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Abstract:
The Kaisika Natakam is a unique ritual theatre tradition performed exclusively at the

Thirukkurungudi temple in Tirunelveli district. In this, Nambaduvan, who belongs to a marginalized
caste, undertakes the Ekadasi vow and, even when obstructed by the demon Somasarma, fulfills it
without giving up. Beyond its mythological framework, this play highlights issues of caste, faith, truth,
and salvation, thereby embedding social and spiritual messages within its ritualistic performance.

This research paper examines the Kaisika Natakam both as a dramatic text and as a performance
tradition. It analyses the process of revival and reconstruction undertaken in the late 20th century after
the form had almost vanished, and explores the contributions of scholars, artists, and temple authorities
in bringing it back to the stage. By documenting and critically analysing the Kaisika Natakam, the study
not only preserves an endangered cultural heritage but also demonstrates how ritual theatre can function
simultaneously as a site of devotion, aesthetic expression, and socio-cultural discourse.

Keywords: Kaisika Natakam, ritual theatre, musical drama, Thirukkurungudi temple, Kaisika Puranam,
revival, Tamil performance tradition
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w&EFH BTLEHID eT6dTLLH H(HOBHLGEeusd wreul L HHbGmm@Gy B GCasreaisdley wi (Hb
pewL_GuMDd SesflGgieuwTer GaralsvsrTi BTL& LLIUTGL. @)bd BTL S, UITH LTTeRTHdH6e0
@ILDEUHD ewEFs YrTentd sengsemil iqLILIeHL_WTHdDS ClaTeTLgl. @BV STPSHSLILL L HVHMHF
FTiibg BLOLIT(HeUTET, JHTHF ailrsd Cm6lsTeanT(h Hewsd FHTarTar CFTFTT &Hdb G0 Blewsvullsyb
wasall_Twed BlewnmBeupmISIDITesT. LITentd Hendewild STeRTiquld, @)HBHTL &L FTF), HLOLISMS,
FSIWb, Y& Yalw SHUGCLTHL Semer  euedlymiSHIUBTV FePHIPLD  YSTIOHAPLD  sp(HHBICSH
UrgdluedlsglesTmert. @)bs uieyssl Renr sewsdls hTL sl Lrsenw o euentliLihdd] Feps Gpbrddleyid
STERTSMGl. wewMhg GCurer Blewsvuiledl(hhgH @) (HUSTID BTHDTETIGT GMiBlulled BlHPHBLILIL L
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B QHeursasd  GOSSHID, YSDNHTH  HDIEhTsH6r, SHmeVehimssr, GCaralled Bliaurslssr ClFiis
usiseflliysenerwd aileuflsSlngl. ewasdls BTL ESFeT euanTiiLi(RdHDH0 HMID alliFer 9y iailsT
eLpsVLD, ewmbgIau(H s LTTbufuGensd UTHSTULUCST(H L (HLOEVSVTLOE, LGS, Hemev, Fepd
2 ewrwmLe YFlweaunhenn HEIGCH OGeauefliuBSgid CuwewLwrs GCasrallVFTi BTL & 6TeueuTM)
CFwLIHF MG eTHTLMSU|LD B)SHaHL_HewT alleTdGHSIngl.

HmayFCFrhaser: wasfls Brisb, Casralevsri BTLsD, @ewsF BrLsb, SHSGMUBIGLY, WHFs

Yrmestid, L B\(Heurdsid, S0 BT oLy

WPSTDIHT;

Bl G S HVB6T  CLITVFOFIUISHED' CLPSVLD FL_MBIE, FTTHSMEUWITSE 2 (heuTd SHCLITH FLBIGTIHS
Geuaflsafley &) mbgI b BI% GLTgGleuafluiled &)uwdhsD G\%TeUsT(HETETET. HHMBTEIT HMTT6ENTLD FL_hiIF56IT
'Beme' 6TEMILD LSV 6ulgeUBIGHETTS MWLl L &b QUTHeTTHTrS CHhemeu &HBWLDTELD. FL kI,
FTTHS BlahsaIHVsHerTs (ritual performance) @lermid C&TL_(HLD BTLSHBISET (LPHSUILOTEITENEU.
priLrflu Carullsy Tibhs BlEHDSSHIS0H6T | BTL HBISET, 615 [Hbam S5, MlVLILTL (B, LTeHaUSTn I
2 sirafll_(®) Lsvayld 2 sremrer. eweudds Cxsmulley FTihgl BEDSSLILML BTLSBIGD (LPpoHEWILDTETH
'‘wafE BrLsd Y@, @S (Hwr FH6BVGS wraul L b FlhdbGHnBIGLY 6TeTa)ID 2ariflgysiTear
pLlds GCaralledsy LB BHPSSLILBD wsFs BTLSHMD eTeTeid @ews (TL &L Lilrsleww
YPEITDUSBHTGLD. Flewemtus gerhigefled Clauaflabgisrer Up s Grsst GbBTLssms )plipsid
QFwyd CrTdhdlsy Gleuafleubslhes, @)susuriieyds L_(Hewr eunmledphgh Cumiul B ewsdfs BTL %

BlapSSI0 Lrdlenw S euentiiLBssa b Feps CBHTedls) &TenTayd pHUBSIMSI.
BBLHHIHV Me»ELILIT(H
S35 S WTET LTlSTHT FoPHSHHIL 6T HLDewLD @) eweNTHGI%H 6% T6TaS| 6THTLIZ FL_BIGHH6T LOHMILD
HMVHT CUITSTD BlHLSSIH0B6M 6T ufliiTESSTeT. @& [HHens pieuTart Guyrdflwir. &FbgTsref
IJeuiasT “QerlliLepLw  FepsbissT , “PerTHILlLT FepsBIseT TeTm  euemSLILIBHSSHISDTI.]
FOPSBIGHET HLOWID 2 MGl 6FUILH CEHTeTOUSD S, RPOTDVWNTSGHIH CBETETUSDGH BlBHLPSEIH0HM6T
T T CFiFleTmert. bs euewsuiled BlspdHIH0Hmar BT LilsTeuHoTn ausnsELiLbhSHS
(pigujb.
1. Guda 2 sirafll L 9STHTL BL oL &H6WHEHET
2. FLBIGS6T
. eUTLPEEMS UL L FL_BIGDH6T
i. Gamalley &ri FL_Bigser
3. FHWeVE6IT
i. Gamailsy Fribseneu

i. Jmo
@bs ausmsLTLige) Casrally FTi BlapsHSHSHmeVSal6T Feps HDBIHL Gmmey. “Cxsmallsy” eTey)b
SewLoLiL] eueTiG0SHEH @G LTUTL (hd FnMIHEHET HemeV 6lLI(HLOLIBIE auHlSSDSI.
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Carallsvami Ba1pd 351560

CaTalleVFTi BlHLpdEIH6V 6TITLISEIST HTFFHTHET CIF UG 1q Ul eI L TOTBIS6T, sudlmL(H
PpEOM&6T, G\Flieu 2MTEUEVLD, FL_BIGHBOTTET F)(hdbEH6VIWITERDT 6NEULIAILD, HFT6T UMBHBTL F, 2arEhF6D
eweauLiauld, LUrmewt @)FlErs sengseflear sridleww  ardClFIse) CUTeDeUST L hiIGHTM6UT.
@sweauwirab  UTTeDeUWTeTIHmeT 6THTLTTTI GOIUU L. BTl sefled er HewL GLMIUSTS
Seww&Elermerr. GasreoriL b, @GulwTl L b, @ewFsssCaflasr, Brigwnissr, Hewrwi CFemeu
Gumsver CaHTallVFTi BlBLHGSHIEHMVBET. (Beweu LITTeNUWTETTHemar 2 arerL_&HlGw (3)(hHdHleTmevt.
weudbss Caralls) FTihs VBN SWBHEmm M/ HOUTOTOHMIS Fnml BTLS 6UIGEIDTSH
BlapssliLi(heusst Fev 2 ar®). YeunHMleV PHAWLTeTH wSFASHL LTTenTid. ensFBL LTresTtddler
wla s rSlullet g liepLswwlt Ulsitaumomrm 9mlwpsid GlFiiuievmib.
D &HF S LT TewTLD

LT TenTmisefled Sl(HLomedlssT cLpsiTmTaugl SeUSTTIOTHS H(HGLILIBLD UTTH HeUSTTSHNDHH FnMILD
urmaL Yrrenrsgler 48 — opeug) SHwmwid ensFsl LTmenTid Qy@LD. aUTTe LTTenTddled $hHLome)
Ulribesrg Brdsgieuryss16e0 (hhbgl s emLallrsy gjerayster LsTBlurds Gleusfleunbg Lisiresri L6la 6 LMw
wewew GureTm LSTY 2 HEH6ETa(H HL6V Hewrll Llemhgh LITSTETD GlFTH 60T LINHETTEV LjLblewul
(ywrGsaileww) e1(hdas Ywerm Ogrero @)L bCumFeaTng. WL OLRdsastiul L LyrCseail
Fpwredl b Aev Caxemallser Csl s, YsHEG Jeul UFD GFTeVousTH @) (Hour 2 ewrwimL_edlesr
QBTEHLUCL uITa LTTesTid S @L. (B)$H6D LITeukIG6T, LITeUBISEHHBS T LIfleTIhiser dnmliLil (hsTearer.
@) BT p(h LGS WTST ew&HFH LrTentid, ewsdlals uewr ury Cum umIHL uDVwd STPSSOILIL L
Pmeusit 2 wiFTHCwer SHHSSULUGBLLD UlrmweeisE wwsd eafllssed upplujb GG TeTob
& menT(Rsirengs sTer sul_Glorfluiled ewiobd)(Hdb G @)L TTenTddn @ SllsL allwrTdawmeTd (2 o)
Qeiig urrer uliLi GOodGSEleTorT. @eur Heir 2 wrevw ‘waFs wanrslwid’  sTeTEm
GO GSlsTori. @ rrwremrrey pFFTfwurssiul L @eurg Srevd  HN  LiedTesflyedsTmib
BTOOTRTL TG0, Geualwrsslurarsens 6wflss piieurart GCleusvLsT o BISlevsFlsL  Glory
Quuiigglsrermi. LugTsr wpesfleufler alwTsSWTETSEIL 8T Fnlgw wSFASLILTTERTD 6LI(HLDLITEOTEST
mauewteuds GCarallvseafled &TisdHlews LIS eueriLilewm HTSFAWTN (@)STDETEOD LITTTWIESDTLD

QFwiul ® aupSmgl. B)semer urrTwentd QFUIGT(heh@ wilwrems GFwiwd Qur@L (B “LNribw

rah” apmise wry (SHCUTE aupsslsd @lemev). @iyrTeanrs sms @Cr @ GGl G wrL

auflwrsGeu BTL LTS BHDSSLILL D euHE M.
w&HFE BTLSHLD

FHOBLGsusd wreu b BTHEIGEHNEE 10KM Qaremsvallspsitar Fmdb@mibiGy  sTedTm
B (HSHVHBV ewsFlas BTLHD YMTHCHTMID FTTdHFlews wWTHD eueriLilewm esTHFAulls ey
pepeugid  poLCUNIFSTDG.  wSFASLLTTERID  BeLClUPD  @Lwre  QEH[HESMIBIG1
pOULLBeUSSTTEY  @hiE wL G  alwflewFwurs BTLED BLISUUBUSTHE FnpLLBSIDSGI.
Cun@dii L g  ewasdfsiiyrresidemsts Ulp GCasrallvsefly wurrrwentd Gy  Gumrepgi,
BT DD SI(HLOGBIHS QPAUTT S(BSESDIEIG1Y. SO DY) LTI U UTL_OSEETLI LTI Bledne

OFiioug eusasid. Gued eurmraLrmenTd el Gwrifluiled “eweuagewroy sumwesrd” (o) “eumioesr
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CaysSlrid” eTedTm LImewTd BLbhd QL SHwHE GUSISTDGI. S (HbGMIBIGLG CLIWIT SHTTERTLOTETS,
GOIB 2 GnIww P GmSw , GmHw eugeud GleTenTL CULTET. @) UTLET 2 (Houbewdd
GOILILSTS YwHlTnG. 6Tar@au GCmolFTeTar Frarmisst ensFAsliLyrTenTd HLHESBlW HevLb
B (B SGHMIBIGLClweT aug)IFEFTsHSTD6T. sweauswteu rLileri (B)sueurGm BLOLIGHewSH WD 6% TaTSlTD6ETIT.

W&Fs QT THTUGI HTISIHleNd SBIH6T HEHEOULF JHTHFWTN OCSTLBIS MIBT6T

sloursFulled iye) GumSngl. @re ollrsd @) BHHEH wsFAslLTTaRTSEms urTHliugid CsL gD
yewrewflwid eredtm BLoLiGewas Bleweoullsy, SlpE@Gmmigly Cxmalledlsy ohH6T (9)HewedT BHTL EHLOTUIL

UTTSSH60 BeiTewld LWEHEGL 61arm  bLlbens @) heSlarngl. w&fs Brissemns Sl 1590
BrHMTewTLy 60 (HbCH CHeusrd wrLilesri Blahpsd) subgisTarsi. @)rml Fser sailr GlLasTsarTsd i HGL
IWTSHGH HSTUTHSH THISHEHLD BlgssliLl (h) subser. LINsTessled Cseusrd ulliygF FUL b aubhs
Ulm@ b Careailsh swasmbisfwid sTedtm Blewsvullsy @)daemsVILITEITg] 6T(LY6UL] UG W|LD HL _[bd HTHSLDLOTEIT,
GMIBIGLG bmeT, oLl H&lw CHeumsmd QUAGWITTHeTTEYID FBISTS SHIDLIT, BHTTTUINTE BLOLIT a5l
Bl (eussTTigenTepid seyd Bedlhs Bleweoullsy (L SSULL B eubsHHl. Ledtewilwid Hl_(HLd eTedTm
pLlsenasuilsd GCeu@ v aumwgrer UTTewauwTeTTS6T WL HGC LUBICHEHDTT. @euauTDTsS WwHFS
BTL&D L BHauTESSSHE peTll(hbs Blemevsnws jeuayfleT waheHer s 6\5Mhg ClETeaTL_ STH
B QD hHeurdhasd Gualleti @&mnlihElsTmevri.
BTL & 6L (H)(HeuTHSBLD

we0lbs @)bwrenu L CL_(Hds Clumenio Gumdflwi @)rmwreieoib, BT iquid HemeVEhT B6vflsT
rserd YSCwrenyd Frpn. Cuurdflwi @ rrwreigm “bafer BrLsdhdler LIsTHST —6T6dTMI
IYSHSLILBSIDTT. @eui HEhensF SLIPLI LIVBMVEHHPSSHSV BTL&h glswm Lswilulledmhg @ule]
CQupmeuir. eflaT FHOTD HeuiHsT HHSGHMIBIGLYDWSF CFTHS 2mFTHd: CleTTL Ui, 2 6U%
ST BISIWEY SHMeU. TMGHTLY TMewT au(hL_Lors Cuyrdflwi @)rrwrengid GlheVensV Teul L Ggle0
LIV T F FhFldg!, H(HdbEGHnIBIGlY 85w L &He0(hhg pewevdaeaulgemw e HULNTSwrs base eT(hSaIH
F(HOUS HHOUSTSH UTHEMGSHIL CUDMISTOTTT. PWV HbhgH 2 Sallweui FH(H HTTTWENT QUIBISTT
Qpeuri. Qupliul L @ewedFsaugeww S FHSITTE mwhisTi  ereualls wrHmGwr  Ulewip
F(HSH5B15CarT FoTH WBCWIIPSHHILI LIgeuwTsSS S BhgleTerti. Ulsry ypeuri FHmpstl 2or.Geu.
D SSTEH LILFFL CHTL QWBISTHT FeuTLllEer, &mini@ly 2or. Geu. F(HBTITWLENT QUWIBIGSTT, $(HLOS].
wfesfleurats Quapserri QSCuwri ewy FHwmeSsBIBEHL 6T suigeud Glum 2 geallujsreresri. GLosib
BlSPSSHIH0 Ligyluswsy HehewdF wrLeufl BL(Reusrmi CamybLBrse)IL 6T 2 (HeulTd @ Liewtuiley
Quflg o gellweur srHHSlrTwd 1. CeugysFTil) euri. @ewF augeaud CaTHEHSE HehewsF 6fenest
allggieurest @)rriogTev, WILINHSWFHS TTHBIGETID WIS . weudbSlwedlmsd, o flwerd
ugwpTUeT YICWrmd, &. WHSsFer, @rrowrenilssd, elnw@ri PSHCwTHD 2 gai
yhbglsrereri. gemevdgeuly Qumiil L 1999 ouib oper® . CamribupbraeT Her Hagwiisenerds
Qasrent(h) L HHaurss rmaGsnmid GlFuigsrarTi. @& wrL) FHWTET augauDTS HDLHS (HHSLHI.
YT “R)ewa, @uIs) aULIBTTSH6T WausSlwedBIsSmud flweard LSwBTLHETUD 6% TesT(H
Gurrdflwi (Frrwrenid) BLsslw @enFwenioliy SuieyseEhld 2 .Cau. SHBTTTWEST $oulIbigTileT
BTL&HSHBHT 2 L ClUTHeTTesT enouewTausd SHhgHiau alleTdbsnisEHD, MHFH BHTLHH HEW6VEHTHEHD: S

BTBIGET BLGHW i yeotiuml Bl Ul Le»DSEHD  MbgH YT(HHEHSE (PTTCr enadls
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BTL&SSH6&HeTD LrrbuflwgSle 1 8 eTeTenID (LpYHLOWITEST FTUISHEVS HbSGIGTETEST > 6T6dT B 6vTlGmT
TSETLD jeuimsst GPILLNGEsrmri. sHEUTH @)bBTL & @)suissr @) meufler Gwdsssdlsv 40 BrL_osd
HWMVEHTHMETE  GlHTenr(h) LITewrll LPeHLD LTMTLE, 6UFT [HewL WD IMTwe) FApliurs
pewL_GLMISIMS.
HWMBHF Fi(HIHHLD

garsAwerm ailrsd Cumelsrasr® moUl waslwls Cumwrener el & GlFevspb LiTewTiT
GHVSMBF FTiTThd LOTHBIHET 6T6edTN LiGHeT @Q)ImlFoHerTsV suflmlessiiu@GEmrer. @)rml FHesr et
Sl ufeww UTHuGeT cpevld CUTEHEE ClaTeTer all(HLyFSDTET. LTHUSBT HT6T GlLHLOTENET
auflul® el (B eubs QT FsemisE @)ruTSCner eTar euTdhEHefEHIDTET. @)HewedT BHLOLITSH
QT sseis@l  uVGaum  UTeUBIGETW LD  HHOTTL  6u@hld  CHTFBISEWETU|D  HT6dT
CUDMISGCSTETOUS TS FHBWILD ClFWIS DTET. spHeUPWTS B)TTL FH6IT (3)HWET TD%H, LITHUSHET HHFSL]
uewt umig B Opdlwts Qumwrener suflul (B eumaslipmer. eumid sudluiled GlumwTGer spm Lilrmiossr
pU&sEpeusTTs eubgl, QT Fsefllmbg sUiss Cam suflullv GFsvspiTm o GevTFenest
QFTOADTIT. Y TTEV FT6T CFUIS FoHPHWHMSBSH STULTHD CoueidT(HGIDEITN] LOSITLD LOTMTLOG) LITH6MS 6T
QFTVHEDTET. BeW6erTd Heawr(h) OloFdl “o citenerrd HTL WTHBHTEHSV bhg LITDLOTTL Faevtler
Garugmruid sewflujd” stesr BHLOLIGEeur surtd G&sTHEHS M. LBTHILD ubFHeu»6esTd HEWT(H @)ITLFH6dT
S|6UUTHSBI6T LIWIGSTTED LOGTLOLOTN]] ST HeUew6rTds GlETeV6D LML L 63T 6T6vT6YLD, HLOLNGHWILI LIGHSTEROTT6V
urigw  usvewerr LB HrCeusnr(holwereyld  WATHTHFMTET. UTHUSHHT SN LLMILIL
Qs fallsdlearmrer. @urlager "srer spip Ulrmwentestrals Lmbg, sSeuprer whdlrd 6GleFmresrer
UTeUSHBeTTeL (3)6ley @ OlHTTL Blewevsw il 6T(HSFHI5 FnMISDTET. LTHUSHT LIeTL] ewaHFle Lisvresstlsy
poLilewwits umigw LT _edlest LeVasflsy BTeiTSlL (1 LBISleweT @I Tl FHe15%E 6flHgH GCurl Fib CupF
AEITE T
“masFlesip”’ — GlLwid HTTewTLD

W& BTL &GSV LTeuniHeT, CHTFmSsT, FHHlwsbdler woHHwsgieud GCumetm wpdhdlwd
FnmIEeT @)L DELUNHBHHSTYID, @)S6STerwsddler FHAmiiy Srerd ury GCum GUMIGTGLD.
wadasliuenr umg Gurl b GubhmserTed @liuewr Apliy eumiibssTSDS. urTerts Ul L fler
allwrsSwrarsSain @ser Apliyser @)L bCumslsTner. eTen GaueflsClsTanTHidD LT @)g.
BVVOIST(H 9 FlTeUewVem IS HTeusLVGIGHeT BHDLILILIBHEIDG. @liLenT sHHTL ewuTel @ ITHsS MG,
FLTeTg]. (§)Fl6v ewL_gmib (6w), Fgrevhgl Maguid (A2), srgrremt srhsrrw (51), #éHs weHHwwd (101),
uepswid (U), #55 wspeausd (1), &rsed Blagrsd (B12) Curerp FHrmisst @)L DOLMIFSSTMET.
LIGTED LW HTeVSHHV 3)g) 'Olserdlaid’ 616 SjewpdaLiLIL R6Targ]. (hd WTLPSHSH M6ST [bTedTdSl6T 22 mdluilsd
Qsenflad @)L DOumSINgl.  EpTOTFLUBST  cpsTHTD  HHepewpulleb,  FHSTTET  6FLPMLD
Flmpswmullep)b, BLowripeuriflest $lmeuriGwTHlulley WbSTID LGSV @)iLiesnT @)L b ClLmIF Mg
BTLsL Lyd 9jemioriy

@bprLswrerg 2014 -0 sTevdFseu® uFliusd & YUBIGL YMEHSHLLewerulledT cLpsVLD

wppugliures Qasllapgisrars. Q506 SGSEDuGY wf wf Gurgerrer Frwrig efwf
FeurLilaer & Lsfid LITwanids L &edlsesT eUTETLOTLOENEY TTLOTEIS YUl FreuTLilaser o dlujenraer

QuLpmIE o eremesti. @) bHITEOIST HTOTTOTT S| HT THEITLD HeuTH6T “FLOTLILISNTLD” 6T6TM HeWVLILN6D &6dT
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2 swrewwud, @bmreder ugliurdflwi Cuurdflwi. Cx. @ rmwreigmid Sjeuiser “&masCsTais)
Fl(HeUTmBIGLI LIg|6usD” 6T M HeweVLILII6D 63T 2 _swIem b eulpmigluerermi. LieT $l(hdEHmImIG Ly wsfls

BTL&HSMEH OSHTLThg LisTeallenswriiLsermads ‘Caurailsy ewasmsiwl urLeser, “Gruerd

LT3

url_Q&ser, ‘@Gl url @), “earehFsd LT (hdaser Qdlwensy @)L bElLmFlermer. Gog)b BHTL_gLi
UL BIG6T, @ewevdaally UL kiser Fev @)L b6lumidlermer. uTseugssit GL@wrenerts Gurmmiib
UTL V&6efls)  @)TTomwientid, eUGTILl  L|TTERTBISGET 6T  6DEUNTOUS — HWHEHET Y FHLD
@)L 6luniFlearmer. @UlrSwreng Fbgl, H60551emM, GlousTUT HOIILIT 6THTH @)VHHEDT HjeHLOS
CasrenRTL CFiwl SaTTs: ewLobgleTerg). CFWEhdsEHS HCY @)L bELMID uFaThIS6T HeuDHBInNG,
2 _swr Gumev starflw BewL_uilsy alleufldssleTmenr.
wsFE BTLssBl0 (L BH(HoursssSnE wery) Bedbs Bleweoullsd ‘@Gadlrsrtl CumsTm

sSTUTSSITD GewLulled FleTy eusFembisewarts Un SSTUTSSTHIGERSE THSSHIG 6B (Hdb @D
uenflewwd QFS(HbSMgl. @B BlewaTayLBHSHSHL 6TedTH YTBIS WIL e&HWTeTlILBHE DI
CuurAflwi @) rrioren gL euiser ()gHemerr,
ClFsualluisy w6V aUIGEULD 6TETd dnDds 55T T 6T MBI 6IT
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