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Avrticle history Abstract: Based on data from six rounds of the National Family Health Survey
Received: 20-08-2026 (NFHS) conducted over a 32-year period from 1992 to 2024, this study examines
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Accepted: 29-08-2026 early marriage trends in India. The child marriage rate among women aged 20—
Published on: 01-09-2026 | 24 dropped from 49.4 percent in NFHS-1 (1992-93) to 20.1 percent in NFHS-6
_ (2023-24) (11PS & ICF, 2026). The median age at first marriage for women has
E%‘;rirlf’sr’ond'”g Author increased from 17.2 years to 19.2 years. However, the rate remains high in states
drkalaprc@qgmail.com | Such as West Bengal (36.4%), Bihar (34.6%), and Rajasthan (34.0%), while it is
very low in states like Kerala (2.9%) and Goa (6.8%) (Gausman et al., 2024).
Among uneducated women, 48 percent married before the age of 18, and 58
percent in the poorest households did so; in contrast, only 10 percent of women
with higher education and 20 percent from wealthy households fall into this
category. Logistic regression analysis confirms that female education and
household wealth are the strongest determinants (Singh et al., 2024). Early
marriage is directly linked to adolescent motherhood, maternal mortality, child
health deficits, and restrictions on education and employment opportunities (Shri
et al., 2023; Subba, 2025). These findings emphasize the necessity of strong
enforcement of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, affordable
educational opportunities, and financial support for poor families. Eradicating
early marriage is essential to achieving United Nations Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 5: Gender Equality (UNICEF, 2023).

Keywords: Child marriage, early marriage, NFHS, India, adolescent motherhood,
gender equality, SDG 5, Logistic Regression.

Copyright © 2024 by the author(s). Published by Department of Library, Nallamuthu
By Gounder Mahalingam College, Pollachi. This is an open access article under the Creative

Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

© 2014 The Author(s). This open access article is distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license P a ge | 98


https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12042026
http://www.tamilmanam.in/
mailto:drkalaprc@gmail.com
mailto:drkalaprc@gmail.com

Dr. N. Kala, Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies 2026, Vol. 12 No. 04 (2026): September 2026,
Article DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12042026.09

#maain (Abstract)

1992 wyaev 2024 suswruilevresr 32 gyeanT(hiETev HTVLILIGH ulled BewL Qupm Hm1 CsFw @&Hbu
B Crrésslwu sewrs6ls®iy (National Family Health Survey — NFHS) s&pmiseflsr sreysener
SliuewL wTsHds Casrant®h), @hswraley @erbeuwg Spwsnrs CuUTHEGHeT @)HD 3y Uiails)
grrwiin@dlearmer. NFHS-1 (1992-93) @ev 49.4 sgeafswrs @) mpps 20-24 suwgienrw
Cuentsefler Gwbems Flmwent ail#lsid, NFHS-6 (2023-24) @)sv 20.1 ssafsorsd @enmbgisTeng)
(IPS & ICF, 2026). Quesrsaflsst wpspev Slposnrgglet pHlEsTew suwgh 17.2 gyeur®sefledhbai
19.2 g emrsentas 2 wibgisreng. @) mrilan, Cume sukismearn (36.4%), Fari (34.6%),
rregevgrer (34.0%) Guresrm wrplsvtisaflsy aill#lsd @sranib HFlswrsGeu 2 sreng; CsyerT
(2.9%), Gsmeur (6.8%) Guresrm wrFHlevmiseafley %He GHewmeurs 2 srerg) (Gausman et al., 2024).
Hevailuilsvevrs CluenTseafley 48 Fhalswpid, sayb sTewi @@ UBISaT 58 Fg5af%wpd 18 suwdm s,
pedr FlHewtid GCFiigGsTessTHsiTenesri; 2 wissvall Cuppeuiseilsy 10 Fsafswpd, GFvaubs
GO busiseaflsy 20 sgafswpid w HIGW @)bs Blewsvullsv 2_srereri. Logistic regression ugiumiiey,
CuenTseflest ssvall WHMID &GHUF ClFveud S asluene 5 QUEIQITET &HTTewllG6T 6TETLINSD
2 mFiu®BssSng (Singh et al, 2024). @ervenwug SHmwewrd, @arbeuwig Sriienio,
STUILTeRTD, GYhens PCrrésslws Gwpur@hssar wHMD  Hval/Gaiensy  suriilisefls
sLUuThsenLer Chrigwrs @ewanrsasiiul (Hererg (Shri et al.,, 2023; Subba, 2025). @)bs
sEmAUI OIS, Guhms HHwars SEULE s b 2006-6T ausieuTeT SjaTEsD, Wwellaurer
sevall eumiiliL&er, wHMID T GHLUBISERSGE BP Us5T6 YHlwenal auFlwild sTaTLmS
suslumig g1 HlsiTmer. Glemibaiwgl HGLoavSes UL, g5 BTH)HeNST BleneVssesTe uITesT
ouerigd  Qevd@ (SDG) &5 - wumedler Fwggieud — eTetim  @VEME DL UGN G
@gerlwenwwrssre@o (UNICEF, 2023).

wysHw CaFrpsar (Keywords)

Gwhens Slmwenrd, @erbeuwg Smwewro, NFHS, @hgwr, @erbeuwg sritenw, wmredes
Fwsgleutd, SDG 5, Logistic Regression

1. 9 psd
GYbHenS S(HLOWTLD 6TedTLIGH 2 VFledT L BTHHeND, HOTFTID, WHD, [FTHeNHL
QuUTHLLUBSSTN, BlgHH Hlevayld @m SHauswevs@Gw Fupsls Ursfleperurs o ererg).

6u6leuTH e siori 12 WsveSlwesr Amidlssit 18 anugm @ st Flmoswrid ClFIFSTD6UTIT.
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2 eserallsy 20-24 anwugienLw CQuensaflsy mbSlev s LmiSlert 18 auwdh@ wevr FwHLossorid
QFiig CETenTRsiTorssti; Hlev cpermlsL sph LBISleTT @ BFlwremeud Caibgeuissr (UNICEF,
2023; Marphatia et al., 2025). 2016@)sv International Centre for Research on Women Qeueflufl’
YWEHemas, aueTihbgl euHd BrHsaflsd cpsiTyled sph LGF Amiflser 18 suwFn @ wpeir FlHLoewrid
QFIASTH ST 6TTMILD, ) Bl6V YBBLOTET FHLHeWD LOMTLOSHH6T GlBH6T pFluiTailsy eumipdslesTmesri
B NEAET SNEEFE R

@)hglwrailsy, spsubeur erBd Fwri 1.5 Wsvedlwesr FAmyilsst 18 suwdn@ psir lpLoswrid
CFiSlsTneri. @) 2 vsemTalll LTSS GLYhews Fl(HewThISalsL cpsTHlsL @@ LGSlei
drdplglsgiauiu®@s315ms1. GpSur L FlLkismer YPIPsLIUGSSUNGESTID, GPHas
BlHLentid CsTLThgh BewL_Gupm eumang. 1993-2021 sreviiugdenw o sirer_salw Lancet
Global Health @siflesr prHswealw <piiey, mbgk FAmlseflsd emeumn, mi FAmisuiseflsd
sp(heU(HLD @)eiTenid FLUL Loy euwbn@GHs GHwmeursGeu SlHLoewrd ClFiig) 6% TearalesTmevr T
sTaTUeS 2 MiSlLiLBSaisIng (Gausman et al., 2024).

Qb5 ey, 1992-1993, 1998-1999, 2005-2006, 2015-2016, 2019-2021, wmmib 2023-2024
gFw ym NFHS spmisefler sreysemer Uifl B ojgliuenullsd LweaTuBSS), SL_bsb cpsiTm
SFTSBIS6ML @lerbeuwrg Slpwents Curd@Gaseaflsy ehHuUL L. WIHDBIGDOT S TTUISIDS.
GOILILTS, TBlEVGBIGERSS L GuiwTer Ceumur(hEer, Feps-CILITHETTSTT ST Tevwilaer, HMILD
wsb/FTd g liusnL_ullevrer Gurd@ser ailfleurs e CFLWCILIGF STH60T.

FHHITSIHEG 1 PHIwrellsd) GYHws FMHULmTHSISE, aHrrear wpe Fb 1929@e
gPysiu@ssiiuc_Lg. Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 guhbeng Slpuesrhisaners &hds
WYweTMgl. FIfLUSSW sTVBRISHTD, WSS YT Qhs pupdsamer eugitipgg Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006-20 Qaresr(h) subsgl. @)bsd FL LGSl F1Pp, GYHeDS & (HLOGTLD
WL DeTdhGNUSTGD;  BBHLOTHDS — BLSSILUTSET,  JeFILQITEHST,  eDevg
2ards el LILIeUTH6T L5 %) HeRTL W6edTH6lT allBldbs L _eOTLD. @) hed FL L 1b, 21 euwgln @& d @&e»meumrest
QerEer gvevg 18 ewglh@s Gmpairar CuasT FlHwaD CFUNDS  GYPHDD
B HLOSTTOTS IHT WIS DS
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Fig 1: gubensd &(HLoewrib: (pL_mi@LD 61 TaHETeVLD
Quriuri @pHuraily plvajd GYhwss SGwens CaTErSms ellafsang. wubdld
CaradbgiLer Bl hEagn 15 anwg Amiblujb, wpdlw wrifsreerwyd @)L (b UDHMIsTETSETIT.
Ulsiteoremflulev  feuliy-rehs Blp  Geuliu  suswyurid  (Heatmap) wphmud sl sdigssr
QurPlssiiul L. H06lULl_(HL6T, UVFGILDSSV 6TFTaTVSSDSTRT  BibLbewsHd  sperflujb
ST LU sTers.

2. QvaEw wHliumiiey

Ffusgu  guieser @Ghgureilsd GYhws JHLMTSSHT LTI, BT FioTerlldhED
STrewllaer, wHMID Fer  allewereyser  GMsg  allfleuresr  yeraflaileurd  sreysemer
auyigAstner. Gausman et al. (2024) 1993 s 2021 susnrufevrar mps NFHS shmisafisr
Sreysemertt LwesTuBdS), @)hslwralsr 36 wrBlevnkiser whHmib wesflwer LrCsstiseaflsy GlLesT
WHMID YT GPHewg FlHeTL CUTHGHMmeT YauewTiiLBSsleri. jeuiserg ypie), 2006
50 2016 euenr il Gauswrar Gmmey ahul Lsrean, 2016-2021 sreotiLeduld He
wrEekiselsd) alflsh BaT@D FHOI 2 WihsSTHD SaTLNBHSS.

wreul L ereilevrer  Ceumiur@asever  rTwld  CQsrLi  yuieils, Gausman wmmid
@ ememrwireriser (2025) 2016 wHmib 2021 NFHS greysenerts uwesrui®dg), 720 wreul’ L mbigserflsv

preT@ Blewev logistic regression wrglflepwit LweTU®RSHH Lalulwed THMSSTIDEYSHEHET
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uGLlumile) OFigeri. wrkle erallorar FrraFflast wTeul L eTailleTeT 2 _uTenLoulTeT
CaumILT(HEHEWET DM M &SI MEIT 6TEITLIEN S D 6UTHET % TL_1q 63T,

Singh, Shekhar, wpmib Gupta (2024) NFHS-5 sreweu vwetu®sg), 707 wreul L sbiseflsv
@)eribeuwigh SlpLoewrid wHMID F)erbeuwigy smiienwullst LusTBlensv (Multilevel) woHmid yeiluilwsv
u@liumiienes CuHOlsTeTL aoTT. HevallullvevTs GlLITITHET, aumIewL, WHMID GHWMbHS 20T 5
Cauefliinr® alwever  @erboiug SBLSTSIST  YUSDS HellFors  YFlsisELn
HTTEBHETTH SeWL_WTETLD STERTLILIL_L 6T FT LoMHMILD SHLPLDd Lysirerlullwied Flwirs wpdaluiomest
QBT TemLIG ST 19 60T,

Frgl liuswLullevrer CuUTEGsemar cpsTy SFTLISBIGT HaTCaTTL L SHl60 Q) rmu|id
Pradhan, Mondal, Saikia, wpmio Mudi (2024) <yiiiey, Sl bl tul L srgullesri (Scheduled
Castes) wpmy Sl Ouc L uypiiguilert  (Scheduled  Tribes) Quemsaflen Guw
Gervaiwg GYhwsl Cun CsTLihg JFswTe QMHLUMSS STgwg; @b Coupiur®
HTeVLICLITEHE GgIeuTHCeu HWMBHSHI6TOTS.

Marphatia wpmib @)swewrwreriseflssr (2025) yGer smiis CGureagrsa@ yuiey (Pune Maternal
Nutrition Study), Slrrwiiyn @hSwureilsd &)m SHemevpswnEEHHSlewLCuiwimer ssval HMID
Flpent allFlypemmaseer il (B ey GFiigg). ssvall Blewsv @)erd HewevpswmullesrlenL Gui
HEWHFLOTS 2 WiThHB(HHSTVID, FH(HLewT euwig CHTLLTeT Feps allFlpemmasst GlogieursGeu
WTDIFSTDST  sTTLIDS — Jeuiast oL pPlbseri; @g  seall  wHDID  HlGioswr
pL(peDsEhsSlerL Guuiret Gl Glaiallsow sThSS155THSDS-

@)emibeuwi g FmwsnrdHlerr CHrig HCrréslw allenereyser GgmLiurs, Shri, Singh, Dhamnetiya,
Bhattacharyya, Jha, wmmiio Patel (2023) 2_ssr01 LrGgseib wpmid Fami wrBlevmiseaflsv UDAYA
HTS0EBUILS sreweut LwsTUBSS, 18 anwgln@ st Flpwentd ClFgh @)aribGlLssTasT
sriud SewLwid suriitit) 1.79 wiL ki@, sriieww ewLwjb euriatiy 3.21 wL kgl Sl
6TOTLIENGS  HMTLDIHHTT. Tn (HBHVTH, HWTUMISHGHLD WewaTalds@Gd @ewL CGuiurer siuwig)
@l Qeusll HAH0TE G)HHSTD, SIILD LD umitiyh yHsNEANS TeTUMSLD
SjauiEer 2 PISIILBSSleT.

Ayse Gpdu wrhabseld sriwriseisr Smwenr awugEEsn, @bs aUSDEL UL L
Guhanssefler HCrréslw Blensvswosehdh@l @l Cuwrer Gsriienu <y rmiihs Subba
(2025) oyuiallev, wrdfl wsefllfly 50.6 sgsafsi Cui 18 auwgdhe werGu FlHLoewrd

QFiigmbseri. 18  euwgmsel  Upg  Slpwswrorear  STULTTSENST  @GWHMSBET,
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allpmtiIGuréa, eusmidgd @ermigssv (Stunting), wmmid stew. GewpuUTH D SlweunHewmds
SIFLOTEHS GMMUTSH THTOSTRTL_HTSH Q)b ) le| STL_IgUIG].

NFHS-6 (2023-24) Caflw gnlsens, Gubens Fmwent all#lsd CSTLTHg &HDh al[HeIMS
2 miFliuBsSaFIng; @ mllayud, 15-19 eanwg Queawseaflsy @erbanwig Silub/sriienw
all#lgpssle0  GPLOUIL 555  pearGarHmid  @evemey  eToTUGID  HCH Y Mldbemsuiled
&L 1gsbsT L iul (hererg (IIPS & ICF, 2026). UNFPA @) pglurallssr (2022) ugliumiie Ggmri,
Hevall sp(h YeWT(H BB 5T EHLCLTH SlhLoewt suwg) 0.36 (BT 2 wirdlmg) sTeTmID, 6T6wLp
GObukismers Cxibs OCluasser GFveubs GHbUBISmars CFipbs Glussrasmer il 1.6
2,607 (HH6T (PeITATHTHB6u Hl(HLoGWTLD CIFUISITMSTT 6THTMILD HewTHS L (heTerg).

Cm&sanTL. 16 H6T YMITHHID PHBISwewTHG, Hevall, GHUF GlFeveud, eudiil_ib
(Arroilpsrd), wsi, wppi st sHumer @pHurelsd @erbaz Hpwemios
Sirwrefls@d s pohIWLTET STTewntlssr sTerLms 2 MISILILBSSHISSTDT. Q)bs Y iey, @) bHS
QvsFwsemns uyliumLwrss CQareasr®h, NFHS-1 wpgsed NFHS-6 suswrullevrer sreysemer

UL ® @ allflaurer, Casfw etallevrear srevauflensFll LGLUTIIMe (LPTEMaISGSIMS.

NFHS Rounds (1992 -2024) Intergenerational Comparison
NFHS &hmiser BB 5OV WDHEEHEE GamLuflevmsr

\;iexauzou) @UI®) (Marphatia et al., 2025)

NFHS-1 20062016 20162021

SC/ST & Wealth Index (UNFPA, 2022)

Poor women
marry 1.6

years earlier A\ g

Poor famlly Wealthy family

Marnage Before 18 [ 18-&(& (et
@msmm (Shri et al., 2023; Subba, 2025)

Qdds Ratio: 1.79
Stuntin (Pregnancy)
6UETITE 321
Gz (Motherhood)

Fig 2: @hSHwralled guhenss &HHLoenrid: yuienM)send LHMILD BHIe|dseiT

@uuLid @hSwraled GHWHwsS S(HLEWTD GBS SHvallarTi e semear allards@HSngi.
wWWSGSD QrmiFFwmrarmd, @bSw wreul L euewrUL (pb 2 eremer. @)L giLmabglev NFHS

HT6) GUHTLIL BIGKET, esumienio OHMID 2 L VBV allewereyser upPlw  LsTeflaileursigser
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ST L LUl (QeTerest. eusVGILDSSIL @)H Sewevpswmlt Gusntasaflstr @UfhH whHmid Hevai
wropBisst  STLFALUBGSSLIUL B, Plallwed  urenfluilsd  HHauLsmMers  Glsafleurs
QeuafllliL®S5IF DS

3. @Ybws HHwarsID@ sTHrTar #1114 s 1wl

Qpslwrelsd Gbews JHLasms s OUUOSHMSDETOT FI L puhAser sreaflbgiel
sTeV5HCVCW GsTLmiflwg. 1929@)sv @unmiiu’ L Child Marriage Restraint Act (Sarda Act)
BRHDS B BHLMTEDS (ST (PS0D GDDITESWG). HHBSTSIDSU LIS, SHewT anng) Lis
oD FHSSIULG), HEUTEH AoTHEhsE 21 arwgib, Cuansepsd 18 augib GmphguLF
Fl(pHLoewt euwisTs Bliewruildssiiul (Hererg.

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, yhwasw L Gmg Gueib sulILBSS, GLYHDS
B BLIMTHDS R HWILwerdGiw Ghmwre wrHPlwgl. BbsF FUL SIS H1h, FHLMTEMS
BLSGILTHST, QUDHEMTissrT, wLOHMID Hews 2mGGallliuauissT LB&H  SHTL ewevr
allglassliuLeord.  Gug)h, UTHGHUULL  GHYHwSeHE BIHSTDOD CPsVD  S(HLOTHMS
CFLVTHSTEH G 2_Mewioujb eupmISLILIL (HeTarg].

@) FFL L Bis6r @)HHSEUTH VD, HLEVITESHD LVTRTIOTS 2 61T6Td| 6TTLIENG LIV U166l
&L 13551 HFearmerr (Gausman et al., 2025). Srrwiypriisellsy Feps allglpswmassr, &@H DU
IS B, WwPHMID QUTHTTSTT OBHGHIGHET STTWIOTS, FLLLLTal awuBlng weTGu
Aploenriisst OsTLhs peL QUDIEsTmeT. sTarGal, FI L SOTSSEEIL T G)eambsl, Fops
allflliyemriey, &sval euriiliyssr, WHMID QUITHTTSTT ST YWD 6@(hHhISHTHS
9|0 GPwDwTEH ComelsrerariiLiL Geussrig gl eudlwprdng.

4. 570 LHMID Lpewmufwisv

@bs opiiey, 1992-1993 (NFHS-1), 1998-1999 (NFHS-2), 2005-2006 (NFHS-3), 2015-2016
(NFHS-4), 2019-2021 (NFHS-5), whmib 2023-2024 (NFHS-6) syslwr oymi NFHS shmiseflsr
srosmar @UIfEH olumLulld LwaTuBSSIADS. @b sreyser, 18 ewdbe s
Hmwenrd Qg Csran Quanssisr Fefsl CUIs@smer yiia) iUl LweTLL L e,
affleurer L@iumiie) NFHS-4 whpio NFHS-5 srallsr oy fiues_uflsd Guop@srerariiun L g).

NFHS, 15-49 auuwgieniw Queitast whmid 15-54 aiugisn_w operssr UHBlL Ssai0Hmer
UBIGEADS; @FHD Hmwent auugl, whseT QpTens, oCrrEduib, WHDID sl FFEs)

QBTLIUTET SHaUeVEBST @ bhBlwT, TBlVBIGST, wLOHMID wellwer LNrCssmi%sEnsEsTs
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Gaafaasiiul_psremresr. NFHS-6, DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer), siw 2_geails & wssefer seauGran
(SHG coverage), 142l L_6v ssvall, wpHmiid BlF ufleuidsemerser GUTsTD gl SemevriLsHememu)Ld
o sirer_dalwg (IIPS & ICF, 2026).

4.1 CGxeiral gz reiraeir

® Ghbu GCaxsralssrer — euwgl, uUTOleTD, FHoawT FBlewev, Hevall, GOHIDUS Heweveur
QarLiy, ofl () eusFsdl, B, &&ETHTID, Fewwwe) erflolurmer, of B GuTHLser
QSlweipeon Lgle| ClFiISs).

® Quenrser Casrailssmer — 15-49 euwg QuentaseflOBHg LNeTeeant], @)eri6lLI(HESLD,
wrsellLmil &#&THTID, GELU S 1b, STi-GYHews CrTeHSwid, LTI L 6D,
sorl | F551, HBSSML allhLLbISEr, GOHbU ST YHwahaon uslea) CFiISS.

® g arseT Caerallsbsrer — Yy enTHeafler LisTereanfl, $lhoenTd, Cauemsv, HHGHML HMley
wHmIb LweTuT(), 2ot | FFEHG, uTedlwed BLgews, Lredst werliLimsigasst, HIV/AIDS,
Yema ullewsv LMHMILD GILITETD, &@LU pigLlai® iy Slweperm Ldle CFiisg).

® o uilflwev YT B Caeraidsrer — 2 wrib, sTewi, ayGuwrGCerTLilsT, @Iés (WL HLD,
Qss  Fissemr Yeraf(hser, wHmid @uss wrdflsefller  giusnruilsv HIV
ufGFTHemesTdH6ir QY Hlweunewm LFley CFiiHF).

4.2 ugLiuruiey Blenevgssir

B)bhs ey cpetm Blewevsailsy Cumlamsreriiuil L g (1) ureusv wHmid Cuird@sser — @)hawm
LDHDID THVBISEHSETT GYhevs SlHoeT alllgnissr, Arrwliyn-pariyn @rufGser, (2)
FPSH-CILIT(HETTSTT HTTWRIHET — @LHeDS H(HLOMTSHIL T GsTLiyemLw sTresiser; (3)
Logistic Regression - @uybens SHpwentsgier CsrLiyspLw  pohw  Sryenilssner
SyELwTard HTamin Lstafufued L@gruTie).

4.3 aflarskass sryenilsear (Explanatory Variables)

® Nl ib — Slyrwliymid VUGl BETLILMLD 67T UsHBLILI(HSSLILIL L G|.

* s

* Frgl

® Glusseaflsit Heval Blewsv — SevallullsVeTHeui, QY TidLIG Hevail, ) TeadrTL_TiD Blewsvd Hevall,
LMHMILD 2 wirshevall sTer Hrerd, LilfleysartTs euensliLBssLiLLl L .

®  g{®wuF GFsveup — wealth quintiles oy lien_uils erail il L g.
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4.4 NFHS s&pmis6r — 1padlw SjoFmigseir

L& HETOISTEN S, 9, @rréalui,
NFHS-1 1992-93 CaFlw & wrBlevid oarl’ | FFHGI; GlLIeEsT S 6iT LHmILD
GYHMSEH6T 5G| HeresTLD
()T 16 LIS 9, Grréslwib,
NFHS-2 1998-99 26 wrBlevmiseir R r555CFTEMS, GICIE] QUEBT(LPEOM),
ClueTHefleT Blewev
HIV/AIDS, umedlesr LOGOTLILITBI & &6,
NFHS-3 2005-06 29 wrplevmiser
pari’ | FFEHGI, Lenauilemev/ g LITevTLD
wreul L erailevmer wHTHH6T, i
CxdAuwl, Lo BleVLD,
NFHS-4 2015-16 GUhengd Crréhdlwid, &ETSTID, &BIhLU
LOmeuL L LD
QUGIT(LPE»M
CAB (Clinical, Anthropometric,
ng,aﬂu_l, LDrrﬁQ)L'D,
NFHS-5 2019-21 Biochemical) ufGarHemer e,
LomeuL L LD
Gluesstsafleir Gousmsv, sHewreulsit Li63T6oT 6001
DBT, SHG s6uGrs, 19l L 60 sevall, Blg
Gg,aﬂm, Lorr;rﬂava,
NFHS-6 2023-24 uifleuit &g emevr a6, HIV ufGFrHemevt
LOTeuL L LD
aflfleurgssio (IIPS & ICF, 2026)
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@nsHlw NFHS semrs061sH\Y - SLymsd] (penmuilwiey

4 questionnaires 3-level analysis
use questionnaires Depth of data processing
/ﬂ\k household ) , : ‘ . : 3 Logistic
household Ve y X ) Y ; 3 N - ) Regression
= s i ‘ @ | A = / } NS
women WY G . - -
15-49 v v v .
® 0 B ® © ©
men NFHS-1  NFHS-2 NFHS-3  NFHS-4  NFHS-5  NFHS-6

15-54 1992-93 1998-99  2005-06  2015-16  2019-21 2023-24 1 ;’.“.’i
Prevalence & Trends

biomarkers

blood pressure, 5 expalanatory Factors
and HIV x

S @ =Be e

0.2 o a No education
Ao EE%‘{; ri‘i’ (= Primary, Secondary
——SC & ' Il 9 W Higher "
Residence Caste Women's Education Wealth Quintiles
(4 levels)

Fig 3: @bHlw NFHS senra0s@iy: 9 rmiisd) wpenmullwisd

Qbs Bsusv eusmyUL D FHHw CxsFw @GRHu B sHewraCs@illsr (NFHS) oyrmiigd
ymmeow allarsGEngl. swwwssHsv 1992 yxsv 2024 susnyuilsvresr g1 NFHS s&pmisaflsr
HTVECHETH 2 6Tarhl. QL HIDMSED BTOTEH umHWTRT CHaTallSHSHTeTHAT  LOMHMILD
UVGHILMSBSHIV cpsTm HBHHBE& uGgGlumiley Nyl sriciul Berearg. £C8w Residence,
Religion, Caste, Education, Wealth Quintiles eaeor @bas @sHw sTIrewlHET

Ul gwedlL iUl (hsiTaresr.

5. aubBews &H(HLOTSHLH6T allenareaydssir

@)eTibeum By FmwewTid GFiioug CUeaTHamer Feps, CLITHTTSTT, 2 arailis) WHMID 2 L 6V
FPHwres UTHEHHImI1qwgl. @)g uTedler FwsHgeulllsitenin, Hevall GHewmey, Geusmev eumiiliL]
SHWL_SH6T YHwauHmIL 6T GlbHEHHLOTES CSTLTLDL_WHI. YU1e|sH6T CSTL HEH HTL_(HssledTmeur:
GYPHDS S BHLOTID ClLITTSETST T HODET LITHSSDS).

Gambanwuglsd  FlGoswiio wPYID  GPHDOS CLMISD, STUIOTIEST WLHDID  GLpHewsdHerlsr
S Crradugamsyn LrHsAng. @erh STiLTissT, STOsSDE wsr LML, GmDhS iy
6TewL_, LOMMILD GHLPHews LTenTd CLITESTD ) LISHHISWET D HLOTEH 6TH TOISTTSMTTH6T. GLogyLb,
@eribeuwig) CUaTHERdSE STiwrenTd sHu@BL Hurwd HHasbd. Shri et al. (2023) Ger
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gpuieileruig, 18 suwdna@ wesr slpswrwrer Glusirgsst siliLwsnLujb suriitiy (OR: 1.79; Cl:
1.39-2.30) wpmud smisen yewwjid sumiiiy (OR: 3.21; Cl: 2.33-4.43) sewflswrs odlswrs
D ®H53!-

@embauigley Flmwewtid GFiIgH ClUITHST, GHHLU QUSTIPHDESE DHHLOTH Y6TTHSHEI (HLD.
WPLrClURSGHD HBBTTLD GHWMaUTS @) HLULSTE, HETHTT CFemeusemerts LIweTUBSSHID 6uTiiiL]
GPDADI. GlomTd WweTSHTSHST, HBSswL UpBlw plelsrmn g s LwsTUGSS
Cu&HD P ETTLOSTENLD HTTewToNs, S L L T STLLD 96DV LTSHISTULDD &H(HdbHemsVLiL]
IILaisssan(Hib. Subba (2025) @er e, sriiwriseflsr Fmwesr suwg 18-5@d
S HBSTE, euisHengl Ghemsmsetlen, Cuw eueridd @Germisev (stunting) wmohmid erew
G@PUT®H sailFwTs YFHMsEDS) saTLms 2 DIFILGSIWS).

2 svsarallsy, 15-19 suwg Amilsafley LiVT STITIHET QY SSTMETT. suaTih 6u(HLD BT (HH6T 6D,
speuleur(h yerHI Fomi 12 wWlsvedweir Amidlsst @)bs auwFed @hens Glumslsimeri; 15
anwFn@s Gewmeurest 777,000 Amlser Gubens Glumidlermeri. il whmib LygFeud, 15—
19 suwig) Cueitseflsy wrenTsSleT WahHw srrenisarm@. 15 eunwgn@s Gemmearer Amjdlseaflsy
STiiwyenTd yslswrs 2 srerg; 10-19 anwug Amdlsaflsv sidiun Qsriurer Asseser, 20-24
auwg) GuenTsener el S B|BLOTS 2 6T6T6dT.

@pgwrallsv, NFHS-6 greyluyg, 15-19 ewg Ouessaflsy «wwri 6.7 ssefsn  Cui
silifenfllserTaGeur  9Vevg TnHaTCo  SmiwrTiseTTsCeaur @ mbsert; &g NFHS-5
STV L SFl60 3)hhs 6.8 #567558)60mbg GMILILILS555 erallsy wrmaissnsv (IIPS & ICF,
2026). Qbs HTOHET, GPHDS JHLOID GODHSTYID, GleTbaiuig SiliLb G)sTaid Rk
Sallromret GUTgl HHTHTT FaITeVTS HigLiLiend euedlu|mid sl eiTmeur.

Fl(poewt  wpgeyser  GubuTYb  GlueTenfler all(pliLiliLig  SVeVTL), &M LDLISSH T T6V
T(HSSHLILIHFSTDET. D lieyH6T ST (HFlSTm6T: Hevailujsrar GlLiswTsHe6T, GlFLeubHS & HILDLIBIGaTF
GFiHhHeUTH6T, HBHTLILMBIGETE) 6UTLPLIEUTHET GILITHIOUTH STLOGLOTES & (HLOWILD ClFiSleT M6
WD, FTSHl, LPHIGLIYE DL IITATD alulener &(HLOT UWeNSWLD LTSS eTmerr. ererGe,
GYHmS H(HLewTdD GlLaTHefleT 2 L6V, &, Feps LHMID CUTHeTTSTT BHeverfls FHailromer
aflwarejseen sTHLOSSHIFDS-

6. ubms Hmwswris Cursgasst (Trends in Child Marriage)

Ulsireumid o Lsusmewr, 1992-93 wpasv 2023-24 suswruilevrest gm NFHS s&hmiseflsir @pbensg
Fl(pwent alFlssemsulb, CluasTHefler PHev FlHwawTsSSledr BHEHHTL auwenSUD UL’ (hd
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sr_Q&Emgl. (* — 20-24 awwgisg erdlrra NFHS-3/4 Ao gpiieyseflsy omilsengsull_ri

wrhHmi wgliiy; Gausman et al., 2024.)

NFHS-1 1992-93 49.4 —
NFHS-2 1998-99 =40.0 —
NFHS-3 2005-06 32.0/ 47 .4* 17.2
NFHS-4 2015-16 23.3/26.8* —
NFHS-5 2019-21 23.3 19.2
NFHS-6 2023-24 20.1 19.2+

6.1 a8 wg HesrHLNigliysar

® 32 gyar(h&efled GLheng & (HLOGRTLD FLomT LTEHld @0 CuwevTsd Gemmbglsrerg); NFHS-1
30 49.4% 5 @) wHHSH NFHS-6 @lsv 20.1% o885 gewpphgistarg (IIPS & ICF, 2026).

® NFHS-2 whmio NFHS-3 @enr Guiuyin, NFHS-3 wmmiio NFHS-4 G)ewL Cuiujib gswmey 1ilss
Geusors @) mbss (Gausman et al., 2024).

* FAyrwlym-psriyn  Caumiur®: 2015-16 Gev, 18-29 euwgy Quenrseflsev 32%
Srroiypriseflev, 19%  pasriyprseflsy 18  enwdme  wer  Fposwrid
OFiigCETewTL6vri; @)bd B)ewL_Gleuafl NFHS-6 @)epiih Qsriidlpg.

* wrplev Camur@®ser: West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand gy dflwsummlev ofls ailflsib;
Kerala, Punjab, Goa gdlwsumplsv gewmibs afl#lsin (Singh et al., 2024).

® wreul L erallevrer LGLLTHI&, LTH FITaflsEhd@er WewmbH(HHEGD 3 HeW oW TevT
2 sr-wrplev Caimur@sewer  CeuaflliL®SSHIFDGI;,  Flev  wTHlVBISEREGHT — Flev
wreul L misst CauFw Frraflepw el cpsdtm L BIF Bl allFlsHemHd 6% TesnT(heiTerer
(Gausman et al., 2025).

e NFHS-1 sresdd, QumbLrarer wrhlubsasd 18-29 awg QuamTsaisd LT
Cupul GLri 18 suwdm@ @psir S pwewrid GlFig Clesrenrssri; Kerala, Punjab, wmmib

pariym Jammu & Kashmir wi B allglaflsvsa.
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* JFrrwiymriseflsv, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal sg&lw
wrlevtisellss  75%a@n  Gupur L Quewsst 18 awdpha@ st Hmioewrid
AEIENQETG

e 2023-24 @sv, Qgevmismsnrt (23.5% - 17.9%), o _ssrraar (16.2% — 8.8%), siprLgsm
(21.3% - 15.3%) 2 sirafl’ L Quourevrsst wrBlevmsst NFHS-5 o 1 et il ioGuimg
GO S555 PTCOTHDEDHE: HIL1q ujsTeTer.

Spdwreailed GWHme Sl(HLemTd: alleneTeseT HMID GLITEE 6T

2 1 60 oHMID 6T eilenene, &6 GUT&GS6I (NFHS-1 (p56d NFHS-6)

; GYHms Smwean ellghssr (%)
5 | 49.4%  474%  47.4%
‘ 3.21 | .

&@1bu

QUGTIPEND

NFHS-1 NFHS2 NFHS-3 NFHS-4 NFHS-5 NFHS-6

ueTiFA 7 I . ) ELBU&@M QUQ-l&GiT b

GaThlu B g e Bihar e &

(N [ z | 1 398% a4 M

Symo-p&i Uil
22 9

EXIC ) 33.2% 32%

& &6086T ; 19%

7.3%- v

Kerala

DG EGF My
“ Symotiymd  H&FIYDD

'«
L}

Fig 4: @ hHwralled @gubens 5\ (HLossrsdlsr allswearayser wmmin Cumdsdgdseir

QuuLwrars GpHurald Gypms HowensHer sE@WwTT 2 Ld wHYID e
urdliyseper eofleards@Engl. ewwsHe @erd STud auerisd) GeTHW @WHePSU|D D _6TeTaT.
Guogitb, NFHS-1 apg60 NFHS-6 susnrullsvres £muwent aldlsd gamey, s wpmih Gsrerrallsr
rPHlev Blewev wmmid Slrmw-p&T PUITL (S SreysHeT Flev GgefleurTsds sl il (heTeaTet.

7. waib O F1H Ceumur®asar (Religious and Caste Differences)

B (BT LIPSHEUPESBISST S0 WHDID FTH &SSEhSHDLGW WIHILGSSTDET. GLPhHas
SBHLOGTLD §p(H GLD H6VVGI FepshsHNBs i HIb suewrwmissiiuL_alsvensv. 18 anugdln@ wpsir
Hmwardy  Osing  Quemsailer aldsn  pevelbsals oFsd, OGS @)bsssend
sTewrliL(h&ngl;, SPlevgeauiser wHmb LD wWHEGWSSHefly Ufi L erallsy @Gswmeurs
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QICILEET

Sl grgl (Scheduled Castes) wpmud Sl bl wpmigy (Scheduled Tribes)
CuanseflenL Gu GYbews FlHUaTD CSTLIbS JSHWTS GBESS APSTHI SFTUSEISDET
2 grer_salw Pradhan et al. (2024) syuie, rd uqtusnruileorear @bs G)swLCeuefl
STVLICUTEED  ClwglaursGar  G®DMbE UHaUmSS STL WS, FTFH WHMILD  LLPBIGLYE
SjewLwmerid, sevall wHYID ClFabms alll GDDHS HYTCa HTERSMSS ST IGTTRID, I
@) siteniid sp(p Ysirafluilwisy FHwirs wpohdlwiorer sryenflursGsu 2 rearg.

8. swbHms FH(HwewrsHsr sTyemilasr — Logistic Regression ugliumruiey

allerdasll ugliumiley &Tlquwg: Srmwlyn Cluessst, ssallullveors 6L, sremLp
GOuBIsaflsy CLITEHST iP5 allFlsdhHe0 GHWhHews Sl(HLOWILD. eTTsD, @leweu LM LilssTevresst]
sTrenflsefler sréssensun  Llrslusdlssdsam Bib. Logistic Regression wweru@ssiiul @),
audflN b, wgb, Frg), sal, GHODUF CFeud YSweaupmler seflssell BHTohsBIS6T
WAL L.

WPyayssT. auAlLL 1D $ailr wHm SweTsg STrentlsEhd LsTafluilwed FHwTs 1pHalwmnreaTene.
W&, FTdl, ClueHeflesr ssvall, GHIDUF GlFVUD GHLHewD B (HLONTHGIL 6T GG TL TLEHL eH6.
Heval LMMID &HLLF ClFeV6ULD LOld eUEYIEUTET ST TeuTlb6T. () TesTL MLD BleweD Bj6V6VG| 2 Wi Heail
Qupm GueastssT, HevalluilvevTsouissner alll Wsab Gmmeurs 18 anwdha@ et FHeanTid
QFwiflesrmerit;, GFveupbs GOLUBISal CluaTHer, ey Ghbubismer alll GmmeuTs
@eribanuglev Flmwewtid GFiiflsrmert (Singh et al., 2024).

UNFPA @hglurallsir (2022) ugliumieyn @ews 2 mislliu®dbs$ns: Guaseflsr ssvai sk
et Y BlaMNE@Curg, Smwenwr anug 0.36 yewr@ssr 2 widlng;; wealth quintile
SqliuemLulld), gy wHpIb WS ST GHLUBIGmerE GFihg Cuamsr, CFdabs
GObukismerd CFihs Gusssamer alll Frreflwurs 1.6 g asrhser (psrersTs:CGar F(HLoewTLD
QFiiflermeri. Srrwliyml GuasEhsEGLL, Wesdlh, EPlevger, wHMID LD WSS
Quentseps@  odds ratio wrmuBFDg; Sl upkigyuilerflen, Gu odds ratio
GO 555 jerails) YFHlsTeH 2 6rerg.

9. QaraiTewa LM bghIen TaH6iT

GumasentL sevrLilg liysefler 9 litenL_ulled, @)bSlwmallsy @)eTibauwig FH(HLaTSems LSS

Ulstteu b LsVLIfomenT G\&TaTewd BHL 611G &HewEBH6T jeudluitd sTesri) LMl b em T LU (BS6Tn 6T
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GYHws Hmwewtd SHLILF FLL (b (2006)-61 suspisumer, Frmesr oeVTEHSED — GMILILITS
9B H LTSS Gdn 1q Ul LOTHIVBISHET LOHMILD LoTeUL L BigerleV.

Cuentsefler sHevaiullsy 9Hls YWHed(H @ renTLmid Klewsd WHMID 2 wiTBlenevds Heailen
QBTLT 2sGallliL, usTefl GlenL_BlHmensvs &H& G0 L BISsT.

wedleuTsdT, MBI lgll UsTafld sHevall  CUTEHGUTSSI, 2 FHal50sTems, LHMILD
CILICT S E1hGHTET S6vl] SLHILILIDMD UFSFH6T 2 6iTafll L 2 6iTaL L ewLLiL] pHT6).

gy GOULUBISEHEE Bubsemerdsdglul L ussr uflwrhns Sl kissr (Conditional
Cash Transfer) wpmib BlF s5re] HHwaTsEmES R QUTHMTTSTT HTaITSHS &HMHSGILD
LOSSTBMEVEMIUI (&HWM SHH6V.

Fepas  allflliyentiey UlrFerrmiser  Frgl, wsd, woHmid Nrrhdlw g liuenL_ullsv
SSULWSTTSESLUL L. SHeus) OGTL L 2 GBlH6T cpevld, GHHDUBIGST WHMID FpsHd
SmeauTHmeT FHILG S H60.

wreul L gerallevrer Gpnlemeussiiul L semeouTRsst  CaFw/wrBley Frraflsendss
SLILITEY, HFFH LITSIILI6TOrT OT6UL L BISEDET WL UITOTID HeWT(H) QUETBISENET §3515% (H)
Q=igev (Gausman et al., 2025).

uredlesr  SgliuewLullevresr  susiTpewm MM  @eTIOLhES  HCrrdhdlw
CFewoULHEHSHTRT  emIBemeL  GLoldLI(hGEIsH6V TMHATEeU B (HLOGHTLOT 6T
()T OILIGHTH EHEHEHTEIT HSTHTT LMHMILD B CVTFMET CFeMeU6iT.

SHG (Self Help Group) #euGrsy wnmid 148l 60 Blg Caidemassww ailfleyLi(hdgise0
ueitsafler QurmerTsTr Fwrl Asvw Cuwibu®@szev (IIPS & ICF, 2026).
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. . - . . . . . . ‘
AnHu GYHms ;QGD}D“U;%,@!D?SHSFT Q&neTens LIfhSHIMTE6T HMILD (PIge|enI)
sjesflasem OHMIL LeTeflalleurmniser oA

2 Sk
N Gl g0 N £
‘\‘ij \-: 20.1% " 98.9% WYY
gt >(NFHs-s)/

/"} @ \

s pusss Y g

s wHMID #r1H UIE (NFHS sr6y)
L&D g

vosicer [N oiesow

Bigisast goip [

2
Sfievpauisar B 57.0 Jfﬁ @57 s [ 5.6% Q&

Logistic Regression (ipeya&eit (&myenfl eflenerey)

s6all Qeéveuid dymoliyp @ guilar
S|EDLIWITETLD SIEOLIITETLD

(o }

GQHSST 5Pl D

LISV (PE0IET DG (PEMID ePEVIDd GRibens H(Bloeargms eifiiCumd

Wi 1t 1

Yerargpns

[ gevall HYIL Qunmearysny Cubun@ aSlwwmerg)

Fig 5: @ hHw gubems HHLoswrshSnasTear siryewtlasepd 6\srarends Lif bl en I e

@uiuL_gglett @)L & LGS WHD, FTLH LHMID Heveal, CUTHOTTSTID FTihd %HTTevwllaemeart
yereflalleurmisepLer  allard@Smgl.  eusvg uUdbs  @)hSlwraler euemrUL GalsD  LTHlev
plewevgsswerd (20.1% NFHS-6), gubews Slpuensidams ulssd FLUL weOrdEsd, SHevall,
plFwyseal, #srarr Gurernm 8 waHw Oaretens ufbhgewrseverd BHeTeT Haeusy
alleT&SLILIL DTS 6THSSHIWTHS M.

10. ppyaysm

QpFurallsd FIHUeDTD R WPHSWIOTST Fups BHIYIQUaTd. SBHLT (p1ge|seT ClLBOLLITEILD
CQuUDHCmTi Vg GHLUSSOTIT T(HHEILGSBTDET. LY Fepsmisheflsd, 6lLIGTSHT
CQUITHTTSTT &eLWTES UTTSSLULBGSSTDTT. @)FHRTTL aumiewi, HeVal GHwmey, Fepds
THTUTTLIL&S6T — @)aTibeuig) F(HLOERTEHMS 2a1ds &6 d 3651 M 6vT.

GYh®S FHLTD WPSTY| FFTUISEISD HFIOTHES GODHSTYID, PTEND ClLTSIOITS
2 grerg). NFHS-6 (2023-24) sreyliug, 20-24 auwg Gussrseflsy mbdled sppeur 18 anwugdln @,
et Spewtid GlFiigCarenrgmpsTr (IIPS & ICF, 2026). Gum @ subismard, (Fsmi, gomisenr
QFweunPlev G Fla alldlspid, Carerm, LeherTt yHweupmled 10% @b GHewmeurest aildswpid
& 6wt L1 LI (h) ] 63T M 60T

GUYHEDS S(HLOEWTLD HYWTHS FeLpHd & (LPHHETIID 2 6Terg; YeTTeV eJewlp, Hevailullsvsvrs,
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slrrwliyn CuestsaflenL_Cuw HFsb. 2 wissval QDD GlLSTHT GmDMeureT allElsdhengu|ib,
Ee b eTewlp & bLBISHeTD ClFvaubS & HLIBIGMET aill CLpSTYI LB SIS alldlssemsu|Ld
ST QSISTDSTT. gL HMILD Frl CeumuTHEHEHLD C\BeflaTsd &reanTiiLI(hsleTmeuT.

GYbms SlHwents SHLILF FLLib (2006)-61 suspisurer jwevrdad, GluasEHeaflsir Heaiulsy
95 w3e0®, welleuren usrafls sal, gy GOLUBISEHSE B AHTO|, WOYID FUps
afliflliyenrie) yalwswar Gbslwre|sss Comawrar widlu smeufHaer G0, GPHDD
F(HLewThens spullitigl msdlw prhsefsst SDG 5 (uredlesr Fd g 6uid) Bvdhemns emL_ausbn @D,
Cuenrsefler o Grréslwid, Heval, o fewwsmsst, erFliaTew euaridd  YslweuhHewm
GubU(BSSHISD G Hjeudwib.

®)bs o iey, cross-sectional analytical framework vwesiTuB SIS MGHI; CaAw YeralsvmeT & oL
HTS 0% B HTe|sener ClesTeanT(H), H(HLONT UIIBT FOPH-LDSHEHETOISTENS & TTeanllHemar 2y lile)
QFiFmgl. stdlisrew uiieyser, NFHS-6 @)er wreul L gjerallsvrer sreysemerts LiweTL(bhsba),
GLoayiib mIewIdaLomesT, LITThalw SiglitienL_ullevret HemeouTl (B 2 SHlBeN6T aulg6UeDLIGESH 2 _F6 LD
sTeT T LT ESILEADS.
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