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ABSTRACT

Living a worthy life on earth is a lifestyle inherently aligned with nature. The Tamils of the
Sangam era wove their lives closely with the landscapes surrounding them and the prevailing
seasonal changes. This way of life is explained in Tolkappiyam through the concept of "Thinai."
Based on the noble vision that "one who lives worthily on earth will be placed among the gods
dwelling in heaven," the Sangam people adopted a lifestyle that did not deviate from virtue
(Aram), caused no harm to others, and revered nature.

They categorized the land into five types—Kurinji, Mullai, Marutham, Neithal, and Palai—
based on the regions where food was produced, adhering to the specific occupations, food
habits, deities, and codes of conduct (Ozhukkam) unique to each terrain. This research paper
meticulously analyzes the four-land division shown in Sangam literature, the nature of the
Palai (wasteland) formed by seasonal changes, and the socio-economic and cultural values of
the people who inhabited these regions. The research data is derived from Sangam literary
works such as Ettuthogai and Pathuppattu, as well as the grammatical treatise Tolkappiyam,
and is explained through comparisons with modern archaeological and anthropological
studies.

KEYWORDS: Four-lands (Nanilam), Five Landscapes (Ainthinai)) Sangam Literature,
Tolkappiyam, Socio-Economics, Barter System, Values of Life, Land Classification, Ancient Tamil
Culture.
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FmI&5 GevdEwmisafled mbdHlenewt Blsvmiserfsr Fepsl CUTHATTSTT
suripallwisv: i aflfleurer 9y uie)
‘Swjwd &. sallsr, 2 salliCGurrdflwi s0psgiemm
Garesrm Hewev WHMID HPlailwsd Hsvspri], Gxevid — 05
1. 9puIa)F F(HAHSHD

MU WIS GI6T UTLPEUTBIG QUTLPH6V 6TedTLIGH @uMensCwir(h B)ewiwibs e suTpalluis) LpeDdmiIT@LD.
FBIG STV SHLOLPTH6T HmISHTST QUTLDHWMBMIWG FHhIGemeTdF FDmlujsitar BleoriLgiGur®Ld, 9miE
Bleveyldb LheublemevsBerr®id  Ulsirefls  Lewewtdg 9ewwsHgHsb OGlEHTedTLari. @)bsemnsi
aurpallwsd wewmevwd OCsrevsriitilwin 'Slenewnt sterm Cariumriiger cped eilerd@GHmg).
"DaUWSSIST UTDeUTEIG uTDhHSTS 0L HGL eurepImr b CgiaibgisT saiggit GuirbmiiuGib”
sTeTm o _cies GBTHeT OjqliLemLulled, Fhis whsar SO HHS LIHILLTS, LIDHSES
SISTULD HITH, @upswsemws CuUrHmid suTpsens WPewpmeww CHGlsTavTLsri.! o ewrey
2 MHusHF Y &leTn Blevgsler ojliteniuilsd Gmlepd, Lpsvemsv, W(HSLD, CIBUIHED, LITENEV 6THTMI
pouws plenisarral fsg, Ybsbs BloszhGiu CsTifle, 2 amra), Clgiabd WwHID
PUSHBISHMeNS HewL_Lligsseart.! @)hs yiies SL_Hewr, FBis @)eVdhElwkissT TR HTesflevl
UGLISOLIU|ID, LIGa OTHDSSTE 2 HAITST LUTH&) BHlOUSSI6T ST IL|(D, JbBbS [Blevkiders)
UTPHS dhHemler Feps, QurmertsTy wHmid sevorTdsry allwlwnbisener Wa allfleurseayld
BISDISHLOTHOLD YTTISMGI. YIeys STeyssT Fhis @VdbH W BTOHTTT 6T (HSH01STeMS,
usSILILTL_(h LHMILD B)eVEsenT HITEVTET GlHTevHTLILNWID sl weuDHBled BB GupLiul’ (), BeTer
g Tevedlwied LHMILD LTestl_alluieh oy ieyseEnLeT spUiLill B aflerdasLiLbh&leTmenr.

2. Wiy g CFTmaseir

BTevleVID, bBlement, Fhis @)evsElwid, G\TevsTULNWD, Fepslt CUTHOTTSTILD, LISHTL LOTHM)
wpswm, surpailuiev ailwpLilwsbissr, Bleoliu@liy, upbsLolpi LisssTLT (.

3. persmIem T

wesflay @ewrid Careryiw HTeVHESTL (B spHeusw T Heui CGTL L GlETeTar LITVTS @) (HbBSI
Qo] eTedTMT6V, p(HeusHT LMHEIMT(HeUT HewL WTeTLD HTewT sygleumuwil(HriLig CLIWIFT@LD. Lodhdb6IT
BHBIGEWOT YL WTaTLILBRSSHIUST GUTHL (DS HhIGEHSSTHT HevllbglauoTer 6lLIWTHemerd

GLCLWTHTTS weudhgids CsTETERHD uPdHEHD @) HHsms BT HBISCmrd.! @umhsensullst
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FnMISHET, auenTBIG @ewmuilest Fpprwiser, o ewridfsafler GeuaflliLT(hser star jLpsaluisd
Blewmbhs OGuwTHemers: CaTeanT(h) Wweflser SHeTener ewLWTerTliL(BhSSHID aPSHHLD @)edTm)iD
B)Hs1 umSDG.! Fhs @evsslwid sterug Qeumid sallewsd O TELL WL RV, g
Qe mullyio YaTHSEHEG PHULL R Fpssgler aurpallwems iy Gu drglusis s
&HT6V % GHITERTTLY. & LD.>

LPHSIOIPT QT BleVD FTihg HYPIOHDSSHI. ST 2 TITYID 2 QST J6UIEHL U
CTERTENTBISHEN6TS & TLOTESSHAIMGI; 6TEHTERIBIHET UMW CFWVHW6TS & TLoT6sfd5H 6sTm6dT;
CFwevssTETET WeslGemear @suaydn@ Mpsd CFiislsarmer.! starCeu, weaflgemear 2 anE
IPpHD  CFiiLemas eust 2 et o awralled @HHCH Y TIOUD YeUBHTE, 2 w6y
QlleWEaTISIn 1g W BHlVSHI AT g LILIHL WTEHS O1HTERTH QY TLDLI HT6V LO6dTE (B)6UTLD MBIk EHemL Ul
surpailweney surys GsrLmdwg.! @ger ogliuenLuile LGHsLul L Gs presflevls LGy
VG FlewewTll LGLLY eTaTlILBHFE DS FBIS STVSSlD HUlPTHsT s (peTGearmw
BT&Msbendds ClBTaTIY (HhHeTi. euisafler Feps, seTdary, seflpui ailwblwmiser 2 wiflw
Blewsouiled @)BHSET STETLIDS HYSBTETMI, YDBTETNI GUTSTD Breddssir oulfl Spluiipy .S
4. Blevriu@Liyib SHlewewt oyLyLD

YwewLwTs WHlled HewL gs Sl Brevrer GeTevsTiNwid Blevkisemear BHresfleVdrsds
GSHINOFDGI. YbSbS BleVSS DG 10ES6T H1085 G5 HewL_5% LT [HL KT DS 3 bSbSHF
GLBlemevd & eThU suTiphglsteneri.! @sewens Gsrevsriiun tsteumuwrm eflerds@Sng:
‘BOueT ghglewent pHeuswr CpTiflwis LBFlwr wenwbd LTsIu LETEL” (BT, GlUT ST,
9 %d. 2)

MeUemd  BleVmIKH6TleL LTeweVdhE WL (B CerevsTiilwi Bl &L allVemsy  6TeTMTEYILD,
psvswevujd GHBlepFujid et pewmewoullh FlifluilesT & LTemsL BleviTsd GlETsrariiLBhEsTng).
QO mbg urewe eteirLg @i o BurBu PG Feilr, 9yF Sl PR  sTETLZ
Cgeafleurslng. wawrHEaTEhd) “Bresilev euGlrm®” sTevr BTeiTE@, BlevliLGHeww LB F_HFmgy.
YapOUHD LeVeuTTeT eTewaulmT(hld BTeTE BlelLrliLsenertl LIeTalhorm| e»L wWTerh
ST QST

‘brm QasreT@nT sTLT QsTar@nr eusvr Q&TarCnr Wenswr Qarer@mr” (ymip: 187: 1-2) 1
@) peor suruilevors BT (suwiev), ST, SHL 6V, W6V 6TTHIM BTedr@ BlevliLrliLsGer HLblipasddlesr

(PSETEHLOWITET BlOLILIGBIS6T 6TeiTLIGI 2 miSwTsIng,.”
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4.1. wbHlewenT BlevILEGLILD SjeuDHMIET LISHTLSEBHLD = L L 6165 6581

Blevd  [Blev ewioriL] QTR LD&> 3 61T WPBH6TWIDG C\BHTLHlV

@M ehdF |ewevwid ewev FTiiThs|SFGwimesr Gmeur, Goul swLwr(hHev, Gapetr
Qqpid (ICEEY) SmevTeurt Coalgze

YPODD |FTOD  STH  FTihS|rGWTesT oy, oy flenr  Guiissed, LT
Qqpid (Bpromsv) Qe Awi  ClpTifled

WHSD  (QIWRID QW) FTii b Gebsesr 2_1peur, 2 1985 Clgmiflsd
Q- (@)pglre) 2 phglui  (Gousrreirenio)

QUBUIBV|EL_VID  HL 6V  FTiT [h|6 (6vvT6IT LT Seur, L6erLilig SBH6V, 2 (i1
Qqpid Biswerwit B Wmiflgse0

LITED6V [LOGRTEYILD LDEWT6Y FITiT[Hhb|0ldTHmemeu stullesrii, wmeur suLfliium], Ceul ewL_wiTHgHev
OO

4

5. uremev Blev 2 (HeurdEswpid HMbHB Blevds CariLimT@Id

FBIES  Qevsslwmiseflsy  UTewsL  FBleUb  eTedTLIG  @R(hH  SUllGGHIQDTET  BleOLILTLTSS
SHSLILL VMV, HFH HTOWTHMSHSTEID, LWL B)THOWITID 2 (HeuTeT @(F SNHHTS
Bleweowir@.! pevswevuyb GHWlehFujid HHlreussilesr GleulbemOWITEY H6dT LigemLo LTM), eueTLlpHI
Garermid  BlewevCw uLTemeL  sTaTLILGEDGL? FAevliuglasrrd @)sewer BILLLTSEL  USley
ClF g 6iTeTg):

‘e Gplerdlujin peppeviouilsir lifbg1 Hevellwed Lphg BHBIGSIW BOISSIT LT
QuesTuGH T Ligeums G&meirenid” (Fevibyy 11: 64-66)

@eribyrenti Hewrg 2 ewyuilsy, LTV sTeTLSDE Blevd @)eTCmenid, Geustfiparevd LD
QU(HEUBTED HSHBTVDHSHIS Hefl(Hid Fewesrujid eur(HBHedlesTn) BlHLg 'LTewsy' 6TedTGMT (K LD 2 65T,
Sjper Apliy Cprésl @pplwssne Gueuwi apsg easarm GBOUlGsprT. . suisrTse
Ssuisaflst &mbgILiLg, e Blewpd Gulerd Bleowpid BillsTm] euerd @siTH] amesTiq (h G0
Gurrg CaussliHETLPLD ubHG CFTHSTED B|GI LITEHEV 6T6TM BleVTSH LTMIS M.
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WGIHTEHETEHF] LITemeD Blevssler seitemwenwt allard@d Curg, "wpaIGausfiDarey QeuliLigsmsv
epmisledley B pLIL 2 aiT T wrsisefler aerd Glsl (B maiser BilsTy supeadt@h LewsvulleL
auflaser Carearmdmgl” (wgewrssrepd - 301-314) ereormy @GVONBE D" §)FHOBHS &DEeHd
Poiines Gauafiparasdi uree feowrs wrflums oplu wudps). Gbsmsu auper
euflser 'Frid' sTewr jewLpdaHLi L evr.”

6. @MehF Blev waEsafleT Fepas eurpaluisv

@Dlepd Blevid ererLg @unhensuiledt iquilsh HeWHS VWD LWV FTihH @)L (LPLOTGLD.
@miE eurpld WEEHHT @uIPewsHmwG ClgieuwTsls CurTHMlwgiL 6T, wensvuiledT psiblaum(m
2 ull(HLeID HhISW6T )T gId 6o TessrL_svri.

6.1. g ullpLiysEHDd Feps e LOLILYLD

GDlehdF Blov EHBET LOWVHMETSH SHhIGH6T 6uUTLHIL 0THS OClaTeT® euTLhSeTT. (3)ouiserflsr
GruilmlyssT 'FAmi@y’ eVevgl 'UTEHSD' eTaTlILIL L 60T, We»eOLBSL T @)senet "FebLenL bk
LTEsD" (ewewu®. 162) eremmin, GnbEsT®e "Gparirurssin” (o, 319) et
s Qlstmar.! @auiselsr of@ssr QLEHLLTID Lo GaILILL L @IhaUSaTTS §)HhST.
Apmrisewers  &pPlepid  allvBigasellmbg  SDHETHHIE — GeTerer  (peTGeusdlgssir
)D& HLILIL I (hhgeT.?

6.2. QuUIT(HaTTHTTS ClHTILHVHEHLD 2_6WT6Y (LPEHM UYLD

Bsuiseafer aeirening CgTLHev Coul swL wrHBHs0 wHmid CHesr CFsfHH60 o @Lb.4 ewsvsaflsy
anils Bser sTHUILAD Gaissr adoMTsaTs G HhsaTT. Gaul e wr@asn@ alléd whmib
Sybysmarts LwsTURSHeri.” Geaisalar o awal LEsD KOS aeTsmss FTiHES
I DIHSSI
o Slewewr wHMID WM GBsV: 'MeueTid' sTRTLILIRL ewe CBeVEMEVUD  FlewewwTem uiu|Ld
LA () o _ssrL_eori.2
o Gpar wpmnd Hymg: srhsefls Crafgs Copmerun, Bl IYspbs TOSS

Slpmigseneryid (eusraflsHlpnig CUTeTnemeu) LNTSTeT 2 _aTeuTdds 0l TessrL_6vri.2
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o oargit 2 ewrey: GeulewLwmigw ellvbiGaseflesr @ewpiflenws o euTeurTsHds ©l&TeRTL 6OTI .
WP HBWUSGL Ll Cumrgl Q1" Bs&SIL_Tullet &mSCWT® H6vbhS HTw GleusTearilAenuirl
uewL_ggevri.2!

6.3. sevrTdFry afl@gLd wikigseir

@Mlehd Blevgglev 'Berey' LeWTID H6VEVGHI HTHV ewTd g 2 wieurTsls CGualiLl L g). hereflrey
Cprsgsld pell YPmGh G swoaust smevallowd FhHlss GBS GSDEHAS
Henenmruflesr ppéelw ST Ein. 'S Geursaisr anflur’ G Qs wesst (G5Guimsr) oy @.!!
P HBewesT Couersriy F)euiasr 'GeuplmL 60’ 6T6TD FL_BIsHS BlaLpddlesri.2

7. ypsvsmsv Blsv o Hafer suTpallwispid 9 BlewT ClaFsvsupLd

STHL STH FTTHS @)L (PLD (LpsLemeV BleVLDTGHLD. @)HBI6VLD LodhBHefl6dT euTLpEHHS:HSH Sobewer i Test

O HSBTH G| QUATHIGEMOTULD SHBEI. @)bBlevSSl6r GlHiieutd r@wimet (HHLOTEL) Sy @ Lb.2

7.1, Wi FepsHupid HTVBHHL UATTLIL|LD

(pevemev Hlev 1dsaller ANbS QFwaTad &HESUILGMS! Lstdsm L L ks 2,@h.! Lsdsmart
Guenflll UTEIGTILG @eurselar YPSETDLS SLLWLTE G HHSS. Geuisst ey,
'‘QewAwi’ whHmid 'Casmeusvi’ st YewpEsLiLlLeri.! GETesTULNWD QY uiTHemaru|d
GouLl_(Reuisemeriyid psLsmwsy BleLdBlesr HlpauiserTad @&mILLNBSng).!

560150606 TemHL LUTL V&6T Gauisewer "Casrigearsg wi" sterm alleufsdlarmer.! @mi@
Car®)' stesrug) sT e oullsir Cs Tl smend GBlSADS). QSO BbSI Ligé%EHL 6T 6T(HeDLD LODHILD
Y BsweTY D GauTset eueTiSsms yplw pydmg. Geuiseflst @uquildliyssr GluGHLTEID
HTO D P 1qW LIGSH56f60 eoLobSBHSeT.

7.2, 2 _swrey wHmIb CHTIPlsv HIL LIBIF6IT

Quirsefledr GUTHOTTSTID LT WHMID LT FTihs CUTHL SewerGur g liLenL_WTSH
& Tty (hbHGI. B)euTsaflsd 2 _ewrey (pewMEHET LNeiTouHLOTM):
o FralwEsT: aIrE WHnIb FTemw GarsalsT e o ewreaTEb.2
e umev QumrpLEer: LTy, guili, OB wHmID Curi YHweauhenn o ewralley CFidgids
OaraprLeri. eTepAw LT  CuUTmHLsewer LIp  FBlobisEpdh@d OaTeni®h ClFarm
LT rHm Qs iigei. 18
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o B opsTID: 'STTLTN STOTILED STULTHn Keprt L a2
GnIBOsTemas urLsd (167) o @lamid wewesrall FHeT SHewreusnsEaTs GbHS FH LTI (HL6dT
Guris@GbL) Fewwsh@Gh T FAepw ailerds@GHngl. sullflet LBD OBL G L T THTUSNHTHS
BT WL h(LPOYeUNBHDH dn L LI CUTHLLIHSSTLOED HeuT Fewds allsld 9 dhbTevLs ClLIesTa6iflesT
FEMLOWIE) HENVEDWS HTL_(HFMI.25

7.3. yeVewevs SHlewewTuller )% 6 (1PFHEHLD

semevauet Glurmer G Cuwr g CuTHGEEasT GFaTHHabGd GCuTg, Smevall aieaTg)
UHDEESTH CUTDIPLY LT STESBLLS (FBH5D) GbplvsIlaT pohalu ElGILITHeT
Y&V HTTETVSS T auHMSHW D, LPsLEMsV L6V LVTFF WD HeWeVEUEHTIET 6l (HEMHH S,
O|EML_WITOTLOTHS & (HBHLILIL L 6.

8. wma PHlev CeuarTerTswio HTaHMNa1D

QUIGYID W) FTihd @)L (PLOTET L(HS BHleVD, FBIS HTVSDT GCUTHATTSTT EHLOUILTSHS
Pspp551- Gbplesglsr Cpiieud Goupser (GbATe) 9.
8.1. 2_yeui Fapsupid Fepass LNileyasEmHid

(B Blev WoHHT 2 Lpeyd ClgTiflensvd ApliuTsd ClFiglsTereTi. @euisst ‘2 peui', 'Gsrepeur’,
'‘sewLAwi'  erers wev  GQuwiselled  ewssLLL L ari.!  Blsemsll LD 2 (1pg)
UL STV aileweardsed ClLIHELD sTeTLMS Goui e YW bSBhSETT. LDBTTNI 3)HewevrLi
Ulstteupomrmy elleul&EHEmg):

“wré Qesual wrafsr aurufaib LLEAWES SieTEn LGV WS Cras afm efnry apeusi” (Lpid,
289: 1-3)

8.2, Geuarmewsr OpmiflsvBIL LIS EHLD L1uf)igEHLd

W(HS BlVD YmussT HMID eFfEemerd FTihgdl Bieuerd WaHEsTE @)HbosH." @)euirsefls
&S wl nuiliser Lesreuommy:
o Qb uwaEHeT: OFHOBL LHMID CeuamGlenTsd HflF euMBHMOT (PHETEOLOWITHL
vullfll et 25 Qbev aflemerdgasy HTL g 6T ClFLOUGM B & TLOTETIHSH .
o E@Y wHYID LEser: s@oy LuldL U6 oEembe e SwTAEsiurLg).

Gugyib eV, surenyp, r CUTeTD Seflsameruyd allenereaidgeri. '
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2 _peuigdsst Ceuswsvls Lieh O1GTWTey &) (HLILSHSTSH 6TTLOBISEVLI LITL 6VSH6IT, (LPHeWeULT LITL 6056
QFweupemmi Lrigeri.?® Quentasst BTHMI BHBD, Hewar T(HSHD LHMILD AlleD6TBlVBIEHM TS
HTaUe) HTHH0 CUTTD CGTIflvHeT6V FFERLILL 6vTi.28

8.3. @yullmLiy Brefsuib

L(HS BleVS @ Lgull(HLiLjser 'eari’ sTerliLil L esr. Sjeummiler Ojememeuls GlLTmSgF 'FAHmri' eLevg)
'‘Cueni' eter euppmisLLL L er.! @hBlevssle @by ellpr Gurerm wrEUmMD ellpTdser
aflofenFwrsds CarewTL T Ll L ar.28 seeveusit LTSemswifl b CFaTn uHISTH FHewsvail
Qamarenid 'sart_' (A1 NewTd ) wESS Devanrullssr ol SSLGUTEHST 2y @b, 2

9. QBUISB6D Blev dEsefler &L VFTIT surpalluis)

SLID SLV &FTihs @Lepd OBuHL Beowr@. @)g "Gu@pwented 2 sD"  eTedr
SwPHELILIL L g)." @)HBlevdBlest Cgiieutd euHewTeT ) @ELD.4
9.1. urgeaui Fepxsupibd 16T Ig5SHYI1D

QBUISED Bl EHET LTHUT 6TaT HWWPHSLILIL L. @euiseflsst surpailh@ < HsTrGLo
HLOTGD. pHPlewent @aiismer "Cu@BisLH ursait” (pn, 320) eeim GPIIIGS D"
®)suirseflsir giewfldaensvls LilsiToumid 9jiq &6 ailerd @ slsiTmeur:

“OBEBISL HWess QaTOBAOD LrsauT Qasriglesr Qarstens” (5pn, 175: 1-2) 1

Qufw gemevssafler bHGsu 'Flfled' sTearliLI(HD LIL GB6flsv GlFesrmy L6 Lilig SHesri. FMT LssTHeD 6T
Goul_ewLwirigesti. euemev affuid, 2 _afl sTHBGID WettHemerts LiligGgpevri. '8

9.2. 2 11y aflewaraildsHsv wHMILD auswilasLd

sL6V bewrd Am urgglaseiev Cssdl o iy aflwearaigseri. 2 Lillewer allHusnest GlFiiLIouTHsT
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