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ABSTRACT

In the early stages of human civilization, the fear of natural forces
combined with the impulse to pacify uncontrollable natural calamities
gave rise to the ritual practice of 'sacrifice." Ancient societies widely
believed that handing over life or precious living beings to deities could
avert hardship and suffering. Over time, this practice—which
originated as blood sacrifice—evolved under the influence of
philosophical and religious thought into symbolic food offerings and
altar-based ritual elements. In Tamil history, the practice of sacrifice
has continuously persisted within the social structure from the Sangam
period to the present day. Even during the Kalabhra period, when
taking life was strictly opposed, records of sacrifice persisted through
the Pathinenkeelkanakku (Eighteen Lesser Texts) ethical literature.
However, those literary works defined animal sacrifice as 'sin’ or 'evil'
and reinterpreted sacrifice as a social act of charity—giving food to the
poor, needy, and children. The ritual structure of the Balipeetam
(sacrificial altar) found in Saiva and Vaishnava temple architectures,
as well as the traditions of charitable giving embedded in Christian and
Islamic religious practices, serve as historical remnants of this
transformation. The primary objective of this paper is to
comprehensively analyze the historical evolution of sacrificial
practices depicted in ancient Tamil literature and the ethics embedded
in the everyday living customs of Tamil society.
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1. 9P paspid Y UId &(HES T LPLD

wesflgs BTafashdler QST s655L L 5dl60 GlnHensd FohdlHefler LEsTar 9FF1pd, SL_HLUTLDHD
Qupswas FHpBismaTs sallb@Gn auflur’ B o amiieyb earplemambg 'L’ sTepib
FLBIF WD augeusensd Carmmiallsser. Qg Terenind Fapsnisaflsy suisafler o ullhdh@ Bl&TTeT
VeVl FILIOGES 2 UlTHeeTS 6FIUINBISEHSEGHS WHWTlLILST uTUllVTHS FI6TLIBISHDETS
SalliGas6VTID 6T6dTenId BLbLiGemas LreusvTs Blevallwg. sureorHmi’s Cursdled o Frib Apbgid
o wilitiuedlwrss Casrimislu  @hrewL (wewm, Owiiuilwsy wHMIL FwowdF FAphFHewesrser sor
CFsveuTsFerred GOUTL B 2 swreueflsserTseayd, LT euflur’ BHé mmisarTHeayd LflewrT

ueT TS SewL_HBgl.

SOIPT eurerHMIey, Fhish T B @)ermereyd LIWI(HHV 6TeID UPHHLD Fepds HewLoLiLiley
QBTLiHg eupsaledhhgh euBSSTDGl. 2 uilisClsrameveniids SHeOWWTS 615 TdHs SHerliiyr
sresdain, UHQaTanLpssaTsE o Gsdwuiisalsr aurullors’ LUIESH LbHW
ugleygssir QgL Thgsesr. @) wHULllenib, Hsuailevdbdlwnbiser 2 ullitineflepwl 'Lreuld’ 9sVevg 'Gewio'
ST QUDTWNISSI, IYBDEG WTHPTE Tl sTalCUTBEGD GYHOSEEHEGD 2 wTalailsdin
Fepsdh  OarewLwrsl uduilhgemey wmeurdly CFiser. wFeu, emeuewrouds Gamuilsy
Sewliyserey Srenrliu@®id 'uedifL ' sTemib FLBIGs»DUb, FPlGsHeu, @) Ferblwd Fow
BDL(peOD&HeT) 2 wmbgieTer ClarenLwells@gGd aupdhsBISEHD  @THDSIST aIreTHnI
TEFFBISOTTGLD. LisTewL_W LAY @evdalwniseafley Liuflermieumd LeduilBn eupenoullest eursormHm)
2 BUTHDEDSUD, S FUPsSHHT HSTHTL. auTpallus) Lpdhsapshsbigeafls) o eombgisTer
mallwensouid eflfleursis Lugliumiia) QFinGs @)sHasL Hewrullest poheiTenid GBTHSE LT ELD.

2. L160) THTLISHET CLIT(HEWTEN LOWITEHEHAPLD @)eVdsBlwar’s LifewstTiopLd

uenTewLw LY @evddlwmisaflsy 'Ll sTeitenid GlFmsL sugsvTHMILT CUITHESD 6T6k6uTEMEVVTLD
CUIT (T WTHOLD WL HSFI 6THTLNSHF Fhisld wWHaW HTeY BHTVS6T Glgafleurs
QareliIL@Ssdeamear. o8 sLmdud o ulitusuledmbs Fups SDEIDG GEFQFTR
2 purplw Blensvenwt M @)sbSwlt LTL V6T LeVL1LI(Bd g% 6TmevT.

2.1 2 ullitiuedlufedpba Fepass LS iaydssTer 2 (HLOTHMILD

LEsE STRHED seTalmaEn o el QuImmar LOGEEGD USibs  SeNssI
uflwrHmueuslest euripdhends @)eTULWIDTETSTS () (hdb @ 6TewTd: Fnmilb STHwTsFTsT, LUflbs Am)
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SBBIFDTT.  CpleubIsEndhE 2 avalalssd FThslLBSSHIUMmSL  CUT,  Fopsddler
aflaflibyBlewevullsy 2 _6ter GHUWHWBHEHSHEG 2 awralbheugl @lwmeusysH@Ed GFuiuyn LedldEHF
FLOLOTEITG) 6TETEID 2 _wiihg Coiiuilis) &Hshg @)SH6T cpevid S L ewdhsE LRSS, STilwrsFTer
QumpBlw AniuepeFepsvdBlsit 78-9yib LITL 6V, LIEHF HTVSSIL 2 _enTewaull LSTHE 2 aTamHeLb
GUHDSHL & (PDHDHT 2_ewTeU6TlbHeVID LD6vTh 6UTLPBHTEN6T 6TeRTLIFI 6T(HBEHSE @D CLosvTds
138G TELIHLD HMLOTSH (LPETENaUsSISTMSI.

UpBIGLlY Fps ewolitlley @risd Apbgl Cumlasmereriu’ L o wililinedlwrers, peailuisv
wHmIb Fwewr-Gluergs GCwiiuilwe) FHTdssHlerTed GOUTL®H eugaieorsr LedfL o swreurs
wrplwgl. G)bwrmmssler Carisfwrss Led steiTug o ulligemers Gl&ETVaIMSBS &M%S L6,
ufss 2 uiliTsEns @ 2 ewreuafldhgli LA THsafldbE0h Fopsd SiWTS LNIUHTENM GlFinui L g.
2.2 LT e IOLILID LW 6T LILIEO )LD

Garullsvaseafley wrsslrwery), @vevnisalled 'wener 2 ewm GHiiukIGEHE@ 2 ewreusflddiD
UYdaLD "WwenaTlited Te YewPHSLILLL &I, H65T &GHDUSSINSETS WL (HLD 2 M6V eMeUdHETLO6D,
FEOLOWVED MW W 6TFFVLIBGSTLO6V GTiteniowTasl GLewt], eneTujsnm Glsieuni%Ehd @Gl LedlwTs
2 swTeweull UL SH LIDGCs 2 ewreumhs Ceuswt(Hd  sTeid  HYFTr  GBpmlpemmenw
U FTrHCsTemeuuilesr 39-9yib LTL6d LFley QFiidmg)!.

Guaid, Camuilsy LIOITL GFlsv @)L LD 2 enTewey 2 60oTLIgG LDNMIW FHEDEUWITET LilgLodeng Ll
upGrfl BTETMI HSWTTHMGI. SWWHGHL LeDHeUTTesT cusdlewwTareusnyd HrEw GlFsTm)
Garuepl (Husui, LedTLSHeT g1 eweussLiLl L 2 snteweult Li(hhgl O1aTHBlF ClFsveug Cursvd
Slbewd STEL HLlGHIdh C\ETeTLIONT SLEUTIT 6TTLINS,

"2 ewrdgeui HrCeur LIhBHESHIWT G\BeiTmy

HAemevG 0% phg%I GFLms LIeET — LENEVES TV

Bewevd Flseur HeueHTH HETHMILI

yedlliymg gyewrumri 2 _eworr." (Lyp@uwry) pregrm 289)2

GTERID LITL 6D 2 ewTiGgIHleTngl. Fmsd wHalu &TussCuCw Casrullsvsaflsy o ulliliLed
SHewilbagl, LIOITL BiISeaTe) 2_swral(Hb eupdsd Blenevblupmiall L eureormm) wrHmdbsng @)riLme eV
2 MIFILBSSIS DS

2.3 gysallevsElwmisaflsv Ceupwrl (H\d serapid 2 ullitiued) erdliLiy

FBIG STV LHMID FHiGD WwHalw &1V 6 Gevsalwbisaflsy Geusver Geuplwiri ger Gumrg)

YL hsGLlguiler () @@apsleovws  gralllh  usdull@b  euwdsd  allfleursls  ugley
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QFinuliu’ (Hereng®. sewevailullsit sTH60 ChrTemw HPwTs CFaledlujb sTub, Hsewerd 6l iiad
GDDLD 616375 % (HF) Cousvewar ewpdgl CleuPwim’ B BL Gglsur.

mbFlenewt sougler 20-gup urLed, mpbFlewewr srusler 13-gpip LT eYd? Geusvesr
Qaur G sasgled YrGsGlymu Qussl ST GGIPUS Srab Blowmus
GPILLESsTpear. saflgib, Csryfl JYPSCSTH PHGL GYeld, Gbs e ullitiudlows sH55!
pmigsiwrm  Carmeaugl U asIlwentuilst  PHETEDLWTERT  FUPHS  BHLILILTELD.
FlewewrioTeney HIrHewmibLglest 12-gub LT 60, QeuPlwuri L euhs Cousvemerrs FwmLils Cursd
CFTsvausmsud, UGEHTS BMISSOIUL L. Y HEHGLgmw  alBalliuensub, wHBISHGL
UL ssliul L Chewerd FAmiauisends@Hs CsThHEGLTn ussiiiumgwd LBy GFiigsrearg .
@a1 Qauplur’ QF sLmdsr Barar 5 Gesdwsear oS Swerepuwiud 2 uililiued
eTglTliemLyib 1eg Cgefleursd Hri(halesTmgi.

3. FB1s D wHalw EHT6V uTIPONWIS) LIPdHalLpd:dsnhIGeaTler &L L enLoliLy

LS aeupssD sTeaTUgl geaflwaflls wHnib In BF FapssHler YSTDTL bLdws ellglseartaLb.
LIPS EHLD 6T6TLIGI p(h HEMV(LPewD LIPHld GClEBTeTeugl, aulpdhaD 6TedTLIgG) (LPeSTEESTTTH6IT LIPS ighedT
QBT eTedTanIDd SHSSIWV IigliLienL_ulley, HMVLPEHM HEWV(IPEHDUITHSE  HL GSLILIHILD
) S| WL TEIT I ENETF FhISLD LIGRIIT HT6VS F 15 58T (& BTV 6T
CpPIILG S usiereor.

3.1 2 _eWTeUTSSHIPLD 2 RIS LD (LW N 6H LD ETHLOTET MG B ds6iT

2 _6MTEY FMOSHH, 2 TSV LHMID 6l HHCHTOLI YSlwier HLOP LTLITL 1g6T eDLDWId
Fn MISHETTGLD. uMIewLD BlewsvulleYiid 2 ey Fewd @G BIL Lghews Brevigwmiler 217-9yb LimL_ev
alleufla#ng'%. oM swalw Fiflsv 2 _iLillsvsvTed Cloubs EMIGSS Fewrd sPlwTuiled, HeTCLT(H
QBTHSSTV & YLOPHLTGLD; Y TLIVVTHeUT H(HD BmIewTd Srefllifléss CeusrCFmTm)
ST g SsTenwt GUIGTD SEILTELD eTHTaID SmES G561 apaid GeualILGEmsS.

aDmitiLuenTdgler Curg) 'sU(HFCFTm’ Gareast(h ClFLID LIPdbBHmaLl L6 T BreyTnlesr 4-
Qb urLed ugley CFuigistarg . "gypmierT Cauan@eag @ eaid CarLiT, SHDYHS
sTTGDTIEEE Geomid @)L @wdorn Ay setusTd afsmL 2 ey (5L HFGFTH)

Gapemeuuilsemsv 6TITEILD & (hdhewSH 2 6w &gI% Mg

2 _ewteuppgId  Gurg Uetupm  Geuewrigw &aETHTr wHMID  wAwTessGTw  eiglsamer
QFTrsCaremey  allfleurads GOIONGEDS. alppslert, wsCuri, usk, HAspriu’ G,
GUbWSHT YICWTHSEG wWPHedlev 2 ewroueflss UInNGs Hresr 2 easrenr Cousdr(Hb  sTeyiLd
OpMysdn  suadwymissliu L g (Frr&ECasrewey  21)1.  Bleveweud &riiigls  Lilsrenerd d
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Crrmr_Bb sriioriler eupdhsid LG BrepTylesr 264-gyb LTt edlsD &L Uil (Hsirerg; 6.
Fflshsd Gellgaall (b 2 ewreuhgib ritenwl upsHssmsl Cuadlearmg). QuflGuwrisGart(®
S L0TTbG) 2T D GLITEI, e [HdJ LPIT 2_eWTeNTS CIHTL IS o LTI, 2_6WT6U (HbS] (P1g S Lilssr
SUHBG (PSIT 6TPd dm L mgl, GUAGWTAST uelILGESHBHD s m L rg GUTESTD Fops
wilwreng aldsemer  YFrréHCsremeuuller 24-9uib  uTL e  CBPILILBSHISIDS".  Cosid
2 ewreu(Hbglw Liler eumit Gsriiueflgse0, allrevsenar WpenmLiLilg BIme) &LeyH6V, 6TFF 6D Flh% LoD
2 10lipseL  Gumettm  &FETHTT  (pewmassT  YFTrHEGHsTemeuuiler  27-gub Lmedled

afleufGas Ll (Hereresr!.
3.2 S mwewrd FL_BIGHEH @&HOH LG S L e»LOLIL|LD

FBIS SHTVSHPD eTaflewwowirs @) Bbs FHHwest pswmassr, serlidlyi wHmib Fmisd wmallw
HTeVS S0 ailfleuTerr FL_KBIE@ WewDHaTTas 2 (HLGILDHDET. WesTLICILT(FhSD LTTHE HsVeV BHTerlsy
Fl(HewTid GCFiIg eweubs@GHd aupdhsEd Blevalwens slemenrorensy BTHenmOLIGT 54-9ub LimL_ed
sTL_(HSIngI2. Apiauisend@Gs sw FeEsleefl Ol mhgh UTHSTUY HaflldE@Gh QuTBLHF FhiE,
Fh&EID  Qurhlssiiul L 'mibuemL g  sredl  gewlald@Gh  UpdSSD  UTeuTs  Blevailwig)
(Heovemiorerss prpewpiLs 6%, Apuamsgs wemosEse AT OsTEsGD
FLBI®SL upBlw GBS e @bpreds Lullstnl aipHlsTDeT .

FlmLoewtts LbGe0leT S Fbs CuentiiLiL CeusTBHID sTaTLMSSHS GHDILILIBHID FTrdHCsHTemeuuilssr
45-941b LTL_6D, Lihge0l6sT S 1P GiewL L1, HTH, GLIewL, &(HhIG6VLD, 2 DL _[bd HL_1g60 GLITSTD Wb
CUIT(HL_HEDET eDeUGEHS dn L T 6T63TSH STilew allFlemw eu@dgisrarg’. Gueb, LritienL bg Lilsr
GOIULNL L &Tevsdlev SHemteustt wewsrallGuirT(h G)ewewrws Goussrigws 2 L 60D Q@ UHHHMS W LD,
epliy &TeVdbdled & @stunisaflsy allsvd Blhs Ceusrigw HnoHemsub FiflasbEbser 17-900
uTL 6V Ligley GFiig)siTeng*’. FBI% STeVSHH 0 B|a euTLphbenduilst @) wevLITe @) (Hibd 6p(LpHSELD, FhIGLD
wEmallw STreVgHle YewIsGHD Cusmamis@Gl Gurgsurear sSoHLlwe CBBwrs o widsdl

Ulgdasiiu’ L g).

3.3 suflur’ B QBMpswmEEHID afaTd:@Hd HdbdHIeuIpLD

paiaurs GowsHwin alarsGspmsain, aloréms APLESWID WSSTEE FLASTEHLI
Guewriiul L g). SbgIl Qurepdled (wrewev Chrid) allardCsmmid CUITE FThIGd gn LTI, HL Gd6D
Fn L], 2_WTEWTd dn L_T| 6T60T Y FTTeHEHTewauullesr 29-1b Lir_s» GMIORE DS, sTemevuileyib
wrevoulin  Gepamear KeTn  OSTPTL®, SWLIHSSTET OsTy CasNED  STETLIMS
U FTr&HCsTemeuuilesr 9-9pb LUTL 6V suedwymisHFH MG, 2 DEIGL T CFlieudbeNS 6UEHTHIEH6D
(opFrrésCarensu 30), @revsr(h) OCsiley 2 (Heukisehdsa@ e uilGor erfluyb ailerd@sEndsa,
Qe ulGr GmisGs QFeuTH HoHseL (UFTrsGasrswey 31, 36) GuTeTm LIPS eULSSBISHST
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Guewtiiul_ L e, stewrOlewriis, Fifl, & yAlw cpsTmid Fewewths allardsd suflur® "steTenerd
BlmdH" eTeiTanid GoiuNuied Hhgiaudbend evTlh FepsbS M@ 2 enTidbgIUSTHS GlbTarariil L g).

4. QevaHwg Frarmisafler infl (bd CsrE@Liy

FP&ETaWID S Lauswent SWP Iy QGevsSwrbiseflsy @G bGlumid uedluilsv, 2 ewTey
QY pewmaer, Hl(HwewtdE FLBIGSST LHMID eupluT B LpdsaupEsmsSafer @)sdbsdlwg

FTHTMIHEWOTUJLD  euMMledt LedTUTL B CUT(HOTEDWHWUD  H(HSBLTHS  CHTEHSHIS
= LY
Bevddlw HT6V FrermILs urLev / @O Ou@ib usssTuTL (H& CaFuid) |
WPHETEW DS OB TL I FLB@E | LUdsID Ferpasall iy
2 L' Qumrmsir
FMILIEHFeLPsVLD "o_aiTg) petmreurst  Gwealllt uedl / Fepst  uASH GHUHDBE G
Gyeall udliey 2_enrall(h5emev
EVAES (O] @swmrs Ledld g,
(ur. 78) BBITe 2 WirdHev.
uCwT) BreyTmi "> _ewrgseui prCeur  LIOITL 2 _ewTey Gamrullsy LIOILTL G560
L@BBESBlwT CssTn” 2_arallHib pewmemLo;
(umr. 289)2 auedll LIEDHaUSHTF
& evo1 (D Geumlesr
Al
P FTTHCH T "Loemeur 1160 LosmedrL1L16d) oL 1q 607
oar1’ 19 GSTEWLD SH6WIT(R) (Domestic Offering) O\ 161 I 61H 5 &
2 ewras" (ur. 39)1 2_ewTey LWL
MG @@L
2_GwTeM (hbS6V-
5160 63T LD T6W 6V "Gausvesrric Guirs wmliiued s@miy / OGETEE
BID®DIDLIG wplallBdhs" (L. Cauplur’ QL BLILslemuws
12)11 5®bs1, o_smamad
Amieuisenés,
SAoN5560.
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I FTI&CH T "obsI QLTS wremew Chr ailetdE b CHIHIl6L
Asury BLeurTGr" euflum( SIRIST (HSS6V;
(ur. 9 & 29)1 LTI
B)»mauemnears
QBT pSH6L.
5. ey

sy Gevsslwls uridlsd 'ued' whpid ‘Lpdsapssd’ GHlss ugleser, HD Fupas gl
SsLiuenTurt (b uflewrm susridFfenw less Cgefleursls LeoliLBdEISleTnesT. <y gloesflgestleir
LwgSler allewereursd Carermw @rédsid Abgid o uwilitiueddF FLki@, Fwewr-ClUeTds M
Cariurhseflest  LFeusLTeID, USIOATOTS pSHEHRTHG  BHrevsaflsst  9m  sTupFFwma)id
ueTU@RSSLILL®, uFwrHpmed, allHHGCHTbLO LHMID Feps 2 aurauallsSH0TS LMIQIHTHMD
Qi Ls.

9CsCBUTETNI, FEMLOW BIL LIBIGZET, 2 ewIau(hhgID Hriieww CBBlssT, SlHwentd FLki@seafls
CuenTliL@®D FETSTT ailFla6r, GHOOU SeWLIHLILT LITSHIGTHGD @pbd GBMILpsnMEB6T HMILD
aflerd@ euflur® Frihg Gl aflWblwkiser Heweardgib D wohsefsr eurpaluGr®
UN$CshEs wpigwrseurn Ulstesfliilenentbgierarssr. HeaferouinTdsss) @wpedled LIV LOFLFTT
ueTUTL(h DL WTENBIGST WTHMWeML H euH Ceusweruilsd, LeTewL W @)eVH S WBIS6T
2 TTEGID B)SHHMBW HMeuLflsemarud Fepsk ppda Ml e mEemaru b Cuewil'i LTEISTLILIg)

FOPBHEHB6T (B)STHIEHLOWITS HL_eWLOWITEGLD.
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