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Abstract

Daniel Selvaraj is a prominent figure in the world of Tamil fiction for having vividly chronicled the
lives of marginalized communities. His novel Adukkam documents the lifestyles of hill tribes such as
the Muthuvar, Pulayar, Paliyar, and Kuravar. The Muthuvar people lived in huts constructed from
narcotic grasses and bamboo poles; their diet included honey and fried greens mixed with honey, and
they practiced slash-and-burn agriculture. They also upheld a tradition of hospitality, serving guests
on a specific type of banana leaf known as ‘Kookka’. The Pulayar people wore garments known as
‘Mundu’ and ‘Paadisu’ to cover their bodies; their spiritual practices included worshipping the Peepal
tree and Lord Murugan in shrines made of grass. The novel also reveals their history of waging
struggles to reclaim their rights through social renaissance movements in the late 19th century. The
Paliyar people practiced self-reliance, carrying their own food and water from home rather than
accepting or consuming anything from others when venturing out. The novel also highlights the sexual
violence and suffering they endured at the hands of government officials and the police. The Kuravar
community lived in palm-leaf huts and employed multilingual elders as guards for protection; having
lost their lands to landlords, they were driven by poverty into illicit trades such as the production of
illicit liquor, cannabis cultivation, and smuggling.

@mmé@&l‘l‘ﬁ)&%ﬁ : Adukkam; tribal people; struggle for survival, Muduvar; Pulayar; Paliyar;
Kuravar.

Fr(H&HSBID

S0P Ljewairhsensg 2 svalsy aflaflibFlemey wahseflsr aurpaiwiensy 2 &5l Lugley ClFiis
Wpaerewwll usnLliureflsepsar  CLesflwsd OaFsveurmsy ML SHHHauT yeuTi.
Bauflesr ‘9RGHD’ BTeusdled  wpgleud, Lsweowrd, ueflwi, Gmeur &l LWEDVFTI
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Curews Ll UNEHETTEID CLPBISIY BLIFHETTEID @ LGe0H6T WGl UTLPbHSI6TeTeTT. G 6edt
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Tl eurewy  @ewevullsy  allphFlerisemar 2 LFflE@G  LewTLeneTd
&L LG SHHI6TnTdTT (pSHIeuT @) LEHEH6T. Lewevwii (6T LDHHET 2 L 6960 e
‘psssT(h) LHMID ‘LTIQFH 6D DML DWW Tl HgIsTenesti. TFrdHg suflur’_GLm@
WPHSLICLIHLTEIHGL LDdn LTI ewwdhdl euflul Hereresri. 19-9pib HrmHmresiq eor
@miFlullev Feps wmiweVTFS Quidbshiser suflGuw o fleww Lyl Curyrl L Bigssver
BLGSW eureOTm| QpFlweneu Lsweowri @)er dhHem euflGuwr GleuefliLi(hElesrmenr. Liaflwir
@t wassT  Ceuaflluil_misEhsE@Gs OFvedCurgr Unfliib sTewsujld  euTmIs]
2 _GMTEWITLO) SHBISHEHSGHS CHeweuwITar 2 6nre|, sHeureniswr aflyedHb8s 6% meit(h
CFevgid  spEFTTY  wWwewmewwit  UleTtuppPlujereresri.  rH Y BleTllHerTTepb
HTUVGIHDUISTTYID FhBHlH@GD LTedlwe) eueTOST(HEMLOSHEHLD HIWTBISEHLD BT6r6dl6V
OeuafldFll(Hdb STLLOLUBSSTDST. GneurT G)TGMHF FTiHHEUTHET  QW6VEH
GLQeVH6MV eUTPOUGIL 63T, LITHISHTLLESHTHL LD Curiflaer HPhs cpss weflsenrd
HTeUVTONWTEHS CHTETHSTDSTT. VS PTIHETTY BleVmiGewar @)phdhl eumienLouilssr
HTTENTLONHS — HETMFFTITWID, HEhaFT, HerensCsmewf]  GCumern  FLLallCrrss

QB TLVBEHEBHS HeTarLiLI(HalesT M.

Y STDIDT

wefls Bprafsssler CsTL &% &TeVd 65T CL GunensGwr® @ewuibg sumipLd
CBTVGLyH6T, BHLHOHAT HeoflGgGluTerr LeTUTL (h WL WTETBISEN6TS 6% Tt (h6Tarei.
UGy uiler wEser Qupemsemw  Gewmeusit  Heflss OaTewLwTsds HHSBIL  Cuesnfll
UTHISTHSSTDETT. S Bevsalws sl GHBlepd Blevl LFlaser FBi1gs HTeVD ClHTL_GL auLpdslev
B BHBSTVID, BeTers S0l BreusvsGer LIBIEG g ulleaTfler OSLILD UTIPSHNSHDWIU|LD, 6UTSH6T
THTOHTeTERHD GbHIHHIyHeWeTud aifleursts udley 6Fig euHSlSTDET.bS euflemwFuilsd,
sTssrert GLefluisy ClFveurTed euismseflsr ' 9HoHH0D" Hreusy, Cm@s CHTL TS ewsvemwid
STWSHLTHS OHTERTL. LPBIGIY Wahaafler surTpalwemeolt ugley CFuigisTergl. (3)bBbTeasdlsi
WPEHBWEG HHTUTSSITLOTET BHTTTUIERTT, H60ld FOPSHHMBHF FTTHHEUST. Td Y HleTIwTsL
CuTmLICUM @D @)eusT, Gmeui @) Whaafledr PTEHTHMHIMETSH (LPIHBIW [HL_611q &6WBHDHEW 6T
eT(WSHMrerr. S rfwsy @GpFAuwrsy @)L rHmid CFunulit@ih @)eus, seTenienL_w CHrilujL T
@)swentHg @)HEE Teul L GFleL euT ()LD LOHEVF T LILPHIELq UTleSTTTEdT LjsweVWT, (pgieu, Lieflwii
CGurety woseafleT surpaliisHevwd HeUTHET Fhaldh@EH FeuTevsenar b Crilsy Her(h HMlbgI
Clarsirdmmest. @) bBTeusdled FhspiflbasliLl (hsTear yemeow, pglsui, uaflwim, @Gmeur oy alw BTeT @,
@)evr WEHBEHLD RCT LGS Uil uTPHSTYID, HHEsH 2 flu FHeaflsgiauwTear Qubens FTibhd
aurTpallwsd  pewpewwub  usTUTL (hd  Fnmisemeruld  ClsTaRT(hsiTeneri. 9 bLodsmefler
surpallweneoud LTUTL (Hd dnmisewerud allfleurs Qrrujd CrTshdlsd @)euauTiiadsasl (Hewr
I|MLEI M)
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L@ g uilesr i

'‘LpmIgly  eTedTLIg OGTeTewWTET (Gl 6TedTm) GUTHETLBID. LILpBIE L ullesri
staflswoujL_s9id FunHensGurT@h @ewwbheHID HD UTLP6I L SIS TDETI. ()61 % 6Hd6lHTH
SH6dflggIuomest GIomLfl, LewTLT(H), HeweVH6T 2 _6T(H). (3)5H%H(HHMSH W TedT CleH6iTeuLy,

"YFlBTV  WpsV  @iyaluflsy  UTPBSI  MIBLIMTHNT  LIPEISG I UIDTT.  YF)%S%
Blormisaflsr yassribliilorrsy sr@sswar Gursd) eyt 1’ anisar (Bsuisar.
BlsSlwrallsv Gauissoar YaowiitiBlshd Huisaflor YbssHH0r S ClBTTEH T
wpwsTDUTSHAT Ywiser. BEs Yblss FEBBNM_OGBSI BBEIGDATLI  LITSHIBTSSI%
Gl AT, 5515 6Y5 %GBT G 2 FBHTOAT BVTFFTTSHDBUILD, UTLPHDS UPsODUILD 2_(G6UTHES

Gl mevsre_corim "
(Commswr wewsvLr LitpmIgg ulleori, 11%. 13)

eteorm  GOILUIQS DT, upBiGuleaTT STHSDOT  WWWILTSS OlHTERT(H  eUTLPLIOTSHET.

@bslwraisd sresriiLiBd LWBIGullarenrt LupHsl,

"o svdlsr  LmIGyulsTmar  apaTplsd  pus  UGHulsrd  BVEslurrallsh
sumpdlarmeori. Gsuisarflsv 90 aflupsksme’ g sori srBsafls) surphlsrmeri”

(Comrewr wswsvrr Lipmigy uilsri, 1. 15)

stoorm euflser GgefloyuBSgislsiper. SPHTL 1960 36-G@GH Cuhul L mEsfEHslul L
LILpBIG g uilesti euTiphdhl au(fLd FGedlsy, ' BdHash' BTeusdlsd (wpgleu, Lewevw i, usflwi, Gmeur
QBN BTedTE LLpkIGLquilestenris upmlw wreniteaflwesd Golliyser @)L (belupmieTeTeyt.

QSIMT LIPBIGIY

'‘pa' TATDTL 'UIBTET HVeVF| ClHTETEwWITET sTedTmI LT [HET. (RevdbalwF
FTSTMISHDETd Clareasnt(h) CBHTdh@GHEUTS PSSy 6TTLEZ ClGTETENOWITET @Lg 6TETMILD, B|sH6dT
gl uiled Quwi Qupm 'wgieui' erdTGUTT  WeMeVHETl euTPLD GlFTETEWLOWITET
LLpmIGLq ullesri eTadTmId 9 Mlwlipig S mg.

WpaIauT @)eT ohEH6T Hhisend @) HUUILSmBHH &THSEHSEHTCaTCW e»LndFIdh
CasrerSlsimerri. @euiser GCuUrewmsli LDHBTTEYD, CPBISD sflserTed  GeFinwli’ L
Fn DTS GLGVH6D  QUTPHSTDETI. STHIHET 6uUTIPLD FOHMILLDSWS LOFHe LD GTUIEHLOWITS
WeUd@GHLD @)WV wL_weuTHerTs 2 srereri. @)L belLwihg GFsTDTaYb GlFsvspIb ()L Bigerflsd
BBISEHSF CUITIY W &1l460HM6NTH HThI%SGE6T HewLoGgIdh ClBT6TEHLD SIMEST LISHL Gk SH6lT.

waiauiser CHemerwd, Cher HVHL GLTHSS Hewrll LIHIL GewsU|D 2 6TeUTSH
2 I Qameraslsiimeni. Caefshsmsehs@d Fm Copwpd allenarailssrsy CoHer sT(Hd @D @)euisseflsr
GLeOlisL FTihg BIL LILLTET 2_SFlewil,

"B’ @) capsOlsnmssDT ClosiTmy 2aBlurey L er GHeot BT s5/BIKI% GImTaTENGLD.
P65 CHANBHE Int_ CFHLD UITSH. YFI CITHSI CHATTH B 5%HHBVTLD, CIBTUPSHS GBI THYLD
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B BIEBVTLD. FEHBNT PHIBIFIYL 0T CH HEhFHN BhSHSGL YL Hewar el Bl &)
CoparswrL_sewar 1oL’ Gid Crs 55156560 B HlpLoLysumiser”

(@ s5m16, 1. 157)
6T6dTM BTeusy auiflser 2 _enriggsledimest. LTewMH6aflL Lewsuwll (hH CHeir 6T(hd@HLD (LpewMedL,

"urswpulls @ mbg1 Coeor Yswr ullsv LyewHsLr CLTL ) CHf FHHaT LIMBSI CLiTsrLior Gxer

sT@riLsri”

(@pg1007 LISy, 11. 44)
TOTE(LD FTTMID 2 MISILBSSHIS DG, @euiser srlGlL My CeuerTesrenio (pewmull GevGul
BBISTH| alleuFTwgsens GumolsTerslsrmeri. @FFrguly wewpullst Cohemausmws (pesfleur. .
VLS LDLY Heuiaser @GmILLRensullsy,
"r Gy Ceuerrrssrsww wpswm  WDVLILIGHEHNV  sUTpFhewssouws  CLom6lsrarsiarm
rsy/L_iserflor Coemauuilsr &myenronsCou ComelsrarariiGsns"

(B0 LipmIS 1y UPSHHTHMUISV: FHVUTTUIST LOWSVLT LIPHISG LY 103hS%eT, L1. 70)
6TedTMI L 19H&TLHBMTT. (B)&HIn HMIEIT CLPEVLD LILPHIGL LD S 66T eUTLPeUTHTT S 60 Sl
Couenreltenio (M UBEHGD (WPhHBWSFHIUGMS BT HDHHOSETETET (LpyHing. CHedr
CrafSseIb, wewevd Fr@LIguGL Bauiseaflst pgHerewing GClgmiflssarT@id. Gogyi, (@)euiseir
ymsermed Cauwliul’ L Lmiigsenari LiuwestL(hd g & 6T D 6T

WPSHIQUTHET — SHHIGEWET BTG & (HLD all (b B eoT T Hemer 2 usflliusngLi
CUBBISLWTHS OCarsrdlarmeri. allmhsreafllsemer o LFfliLsHsTECo  Hesfls  GLlge0
IIWMEHGLD LGB @)eUTHETL LD 2 6Temgl. HTLTRT 2 _eDTWITL VHET CLPEVLD 'Fn dBT 6TETMI
WYPSSLLBLD  euTewpuilemevuilsy 2 ewreyld ureTepd  uflwrmElsTmeri.  allHBHSlevri
allewL_QumbCurgl weesHCsHmeru|d, FHlewfll Gurglsefly CuTASs Hewrewwujd uflFTs
9Jol531 SISl DETIT.

Le»evwii LIPHIGLq

YewevwiT Fepsld UhsSSHler GHBlepd] wHmId ks Bl LGHsCarT(h
QBTLTe»L W sd CHTETENIOWITET LIPBIGLY FOLPSHISERH6T speTMTELD. 'LjeULD' 6TETMT6L HBlevLd
S|VEVG| aUIWeD eTedTm| OClUT(heT. Blevdewasd Frihgl ealleusFrwls uenflsenear Guomls et (h
UTPHSHTV @euirdsst 'Leweowi eteorts Quwir  QUHMSTES  eureOTHM By UIUTETT 56T
GIINNICE s

Yewevwir @)t o YL Ths STL(HLLGSHuNCCuw smhiseaflsst @Lgqullmriysenear
S|WLGeTeneri. (B)FHewmerr wreniLallwsd Hmlepi LNCer &) s wbTsS,

” . . . . . . . . . . . o n
L]WVUITHDNTS BT LD CLITGH HTL 196V UTUAPLD L0FHFBET 6T MY HT T GLITT For MY U/

(LI HaT, L1. 66)
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eTedTm GV BSEIDTT. Yewevwii B)erls GlLIssTSH6T 2 L eweV Wewmds 'Lpewsr(h)', 'LTigd 6TedTen)LD
DEWL_BHWETLI LIeTL (DG GIFHSTDETT. (3)FHement,
"ClLITHST P h LITLy 5 STHTIY CVFTDRVLILIGHD 5105 1 Yoo E 5556077
(@%b, L1. 156)

stedrm suflgse 2 mFiLBSgHFesTmert. et ®' sTeirLig @) HLILIL 2 (HbLiLBID HpTewL; LT’
eTedTLIg| 2 L 6dletT GsbL@Gglemw wewmebsll LweTu®D rallsemaswrT@gd. @& SHlps-Csrer
6TVEWEVLI LIGhS eumLp dhgsefledt LTyl HemL SewLoliLm@Lb.

IF WrHslet CeurliLigPluilsd Hvemey BL (B, &BIGLLWIL(HS GlguieunTds eulflLid
Wpewmujb, WPHSLUGLIHLTemeT auplL(housnblsars SHaflll LHdm LTrb ewwdhdl eublumdassr
BL-GGID pewmujd @euismseafl b srentiiu®SIngl. @)eualleri ClLTHET cLpBISI6V Tn WL (LPEHL LD
s Tledlapid (B LIBHFSTD 6T .

yemeowi Fepsshdlari sbHemwwmer 2 eppliLimafllserreur. OsTL &% HTeVH P60
LeVGoum| (B)6ITTVHEHGGHLD |G DLESSITHS DG penTesr @euiaser, 19-9pb HTHMHTEsITLY 65T
@muiglullev Feps MIEVTFS @uibsmiSsT cpsvld CUTTTL LD BLGF 9BV CleusiTmisiTomedriv.
CLIENTH 61hd &Hd Hevall 2 MewmigssT misaliul L Curgl, plevsslpriseaflst Bleviseflsy LiswflolFuiw
wmisSIL GurgrlLid pLGSHeri. @HCeu Lsweowir FepssHdlet  (pHeL CeuswsvBlmISSLl
GumrrlLwrsds sHsLUUBSEDG. @)Ssmaw  eureoTmmit Currrl L misefler eallewereurs,

sHCUTH  wewevsaflsl  euTIpd  YweowiidHsT  Blev o MlewwTariHeTTHeD  WTDS
OB TL_BISlujsiTarevTii.

ueaflwi Lipmigg

SLPBHTL 1g65T CoM@Hs G\HTLTFF wemevulled surwpLd LyieudLydHer LeflwisseT e
"wueafl" eTedTm GlFTL "eWeV" VLGl "HTWH" FTTHS @)LBIGeward GUILILGTHS &(HSLILBSIMSI..

ueflwi @)esr waEsefl b HueTaTewrCWwr eVeVg HWeVeUTHMTCWIT FhHldbdbSF
ClFLIbCUTE HBIGaTTeY GaaflEsliLl L 1we»es58Hmer eTUaflliLTgS aPBIGLLD LILPSHSLD
2 _6iTengl. @)SHemer,

"o uflw weflswgs FhblssLr CLTEgGCLITSl Tl GCloumytd UL _sor CLITS
wprguyib ?' SipLod) CleamBBIHT CIFTVVaYLD, LITHTIY UIST GBI LITL 13606V THIBBILI LITTSF%
Blptorisyd Gwsnguilsy swauss GLrgy..."”

(Y ®&F510, 1. 181)
6TedT eulEer eflerds@alesrmerr. Gogid, @)euiaser Gleuaflull_BisEnds@d GlFsveIbGurg LIpfL b
TMSWLD  6UTHIG] 2 _GBTRITLON, HBISEHDSGHS CHEVUWITRT 2 _6wT6y LOMMID  H6VT6N! 6»T

T 1960 (HbCsH GClosTeanT(h) GlFeVsYIb HFHFTTL LpewMewuwiLs LNeSTLIHMISIT DT .
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SMBITERT UTLPSHWS UTPLD Lieflwi )T dHB6T, Tdh SHlaTiHearTey|b
&TeusVGIewMUWITITID Fhdlds euSTPeOMEHeTUD LTeOW) FTenTL VHewearuld B0’
BTeUeV Ligley GFIGI6TETS).

"srousigImmuloTyTIh  UTBHHIWY  YBBTHABATAIYID PG WV  HToCLo

mparaflgallsh gppmysnsullt i’ G B)aridGlLisrsseLh & LiLflsoflsEpLodnt Fyylsseii’t sormr"
(@& s5m16, 11. 182)

6T6dTm 6UMH6T YBBTT UTHBSB6T UHT(LPEOMEHF FTHTHTES BIMSBTMHST. HTEUD BleweV U6V

IHHI5  OasTeveliLl L. sewTauswers Gl euhd ueflwi  Guent gm B Lmedlwsy

UGTOHT (RIS @ Y eTTHSLILI(HUIMS LD, jeuTHefleT Blevmiser LS ssLLDB IS LD [HT66D

OeusflliLBSHHEDSI. B)HTTEL HTaULSHIMMUilST ST (B)6uismeflerr BLoLGHensullsTenioenu,

"SOBTVEEID  BTUD  BRVUWBISEGHSF  ClFeTmI)  HreUsUG WD ulleorileor

YD SHAPPD  (PDVIYILD OTDTFH 2 TTS[. STBISOTEI LISKHTLUTL B)F FslpswVF Flewsdh b
aflgrs 2_aramgs"”

(ClL1. LigpsllgFmibl, Lsfwri @)oor wokserflsr sumpailursv)

6T6TM Y UIeYEHEL_(HewT 6T(HHGHIHHTL (HSTDI].

GDUT LIPS
FBgh &TeVD QT CL @nlepd BlevsCasr(hid @umbens Fribs eurpailwGsor(hid
CB@mBISIW CHTL I ClHTTL OS5 T6VE L% EMhH6T GHMeT @) (LpLD 6T G)LD.
GDaUTEHET euT LD G ull(HLiy LGS 'GLILLD' 6TeT SewpdEHLILIBHE DGI. B)euTa6T ensv
S| GUTTBISETV GCBHETEMIT PEMEVHATTEYILD FUWT6V HLISOTTEYILD Tn 6D WIS G| 6UFdASlTTM 6T,

GHDAUT @)6UT LD&HEH6T Fn WL (PEML_BWeVSH H6IT (PSH6ITeMLDd OIS TLVTSHS Cl%TaT(hsiTarens,

"GrLgSlsT BBV BDSGLD Y VITSENT Y1guilsh 2_1 BT BSBI 5915 UUISBTET LB 6T
L BIb Fn 6L 1p1g B CIHTEWTIY 15FHEDTET "

(Y B%%L0, 11. 91)
6T6dTm ufl&H6iT 2 6WvTIT &gl 65T M 60T

rE Y Flariseflar 9SHIEMOSEHBGHLD MBSH BLAIIGHMDEHEHBGHL  HEhLD
@euiser, @GLiussIDGL urgETUUTSL Uy Cwriflser HBlbs cpdhd wWwellHT spHeusHrs
sTeusvTaflwrs BlwlsslesTperi. GCeuaflbLissr aupbCUTS HeUTHET HVVUTHATT 6TTLINS
IGsrTaurefl o miFloFiis  er  UsterGr  waser  efew. i@ GlauaflGu
QU (H P T 6T () B 6% 63T

"CoriLmepp Gulspid CFippl Ineyaus) Gursry aflFsSrwrer PewF. HrCL
a B rmeiiLig) Cursrm paws BsmeLr LIpGCs Glusiseptd LlaTswarsegd diguilipLiry
CrBrad) aupser”

(B s5H15, 11. 93)

https://doi.org/10.63300/tm12052026.04 55



ISSN: 3049-0723 (Online), 3107-7781 (Print)

TAMILMANAM | Q‘;Ld]!,bLDGO’OTLb Vol.12 - Issue 05 -October 2026

Peer-Reviewed - International - Monthly Journal of Tamil Studies https://www.tamilmanam.in

etedTm euflsEphsCahu Lsv allgrer Lupenaussflsr Curlenw peng srplill wahsewear GleuaflGui
QUTUEHLPSGLD LITHISTLIL 2 _SF6WWWid 60 LI TeT () 6iTaTevTii.

GDeur QAT WEHHEHHEH YTF  6flbs BlevmHewerL LiewTewewTwiTidhsT GLmed
O} EUTBIGST CLPEVLD eWSBLILINM)EOIETERTL_ STV, UMIHLD STTERTIOTHS HETOTFFTTTUID, FHEHFT
ellwrurgd  Gurerp UL alGrrgs OCasTlsVseEnsGHsT  SererliLhFlermesri.  Gogid,
UTPUTHTISH DEHTEH Y LISSTET 'HeirensCxhrenst]’ Gouswsvd @b GlFsvFleTmeri. (3)Hement,

"srm1%s  gyorismarmIs Flev Gy HararsCosrent] Couewavsgrl CurmrEIs’ sTeTmY
ClFmsireor  Gluswr — CIGAPFHEAMILG)  PUE  BOTLD BRI  YOUPBHE  6UITRTLD,
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