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Abstract

In Tamil literature, the expression ‘Ezhu Pirappu’ (Ezhumai) is closely associated with the concepts
of virtue, the consequences of actions, and the belief in rebirth, as well as with the cultural symbolic
significance attributed to the number ‘seven.” This expression occurs explicitly in several couplets of
the Tirukkural. Taking these couplets as the primary textual sources, the present study undertakes a
comparative examination of related references found in Sangam literature, Silappathikaram,
Manimekalai, and Bhakti literature. Through the approaches of textual analysis, comparative reading,
and semiotics, the study explores the semantic dimensions and cultural context of the expression
‘Ezhumai.” Through the binary opposition of ‘Orumai—Ezhumai’ (one birth—-multiple births), Valluvar
extends the fruits of virtue beyond a single birth to successive births and generations. At the same
time, by relating fate (izh) and human effort (muyarchi), he sustains virtue without reducing it merely
to an action performed for the sake of its rewards. Furthermore, the study proposes the hypothesis that
‘Ezhumai’ does not denote merely seven births in a numerical sense; rather, it functions as a cultural
numerical tradition that conveys the notions of completeness, continuity, and proliferation.
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