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1. Introduction

Prediction in Hindu Astrology involves analysing the promise of Karakatwas using the Janma
Kundali, followed by applying Dasha and Transit techniques to time the corresponding
promise. Merely predicting whether there is a promise or not is not sufficient, since the native
is equally interested in knowing at what time the fructification of the event or promise is going
to happen. The basic structure of prediction can therefore be understood in three stages: first,
identifying the Phala or signification from the Janma Kundali; second, using Dasha to narrow
down the period during which that signification is likely to fructify; and third, using Gochara

(transit) to confirm the precise timing. Together, these three stages form a complete predictive

framework.
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Figure 1. Basics of Prediction

2. Literature Survey

Brihat Parasara Hora Sastra of Maharshi Parasara and Laghu Parashari are examples of
classical Vedic astrological texts that provide details of the Vimshottari Dasha system. Even
though these classical texts provide high-level detail of the Vimshottari Dasha system, they
assume Bhava influence on Dasha Karakatwas rather than spelling it out explicitly; it is left to

be applied by the practitioner during prediction.

K. K. Pathak, in Advanced Study of Vimshottari Dasha, notes that Satyacharya's Satya Jatakam
contains a detailed study of Dasha Phala based on Bhavesha Phala (results of Bhava lords) and
Tara Phala (star-based results). Satyacharya classified the lords of Kendra and Trikona houses
as auspicious, the lords of the 2nd, 3rd and 11th houses as moderately auspicious, and the lords
of the 6th, 8th and 12th houses as inauspicious. This confirms how central the relationship

between the Bhava Lord and the Dasha Lord is to prediction.
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Sanjay Rath, in Crux of Vedic Astrology: Timing of Events, introduces the concept of Argala.
According to this concept, planets or signs that carry unobstructed Argala to an event support
that event, whereas those carrying obstructed Argala hinder it. This can be regarded as an

additional dimension of the Bhava—Dasha relationship.

In more recent scholarship, the Krishnamurti Paddhati (KP) system replaces the classical
Bhava-based approach with the concept of the Significator, whereby prediction is based on
which Bhavas are signified by the Mahadasha and Antardasha lords. This can be viewed as a

modern extension of the traditional principle of Bhava—Dasha connection.

3. Dasha

Dasha is the planetary period, or operational period, of the Grahas. Dasha determines when a
particular promise or Karakatwa is fructified. The Dasha system is a unique feature of Hindu
predictive astrology, helping to time events. Sage Parashara mentioned around 42 types of
Dasha systems. Of these, Vimshottari Dasha is considered the most appropriate and suitable
Dasha for Kaliyuga. Vimshottari Dasha is a Nakshatra-based Dasha system, also called Udu
Dasha. In Vimshottari Dasha, the 120-year human lifespan is divided into nine major periods
called Maha Dasha periods, each assigned to one Graha. The Dasha operating at the time of
birth depends on the Nakshatra occupied by the Moon at birth; the balance of that Dasha
remaining at birth depends on how much of the Nakshatra had already elapsed. Subsequent
Dasha periods follow in a fixed order and duration. The Janma Nakshatra therefore decides the

Dasha running at the time of birth.

Table 1. Vimshottari Mahadasha Periods

Graha (Planet) Mahadasha Period (Years)
Sun 6
Moon 10
Mars 7
Rahu 18
Jupiter 16
Saturn 19
Mercury 17
Ketu 7
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Venus

20

Total

120

3.1 Antardasha (Bhukti)

Each Mahadasha is further subdivided into nine sub-periods, called Antardasha or Bhukti. The
duration of an Antardasha is calculated using the formula: Antardasha period = (Mahadasha
planet's total years x Antardasha planet's total years) + 120. For example, within a 20-year
Venus Mahadasha, the duration of the Jupiter Antardasha works out to (20 x 16) = 120 = 2
years 8 months. While the Mahadasha planet sets the overarching theme for that stretch of life,
the Antardasha planet activates finer, shorter-term events within it. It is this two-level

interaction that fulfils, in specific instalments, the promise held out by the Mahadasha lord.

4. Karakatwa Prediction

Karakatwa (Phala) prediction is based on the assessment of the Bhava, the Bhava Lord, and

the Karaka Graha. For example, for wealth prediction, the 2nd Bhava and the 11th Bhava,

along with their lords, are analysed together with the Karaka Graha Jupiter.

Bhava Lord

Prediction

L

Figure 2. Karakatwa Prediction
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Figure 3. Wealth Prediction
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Analysis of the 2nd and 11th Bhavas, their lords, and the Karaka Graha Jupiter only provides
the promise of wealth and financial status the native is going to enjoy throughout life. Similarly,
analysis of the 5th Bhava and its lord along with Jupiter provides details about progeny
(children). However, this analysis never indicates when the native will experience the birth of

a child in this life. Dasha and Gochara (transit) analysis is applied to time such events.

5. Dasha Fructification

The Dasha period indicates when a good or bad effect is produced, according to the placement
of the Graha in Rasi and Bhava, the Drishti (aspects) it receives, and the Yogas it forms.
Different events or Karakatwas materialise at different periods in the native's lifespan. In
Figure 4 below, the native's birth occurred during the Dasha of Graha P1, whereas during the
Dasha of Graha P35, the native got married and was blessed with the first child. Graha P5
fructified the Marriage and Child-birth Karakatwa for the native.

E1 E2 E3 E4 E6 E7
Birth Education First Job Marriage E Medical Issue Death
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘First Child ‘
[ P1 I I le [ P3 I| P4 | ' : P5 I IPE I P7 ]I P8 ]
Dasha

Figure 4. Event Fructification at different Dasha Periods
6. Bhava Connection for Dasha Fructification

Not all Dasha periods can give all the Karaka phalas promised in the Janma Kundali. The
relationship of the Dasha Lord with the Karaka Bhava decides the fructification of the
corresponding Karaka during that Dasha period. If the Dasha Lord is not associated or
connected with the Karaka Bhava, then the Karaka given by that Bhava is not fructified during
that Dasha period.
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Jupiter Mars

/

Janma Kundali

Sun

* Lagna: Kataka

* 5% House: Vruschika

* 5t Lord: Mars

* Putra Karaka (Progeny/ Child): Jupiter

* Sunis positedin 5" House, aspecting 5t Lord and aspected by Karaka
Graha Jupiter. Child birth very likely expected to happen in Sun Dasha

Figure 5. Dasha Lord associated with Karaka Bhava

Saturn Venus Moon

2

Janma Kundali

* Lagna: Kataka

* 7% House: Makara

* 7% Lord: Saturn

* Marriage Karaka: Venus

* Moon is not associated with 7% House, 7! Lord and Karaka Graha Venus
Hence Marriage is not expected to happen in Moon Dasha

Figure 6. Dasha Lord not associated with Karaka Bhava

6.1 Argala and its Connection with the Dasha Lord

The Bhava—Dasha relationship can be examined further through the concept of Argala.
Classical texts state that planets or signs carrying unobstructed Argala to an event support that
event, while those carrying obstructed Argala hinder it. Accordingly, some scholars hold that
even where the Dasha Lord has no direct connection with the Karaka Bhava, a limited
fructification may still occur if the Dasha Lord provides unobstructed Argala to that Bhava.
Hence, when assessing the Bhava—Dasha relationship, it is useful to consider Argala alongside

direct lordship and association, since doing so refines the accuracy of prediction.
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6.2 A Modern Extension: The KP Significator Approach

In the Krishnamurti Paddhati system, a Bhava is considered to be signified not only by its
Bhava Lord but also by the lord of the Nakshatra occupied by planets connected with that
Bhava. When both the Mahadasha lord and the Antardasha lord signify the same Karaka Bhava,
the likelihood of that Bhava's Karakatwa fructifying increases. This can be seen as a modern
refinement of the traditional Bhava—Dasha connection principle, adding a further layer of

precision through the concept of the Significator.

7. Conclusion

Different Dasha periods provide different life events for a native. The relationship of the Dasha
Lord with the Karaka Bhava is critical for the fructification of a Karakatwa. If the Dasha Lord
is not associated with the Karaka Bhava, then the Karakatwa given by that particular Bhava is
not fructified during that Dasha period, even though the Janma Kundali has promised the
Karakatwa. If a subsequent Dasha Lord is associated with the Karaka Bhava, then the
Karakatwa is fructified during that Dasha Lord's period. It is therefore suggested that the
association of the Dasha Lord with the Karaka Bhava be assessed before arriving at the timing
of an event in a particular Dasha period. Further, integrating Argala and modern Significator-
based approaches into this assessment can strengthen the understanding of the Bhava—Dasha

relationship.

References (MLA Style)

[1.] "Antardasha (Bhukti): Sub-Periods in Dasha." Paramarsh,
paramarsh.app/patrika/dashas-transits/antardasha-bhukti-sub-periods. Accessed 22 Aug.
2026.

[2.] "Antardasha Calculator — Vedic Sub-Period Calculator." AstroYatra,
www.astroyatra.in/tools/antardasha-calculator. Accessed 22 Aug. 2026.

[3.] Charak, K. S. Laghu Parashari. Uma Publications, 2020.

[4.] Kumar, Manoj. Brihat Parasara Hora Sastra of Maharshi Parasara. Vol. 1-2, Alpha
Publications, 2018.

[5.] Pathak, K. K. Advanced Study of Vimshottari Dasha: With Remedial Measures. Alpha
Publications, 2005.

565


https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12032026.44

Manjunatha B.M et al, Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies 2026, Vol. 12 No. 03 (2026): August 2026,
DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12032026.44

[6.] Raman, B. V. Prasna Marga of Namboodiri Brahmin. Vol. 1-2, Motilal Banarsidass
Publications, 2014.
[7.] Rao, B. Suryanarain. Brihat Jataka of Varaha Mihira. Motilal Banarsidass
Publications, 2021.
[8.] Rath, Sanjay. Crux of Vedic Astrology: Timing of Events. Sagar Publications, 1999.
[9.] Sareen, S. S. Jataka Desh Marga of Podumanai Chomadiri. Sagar Publications, 1992.
[10.] "Vimsottari Dasha Calculator: Free Dasha Bhukti Chart and Predictions." Prokerala,

www.prokerala.com/astrology/vimshottari-dasha.php. Accessed 22 Aug. 2026.

566


https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12032026.44

