SLIDLO6TTTLD - FFeUCHFS SO 2 1eNGLD | Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies
Vol. 20, No. 01 (October 2026) — Part I + ISSN 3049-0723 (Online) * ISSN 3107-7781 (Print)

ARTICLE 04 | Research Article — Peer Reviewed | Article ID: TAJP-2026-00018
Vol. 20, No. 01 (October 2026) — Part I | pp. 15-19
Received: 30 September 2026 + Accepted: 1 October 2026

Q& m. um -eNest LissoTLIML(HLI LIla96V LD (6 & 61T

(pemevTally . emeul (rflwbLomer LIm"”
'2 g6 LGUTEA Wiy rmevsi] ofetoTesoTT HT&: L&6T &6vsITIH], &) (HEIHeLEeUEI), India

*Corresponding author / Q&L U, flwiy: (penestourf . smeu(HflLLDLOMST LT — bvaiduma@gmail.com
ORCID: (pemesterly . 6m6u (BiflwIbLomsiT LI hitps://orcid.org/0000-0002-9400-2765

Abstract

Tho. Paramasivan—known simply by the initials “Tho. Pa.”—was a scholar who conducted extensive
research into Tamil cultural history and folk deities, bringing them to the attention of the wider world.
He was a remarkable figure who chronicled history from the perspective of the common people and
articulated Dravidian culture and the shared customs of South India with great simplicity. It is no
exaggeration to call him a “cultural repository,” for his writings encompassed not merely twenty
books, but the entire span of two millennia of Tamil life. While many professors focused on the
history of the Chola dynasty, he was the one who sought out the history of soru (cooked rice). He
explained how we often unknowingly follow certain practices, yet consciously erode our own culture.
This article explores his insights regarding the significance of turmeric within our cultural traditions.
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