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ABSTRACT

In the early stages of human civilization, the fear of natural forces
combined with the impulse to pacify uncontrollable natural calamities
gave rise to the ritual practice of 'sacrifice." Ancient societies widely
believed that handing over life or precious living beings to deities could
avert hardship and suffering. Over time, this practice—which
originated as blood sacrifice—evolved under the influence of
philosophical and religious thought into symbolic food offerings and
altar-based ritual elements. In Tamil history, the practice of sacrifice
has continuously persisted within the social structure from the Sangam
period to the present day. Even during the Kalabhra period, when
taking life was strictly opposed, records of sacrifice persisted through
the Pathinenkeelkanakku (Eighteen Lesser Texts) ethical literature.
However, those literary works defined animal sacrifice as 'sin’ or ‘evil'
and reinterpreted sacrifice as a social act of charity—giving food to the
poor, needy, and children. The ritual structure of the Balipeetam
(sacrificial altar) found in Saiva and Vaishnava temple architectures,
as well as the traditions of charitable giving embedded in Christian and
Islamic religious practices, serve as historical remnants of this
transformation. The primary objective of this paper is to
comprehensively analyze the historical evolution of sacrificial
practices depicted in ancient Tamil literature and the ethics embedded
in the everyday living customs of Tamil society.
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1. M NS NLD IS &(H5S S8 & (LPLD

wefls Br&fleasHear QFTLEHEHLLEHO QUGS FoHGHsaflar WHTar < FFUl,
SLELUUTLOM @umens:s FmHmEIGHm6Ts Heolleha@&Gn aubluml () 2 6orielh 62601l 60)600T S
LAWIBHBeL 6Tl FLBIRUWO ellQalsHamnss CHTHMISHaT. QSTETenNg FeNgmhigertley
ShIG6ler 2 WMmpHEE Bl&EITar Ievevd LHELLUNGES 2 Ulismers Q& UI6aIRIS%EHSH G5
& WefllILgGeT amuilenss SlaTLBIGaS SHllfHHeUMD 6leTealld HLLN&Gams LIgaleuns
Bleallwgl. eageummmill GCuUTEHe 2 Ggh Hbsn 2 uIfludwunss QsTLmIS W
@bBenL(pemm, QuUiuilue woHmib FowE Fhsanarseflear QFauTsEerme GmIuTl G

2 eoteleflgEeumas e, LeALTL audlLim (hé gunmisemma e D L6000 UeTIFEF 6L HHSl.

ST augeummiley, FhisD QFHTLH GeoTmerelb LIeNUN(H &6V 6Teild QP& SHLID Fend jeninliLfev
QBTLIBS eupsEReNmHE eUmROTmS!. 2 UITEHEQ& TS &HNTS THFHS STl TF
HTVSH eI, LIS 6Tetor S LD &5 60015 G 3iM B evsha Wkigeafler eumullevmsll LelulbBsev Limnilwl
LUBeseT QsTLIbBSer. @Lieun, eiallevsRwniser 2 ullyliuedenwll 'Umeln' Sjieueugl
‘G 6T60T QUMIWLMIGSH, SHMHGSG LTOHMIE g eaaflCUTBHEGD GLPHMESHEHE G
2 _gooralefl& @D Fensgss QamaLMSL LeulBISenen ImIaImTELIL] Q&FUISH6T. &6, 65)61600T65SH
Cammuiley emwlilsefley  s&meoorliL@BWm  'USfLID eTeild  FLBIGUWaMULD, SmSsHe,
@aeordlws Fow BOLWNOMSE 2 emmbSIeTeT Q&TanLWel&H@GD  aIpGHSHISEHLIN
@WTHMSHET UFTHN TEFFHBIGETTGLW. Letoreml W S @evs& wmnisefley Liuflermiel L
LeduN (b eupemnul6dT aUFeLTH M 2 (HLOMTMHMESMGWLD, SO Felnd: S S 6T eTMTL eumLpeiluisy
LLp&&HaIpGHEEIG6l0 2 eammbglereT osimalwemew]n alflaumsll UGUUTile QFUI6IGCS

@55 HemTuilerT (NG 6Tenn CBTHSLDTELD.
2. 1169 6T60T LIS 60T QI IT([H6TOTEMLO W TS & (LN LD @) 6v& S WLl Lirfleoor miopLb

Lisoorem LW SLAILD @ev&Gwimisserfle 'L16d) eTetramild Q&ML euyeumMmILl GLIT&H SRV 67616 TG MEVEVITLD
QUITHETITEND DTMHMID SOLHSHE 66TLUMSE FRIGM WGl &HTev BHreuser Qserflalns
QaueflliIL(GSSIReTmer. 9H FLEIGRWEL 2 uIFuueulledBBEg Fend ANSHHG @ FQ&Fme

2 BLTMlW Blensvenl M @6evaGHWL LIMTL6V&ET LjeuLiLI(H) &S5 6oTment.
2.1 2.uNFULN NS (BIH S FewnasLl LIS [T6yd e e 2 (HLmmmLD

LEhE &HTeusHev Serefl(HeH@GIn 2 el QUGBTI LUGBEGL LURTHE 6eflssll
LS WIMMHMILIGIET 65T eUTLDE 608 @) 60T LILNWILNTETS TS @) (HE G LD 6T60T8 Famild STIfIWLMTET6T, UF 55
M GLRHMESHEHHGEF CFMTM Q&ETHILILIMSECW 'LIeS Q&HTHISSH6' 6l6iTLSMEG LILITET L6olg5a
QFWIMEHES SMBIIBMTT. QF5UaRSEEDHG 2 cualalliss FrhsliUubGSSaamsl] GLIme,
Fens 5T er elleflibLBleneuuiley 2 6T6T GLPHM S5 EHEHEG 2 omall(hlalg @Ml s GHE Q&ulu]Lh
LN &GS FLIODMETS 6T6dTenlld 2 WFHS QU &H(HS S @) 560 eneuld &L Lenlns&LILGSImS!.
STIflwmamest @) uwimnilul &) mILIEh&eLn6u 8 H 60T 78-3LL0 LITL 6V, LIGHEF STeVSSH 6V 2_eoTenalll LIS TH S
2 EITEGNID GLBHOGHL &G WNSHMHEeT 2 eoralaflGsan  nefles  QITLDBITEN6T  6TevoTLIG)
2L,600T(H & EHE G CLIEVTS Bl9GHEGLD LDTELHLD SIMLDTS (DT 6UE R TMmS.
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LIPBEIGL Feps Siamlifle @rssb AbH Cumasmarerliul L 2 uljluedwmersl,  jmeiluisy
HMID FLOE-GLISS QLUIWe STHEESH 6T GMIUTL G aulgaflevmer LIgALT_ 2 corauns
Lmlwg. @UmMmmesHear QFTLIFRAWMSEL Uedl eaarug 2 uUlisamend: Q&TaImMSs
G&&sTne, LRSS 2 ulliserse o amaalssill UuRIbsafls@Glh Fenssd SIWMS

LMIeIemFemnM G F WWLILL LS.
2.2 LIOILSL. 9jemoLLLD oemeoT LILIed Wb

Gamullevserfley LDTEH T6TN, G 6VeVEIGE eI 'DENET 2 MM Q5 UIAIMIGEHEHEG' 2 6torale & ELI0D
LILp&& LD '1060 60T LILIGY 6T60T Demp&&LILL L Gl H65T GO DLUSH M TS DL (HID 2_6M6V 0)6USHSHTLO6,
FenlnamMenl TFFOLMBSSTINC STUlemIWTHL GLIG], nemeTWlenm GG UI6IMEISHEH G L]
Lellwmes 2 soremall]l LenL &8 LImEs 2 eoral(bbhsd Gaustor(hd eTenild &MY QBN (LN Mem U

FMTEHCHTenaUUN T 39-g4lh LIML6L LF 6| QEUISHma.

Guaid, Camuiley LT _5H 60 @LLILUBLD 2 cmrenel 2 6T L& LMW & 66Ul mesT LI D& emn&L]
LQWTS BTErm en&WTaTHME. HNGHGL LIen&HUTT6r aledenlnw mearelenys STCL Q& 6rm
Gamuepl Uy, LUeATLEH6r 158 emeausslilUl L 2 amemnalll LUGHES O&MHHEF QFaels

GUIMeLS Slhenng FMEL PG SIS QSHTETLRIT QLT 6T6TLIEN S,

"2 IS SH6UT BTCUT LIHHOSMIWIT Q56T

FVSQSHWLHS QFWTL LIUGHT — LDED6VS STV

@VG HSHEUT HeUenTs GeormlL

LedImE SI6ooTLIMT 2 _600T." (LPQLOMLS HITenmmi 289)2

TN LML 2 ao0TiSSIHeTmE. FmsD @mall STusHcCnCW Cohmuldgsefley o uligiiued
Seool &, LT _misefley 2 corall(hld aIpsHsDd BlanewQummelll L ageummm WIHmESens
QUUTL6Y 2 mFIILBSHH M.

23 Jsalleus&R wnkIseflev QeaumMwml®& sernd 2 uNFLiued S LD

FHIG &ML DMHMID FRIGH WG STV 385 @)evsH WmIG6TIH Calevedr Qeaunlwiml 6T GLIMS
Al GssLgullesr (0nf) G®GHaows smelll ueduil®@ eawpssn  alflamsl  UHey
QewwliLl (eTensd. semevellufler sMEHev BT AJPWME QFalledud SHTUD, I56060T5
Qs UIaIE GHMLD 6T60rs S(HSH Cousven el 3G E Qeumliwm () BLSSI6UT.

OHFH Mo WDLIGET 20-9LlD LML &VINE, Db&Heneor UG T 13-9uh LITLaIn® Geleuedr
Qe (& HemEHev ULl Q&SI QWSS ISIS6T GHHWS STalld Hlenevemnls
Gl G S armer. eefllein, CaMYWl AMSGQSTH BIHGD G&Gedd, @bs 2 uwiljliuedamus
5055 Bl CHEMTHaS &L 318585 e 6vor U6 (LD G 60Tem LOUITET FeLn& g H)([HLILIDMELD.
) 6m 60T LOMER 6V BTMHEMMDLIG 6T 12-940 LIMTL6V, Qeunflml L eubs Calsvenersd H UL CUMTEHE
QEmevalams U, LelGHETE BlMssULL L ol GHHGLigemw alGellliuansun, NIHSIEH L]
LULGHLLLL  GHemers FmafsHehsH&Gs &EMTHEHEGITm  Uao LUl LUHey
QauigleTengil. @& Qe & FLBEIRT ST 386 @eVHRSH 6T alleddd)60)60T60) I LD
2 UNFLIUEs @ FLiemuud N85S QHefleunss &Ml S ermsl.
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3. FRIGLD @B W &mTev eumLpeSlu6eL LILD & &6ULp & & migerfletT &L LemiLiL]

LLP&SHAINGSEID  eeaTLg  Seflnalls wHoih sl GF FensSHer OTmTL  BLHMSE
AP FHETMGID. LILPGHSHID 6TTLIZ @@ SHSMeUWenm LPHE Q&HT6TeUS, PSS 6Tl
(PETCETMTIGET LINHWSHET QFSTLIFF eTeTenlld SHBSH UV QLiLemLuley, HemeuLpemm
SHOLNMMWTHES SLESILGLD LeoTUTL (R emLWTeThIGHemeTs FhIGM @meillll SHmeus
B LD G005 & BITV&H6T QIBMILILIG S S W 6TermeoT.

3.1 2_600T6UITE & (LN LD 2_600TSVILD (LD 60 () 60YL0 &5 (615 LD IT6OT ) MG [H 191 & 61T

2 _600T6)] FEMLNGFH60, 2 600TamIGH6V LoMMILD aNBHESHTIDLE L& I6T HLALD LIevor LML Q60T 600U
FnMIGETTGSLD. aUMIENLD Bleneuuilavld 2 660T6) F6mn& &L BIL LIGemS HTeVIQWITH60T 217-94D LITL 6V
Aaflea@mass. ofle swellw Biflev 2 Llderne Qalbs M55 Hags snlwumuilsin,
JOTCUTH OHTHSHTL A& SWPSIDTGLD; STl THalf SHLD BMIners &reflliLuess
QeleoTGFMMI  GTLIQSHHTmWL  CUTETM &HFLILIMGID 6Tl HIHSHSH QST  epeuld
QaueflliLG & M.

SFOOILLWETSEH T CUTE 'S&LOFCFTM' QT QFald LNSESSmMSL  UpQLomLdl
BTOMN 6T 4-9LlD LML LUSH6 QFUIS6TNS?. "oummieoorm CeustoT(heud @)6v" 6Telld QSTLIT,
SOHOMBE FTOTCMMIHGEF QFID ELOWETID FMmLL 6TUST B 2 6tore)

(BLBOECEFTM) CHemeuUIleLeme6y 6T &H(HS NS 2_600T 15 S H M &2,

2 eoreuBBSID GuMgk erumm Cealeuriqwl &H&ETsTy wHhmb wlwmomsseHlw allGsamner
.F5mrsECaTamel alliflaumss GHUNGSRms. almbHery, WHCWTT, Usk, Fenmliul GLmy,
GLHMSHT URCUTHESG WS 2 curalellss LNMECsH Hmer 2 cooreor CaletoT(hlD 6TexIlD
QABMWwenm aeWUMSSILLLSE (FMTHCHETmal 21)L. Blevemalds &ML LNeTenens@Ga
Cemmrl G ST aupsHsn LUPQWTY BTermer 264-u0 UMLe6y &L LU (HeTers?.
Ffls®Gsnd Galsaslllh o amauGhSID  STUDL  UPSESSMHSL CUHROTMSI.
QUACWMIEGaTT(H SIDFTHS 2 evoramin CLITSI, 3 eU(HEE (LD6T 2_6TTes QS TLHISHS Fnl MG,
2 eoTeU(BHHS) (PN S5H5 LIN6T aIHEE (D6 6TP& Fnl Mg, QUlGWTH&T aleuliL&E&HSH 60 20T
FGalms  Gumetm  &Fewpd WLIFlwmeng oSHsamer wFmrsECHETamauUlledT  24-94l0  LIML6Y
QABMILILGSSR MG, GsILDd 2 eorelBHS W Ller aumil Q& rliLeflsgsen, allJeu&HemeT (WemmLiLLg
BTV &SV, 6TFR L FHS TN 2 LOLD&HE) GLIMETM S&MTSTT (LNeMME6T L& M8 CH men6uulleor

27-9p1b LmLeSev eflaurfléasLiLIL(H eTereor?.
3.2 B\ (HLO6UUTEF FLMIGSHEHLD & HILUS SGLLemoLIL|LD

FHIS HTVSH 6V eraflennlms @ BHS H LT (WNemmEsaT, Serlillyy Wwmmild FhiG0D WEmelw
FSMeusHev allifleumenr FLMAIG (WWemMSETTES 2 (BLIQLMHMET. eorlIQUTHSSD LUMTTSHS Hevey
BIerflel H(HLOEITID QFUIS el EGD aIPssID Blevallllensd FemeooTnMen6e) BIMemMIDLIG 6T 54-
QD UMLeY STLGHMER. AmeallsersGs S FeaGsaflLtmhas UTEsTUL 6flé@ld
QUTEBL(HE FHIG, F&HHETD QUTMHISSLILLL 'QbuemLg SMedl' ojeofleléE@Gn LPESLID LIFaIeVTs
Blevallwgl (Henemorinmemey BIMHenMIDLGE 66)%. H(HLOEITSEH 6V LNETTINEGEHESG BIUTIHS S5
QEMH&HGLW FLRBISL UMM GMILILS&EHLID @ bhETeSlev Liufero 6lhs ermeors,
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FmoeoTl  UbseleTr B &HHLD GUetTLiLL Caleir(Glld  eTeTUengsS GMILILIEID
UFMIHCHTUUNGT 45-gLlD LMLV, LUbHeder G sleml LU, srf, GLenl, SH(HHIGH6ILD,
2 LB HL 160 GUTETM DbHSE QUTIHLEMET MaISHHES Fal MG 66Tdh Srilenn all&Hemuwl
aAGHSleTaNSll. Gavld, LlilemLbs Wer GOIULL s&meugHe Sereust enerallGuwim)
@ eneoorl GaueooTlql 2 L edlI6Y (&&ESMGLD, eLIL] HTVSH6) &HITn @ 6TLRIS6Tl el
BIH& CeuerTigll SMEHmSULD H&OHSHT 17-b UTLO UFH e QFUSI6TansY. Fhis
HTVHHL 35 aUMPEHEMSWIET @UeLITES @UHS @RUWEHSD, FhisG W@mal &TsSH 60

91,6015 G LD GLI6ToTemI &G LD QLIMSIeTeT SMLIW6 QBpmMums 2 WFsH L LNg&ss UL LS.
33 auBlUML® QBM(WNenm&EbLD 6Nl6Ns &5 &5 Sia(pLD

R610aITMH QLESH D alleTd:EHMmMIFID, alarsmeans NGBS (PSHETENNE FLHkIGTHL
GuUetTLILIL LGl BHL QUTWH (nmemev GBID) allem:CHmmId CUME STHBISHEH Fal S,
BLESFV Fnl G, 2_600T600TEH Fnl MG 6T60T UFMTHCHTemeUUNGT 29-9u1d LMLV GMILLNGR M.
STemeuilanid memeuuwilanih @enmeUener BleaTm QSMTOMNE, AHNTHSHSTET QST Coussr@IDb
CTEOTLIENS SpFMTHECSHTeneUUIN6T 9-940 LITL 6V aledWmMISSH M. 2 mBIGLD N6T QUGS
QUEITTRIGEH 6V (QFTTHECHTem6 30), @Ueor(h QUi 2 (HaumSGEEEHEG @emLwWlCem erflujn
aNens@GHEEsHEG QLG GMIGCEHE QFTRHSHN (LFTIECHTeme 31, 36) CUITETM
LID&&HaILNSHBIGET GLeorLILIL et eTeooT@etorll, Hifl, § WSl enedTmild @)enetorhsH allens: &
audun@  "eTetremers  HGSS"
2 UTISHSIUSTEHS QSHTETaTLILIL L SI.

el QLW sHsSmE WLalg FNsESHHEG

4. QevaR W& FmermisefeT USRS QMG LIL

Fpasrenild gl Lalement SUAD m QevsRwmnisefled @LQuUMID LedullLey, 2 eorey
QABM N EMSET, H([HLOETOTE FLMHIGSH6T LMHMID aublLIML (L LPS&HaIL0E S MbIG6T 6T @)60HS W&
FIOTMIS@ETUD Sjeumniledr Lesor Tl B QUITHETTenNeNWWLD SHHEHITHS QFTGHSHS5 5

STLOHHR MG

@ 6VESH W BIT6L FMeormIL UML6L/ GSMIL€ILLU@LD UeorUmL (&
LS ETEnD G FLMEIG / UP&ESL QFWS /
QsMLy Felpsedlwey
2_LQUIT(HeT
& mILIEHFeneuLd "D _6uoT LIS &pailll Ledl / LRSS
(DETFaIMeT Gpel  Fepssll UG Fey GLHNSHEHG
L6 Q& mH LILImeoT" 2_eoorell (h & 6m6V
(. 78) @enmL LeS&S
BI&TMTS 2 WTE 6.
UpQmys "D _60JHSH6UT LIS 2 emoTey Gamullev
BTSN M BITGeuT LeILTL5H 60
LGB ST 2_eoorell(hILD
Q&e0TMI" (LIIT. 289)2 (PEnMEnLD; eU6dIW
LIS 6L T &
& evor (h) Geu mifl 6T

bl
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A, FMISHCEHTEm6U
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HTEVLQWITIT
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©) 60 6U0T LD IT6DY 6V

BIHenmOLIS

L FMISHECEHTem6U

SflsBH s
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26| 1q 60T60ILO
85600T(h) 2_600T5"
(urr. 39)!

"GeueveoTTy GUIMS
e &&" (L.
12)11

"SWHmL STl
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(urm. 217)%

" 9, M M1 600T IT
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66)36
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1H60T60ILN &S

S| &E0TMITERILN" (LIIT.
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LoemeorLiLed
(Domestic Offering)

MILIL6eS @O /
Qaumlwm(®
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CUEIHILD,
Wwaiemnnuilev

QeTLIS SimeLD.

Tamilmanam — International Research Journal of Tamil Studies - e-ISSN: 3049-0723 - tamilmanam.in 600



(LDEDGOTEUTT &. (LD(HSHE0T &rL_60)60 Tamilmanam — International Research Journal of Tamil Studies, 2026

SLFEMTSECETm6 "AHII QUTWS  DTemev GBI B CHTSHH e
Feumy pLeumCr" alers@ eulblum®  STHISTH(HSSH6V;
(LIIT. 9 & 29)! 0 HSI
©)60)M 66D 60TE
QBMLRG6VL.
5. ey

S @eusE W UFLiiev 'Ledl' nmmild 'Up&H&HaIN&GESD' GMIGS LFH 6| 6T, Sl Feund s 6or
gslideorUml @B ufleormn elemidRenw Wss Qgefleunsll Levliub S SIS ermenr.
G nefllgaflear LWSGHear allaneranss Gsmarmiu @ussd Absin 2 ulfliuds Lk,
FLOET-QLIETES M CHTL LM &6 ler LiFalsumaid, LIS 6 eureuor ELD& 86008 & BIeL&H6rfler 3im
TRFRWITaILD UevoT LRSS LILL D, LSWmmmev, ANBHESHTIDLIGY LOMHMILD FeLNd

2 _gooTe el &H60ME LDMICUETenM QEFUIWLLILLL S,

SCHBLIMETMI, FEMLOUIEL BILLIMIGET, 2_600Tal(BH &I STulenln QBN &6, H (HLO6ITE & LI 6r16v
GuetTLIL@QID &H&MsTT G &6, GOWU Sl UMSSHTHEGI RS QBN ME6T
wohmibh elletsE aulblur® sribs Quuiulwe alwlwkgser mearssin S n&aerfler
ampalwCeur® WN50s0&s wWwigwnseurm LlereflliLNeneorhbSieTerer. Heieor oW 8560
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