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Article history Abstract: Tamil literature contains extensive references to various
Received: 20-07-2026 musical instruments such as Yazh, flute (Kuzhal), Murasu, Parai,
Revised: 01-08-2026 Tannumai, Pandil, Kinnaram, and Tudi. Sangam literature glorifies the
Accepted: 06-08-2026 Yazh as an exceptionally fine melodic instrument, and literary evidence
*Corresponding Author Email: ind.icaj[es that it was played by troupes of male (Panar).an.d.fema.le
isheelabritto@gmail.com (Viraliyar) bards. The 18th verse (Nurpa) of Akattinaiyiyal in
Tolkappiyam Porulatikaram highlights the Yazh and Parai as fundamental
cultural treasures of the Tamil way of life. The musical intricacies of the
ancient Tamils are elaborately explained across Tolkappiyam, Ettuthokai
(Eight Anthologies), Pattuppattu (Ten Idylls), Silappatikaram, Thevaram,
and medieval inscriptions. This paper presents an in-depth analysis of the
origin, structure, crafting techniques, usage, and ensemble dynamics of
the four categories of musical instruments—percussion (Thorkaruvi),
wind (Kaatrukaruvi), stringed (Narambukaruvi), and idiophones/cymbals
(Kanjakaruvi)—as found in Tamil literature and archaeological records.
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QY UI16) T & (LD

SLD @evESwnbiEafls WTLp, G, PTdr, LD, HTaNIEMLD, LITERTLY6), JSlTeT D, LoMHMILD
sy Curerm usCaum @wFsasmalssr GDlss allflaursds @GOILUILLUL (HeTerer. Fnis
@ evsSlwmisefled wrp had Apliumer uswTenilenad smalwrasls GUrHmLILIL L gL 65T, LITesTi
womid ellpedlwi Gueleri @semertl LWSTUBSS] B)WFSSHTH @)VHENWEF FT6dTM)Idb 6T
QzsAalsfsrpear. Qsrosrifu QurGarAsTrn yssdamarulusd 18-2yb HrHUT ST
auTpsEems Cppluilest OqlitenL 1 uesTUTL (hd H(HOLVBIGOTTS WTEDLHW[LD LIEHMDEH UIU|LD
GOIUINBEDGI. LISTML_S5TVS SLTHTeT B)enFoHHensy HIgmISHHBIS6T 6l%TeVHTLILIWID,
T GSAsTE,  ussLUTLH, Aetudstrd,  Gserri  pmid @)L dsTed
s00lau(hHsefled allflurs elerdssliul Herarer. @)Gsl (hHewr Sl @)evESElwBISsT LHMILD
QpTevedlwiey  FreTmisefley  sTewTLU@L  CHTmEmel, STHMIGSHa),  BILOLSSHa,
HEhFHHHe] YHW  BTeTE aums QewFssmallsaflesr CsTHmiD, Hewwlil, 2 HLSHE
BILLIBISST, LweTUT® wHMID Fol (B @)ewd @)uidbaD 6TTUSTUNEMM YLPOTEHL LIGLILITHI6Y
OEIELET

W&:EwF ClFTmaEeT

S0 Gemsssmalsst, wrp, Gauikispd, Corhamalssr, se5rssnal, GOSTosTiiu,
AeviugsTrid, ussl @)evdsewiid.

1. sirsnisw T

Qsymanismers  Upprwsd  Casfliu@ssiasne @osssnmalsar  psarains
FTHOTHBIGETTS laTBIGHISTDT. S (F)eWFoHdHIlH6T 6TTLINT LIGRTEML W SHLOPT FHLD
uenTUTL_(h) SyewL_wrerors’ CurHpll LWSTUBSSW He»eVd &HHANlGOTTGLD. Fhi% %TeVs 60
DY WTH6T, GLesTHET L (HLosVevrg) Lmresti, urigeiwr, almedwi (DL 60 waefll), dndsi,
QuIrmsT, sarepiart, sulfwi whmin Gsrigwi GUreTn QST YD @) seEmaeyT s
LIGTEmILD STOTIPLD Tonlg il @)DFLILITL 6VHEMETLI LISNTEw swaFd: &Hhallser wHmib sreralsnsd
smalseflsr siamamGur® ADULTS LTgwsTarart. LSSILLTL (G WHnID o (5E5Tms
Brser, GUtuTs QUIEBTITHDIILML, ApLTraTTHDIILML, CUEGLLTETTHNIILDL,
FSHITHHILLUSHL. S YOYILILIDL. BIVSET osTOSSWS ST S @UUDHD
Qwssgmear sTHSFwibLSsTer.

LIGTRL & HTeVBISH66D (R)enFouUTentiGHer FHlewerd &HallWrs cpnmISlD @LensVW|d BIbLd

smaiwrs  wredpwld @ewssgh  Q@ewsullsstt  BiewTenilw  THM  @)MEEHBIGEMET TS,
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eusflliL@sHFleri. uewewL G SWlpfleT Gewas SHwew HILLUSMBHHE GOILURD Curg)
FAeoliuglsTr @ hslralpey 2am6lrHss sTemsulled @erniGsrealigser LilsTouporm TGS mmi:
" @Yl wrflaid Gredepsed QL

suagollstIGows 31 aufspen sri Hic'

S| (HLLEILMEL LiledT GlLIHLDLITET (3)(hd e LD

GUILTL S auflser GYaain WTHID Grd WsNTES CSTLEGD TMEsaTTaT ET6,
BHBID, ewdsHHlemer, 2 ewp, @eafl, eilerdl, srrib YSlweunenry Llswpullsry) @ewFsHgi,
euppler euflliiins@ ussmers SpibuL. GleuaflliLuBsHg D @)ewFd &ewevEh s eiler
wrenrilener Aleuflsgis ST (HFSTDeT. Lol w ST @ews wHMID @)ensFssmallser,
HEWEV LHMILD HVTFFTTSHIN (PpHHW Y BISWTS alleThiSwens Bevdbdlwmisepd Csmailsy
506U (H%EHLD AHLBISEHLD Clg6iTars6lsafleurs o 6w ddIal6iTm6uT.

2. siflyMesr Hlewewr surpalwigyid G)enadsssmallseafler susnasLium (b

2 HuTsHSLU@L  Gurmlssr wHMID el eTpliyld  (pewm&sefledt g LiLienL_uilsy
@ wssasmallsamears Carhasmall, sTHMISHMa, BribLs SHall, SehFHsHal 6TaT HT6TE
aumssarral  fssmrn.  Osrosrifur  Kobtiselsr  s@UAUTGTEmeTT  LHDHE
I mIbCUTS|, paubleurarylh@G o flw ussenflensds SHmalwrdlw wrewyuyb, sTaralensds
Smeilwrdlw Ledmen WD euswrwmisSleaTnri. Csresritilut QurmeTdsTrsHev "GsHiiou
wperTGeu  wrwrd Yyl uswm CFF wrfler uGHCur®h Csrens@) @)sususns Limeyd
&Hesuer Grflu" (GsTsv. Qurmsir. 964) stesr Blevsglesr &HUIGLITHETTSL LIEHDULD WT YLD
@PIOULLu@SlsTmest.

wlevallwsd LT@GuTL_igeT OjiglitenL_ulled MbslewsnTsEhdh@Hd 2 flur LssTenflensd & mailserpLD
sretellsnsd &pallseapd wbdlhbs (ewpuilswearis Lstalpio Lot allorsgang:

o flw wuawewllengs @ 2 MNw sTarallenss &mal
& ew ewor Blev YewLoLiLy
&smal (wrp) (ueww/aprar)
LDEMEVU|LD  LDEMEV
&mleps] GDlepFwmp QB TeRTL &1 LiIsHD
FTTHS @)L (LpLD
&T(HLD &T(H amIGasr_usop | FTarill
(LP6VEMEV (PEVENEVWITLD

FTihd @)L (LpLD Lemm
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2 Mw wueiTenflensds 2 Mw sraraflensd &mall

&lew 6wt Bl6v SjewioLiLy

&small (wrp) (ueww/pra)

QI LD RYIITEY wentpe [ GBsvsvrl
LD (S LD LD(HS WITLD

FTTHS @)L (LpLD uemm

SL_YILD BHL_6V
QITTETRY QBSOS wTLD T@HTL_LIsewm

FTihsb @)L (LpLD

LDEUITEYILD  LDGBIT6V
LIT6m6V LITe® VW LD 31 | &HwnEasTL_Lemm

FTTHS @)L (LpLD

3. Garmamalser (Membranophones)

3.1 salledlsr 9yewioliLjb eugsvTmMILs LT 65T evrewsil Lo

Halley sTearm ClFTLOIDE GDOMLIVVTS uTHSWID sTedTm ClUITHET. Hallsy 6TedTn GlFTELEM6V
YBTPpH0lL  LweTUBGSweur  FhsUTeusT Y HewTHNBTST  euri.  Csmeilsy
allprssaflepd  &u  srilwkisefleid LWSTURSGSUILGD WBIGOT UTHS LTS FTeY
UTSBWTHEe|D Hollsd aflorhisl aIBSETDg. Saild YTDLSHD o DL algaISHl B)BHSSI,
Ulstteori (FrLmil euigeuswoliy QUDMISTETS. LIVT ISSHl6D 2 (HEWET QIlg6ULTS 2 L L|Dd 60
GWLbg THHHLILBFSSTDG. Salledlett @)(H LSHHBISEHD YL HSCHTVHTTL Y Tenal,
HailedledT @) LSSBISEHLD 6UVHHWEV, (L HHeWeV 6T I eWPSHBLILIHBISTDET.  Hallsd
QUTT&HEH @, 6T(HEWLD LML (Rd CHTeL LIWSTLRSSLILIBHS M. @)ewFLl LITL 19 6T STET HMmiBleni
yooliu®sd @ewsF eueridHE@ giewewt OFeugil et CslGuUrg o 6TerdhSleid h
o HETESMS & MHUTHEEDS.

3.2 Carhamallsafer susngs6lsTenduyd 3)svdsdlwd Fresrn)ds L

I WTTHSGBVOTT Skl HAvliugsTr 2 _enguilsy Camev Hmallseaflest wpliLig susnoHHemer
allfleurs aflerdHlwsrermi. Heweuwreust: UL THD, Cuflens, @)L dems, 2 (Hdbend, LWHHETLD,
FOlwS, Hr1960%, FIOW, GL AT, YbSTWPYe|, FHIIT IPETWID, HETEIHLD, CILOTHDS,
BHeDS, HEWILILDD, SWGHSWD, HLTH, pre, samal@grioy, pererd, giGow, Ay,
L&D, SGHNFFID, allrGeom), LTS, 2 LITBISLD, BTIflens LewD, Gilg, LHMID ClLEHLDLDD

6T6OTLISITEUT (G LD.
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LT LW SLOPF FepsdhHled Liswm eTerrg CFIF] 9 DlaildhEGd pHeTewing HHaus) GIGTL L
FTSSTOTSHaID, GUTTE GLPeD6V 2 T 51D &HaAlWTEa D SBDHSSH!. UDBTTDI, S| BTHTYI
GuUTelTn FmIG BHTVHETN LPTdr, sHewTeamisw, Flewewr, sLmifl Curernm GCxrmemailseaflsr
Gurmed  euiewflGasliul Bsreng.  Guridsarsdlsy  wprfler  YYssd  Cssbsler
Oy ywsssmslt  GuTsveyld, we»pGursevts  GQurflujlp  bysefler  allswrsmsu
CanalliL@dgisTae|n  oWhHsg Tl Ysprarn olaflsang. so6lo Hseflsd
GLpYT, QL dewas Curern CarThamalser Csreallsy suflur’ (B Blspeyseflsd wpohalw LkIE
UGB FL L L1ILBSISTDSI.

4. srhmissmalser (Aerophones)

4.1 Ganiiki@edlsr 2 HugSH BIL LBIGEHLD F)sHF jHLOLILJLD

ILThs cpmIFled sTHH6N6D euadT(hH6T CLpBISleNeVs Fiewer GlFiiw, bgiemensefier eufGu
STHDI Ghg pos spiilugl. g Cs Guri ClFailse @@ QeTUOWILTS HYDIHSSI-
WD HETL LDEHET j6u @)ewFenut STLPLD sT(PLILI CoueadT(HLD 6T6WT 6T6vTewsH! cLpmIsled Casmemev
Cleul’1g sTHSHHI, H6T GLOGV LIV FHIEMOTHEMET ETQLIL & SHIWTSHEHI (PSH6OleV eSS (F)ewFsh
& (el LeLSVITHBIGLP6V YLD 9! L{6D eUEDHHETI6D s6dTM 6T CLphIdSlevTsV GlF it L ewLoulmev
L{6V6VITBI & L6V 6TedTMLD, GoulliBI@Lp6V 6T TMID UPBISLILIL L F).

Gsdlsr 2_pugz] wry ess sivellwwrear ojerafGsmerd CsTaLg. GWsdlsr Garh @) mLg
ailyed sed, sFHpeTe| prever allred) yseb jeowujb. FiwerulBin G sl Glped
AL @ UTE wreT PnISSlssomL bhg CauamisnssTe Sewentds LTt G (posms
YD SGI, eV &b ufluirsd sTHM el LL®BID. Gleuhplsd o _erer e gieverseflad srep
allTeL&6IT WausH Gl 2L ILIRID. B)SGIemenserlert GewL 1 LTl pmeilred 9y shds ClsrsariiL(RILD.
QL dewauilsy Gumallyepis Anellyepid BEE wHewm cperm allFeVsEhd, susvHemauiley
Qupailrey BhiSlw eTeweTw BHT6TE allTeVBEHD Weubdl GHLewsD surTHldhsHe) Coussr(hLd. 67 (L)
Slemensaflgid FAsLUSHIF eTeTenID 671D TRSSHIHEBID TEHSlemrlt LBGS Clsriplsy GFuiw
gflens LImé&ELb.

4.2 gy suripeNwigyrid L &TMHmIgemHal s erHid

Coaurrii  LTLeseld  SmeprarsbLbsmhd  SEmBrajssremn  srhnibsmalsafsr
@ewsuilewers  @GmMILLIL BsiTereri. FHBToydssrFi CHeurriHlev Flmeuslens iy L merli
uglEBGSlev LiledTeuHLomm) Lr(HEmmi:

"SUCTH &EHSMT WHHSTATID COTHDS

GOULSLD et LT & Srerm(HGL."2
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CaniliBiGped 2argieugled Fmbs LWIHF 2 DL WaITHET (LPsUEMEV BlV LDEHBETTEH W Y i3 6iT
QYU QUITHSIT HBI%6T YBIVT SN GLWVITS RTYI ST (BT sTTMILD, SjsiieuTm Sy BHld
Curgl 9Fled whHS WHujL WEIHRTILIHID 6THMU|D SSTUTED Fiddl BIMISSID Peomuilsd
PsVemeV BleVGHleL eumrpld S wii CeuiitiGeoTsy Fesflu F)ewFuilewest euarigsTidssr 6T6dTM
CFwglwid @evsalwbiser suTulleorsil LsvaTTalng). Gogid, GUeiL eir griby, suulli, Car(),
FBIG (PSEVTET LIV &TMHMISHEHaNSEHLD LIuIeSTLTL 1q60 () ([HHDH6T.

5. pribys smallser (Chordophones)

5.1 afvwmfleir CHrHmptd wimHlesr sugeOTMMILT LM essrTiopLd

WPHSHTVSHFIL wWTLp 6TdTM BHIDLGSHHaN ClaTarCGL  LavTenflenssseri. HgHer LileTeuri
uevGeumy BTl yerfler us»L QuBLUD@Ll wer 9bs BriLeui LWsSTURSSHID @)ensd
H(HevlEHemeTw|dD (3)eWenTdgIdh6lBTaTL6vri. suwiedlesr, efewewt, C&TL (H surdglwib, SoyTT
Gumettm  QewFds Hmallsst  BIibYE SHalHeT Y@GLD. WITLP  eTOTLIGI  LIGRTENL U
@ewsssmallsaflsy  Was FHApliy eumiibssh @G, WTLP 6TTUSDEG BILOLSHETT6V
WSS L&) Sjedeg) SLULLILL LS eerug QurmerTEn. sbl swalseisd aimn o6
CoumuTl_ D& &Hdb HTTWILD HLLIEH6T6T FigeTsGaruwiT@LDd. LT susngssHemer " wrLfler L@sl"
6Ty LD, (Q)ewdF mrewev "BribLiledr wewm" sTesreyld Y Aflwi GFTevsTiLNwesTTi &DIbgI6TOTTI.
Brbyds Hmelserralw wriflenestds ClaTanTCGL LIMTHEHLD HeuDHMIeT SMETHEHD O TTilbHd
aUemSLILI(HSSLILIL L 63T,

YH&ETVSSL Caul ew g Ggriflensy GHEIHTERTL WdhHeT IbLHemer sTiiujidEUTSHI, 5
CBOHOSTEMVe ClFVausDE THPauTm eillsVpTenflewar @miss &L 1gerT. allsvsvesflsT
Qmisssemss  Cplbgl Caraagnars osellrord pravloars CsmHlss  HYPbs
Carawiieri. pl0  GBhHg eTwD PoFOW  IJYYUUDLWTE ®adg  HHelsamer
o maursHari. @)siaurn afle0ellaT BoTSmss gn it g EGmnsSID LHGan @)sTallmssmar
2 (HeurdhFleri. @ himerd GausuCoaum @)sresflend &b LILVEGauM ailhsemear spsiTm CFidgl HLD
PTCRTTT &6 2_(heuTdhdlw BribLd &mall ailsowrp o) @L.

5.2 wiriflsir 1pBHETENLD 6UENEBEHEBHLD BILOL| D[EHLOLILLD

LIGRTEw LW SHLOLPTSH6T SeniLiaildd| 2 euTihal WIS WTLPSHET LIsD suewaLt Ll L esT. yuilyib
BIOLSHEDET 2 DLW OUHBIGEID 6T QB WTIPLD  LITEDL W LDEHEBETT6D
LwSTURSSOIUL L g). (PSETEMLOWTST WL euensbefler alleurmiser G 9L L susnewruilsy

QB T&HSHSLILIL_(h6TeaTeT:
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B LD L] 6T 63T
wmiflesr Qi 2 (Hou JYWIOLIL] LOMMILD F)HF LI LIGSTL|H6T
6T 6301 6331 ds 6 35
gflenssaflepib  Glwedey,  Fiwer, euedley
Guflwmrip 27 pribysmer 6TITEYILD  CLPeiTM)|  HTeTBISeIID  (LpewmCiL

@ewFiiLgn@ THmeurm &L L Ll L g).

WETLBT cugalleweT 2 DL WISTEH & 6vTlq 63T

LD T WITLD 19 BribLseir
SewlienLds CGTeT(H 2 (HeuThBLILL L ).
Gwedley 4, Fwesr 7, suedley 3 61637 BT LOL|HEDET
F@HTL W 14 BribLseir
2 ewL Wil GlFaildsd @)eTULd $HLd wirLp.
auemeTauTs ClFinulit g hHe CHT(h eTeTenILD
QEmIGasTL_1guimp 7 BIbLSH6iT 2 miliurestd BT hg CHITse 9ewiohs WrLp;

TLeDFSHEHDHGHLD H6VT 1 BHIibLy.
5.3 s101p G evssHwmisetlsv wrifler B LimkigeT
Blpesstepoui  SpHsGmefled  wrflst  agaIbmsu D Yy  agaIbmsun @Ol Gl
uenTUTL_ (&% %(HdHewd GleuefliLiBHSaISE DT
" OB Ty % WTPCHTH GlFsuai &Tmis%esTer
afleweru® urevrThH CasrearsL"” 3
Sy augaubsTd GQFbewwruland QFwerd QaTgs); W GHTL LT amerhgih
CFwevmev GlFsuaiwigl. wasefledr o wiewey Yeurali CHTHMSHBHTL VLTIV GlFUILTEL
o awr Gaua®i ererad  Hms@Gpelar &msS wrfler @uidaus ST HEADS.
sprermmlev (ursd 102) gmlepdls usTensnTs LTiyw GmoSluler wrflengFewds CaLH
Slewarts Luilewr 2_qiTanTt aubhs WTewssT GlUILMHE 2 PBISWSTHS GBI LGS mg).
6. s6hFs smalxsar (Idiophones)
6.1 separssmalsafear @ wevLd srards CarLur@ b
2 GeUTHBIGETTEV 6UTTHBELILIBLIEDEU &EhFd %H(HallE6T 6TerILI(HLD. 2TeLTT, FBI], ewf], g mevi
6T6UT LIV QLT &HeaTTeL (P)eweu ewpdssLILBSISTDET. B)ewFuilseT HT6V yeaTa|seners & iuBs5D

CriGamiigsd Lwenfldsd CFieuGs Hreard Y @b. @)ewsFub FHrerpd 2 L eYd 2 ullHid
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Gursitngy; LIABSTY Grem@GL GnbSIGUTED. Brssvard, HSksD, S, SE5ATrT,
CaTeiTeardCHmev 2 _siTafll_L 6TV UTHS WBIGEDOTUILD SHTETLDST6T HL_BHLILIBHSSHIS DB
LIGRTEML_ W HTeVHBl60 B)Tesdt(R) LT dgI 60T (hEHewend Hmerd &mellwral LweTu®ds), Lilsresi
2 Gourss giawThoHewers LweTUBSGSlTT. SHrerds Smalluller auigeaudbdnHeE aHmeurm)
GeevssTard sTeTmID GYlESsTarn sraTnid QUWT G igeTi. GaTeTL L b, afldauriLr @),
BIEEUUDLULTL G, gsaurisst GurerGnri @ssmaleowl LwLSTLURSHTT. &5
& (HEUH6T 6TeTLIGHI ClOUMTHVSHHTV HYWSHHLILIL L. STOTLD (LPHEVTET & (HIH6T L BIGLD.
L WIGGHD LUTL VGG STTSHBHeT B WTs ailemmiGaHe0Te0 STOTLD 6TedTM HTTewTll GlLiwi(hLD
o ewr(h.

6.2 Hmpsmm wHMID LUsSH BvsSwmiGaTlev &eEhFdsdHallser

@ews prLsmisefa b Cosrallsy euflurhsefeib srerh lseayd @)erBlwenwwrsg. CheuryLl
LITL_6V&6il6V:

"B BHID STETUPLD GTEID HEWTEIHLD & (Helu|b"

LoHmjLb

"Q&THEBmT HTerd afewewnt LiTent GlFIGLWasT"
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