sTewTsmou st B)1pdhE.” (Hmas@meir, 467)
sThTD @msit Cigalle|LuBSSIFSI. sThSHF ClFWID I H6T allswerejsemer TTIHS S L AL H
CumesrsrertiLiL. Ceusssr(Hid 6T6aaTD B)HabHbEI, @etewmw GETeremns auigeusnioliny (Policy
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Formulation), glieursg L ifli_sv (Strategic Planning) wpmib Qumrmliyewrieydldss o
(Responsible Governance) e #lweummlesr ojigliten QpMlujL_eir spdgis CUrsleTmg.
9C5CUreD, 2arpeVMHM BITUTHLD, LHSHETT HHBHHIBEHSG LWILILeTGH, GlLITIHF
CFTdgIhsmeTl UTSISTSSL, FUsEIow Bloapnisse Apdusmea pofear rdluwe
BlreurssSler PpahSlw ChréEsmsarT@. @)&6lsrarenssaflsst SjgliLewLd FbSemesrhsr
Fps@peflsd  pib, B, BOPDVD  WHYID  SLDWUETTO  STHTD  algailsd
auedlymissLiLL (heTerer. sTar@su, Sl(HobEGHMeT p(H GlFsuaisvsdwiwms WL (BTN, FLodkTev
RETHTWE  YTAUNISSTIT PSS I YSSNSMSU|D  MIPBIGD  STOWPIWITS T Fwie)
Pl 1y BrooTss £spAsTns.
FLOHTV I TFWIgYI5@ aueiT@heufleT euihlasTL (g0 6T

2 VHLWITESSY, OGTIHOBIL LI euaTidd], SHoHeusv OGlauaflliLenL soHeiTewio HMILD
waHH6T allflliLentiey Hlweneu Il MGgisTar @ esrewmit HyrFlwisd Gedlev, dHBLIGSH
YL Adbasrar Chemeu Gog)ib sug)iGlLDHmsiTergl. @) bplensvulled, Hl(mHeusiTEheui (LpsiTemerdsFLD
O rFuwsv OBM (LM ST FLOEH TV YL FWITETTEHEHSEHLD BlTeUTH SjeWLOLIL|d5 EhE @LD [BleW 6Vl T6sT
UPBETL HBVHONTES  YMSHISTHET.  Fl(HeusTepeui, U Fwreri wohseaflet Gemmassmer
DB, o Mw Crrislsd Fie) eupnis CouamtBb sTeTUMSUD uedlunISHIHDTT. G)Hemer,

“HTL i@ srafwsr &6)ehCF TRweT G

16&3n M| LD LOGSTET 6T HBlevLD.” (Hma@&meir, 386)

TTH  GMeflsy  sTeflFled  eMIFEsInIqweuaTTSELD, @esfl  CFTHHTTE)  L0ddEMHL 63T
UpGUaISTTES|D RBEGD IYTeallst QU F Bloss  aleTHD TaTU®S  @dbGMDSs
2 MTSHGHIH MG @)HeT euPlwiTs wohaeer LUBIGCHDL, CUTGIdGESTL D GlLITmLILjenTTeyL 65T
QFwLLIH BV LHMILD @LGLDdHB6T DLW BlieuTasd ol Fsrey Hrfwed OpMlpewmaseaflsir
WéFwsgaud CeuaflliL@Smgi.

Guogitd, " Fuflsy Cpiewin, HTOTL &SI, HYWauTihs (Pig6lauBhHHev, HlmewLoulTer
Blfeursd  wHmid  Qurgmeots Gurmitiy  pSlweney  HIFwe)  HeweVEM LD 6 65T
YLD USITLSTTES BBhSGSDeT ausiluniss1Fmgl. @)Ssmaw Abseearssn sarips)
SO, FULsHeT sy 4, wealls o Mepiolt LTESTIL, FapsEs LHMID BevawTar auarisds
Gumrettn peTerr QL' fé CarTiuTHHEHSG YDOBY! IgSHHeTOTS HeDLSlSTD6T. 6TaT@o,
BHSHGHMET HTVHMS GleusiTn HMHIVTSE WL (HeTn], mevsorl &, GurmiliyenTtiea) WwHM)LD
wesfllaCrw Hrfwensy 2 (HouTdhEGHausNBTaT FHhHewarl GlLIL L STEHaD SHHPE MBI, BT
rAwed  CpPlypswpast  Glarwpw  Fups  whpid  rfwed  wrHDBIGeTD
CUTHSSH DL WeweuwITES @) BHSI, WHHMTL F  Cpplsemer eugliL(BhSSHID BlewevuiTer

ULAIETL_ (HBHEVFHEMET 61 LD MBI 65T M6V
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ey

FBEGSDeT YEBY srihs eurpailwsd BrTs WL (HTH, STSHME Clasn
SrAuwe FAhsemaTHenarud 2 ereTL_dalw FAnHs @evsswinTs alleThiGsngl. Golliursl
QurGL LT o, &, wasaTBOn, EUTpIiyaTe LHDIL Hperiés Biars
QFWaNHe»D LIl WwTHds CarenT L Aupsvmenw euelluynisHF . @)susuriiailsst
eLpsvLd, Fl(hd@mefls @)L bElLmiD S Tfuisd OBM e mE6T FLomsme Hrdlutev all wpLblwimiserTer
BT F,  FlLggler U F, OeuafllliuewL_sssiTemwy wHMID  GUTmLIenL_enLD
QY SWeuNHMIL 6T HHGBwev PMHmieLo Gl TesT(hsiTeret 6TeiTLIg GHefleuTdedTmg).

TFAWL YSETTLD sl Beovswer Chréalw MUICUTrMLILITS Hemww Ceusssr(HLd
6T Fl(meusiTemeuflesr  Fhsewer, @erewmw wEHBMTLF YU As@G  CUTHSSL05HS
UPlsTL HHVTHS FHlHPEMGI. eTarCou, FlHobGHmeT HLolpfler GlFsuallwisd @evdbalwwrs
. GusTy], FwsTe Yrwsd CpPlupsonsmer YBibs CFwOLBHSSIISDSTET BleneowTeT
FApSHMES H(HAITHA D FHDPSDG).
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