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Published on: 01-09-2026 Focusing on descriptions of animals such as the elephant, deer, wild boar,
_ monkey, and tiger featured in Sangam poems, this article examines how their
;?n‘;rirlf’s‘)ond'”g Author physical structure, diet, family attachment, and conflicts with enemies were
shyamalal685@amail.com | Meticulously observed by poets and recorded in poetic language. Poetic
conventions—such as comparing an elephant's tusk to the crescent moon and
screw-pine bud, a wild boar's head to a mortar, and a monkey's infant to a
human child—are taken as examples for analysis. The knowledge of animal
classification provided in Tolkappiyam's Marapiyal is also comparatively
analyzed in this paper. The ultimate conclusion of this article is that the
intellectual dimension of natural observation, combined with the artistic
dimension of connecting it to human emotions, together form the zoology of
Sangam literature. It presents this as a rich dataset of the ancient Tamils' living
knowledge and linguistic wealth, useful for contemporary ecological and
cultural studies.
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#maain (Abstract)

FBIS (Pevshaslwd LHSLIPTeT @uiDenss ausTeflliLs SmeneTib ailevnFass58HT([H jauTsHer
& renTiy (hhs GBHEISW 2 neweuw|d alleTd@ eueTlfldhs QL euenTT L. B)&HSL(Hewr FhisLl
urLevsefled @)L belumid wrewer, wmer, HTL(HLU usTy], GG, el wpHedw allevni@ssr
QB TLTuTesT CFUIFIHEN6T HLOWILLTHS & Tt (), SjeuNMIeiT 2 L sVewLoliL], 2 ewTeyLpenm, & Bl
upmi, erBlfsEpLaTTOT GCTHL  YHlwewar  LjVUTHOTTY  6TUUTN|  [ISNISBLOTSH
saueflssiul B salleng  Cuwrifluiled ugley G Finuliul (HeTeredr eTaTUMS Y TTUISDSI.
wrewetullest @iy UenpBleoGaur®  srewy YBHLCUTHID, ST ustPluiledt  Hemev
2 gGeur(Hib, GHImigle &L 1y wesflsds GHWhewSCWTHD Uit LD 2 euewLo WTL&6T 9y ll1e]dd,
T(NSH1SHTL_(H&HemTHd OamerariiLl_(hsrerer. Garevsriilu  wriilwey euphig allsvnbE
auemaslIuTL_(h Py @)ss (Bemruilsd) Uil @ Crrésliu®dng. @uipens susrefliiy
eTenId Wleyls uflwTewTipld, Hewd wesfls 2 swrieysCerm(h B)ewents@Hd Hewsvll LiflomenTLpLd
B)ewenTHCH FBIS (B)VsEIW alleVBIF WMV 2 (H6UTHEHSSTMET 6T LIS @)dHaL (HewTuiledT (Lpig e TesT
HMHSSTGHW. g uphsOlleT eurTpalws) HPlewarud GwThld GlFLauGmSHU|D (B)siTemDIL
GUedlwsy HMID uaTUTL (R Y UIeysEhdBEGL LWeTUMLD  6UeTOTT  SHTeyd HETLOTHE LD
(LPSITEDRUSHIM .

HpeyFQFrmaser: Fuis @evdsSwid; allvmdwe; @Qupens HeusTeflliy;, 2 susviouilwisd;

BTV TLILwiD; @Gedlwsv eurdriLy.

(PSITEIDT

FB%S  @evsSwid  UphsOTeT euTpsHems empepwwld Funensd GETH  Sjeuiser
& menTig (hhs CBHEISW 2 meweauujd UFle OGFiigister GlLMmL @VEEIdS HeaTEhFWIDTELD.
weflgiseert upplu CFiglsst wi HLostyl, Seuisamerd GRbIBHS e, STE, AMI, LWL,
&y, upemer, allvBi@ Yslw QUDNEDEE FnmIBEHLD FhIGL UTLVSH6aIL 2 ulliliLL 6T
@)L Glupmsitarer. GHDIILITS aileVBIGH6T Gleumiid HTL_FI ClLIT[HETHETTSH VLTIV, HeuDNlssT
2_LUSDIOLIL|, 2 WIQY(PEPD, LSS, J&&id, ausdleno, GHDUL LuPDI, mflL & Glpsd Curstn
ueGaim LTS ERL 6T USleyGFinuliu’ (Herterer. Gsrevasriiilu wrilwedls ailevnki@aseaflsr
QperuTm Guwi, Guesturm Gluwir, @erewwliCluwi CuTsaTnemear SafldSeaflwTsds F»nliLBeaug)
upphsLilpfler o ullfler gnlewsu GleuaflliLiHdHHISIDGHI. UPBISLILIL L CLHpeY LeUmTSHIIVID Fhidk
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BvsEHWSF0 BT, H(LPHSH, LLEWET, HTLG, LOTET, &I hIE, WTeweT, Ledl, &Ilewr, eT(HewLo, LieTH]

Gumeitm Lsv allevmigGaser uPBlw allflauret GFiiFlser ClgTEdaLILIL (hsiTaTsyT.

Fhis Q0SS WSS eT 9 %LCLTHeT/YDUGLT®HeT wrilsd Blevib mbsrals WflsEsiul @ (@nlepd,
(PEVEMEY, LO(HSLD, G LUIHEV, LITENsV), spsuGleum(h Blevd S M@ Lo 2w b, Limeveu, aflevnki@ oy dlwieT
'BHUCILITHET 6Tend glitienL_uils G)ewentdhsliuLl (heTener. @)HeTTs) aileVnI&H6T Hevllbs
o _uilflermiserTas i (HosTy, spH BlevliLGS S uleT QuIDensHd FLpeMeVU|LD bIE, eUT(PLD Lo& S 66T
surpallwspeoub GMlEHG GOUTHSTTHaLD GlFwsVL(BSleTmer. @)sususwsiiuT®), UPBHSLOIHT
Qupswassmw  sm  Osrglurer  gewwliurs  (System)  yfbgsGsTewTL.  pewmenw
THSSIESTLHHDF].

Qerempw CpraHElsy CHrahGLCUTgl, FBis @sEHlwsse @)L b6lumibd @)ssmaw allsvbig
uglayser @evddlw Hlwes@ WL (HwedsvTsy, @Gwedlwsy sugsvrm (ecological history),
uewTurT B eflevmdgwsv (cultural zoology) Gumrerm @ewL_Hredlwisy S uieyd WM EHSEELD
WHIYLGS HTreysener supniGSlaTner. @)basl Henr @euall® Lflwrasrhisemerd @)emeantdg)

FBISLI LeVeuT Hefleir {IenTGemtrdbens ailardss pHUBE M.

9 u1e) Cprdaid

® Fms BsSlwsFev @)L DELMID aileVnIF 2 _UEHLOBENETUILD 2 (ThH6US MBI DT LD

|EML_WITETLD &T6uT6V.

®*  LhsLlpfler Qunens eusTeflliLd Spewer @)evsEwd FreTmisHeT eulfl SCILTH

CFUIB6V.
® SlVBIGHEHSHGLD WeflH euTpailwig)ds@h @)ewL CuiwimeT G\GTL_TewL ) TTiiighe.

® GeTevsTULw Ilwed g HmISEHL 6T FhisL LTL 6D Lglaysewer Uil (B ChbTd@HpHev.

IS BHra|b peomuiluigyyip

@)&5L_Hewr UDBTEYTMI, HSHTHTMI, HHDV]eweant, FMILITESTTHMILILIEDL, LOFGIDTHBTEhF sl
FBIS @evsalw prevseflsy @)L b6umid elvBiGs CFLISHMET (psVS SHTauTsHds 6laTeaT(H),
aflergsswpenm (descriptive) wmmid sprnfi @ (comparative) sjemi@pswmassverts LiwsTLBSS)

Cumblsmerariiul Rererg. GCunGsmer &TiL Liu@Bid subleur@ urLed euflyyb  epevLl
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Urgluledmpg oiuigGuw sriiul (), 9smaTer ailardssid @)emeantdssliul (Herearg.

1. allevBigsweards sousstlsgs LbhsLONeT ey

FBISL LeVeUTH6T @QuNensenil HIeIsHETSHS Heauesisglsrerari. e allsvhislsr o L edler Bm
Coumiur®), 6T 2 miliysefledt euigeuld, o ewTeyll ULSHBLD, eTHMEEHLTTOT GLOTH6,
GLIgEmeT UTHSTSHD GureiTn GlFwsoLTHssr sallewsuilsy uHley CFunuliul (Hererest.
QperTed FEISE QLSS WSS sTewTLILGD allvbig OFuglsdr Fevsalw  pHSwGar(H

L (HILOEVEVTLOED, [HHT6V LdHH6f T @Nends HDleyL_e9ib CGTL LjeHL_wene.

s allevmigledt safldFfpliewusd &L HeusM@ LVsUTHET BT 2 (heubHems b6 HMhs LIm
Qunewss QurmLs8arm(h Ll Rsiraresti. wrewesuilesr wpLiy Blevallet LilswmEwiT@I TewLp

) HLEUT@HL Uil Liu®eug @)5DH&HF FAnbS THSSHIHHTL LT GLD.
"wlevey Cami B Lisv saflmpCpr®"”
"Lisomimar aursrCsrL &) ysvrswrsd wirsneor”

— ymwrsyray 359 ; ysprsyrmy 115

wrepeTullest  ClousTeLOWITET,  UW6Ths  HLILSST — Blevaller  Llewmeww  555HTHL
Hooliu®SSLLQSSTDST. (3)H6T cpsVid  wirenesTuiler 2 1 vewiliswl CBriguirsd: Heausflss

yeveufer sriFliLpd g slmesr GeusflliLiGE mg).

Qg revsrinui wriusdd alowmigseisr syarurh Quwr, QueLrhd Quwit, GeTewiGLwi
@ wanmns safssafiGu Ll 4wedl Herari. @aeuamat UGLUTie), Befar o ullfwedsr
@ ereuswsiurl ® (taxonomy) fAbgewerenw spshHlHLLG GVIUIUILSSHE5EI. B)H6T PO Fhidk
HTEV LISOOITHEHID G)evdament pFAfwieeph GupHms 2 0ews @b WPeODWTET Ble|d HeToms L

uTighs ailgb LeoliLBEImg).
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uL1p 1; wirenssrulledr L LiLih LIewmBleVeyLd — FIBIHLI LJeVUNT60T 2_6U6WLOMBIUILD

2. wrefler 2 L svswioliL] — G umend Sjeusmestliiler Frerm)

FBI% @evdsdlwgglev wrer LLGaum Guwiselley @GP LuBSIDGI. SeuDmIsT @)remevLpTssT
PGS Bp Yewwliyd STrewTorTsd SellFfApliyLwsress HAssMEstuGsng. @pliurs
ST 2 L 600  HHmewWWLD  GleusdTewoulld  YMLHB HBGD eSS  LjsVauT ST
HeueslGgleTarari. er  (Qremevmeflest  WPHGLUDILD  SH@Hewwwrseyd  euullHmiiLymid
ClouarsnwTaeb SranrliuBleumsi urL e &L GADg. Qbs BITISHLTET LS, Guhens
2_ullfleriisemer Gpile) gjaugrealss ymiueibms claaflliuGs315DsI-

"B EICHY Brewsv CFaH@GLOLIS) 2 wiTLIg%HHE"
— ysmrsprmy 91
Qg 'QumGsy'  ereTugh  UHlw  SEHWeDWF FLHL  UMBUND  HEWLDHSIGTETS.

@ rewevwresfler FndfApliewu gliuenL wrss ClaTentL. @bsF FU(H), FBISL Ljsvauiseflst

Qunens ChTdhens allard@alngi.

3. s\ usrPluiler CsTmmID — 2 _susnoullsv GeuafiLGID GwhHens jeuskrestlliL]

FBIS @eVESWSHB STL_(HU usTrluller o L sewwlienuls ugey G i GCumgl, BT
SMVLILIGHEHSG PohHwsgHeud efllssiiu’_Herarg. sTLG0 ustHluller sewey HPEHTeHES
sallbhgId, @@ LGB HHOTMID MILSHSHD Gallhgid AndbeHid SrenTliLiReusbTsLl LjsV6Td6T
@pludl@alsrmeri. @)5CHTHMHMD HBHTEV LdhaeTler HTMTL. euTpailsy LiwsTUBH GBS L
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2 geyiLer @UUILBd sriguilplug) @PUUL 55581 @)F6eT cpevd T LeTHluller
CarHmobms HIWIGHWTHS HasSsEHTH), SwahGL uflFFwwrer Gurmeflear aflurs o %er
2 _(HOUSMS QUTFHTHEHSGHS STLFALLBSSW Lvaliseaflssi 2 _aiewind Fmewestujb  mlw
CRTLLETE
"CFCswrmreir YHs1pBS5 1o1g sumeiLy LiusbLflsir
A papss Cotpst L't Lyrsd"”

— waiwrsHresd, 294-295

@susuflsafley "afppss Capsv" sterd ST (B0 usifluilesr Yo HPChrTeHHs sallbs

CarHm&gIL 6T @MU LB SIDS).

"LHpDmwVLI LyBTEBWV 2 5L 1y 2 FHDHVE
Capm vsr) aftp suwsd”

— ymprsprmy, 152

@uiurLev suflseflesr suflwrsd sri QU usTPlulledr Hewew o gewmevls GUTETD 6ulg6USHMHD
QasrenTL_gTes Leveui STLFALLBSHSDTT. 2 redledt @ LGS YHOTMID LMILGS GallbgIb
ANSHID sTewTiiL(eug Cumev, TR LUsTHUIST SV HWWHI (HLILISTEHS nmLiLi(heug)

GO G555 2 _auewLowIT@GLD.

4. &um1@ — GwisvLLd 2_aisnLouLd

GIBIE Fhis @VEHH WSSV wewsw WHMID ST (HEF FGHUPCTH CBHBISIW CGTL TL DL WHTHS
STeRTLILOF DG). 96T CHTHMLD, Bwidaid, 2 ewreylt Lipdsd GLreTmensy LIVEauM| LITL 60&6( 6D
&L LLBh$lermest. @rmdler sewevwuilenr weflgiseflsr semeowulCrr@h Uil(ih 2 suswiou|ib
FBISL UTL 0y @)L b6lumiSng. @)g elevBidlesr @uevenu wesfls euTpCoaur® @)enewTd @b

sallensd sipewer GlauaflliLhsH51E DS
"CrrerLIsL’ ) 2_10swTi 2upsHHCUITH) BB

0BT YT Yyeoreor toBhk)"”

— AmyursorrmmyLitisnr. 56
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2 i) euewflsisefledr euadriqsEhL 6T aubsd GHIBIGHDS GHL k6T, FAmjwulmenLw FAneuisenert
Gumeitm CHTHMID G\EHTETIY (HHSHTH QUILITL O HL_HBMSI. esllHs GLPHMSHEHSGHD &I BIGHS
GLI9HEhSGLD GewLullsvTer CaTHD pHmIswew It LweTLRSSUsTer B)HS 2 auenio, Ljsveuler
g flw seuesfllisnu GlauafliL(®hS515 M.

5. wreneTuileir 2 _swreyll LIPSHHUPLD @B DL LIHWILD

WTeNST FBIS @eVdhEWGSlev s allflaursls ugley CFunuliugl L ailevni@serley QeTnTEGLD. s6dT
2 ewTeyll UWSHSHLD, GOILIUTS PpBIFlD (pewearewwl ail(HOL] 2 edTLG, LV  LITL 60660
GO Ou@FDg1. Yewsall_& Apliurer GFiigwrs, L igufern Gluent wrensTullsr LFswwid
BT VT WTEHST WPHDTH APBISID PeDeTeDWS H[HLD HTLS SjHBTOTHHIEL @)L bEILMIFIDS.
@51 wremestsafler @G@HLUL uTFSemsujd LrTwfiy Gusvenuwd CeuaflliLBhiGgiIb @)vdbalud
FTSHTHTH HeWLOEI DG].

ST BT 2 VBS GlwsrearswL oL LiLflly
BT LIF] BT UL 6D LI/BIFHIT UIT6I60T
GPDDT ApEIFD WpewIS% Lt Hib"”

— ysBrsprn 85

GLgeww meTn GCluenT wrewssTullsst LAewuid Hidhs YT WTEWET LPHMTSH CLPBISIED (LPEHETEDILI
QULPBIGAUSTHS @) ILITL 6V dnMISIMGI. alleVmiGsafleit 2 _enreyd CoHLaid GHObuts ugTofliiyb eGr

Quipenss sTi_Fullsy @)swentsaLiLiL (hsTeareT.

6. wrewer — L6b) Corse: Gumensuilsr 2 ullieurpeys Gumrymi_L_1b

srl(Qureneruller wahEw  erFlflwrs’ el smis QesFHwussed &L LuBSEng. e
WTENSTEMUWIS HTdHEGHLEUTEI, wTewaT 6t (HLLeTTL 6TdTdgHI CGUTrm® &Tidl LrLsvseflsy
srentliL®&mg). Aev ursvseaflsy LedlullsT &mP LgbS wTeneTuiledT WHLL CFBIGTHSST LoeVT
Sevsvg eurewpliy, GCursimeumEmr(h UL LuBEngl. @)dsmasw STL FHAsH6T Gumens
2 6vdledr @)ewr—Ceul_emL_wimig 2 _memeuuLd 2 ullieumipeydasrest Gumryrl L gengu|id

CeuaflliLi(SI5]65Tm 60T
" BB BIYILD DYHTIBISDL_T5 F562/T 6T
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AepulliLs tiswraflsr aruiayLiiF] ssoar@urs
Blwmwisen] pL' 1 GlLipehFlsr 2_apsmsy
B0 BAVTTS FFLIL 2 161ph%
Guotroswf] aflarsdler ysvr Fisg "

— YBBTILY /2

@50 urLedld  ysd-wrever Gursdsr Lallrd  srAOu@SSULEEADS.  Leduller
STEGHSmOVW LD wWreweTulled eTliliswLwd @)ewentdg ST (B @bss FAsslrn, @wmhendsulst
o ullieurpey’s  Currml i gewg o eTisgIFngl. Qbplspese @evevwrar  wHEDTH
T(hS315STL_(H FC el sugliurs (LGgl 10) allersgsiLBSIng).

7. wrsweTuiler LY — Gumenss 2_aisngsaflsr 6l ps»Lo

wrewesTulledt WML ST FBISL Ljvauiseaflsii 2 aiewi 2 V&L pshalw @)L 1b GlumislsTmenT.
©l6w6voTEW LOWI T6OT, UM H S LO(HLIL| S 6T Ulewm pBleveyL_syiib BTEOLP 9| (HLDL{L_g9)|LD
sl Ou@dlerper. @)ser cpevd Gy Glumrmeflsdt eulgeutd, BIMD, euewersy YSlw LV

Fn MIHEMETLI L|VUTH6IT 69 (1hBIF 6mewTdg1dh BIL_(hledTmevti.

"wrewip GlLimmiIsalmay wimLiLiler ysirer oLy wpblity"”

— pmmlewsvr 19

wreweTullest  GleusTewowiredr  @HLLS  STewlp Y HLCUTH UUGEDS. allvmiglsr
2 L UemLImUIW LD STOUTSSOT 2 (heubewsujld (ewenThgill ULTTHGHL FBISL  LeVeurflesr

2 suswLBWLD @)nki@ GeuaflliLBEmai.

8. aflevmi@asEnHId esflz eurpallwisy)ib

FBI% (QsFWSS0 aillevmigast wefls eurpaiwededBhhgh SoflldHHIl LTTESILL ailVens.
GeaulewL_, Geusmrenrenio, 2 ewrey, Liwewntd, Guri, @&@ULD, UTgSTOL CUTETD LD SHeTmigerflsD
el  weflaTaGarT®  OTLiyswLweneuwTas  ugleuTslssimest.  GUIOUTS  SHT(HEEHS S
S| (HBYI6TaT ailewaTBleVBIGATN) WTEHRTHET LjGHhg LIUITHDET 2 6STamIHe, SlemeurLiL|edrnidefls0

@)raflev Guiuiged CuTsTn Blapeysst LIPHSLLTlsiT CouarTeant suTphenasGuiT@h ailsvn @ Ehs S,
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@b  Coriy Casriiewus  srl(Qalermer.  elvmigsefler  CFwmHUTHSET  evfls
2 _EWTT6YHEHSHGLD 2 6UMHLIHEHHGHD YSTTOTHSTDT. GThiSledT CHTHDID &HLPHMHHSarTT(H
suUllLOu@eugl, wreseruilsst w@ly deppGur® ouul tiu®eugl, wrefler Bn Sewwliy
mICuwTss  GPIUALOu@eug Curarmensy @)sDEGF FTeTmiser. @eueurm @uinensenuili

uTisg MlHd Seiaud saiewselwriflwirs wrHmliul (Hsrarg,.

9. FmIsL LUTL VEaTled ailevEl@aser — B)svddwpid jmlailwisyib

allevmiGasenearts PPl FBISL LgleasHemer Cleumib @)eV&HE W HVBISTTLIOTS %(HSHIIG! f6umhmler
e LW TET GlLIT(Hewerd FHHaslall(BIb. allevnGseaflsr 2 L sVenLoliL, 2 e Ll LILPSSHLD, HL G0,
e1&flsEnLeorresr 2 mey, GOul uryrwiliy Curerm CFISlssT Chriy QuihHens 9jeusk TevflLiLier
Sl ullsd evwpgierersr. G5 CHrHIlsd swear 2 auwi, 2 BHAISD, TS, 2 miie)

&l @)evdbFSwts LwesTUT(hEemerwd GlLmmieTerest.

@)paTTL FBIS @evsdw allvbisluiey @rent(h) UTTTBISMaTS: CBTHTL GTHS & ([HBHEVTLD.

WPSHVTeUGL|, BUNens 2 VemsE SeusbTeslldhg LFley OlFiis mleyls ufloTenTd. @)TenTL Teugl, 9bhd
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