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ABSTRACT

Among human basic needs, shelter comes right after food and
clothing. Human progress from dwelling in naturally available
caves and tree hollows to intentionally constructing houses,
multi-story buildings, ramparts, fortifications, and moats marked
the emergence of construction technology. Ancient Tamils
employed various construction techniques suited to their living
requirements and security needs. References to simple dwellings,
pillars, tall multi-story buildings, high walls, mortar mixtures,
fortifications, moats, and weapon-fitted fortresses from that era
highlight the architectural and engineering knowledge of ancient
Tamils. Based on evidence from the Purananuru, this article
explores the settlement structures, pillars and residential
construction, high walls, tall buildings, mortar and building
materials, fortress and fortification construction, armed defenses,
and water body construction engineering of ancient Tamils.
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yliays @ EsD

neflGeofledT QLIS GCHMaISGEHT 2 6016, 2. 0L&EG OS5 blemeuudlev
@@LUILS GHemel SmMHMSI. @ UINMEWTHS R G5 &60&HE&H6T, I0TLIGLITHS & 6T
GumeTmeuMemMLT LWeTUR&SFH eumpbs Bleveowledmnbas, SHLLOLG  efG\&er,
LDITL_MBI&6T, IDSH6VEET, 2IT600T&H6T, AUHPGET CUTETMaIMenm 2 (HeuTHSHIW Blemevs &
0 60fl & 60T (ETGrMIWIGLIMG &L (HILOMeTsS QSTNELEIL LD 2 (heumengl. LpbhalLp@mLd
g amfdlLs GCsmeasiG, UumssTUUNHGL ghmeurm UeCam &L (HLomeor
BILLBI&SeTS & WITeooT(h6Temery. IIHHETVSEH6  SmeooTliLlL. Smmleuser,
SITE00TSH6IT, 2_UWIITLOITE0T LOITL_ BI85 6T, Q1B (h) € &+6U TS 6IT, LD600T &6V60)6), 3| [J600TS 6T, 15 L0 &6,
LH&ET, CUTIEGESEMNEHET QUTHSSILLL GHTLeML&6T GUTETM GMILIL|&6T
uphsdpflear sL@wmear flemar QeueflliLGQGSHHRaTmeT.  @&H&HL(HenT
uphsWprlear GUUIGLL emLiL], STEosH6eT WMmMID  @6vevds &L (HLOmerTLD,
QB EH&FEUTHET, 2 WITLOMET LOMLTEI&HET, LD600T &H6eVem6ed MmMILD &L (HLOmeoTLl
QUITBLG6T, Fevor LMHMID CHTLemL &L (HLOMETD, L6 &8 [HeN&HEHL 6T Fnlqll
S|Tevor&6T, Himlenevsds SLBmerll QuTmluiwe wHweaimenm Limbrearmlesr
FreTmIG 616t 91 L6 Lullev QLT TUaISTES SennGBMmSI.

BweyFClErpsar
SLOWTTS QsmblémE U, UpbBsEpT, GSQuilmLy, greor, LD, G E 6T,
LD6DOT S6V6Mm6N, 3 J600T, CHITL 6L, LDH6V, &0, LiemL&&@maed, Bimleneusd &L (HLOmeoTLD.

ey

uphsWpflar Qsmhleomil U nflenal SNHSHCHTETUSMNEG FhISH @608 5 UIMIg6T
(WERWIDTET STIHEIGETTS N6THIGROTM6T. D6fl&H6T @UMMEE (GLD6VIL 60T
Q6T UTLHSCHTH, HTEH GCHMeUHECHML @QUIMMELI GQUITIHL&HEM6TLI
LweTUB &S G WIHLILSem6TULD LIMSIssmLUL SeMLOLIL|&H6meTU] LD
2 (heUTSH W 6eTaTmer. UPHSOINSESH eoflll  GQemaFsHeT (WHV 2 WIFLOTeor
DML BI&H6M6TS Q&MeoTL. @)6V6VMmIG6T auempuileid, gupnmer &l IMHMID 2 WTHS
IDHLHMETEH QST T0T&H6T alenFUIaID LGam &L (HILOTET S(6mLLIL|86T
@ GHSleTeTer. @enal Qeaumild SLUIgLBEIGaTTsS WL GWlearn, 9&sme & aerleor
FILLOOS, QUTBLEHMNS CHIHOSHEHH, HL(HILOTET (LNEMEHEMET  M560
AR W QFTHevHIL L Snleneaiu]lb QelerlliLi(h &g 60Tmeor.

s Blpler Gy dlpLity yevwtit

upbslpflar  GUUWIGUUSmes Heaeo  FTiHs  GSQUIGUUSE, Snarg
GQUWILILSET, CLEBT AHVeLEl BHTEH GIQUIILILIGET 6Tl QUTSIUTEHL LUGSSIS
STeorlILUG&EMS. Hemeoor FMIHES ULUGHS&L bBBleuLILGHUIL HeL G55
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QUL &H6m6TE Q& mevor(h eTerfl @ (HLILIIL Mg 6T emn& S LILILL60T. H(HLOLIGS CHTenH,

MEUG BTV, FHeM 0TS S MTeT CLITETMEMEU Sne® JeMLDLILSME L LIWI6TLI(H)& S L ILIL L 60T.

Fooriseflan BHIBIGEINn Lalend  SL(BILDMTETHISGET  &MeoorLILIL L 6oT.
©)6LEVMBIGHET, DML MIGET, QBB EHSEUTEHET, TS, INFH VST CLITETMEME {5856V
SL@Wmer  auemFRAWleT LGam  BlemeusHemnens &ML (HSPeTmer. @) SHe6oTmev
UphsWprlear &QuilgliL emwlil eurseflar eumpelluls CHemalsi@Gh  Hlev
emWINMHGSD gmL ML G BHS0S MILI6VTLD.

SIS P Qs s Buorens

SNOoTH6T &L QL HnEHE5 SMTHGTH BIHGD QFHIGESSTET eMLILSGETTEGWM. Foed
WLMHMID &LIQLSFHT Faifsefladr g WL HIWD WWF FOemWUD QFNESSTIO6N,
IFGHOINGHDETES STOTHET IE5HNMERNHGHEH Q&Teom(H QFVTTMET. @)560TTeY
SLULLD 2 MBUMSE|D BlemeWMEHaD @@L, GOSN, LN6EoTL LD, @)6V6Vld,
S|JevoTlnemesT  GUMeTM  HLIQLMGeTfledr QB UMD  SHTe0oTd 6T
LweTu®GSeTmer. FINfl @6LVHIGERSHGHFL. 2 NIFemul 6fHG0  auamsuilev

SIT600TSH 6T LIWI60TLI(D & & L1LIL_L_60T. ©)560)60T,

“GDfl6b BH mmevor LIMHMI(LMLD, 86:1)

6TedT 31 STLOSR M.

@BG “HOHoOTEor” 6aTlUg FIMLLTS AOWEHESLILLL 2 MIGWTET  ST60600TsH

GMGERMS. @H60TT6L @)6V6Vd &L (HLDMETSHH6V &L 1L &HF 60T [Hl6M6VSH6TenLN&H G MM
QUG U6V STETOTS 6T 3{6MNGSHLILIL I (BHIHSH NS MW (DB MSI.

GlB B b FasTFHar

QBB EHSEUTHET 616G HETIDMHAD 2 WTLTHE|D HeM&SLILLL 6edemnLnu meor
FOUJHETMGLD. @enal &LIQLBIGMETE &GNl UTSSTLL  eUphiGalCsm®,
3| J6vor&H 6 M MILD QUi & uilgsLiLsseflesr LMasmULm @D LIUIedTLIL L 60T, )5 60)60T,
QBB EH&6UT HELEYI6L LeuID LIS HemL&LOIH &I (L|MLD, 373:11)

6T60TM LIML 6V LIPHSLALPT &L IQL BIG6 60 Beoorl &Healfser @ubEensd GMILILORmSI.
GLO&YILD, LIeN&6UFTSH6T 6Telf1FH60 &L88 (LPLQWMSLILG QST (NSHEMEVSEHLD & MIT 8 EHLD
BleMBHEH SLOMeT &Nenwiud, elletoreneoor (LB 6T sHEG 2 WIbHsE Heoorl
DG eMEVULD Q8 TevoTL 6Ued6mLOWIMeT GS&ITLemL LI LIMTSISTLIL] S{emLOLI6oL,
“S@eH_&5Q &L MM (& 600T L& L5

UM (S0 auLqHevorn & 6L (LMD, 18:10-11)
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6T60T LIMBMeNml &L HHMmE. @FH6T epeuld &L HITTSEHN SGall emlnlil], 2 WiFl,
2 MHLILUTEH wHweaimnlev UPHSILLT Halerd QFNNGHWG DL (HILOEVEVTLON,
QB D EH&EUTSHEN6TS &L HID BIL LI eueTIHE BHSHNS DWW E M.

2 UIJIDITGHT LD/TL_[BI%5 G

9 WILDMeT WMLQWETUS LV SH&EGSGEHET 6V6LSI 2 WITLOMET | 6mLNLIL|&H6D6TSH
Q& MeToTL &1 L_BI&H606TE GM &G0, ©)&&H6M8 W DML BIG6T 65 & 6lT, ] [T600T L0 6D) 6015 6T
MHMID B&HTE &L (HILDMETSEH 60 2 WTLNMET DML MBISG6T (NEHW @LLD QUMM HIHS60T.
IDTLMBIGET  @TCMTELTETM  QB(BHEHIOTHAD 2 WJTHID  DbHHHBHS
QEWHemU,

“LD6DI6V &> 5 6TUTE & 60T60T LOITL(€h FleuLDLI”(L|MLD, 390:7)

6TEOTM LIML_6VLY. 2_600TIS SR M.

Cx5GUIM6L,

“& B Fell(® evofludiM &60oTQLITIH LOMLLD”(L|MLD, 53:2)

6TedTm 319 epeflefaid MLmSmens GMILLNGSRMmS. @560 epeuld &L (HLDMeTsS S ev
CHIBHASHMHEGHEILULL QUIBLEMmeTE QFbambUUGSH UwWeTLURSHWSILD,
&L SH 6T IP&GH&HGHH QHTHSHSHLILLL WPEHERWSHSHIUOLD LIS mS.

DGV HVena LOPNY/LD HL BUOTGTLI GITIL Hai

ULBHSLALPTEET &L 19 MBISGHeM6T 6MLN& G LDGLITS LD6DT, &6V, LOFLD, @)em6v, L6V GLITeTm
@WMHen&HL QUTIHL&6m6T CHemeudGaH ML LILI6TLIH &S 60T 06T 600TS G 8606 ULIT60T
QUTBLSHEBLET &HOVHG, HLIQLF &GeUJSHET MmN LUTSISTUL 60L& 06T
2 HaUmEHeTT. &SLOWLIOTSESH 6T 2 MIGUIUTLIQMETS LDeoTen6eors  SWTHlHs
Uwetu@sSSH W  HILUD  UphsUOFLD Sombhsms @eEHWEF  FIeTmiser
ST O&eTmert. GMILILMTS LMBITT M6,

“36emTLD 600f(eh & HITLQ&ITLY BIL MIGLD”(L|MLD, 341:5)

66T 311 3jgevor SL(BIDTTSH ) Devor Hevemel LWeTLUGSSILLL QEFwHenuwl
2 T ISSIH MG

@56, “olemTOeooT @EHF” eTeOTm LIWGTUM(H OGO  SMISSH VeV Sl
UsLILGSS &L HImarsSHev LWeTLR ST QST HIL LGmGE &L (HeausmEGLD.
G, SHME&EMETL LWeTUOSS auedlennwlmer &ealfseT, SHeoormiser LmmiD
UMSISTULS S LemLIL&GmeT 2 (heuTsHer). Heormmler SHHmigsealy GUImeTm

&L (HLomeTmIseflanin s560 LIW6TLRSSLILLLenG,

“Z&HeLeY MG Sl MW 6U6LYIAITE FaeueL”(LJMLD, 331:1)
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6T60TM 1Y HevemeVll LIWeTLURSS euedennwlmer &L GBI QFWWLILL LSS
Qsflal&R M.

QY TGHT LopmYLs CHIL vl HL BILoTeTID

W]y =012 Y G5 et 61Ul 6oT JQLILIemL_ulev LIPhHs LT | [J600TSH 60 61T UL LD
GHMLemL&GemeTWD HIL LA () 6MINGG60TT. QLLOLNMeT &G 6T, 2 WITHSE LDFH 6V 56T,
auedlenn W meor eUmUI6LE6T & UIem6l 3jTeoorserfledr (N&HPU 2 MILIL|&H6TTE @)[HHS60T.
Q) FHemen,

“rpleveuemniy WmBs (& 600T () & 60T cooras LA
eUMeTGM T euetTeorT L flem&”(L|mLD, 21:2-3)

6TE0TID 1986 BleVSHH 6T QWPSHENBUD HLHS &GBemWUD, aUTeTSHamnSHs QHTEHILD
3|6T6Y&EG 2 W HS LnFlemevw|Ld & mILILN([H &) edTmeor.

GLosiLD,

“ UGHSIWITS

FHeLLOH M CF& LD yilem&L
UenLowmb Sriflenl QBH B YTCr” (LMD, 343:15-17)

6T6OTM LML 66T 2 WFHS DFH6VSHmeTW D LMSISHTLIL HemLDLIL&HM6TU|D Q& meoorL

2 TeM600TE SHITL_ () &) 60T M 60T

@&aTmel 9Jevor SL(BIWMTOTESH L 2 WID, oo, SOUL, UTSISTLUL  GUImerm

QUITMIUNUIEL T MIG6IT 62(HMIGH 6M600TE S LILIL LY (FH&H6M S JMIULIGVITLD.
L160) L8 85 (15 611 & (615 L_ 60T Fw. L LI ] [T6TOT S5 61T

FHI&G HMTVE SLONTHET SHHIGET HEHTHIGET, ) FE00TLN6METSHET OMMID (L& S WILDT6oT
GSQUWIIBLILIS 6T LMSISTLILSMSE TS 6160600 WITE0T 3 [T600TS5H6M6lT 60L& H) (HH S 60T .
@euaure&efley  UMSISTUNNGS CoHemeuwmer LeGaum  LemL&&mHalsHEHLD
LWeTUBGSSLILILLET. S JeooTdHetledr H6eu&H6eT 2 WINMSHaD  6ledemnWmg a0
SMDESLILLL LT, IHflHar SemiGalamss SHhoHEGWD amsuile 98086,

QUIMTUNGLEET LDMHMILD &MTEUEY SI6MIDLIL|GEFLD @) (HIHS60T.

Irevorskefler Hvsefled @ubhgs aHflemers HHEHe aley, L GUImeTm
erfl&mallaer LwWeTUBGSSLILLL6T. jFevor eUmuilleusseT euedemDUITeT & 868 6M6TE
Q& MEOOT.(FHFHET. SHMaUVTSH6T WFV&Eefler CUOHUGHUNL G BHS N [T60600Ts
FOOWETET LUGHHM6TSH &H600To: 6ol 15S560TT. @) H60TTeV  B{J600T  6T60TLIGE  GQleumild
&L (HIOMETIONS @6VEVITIN6, LI S&HMHel&H6T MmN LIMSISTLL S{6mL0LIL]|85E5L 60T

@emeoTHS @0 UMHSTLLS QsmhlevmlLnmg aflemmi&Swg. UWHSLOpKler
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UMEIsTULES  &SLOWLIOGEH0 Qeaumid wHed  yasPluyd il Gwesrn,
CUMT&&mEI&EHLD @)L IDAUMHMIBHSMS LiMBTTHI6,

“|1DL| S16H & LD &19.WJ6v0T”(L|MLD, 20:16)

6TedTml @ LILIML6V 6ulf]l ODLIS6T QUIT(HSSLILL L LIMSISTLIL HTenenrsd GolLLNOQS mS.
@ &6t QS mevasmLILNwWT,

“UPIRUASE STEUUTLD (LMD G&ITLGILD

SemerQpM LTLEH M G (CO ST, LiD &S en6ur:66)

6Te0T LIem& CoubSenll6il GG SIHE&HVMD (NGHeVMUL elleTmiGLD, o(TevorsCearm(h
(DWeMD  QUMHMIETAT HTaUIEMLU GHMTLEOL 61607 MTHE  LUMSISHTLL
S GHEMETU D 2 6TeMLEGR  Jemeoord GSMILLNGSRMTT. USHMILILISHID
wHevauTullev, &Y, WHe, &Hmalel el WMmMID CUTTHSmaNsG6r Lmlw
QEFWH &6 & mevor LILI(H 6Uen S,

“ellevedlemn & T (TXTT N &EEF weis
&1y Slemens & 6vor(h 65\ L1 &) 60T
QBOLWBH6L BlemTLI LIG6urs &1 (LIS MHMILI, 22:21-25)

6T6OTM LML 6V &6T WFHleussefley QUTBSSLILLL CUTTHSHSHMETULD, LLOLOT6oT

FLBIGHMETUWD, QBIGW HOSH@meTWD Q&ML  GHTLmL IjenlnLienL

QeuerflIL() & &5 6T 6oT.

GLosyiin,

“eTIH B TS 5608119 601 SbLjemL eumrullev
G&meiTeu 60T WS emeull (& 6voT (b) 85 6T0T 3510

UMTEIM REBIGH W euemeTHhSIQ&FW Lflens (LHMHMILI, 53:6-9)

6T6OTM SIq.G&6T THH T QUITMIGET, SIDLIG6T, OINTET S, auemeThHE emnbHS

2 WIHS DG 6L HWIMHENME Q& T600TL 2| J600T SeMLOLIenLIEF &L (5 6dTMeoT.

@sermey  Lphslpflear UMSISTLLES SLGWmarD &SLlgLssHemey L Gulern

CumyueumMluiiwiey omle)Lsilb GenemTbH BHESHMS MW WILEMSI.

Brplwas 51 Purans

uphsdprser Bengd GFUlGSHe|D, WemmWMsL UweTUhSSan  LevGeum
BoBlemevs SLBIWDMTETHRIGEET 2 (HeuTHER6erT. ifl, @GeTh, SHeoTnmul, ST,
ST, emeoor  GUMeTMenE! HBIBlemevs SL(HLDTETHIGETTS 3 60)L0[HS60T.

NOPESHTUSEHN JLEGD Heowsd GCHEH mealsdHs, amlHsH &HTusHe
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GeuaTmeoorenld  WOMMID G HBIS CHMaISHERHGL LWaTUGSSID  alemndullev

@) 58 L_(h LDITEOT M1 & 60)61T 6)19.6)6ML0 S & 60T .

Beygs GCHemeuWmerT @)LMISGEHHGEH Q&Mer(h QF66V SHMEVETUISET LMmMILD
Brautlser gemnssasliulLer. Biflear oemeneals HLOQLUUOSSWD, H& LI UITeoT
Beny QeueflGuWMmMeDd DG EGHH6T CLIMTETM 6mL0LIL&6T LIW6eT LM SSLILIL L 6oT. @)8 60T
epeuld Bemy efeoorm&H &N Blemevwlmeor (WemmMUiley LIMFTEH MG LWeTUG &SN

QamflemIL U oifflemes LRHSOILT&HET QUDOIBHSS MWWGEDSI. G &emer,

“SlemMULD QLITeMNMU] LOCTITIHS & 6M6LLL

6TGUOTGUUT ITL. LY. M1 6ITEM 60T Q& M(BH MBI 6emT”(L|MLD, 118:1-2)

6TEOTM LIML6VIQ&6T SHM&ET MmN LITENMEM6T ©)60600THS 6UeMETHS 860 T UL 60T

SM&ELILLL BiBlemevenwld &L (H S eoTmeot.

IMEOTHET, GemmisGefley CoHEHEHLILLL BT CeueTmeror BIVBIGEHHGHF QF6aIIND

e & U6y Breumuilevss6T emLn& & LILIL L 60T 6T6TLIENS,

“gDLIIT FFem& LOMGeu6iT eTeuei

Leor6L LS 6dl6tr Elpemeu@wm@® &Lpeof1”(LmLD, 24:18-19)

66T  SIQGH6T HBieumulevsmeT aUPUINES SHPafl&HEhHGS SHe00e ) QFTMNS
D _600T ) & &1 65\ 60T M 60T .

GLosyiln,
“@) (L QLD6T Qleumedl s (LD LeoTeuld LG el m”(LmLD, 176:5)

6T6dTm 319 BT QeueflGumid eumuleder QFweLmLemL STLALILOSSIHMS. @) 60T eV
UphsWIpT s Gwmear mleneal BIGeumeorenoulsvid LiwedTLIH &S Ul Hib S 60Ty
6TeOTLIG QG eflaumemal.

wyayws

UphsWpHler sl Bmers Qs mblevmiL L ereflu &luil@mLliysefledmba o wiyLnmeor
IDTLMBIGET, QBOHEH&FATSGET, ppmear A&W&E6T,  eumerarmelll  FH V&6,
QUENELOWITEIT  S|T6U0TSHET QU LVGaIM Bleneussefled aleTi&ER WenL S (HHE S

6TETLIENG LIDBTENml 6i(hSSI68 T O\ TmSI.

FHMLEHEHEGHS STCO0TEHEM6T MLNGES6), HETITL. &I 6T &L (H &6V, LDEDITE0) 60015
&L (HLDTETE &HeVemeUWMSH L LIWeTLB S SHIH6V, ML LSS &L-(H&H6V, 2_WIFLOTeoT
DS LEMETUD LLPIOMET HLHHETUD enng g6 GUMETmenal &L (HLDM6TS
Qs mevmIL LI mledledr LILCaIMI BlemevsHemens &ITL(H&eTment. GLOsILD, 2| T60oTd 6rflev
DL QEFNGSID QUTMISET, 6THH T emLLILIS6T GUTETmaUMemMLI QLITIHE S W60
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UmgIsTiLsS &l@wmeard Qumiluiley  HILUSSILET  @)6m600T S (HiHHemnS
QaueflILQ &SRS

Bomlenevs SLOWMaTmGlaND  &MH&HET, LUTMMSHET, 6UM6THES  HeISaT,
Breumuievser GuUmaTmalMemnmMLl LWeTURSS Hengs CFilss GeueTmesoremnlns &Ll
Lwetu®SHujeTerery. ereorGeu, LimBMearmmléd UFHeum&Hujerer &L (HLomerd
Qeudser uphsbpflar SLgLESmn  nflemeal WL (GBIVTSE, LevGeaim
Slemm&etiain SjauTgseT QUMMIBHS Q& TeEIL LI 9mlenel GauerlliLIb s S eTmeot.
srarG)pasraforssis

1. Yymlb - 86:1

2. Gevgl -372:1

3. GLevgl-18:10-11

4. GOeval - 390:7

5. GLeVal - 532

6. GG -341:5

7. GUevgl-331:1
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