Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies

Volume 10, Issue 04, pp: 33-44 elSSN: 3049-0723 pISSN:3107- 7781
QPeer—Reviewed | Open Access | @ Crossref DOI & Global Indexing | [ull Google Scholar Impact Factor

Emperor Mahabali in Hindu Mythology — Immortality and its

Philosophical Interpretation
Dr.D.Mahalingam®?*, Dr.V.C.Srinivasan®?,

'Head, Department of library & information science, Nandha Arts and Science College. (Autonomous)
Erode-52

2Administrative Officer, Nandha Arts and Science College (Autonomous), Erode.

Email: srive2345@gmail.com

*Corresponding Author: nasc.library@gmail.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.63300/tm10sp042026.03

Date of Submission: 07-03-2026 Date of Acceptance: 01-04-2026

ABSTRACT: Emperor Mahabali occupies a unique position in Hindu mythology. Despite being born into the
Asura lineage, he stands as an embodiment of justice, charity, and devotion. By granting three paces of land to
Lord Vishnu (who appeared as the Vamana avatar) and offering his own head for the third step, Mahabali attained
the status of a Chiranjeevi (immortal) through divine grace. Unlike Ashwatthama’s immortality, which was a
curse, Mahabali’s immortality was a reward for his supreme devotion and surrender.

This research paper explores Mahabali's immortality not just as a mythological event, but by delving into its deep
philosophical foundations. The article explains how this immortality is intertwined with concepts of devotion,
charity, the removal of ego (ahankara), and righteousness (dharma). The story of Mahabali highlights a
fundamental truth of Indian philosophy: "It is not where we begin, but what we renounce that truly matters."

It is believed that during the festivals of Onam and Bali Pratipada, Mahabali returns to visit his subjects every
year. Through this annual visitation, his immortality is shown to be more than just the persistence of the physical
body; rather, it serves as a symbol of righteousness that remains eternal in the hearts of the people. Ultimately,
Mahabali's immortality serves as a philosophical symbol of the high state of redemption achieved by surrendering

one's ego to the Divine.

KEYWORDS: Mahabali, Immortality (Sakavaram), Chiranjeevi, Vamana Avatar, Trivikrama, Devotion
(Bhakti), Onam, Ego (Ahankara).

@ @ Copyright © 2024 by the author(s). Published by Department of Library, Nallamuthu Gounder
Mahalingam College, Pollachi. This is an open access article under the Creative Commons

Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
Publisher’s Note: The views, opinions, and information presented in all publications are the sole
responsibility of the respective authors and contributors, and do not necessarily reflect the views of
Department of Library, Nallamuthu Gounder Mahalingam College, Pollachi and/or its editors. Department of
Library, Nallamuthu Gounder Mahalingam College, Pollachi and/or its editors hereby disclaim any liability for
any harm or damage to individuals or property arising from the implementation of ideas, methods,
instructions, or products mentioned in the content.

www.tamilmanam.in Page 33


mailto:srivc2345@gmail.com
mailto:nasc.library@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.63300/tm10sp042026.02
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3733-9046
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9926-7982

Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies

Volume 10, Issue 04, pp: 33-44 elSSN: 3049-0723 pISSN:3107- 7781
QPeer—Reviewed | Open Access | @ Crossref DOI & Global Indexing | [ull Google Scholar Impact Factor

@)ba1 LT TentBIGaflsv HTLISD FoHETeuidhd)

— FTHTUTLD LUDMILD BT SHHIu ailaTdsssLD
lypwarari &.105TdRISID, HiPDS ST, HTVSD WHYID HHeisd SYPlailwsd g,
BhSHT H6w6V LHMIDL Malwied S (Heresrri &), FCrmr@d 52.
2upenaraui Qar. &. Laflurser, Biaurs st wHnib o saliGurrdfui,
SUDEHI®D, BHST Hee0 wHmIb SBlalluied soaril (serarm#), FCrr.
QUINF F(HEHBHLD
@)bgl Yrrentmisetled wsrLed FhaTeuissl sp(h sevflbgiaunrar @)L semals QumSInTi. T
GG Flev Limbgeurmullenid, jeui B, Fews, LdE 9 dlweummler 2 (Heusors allarsi@GH .
QUTLOST HUSTTLONS aubg H(BHOTOL LD PpsiTDIY. T HTaTD Jeflsgl, Hg CFTHss
BHEMEVEMU CLPSTDTLD g dHGHdh HTElHMBWTS eulphisiwl ST, @)ewmeaussiledr o) mermev
ArepFall (Gplwrts Cumeuripey) QuDHDTI. @eurd FraTaurd HeaudhSTweneTL LTSI
FTLLDTSH H6VEVTLO6V, LIGSBISSTET 6Cleu&GHOSIITS Db .
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(Thrikkakara Temple, 2021).

@bssF GFweTsL WHIPHS F(HLOTEY, WSTUSlDWL LUTSTOTSS M@ sliilerTi; eTesfleniib,
Sfeumb&GF Arepfall (oflwrd Clumaurpe)) surepd, RSTHEHTDID HOTS) &SI FibD)dd%
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WPSHVTUSTSH, sureTHmILl Lilsstesrewt] — Lilgsevrsiflesr Gust, aillGrmFeresflsir L&H6T, &I &6V
esTeuTedT, @)HhFHTEFTeIT, CLpeVGLD GlOUTMaIT 6TETLIET. (J)TedTL_TOUSTSH, LTTeRT HlHLpey —
QUTLOST USTTLD, CLPSTMIY LD6%T SHTeurid, HlfalsrwrTes 2 HoluBSH0, FHrs HrenflsHans,
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WwHTU, &HT GVSSlT LSPEILDHD eTaTenid FH(HLomedlsdT LSHSITT LiTae0Tsifler
Guresrmsuri  (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024). Jdrseorsflssr  waer  allGrraersnid @b
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Help Me, 2012).
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o ulliiflggeri (Times of India, 2024).

uev Gurisendh@ll Llerert, wasTLES cpayevsnsujh Geussimmri. CHeuiseaflsd HewsveuestTesr
@bglrer, serg useailsww @uhsTi. CHeuissr Hmwmedl b wewmulll L eri. &HlmHLomsv
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& upsgmo ARwHE Bl

5 é smsnsumn ng]m aﬂgm Q@mnaﬂm lD"UGi&GUUI'GLlUI]
2 ; sl@snnm usgHluiler Qaiguwdlunss e o qupid (Fleueir)
° aiid (@omof) ’ Ny Qummm] (Amma, 2013) : o Hédlu @rreaﬂ

° Qs L 2 ampeillsir Seitein: ungmen apLd),

- SHANHESTOID DESTNE F[5E15H 560

35 affape Oguibs) | 55 ofgn/dApiy: @emd, ushipSugm

uLib 4: et HAyehFallgsar — i nfL B\ LTieneu

Gugyisiter 9l Louement o1 FrepFallsemearuyd BrerE jgliLenL seaflsy sl (B
STLQFIMGI. WPSVTUSTH, FTHTeurd CuUDHM eiHd — wsTUd, HEITET, LTHITLON,
allifagewresr,  Slwui, ellwrsr, wrisdserGLwi  QFCwri  eurggledt  cpsvid
ArepFallsarrarTiser, evsussTwer wL HGW Frusglest cpsvd  FArepF ailwresrTer.
@) reTL_TeusTs, eurpailst HeTenio — &HTLE) LITSTeTSSl60 WalpFFujL et U & CFwSnri,
9VAUSSTLOET LLLOUND FHISTLISHIL 65T YWVSIMTI. CLPSTMTOUSTSH, LDEHBEHL_60T GHTL L —
waTued TGS TMID spevrmid, uTSlusT allprssafly  whswarsd  FhIlEHS DT,
9|VAUSSHTLOET 6TeU(HL NI CUIF (LPIg WITHEUT. BTETHTOUSTH, OLPTHHET — oS TLIEO&E, PETTLD,
uedllirSlugr sterlt CLHAIPTEHEHET 2 6TaTesT; HeVeUGSTIOMIGE, 6Ths allpTayld @)sVenev.
@ euGleurtif®, wasrusduilest FrsTeurddler Hesfldbgeuwmer (QeflewowiTer HedTewLIOEH I
QeuafllLiLPSSHISIDGI. UbSlesTar Geugwdwrs Hewwhs  wWETUUIST  FTHTeUTLD,
9,607 () % Tm) LD LD 5 (61h L_63T (3)ewewruyLd eUTILIeDLIWLD CuDMBHTEV, LmHm
ArepFallsafll_pHg Caumiul’ B BHSIDSI.

5. sraToTS ST HHHI aflaTddID

5.1 gysmsTy hdasid — wasrusduller a(Gufw Cleumn))

wasTUOUWileT HewHuilsd Wl PHSWIDTERT HHHIUD YBBIGTT BoHBD LD CLPEY VM W|LD
GoussTm &HTLIES, "6TEVVTID 6TETEIMLWIGI" 6THTD HBBISTTSHSIL 6T () (HHSTH. Y6TT6V
QUTLDSTIIGT CLPSTMTLD 4 Hd HeuTHl FArewasCui srewflesemswrs suphSwGUTSI, H63TdhEF
QFTHSLTETH — eTOTH  BlewTSSHISH0GTTIY(HhHS  HwLFAL  QUTHarTear  Herg)
ISBISTTES®SUD eur Gimbsri (Amma, 2013). obwreaisr @ mmiliulg, "bLEEGD |
@ rTHwid 2 6TeTgl — G BLOGI HBBIGTTLPLD HWBOO(IPLD &L, HewH BTLD @)ewmeussileir

www.tamilmanam.in Page 40



Tamilmanam International Research Journal of Tamil Studies

Volume 10, Issue 04, pp: 33-44 elSSN: 3049-0723 pISSN:3107- 7781
QPeer—Reviewed | Open Access | @ Crossref DOI & Global Indexing | [ull Google Scholar Impact Factor

UTSHSHB6V FLofliLilds CeusnT(Bb. jeueumm) CIFUIL (L hbT6V, sp6ubleUT(H HTEHLD (T REITTLOT S
wrmp" (Amma, 2013).
5.2 usgHlujib FemmHujLd
waTUed Herghl GHhallst sTFsFfEemsemwwd 0], aurs@Hds CaTHSSLIT STOTD aflHHTi.
@g1 eurg usslullet 2 FFsl L Blewevewwds HTL(HSDH. SHOTL Heurdh LSHHlenuili
UTrTLiig, 6U(HdHGF FTeTeuT eurh supmidlermi. @bslw Cuiiulwedled "LsHCw B1 LiHaeTesr
2 wihg eulfl” eTerenid CEmarewss @)miE 2 mislliu@sSsliu®Smg (Times of India, 2024).
5.3 siwwpid 2 esren Loujib
w&TUedWilsT Send, "2 _asrewCuw 2 wihsgl" 6TaTe(d & Tarensenwt susdlmIbgHISEIDGI. 6T
auTsHemE  BlewmCGauHm  wWppwirs  Bleweoullsy, wETU) Sergh HArewsCu sHrenflébenswms
QUYBIFTTT. @& 2 aTemieniwid GThLTrHNIISHETET 2 FFsl L Swrswrgd (The Hindu,
2021).
5.4 "2 swrepwwrer Qeumm) wrHewLwigH ?"
B)hsE g ullev 2_srewowiret Gleunm) wrwemLwg? "Qeunm] BlFFwwmrs waTLedujeoL Wi
JOesTesfley e Heurg uTHensds BlewmBeunmleTTi™ eT6dTm| LTTemThIGET dnmidlesTmerr (The
Hindu, 2021). $®orsd surwerrrsl auehaasdhamad GlFwiw Couswrigullhbdgl. Bp6sTTeV L& TLIES
Fe1g 2 ullengujb QUTHLLUBSSTION, HOUTH UTHMHSE STHHTH. 6TerGeu, [B)HHemspuller
D _GHTEWLOWITET [HTUISHET L& TLIEOIGu.

‘wasmuedluiler Hems: 5855161 66188 MmIS 6T’

Story of Mahabali: Philosophical Interpretations

, 5.2 53 5.4)
SIBRIGT gf}éaamb\\} usSHyb Fenawb |||/ s 2 e || [ “e srewwrer Qeums) |

Mahabali's Greatest Victory | Supreme Devotion 117 Valuing Truth above Life ({ WM(HEOLWS?"
i The Real Hero of the Story

T )
(RSl
= el | ‘e stnen G . WIThSH B’ eI
‘qRIemD sTevgg) LW’ sraTm arzmwswnd Blifwg), ‘ @@d};%&al?m;ﬁy Ll ‘ Qansitens. =

‘Geup Rézwwrs warusslyomLwg)’

aunweTisr sjusHE &&manqggmgﬁ

i A NS (§S GTUUTHDIUGHSTSF aunGeass S1ss 2 ullauyn
sremfilsamzwnas siofigny. S DRIUSD 1]

uGHEw ﬁLmD“"@Zz"‘fUL’)E’ sl | AremsCu Hwnsw Oswsmy | QureLu@pelldvme. Hmwne ughesnd
s I (The Hindu, 2021) : Qalw Cacerypui mH oS
(@) > TRy () > - - [
\w&) usHuller e FemiL ) o amavous SaluHEID RV @m'?uzﬂegﬁﬁrsmwmnm &
2 = o — &
|| setesspng Heow ineblesiog | | commiment. 24088 fluned et imely

‘mogl @yrawion

uLib 5: wasTUuNeT FTHETAUTSEGT HhHBHIM Y195 BT B1%6IT

Guogisirer  suswLL D WSTUOUNGST FTHETUTSHBOT  CPSTH  HHHIU I I4HBETBISEN6ET
alleTdHEMGI. (PSOTOUSTE, HBBIGTT bHELD — CLpesVens|Ld GleussTm e T, H6Tg Frenad
HTENHMBUITS QULPBIE], HATEHGHF CIFTHHLOTETSH| 6TOTMI BleW&ITSHEHI50lBTEITIY (HhH HewLFLI
CUT(HOTTET HSBISTTSHMSUILD HIDHSTT. (QTNTLTeUSTH, LISSUJD FeHBUJD — EH(HeledT
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srFFfEemsemwwid MG HresTid efldHH6T eVl eurgl LsbSluileT 2 daib GleuefliiLil L g;;
"usCw L Nhasrer 2 wihs eulfl" eTeTeyid GsTerews @)hi@ 2 MFSILBSSLLGS DS
CLPSTDTOUSTH, STLOIPLD 2 _BTEWLOW|LD — 6uUTH G OlBTHEHSTL STLILTHD CeuelT(hLd 6T6ITER)ILD
2 miFlliur’ BLer, wasrued Ferg FHArewsCGu srewflsenswirs euypnbiSlermi; "2 urenwGu
2 wihsg" sTehienid Oareremasuiler 2 sl Geuelliur® @)g1. FCpujsiter sprnf B
I L_6uswenTt, @)sHenBuils) 2 _eaTenloiTer Gleumm] L&HTLdUjenL WG sTOTLNS alleTd & sIngl;
F(HLTY UEhFHHmBF CFiw  Ceuswwriguilhhs Blewsvulley, wHTLS Heorgh 2 ullewyuld
QUTHLLBSSTLOC) 2 _eHTEMLOH WIS HTHSHTIT.

6. WETU — FDEHTVF FePSHS5H60 63(h 2 (HEUELD

6.1 spawrmip — wasTUOuller auHLTHE T 6uH»S

Barengglev, WwaTLed Wseh 2 wWieuTds WwHeSLLUBSIDTT. aui et L FAullsy éhsenerd
FIIYL 6T euTpF CFUISSHTSH BOULILIGSI DI PETTID LISHTIY NS, LOSHTLIED HEOTH LDSHEHENETF
FhHSH  eumld  prenTss  Gamewrmritiu®aSng  (Thrikkakara  Temple,  2021).
@)liusnrigensuilesr Curgl, LsCsTy (LEHsHaTTeL HeVBISTSSHM), gerd Fhwr (allmhsi),
aueTenmisafllt LbGwid CUTeTmeney HL &% L1LI(HFedTmedT.

6.2 uedigHlugsT — @) HIHWT 1LpEYaIGHILD

Garengglev 1oL (HLOVEVTLDEY, LOBTTITOGGTT, HTBTLEHT, HRITH, OHIBISTETT, QYbHBITL
UlrGas&id g alw wrFlevniseflad wasrued euflur® pewL_Glumidngl. ursusfluileT cpssTmTid
prer "uedliirglugr”, "uellurswif" evevg "Led uTeur" sTewd GaTeTLTL LLGE DG
(Times of India, 2024). @ppreflsy, waTUd LUTHTTSS O HHH OCeuallGuw subdH BHevrd
@rrRwsmsl urienauuilBeusrs HLOULLIGS DS

6.3 waTuyrib — HLOPBTL 1g6T CGHTL L

SUOIPBTL 1960 2 6o wHTUOIYTD  (LOMeVVLTD)  6T6edTMm  B&HIL  Lo&HTLOU|L 65T
QerLiyuBssiiu®S g (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024). Lisvsveuigsenmsy s L i’ L @)hs
B&THHler GlLwir, wasTLedluiledT BlewesTouTs HewLbHBHTeH BLOLLILIGI DS

6.4 paTar TS5 60 wasTLO Uil GlLITHesTeM LD

@ siTemmw FepsHGSleV, HTLIES CLPSTM (LPHEW 2 (HeuSBIGATTS ek &GSMTI HEdTTeVLNHM

L Auflesr 2_(HeusLd, FenHUNGT 2 (KeUdLD, Y BBIGTT bEbdhHler 2 meusd (Amma, 2013).
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- @ e - wsmusdr LTSy & mL6d): @® uehinSlugn - @iHun Weagid
| 3 AU(HNS : > 5 . .

' \ (Thrikkakara Temple, 2021) ';_’ ; @mmmu_l E@&ggm aﬁﬂ@w

| T M QU esoTenL st

wEMYIESHIN,
BTHILET,
(O
Q@QursTenT,
. e NV Q= 9. 4 ; 3 Belo0 Ay Ceais
o ; | Yo 4 " checking prosperous city. ﬂi mnma‘m

8% (Thrikkakara Temple,

@ wa&Tuesly

. . 5 7 A A § 4 €
el A rNY )/ \4/ | @ peian sresHe waruelufist
\ GELTID | ; : / Gun@mw

@ wamueSlygd — glﬁlg'pg_r,m'.mair_ﬂgrrmq

o : (Wikipedia Contributors, 2024)

uLib 6: wasTUD — FNHTVF FepdHgHe) CLPSTMI 2 (16U MBI 6IT

GLogyisiTer euswILIL LD STLSOeDUW CLPSITM) (PSHBI 2_(HEUSBIGZETTHS SNBTVF FOLPdHdHIL 65T
@ewenTdgis ST HIMSI. PSHOTUSTSH, SHererevwHm L Fulledt 2 (Heusksd — wasTLEd Hevrg)
waEefler peissTs wWEHGCW ' d CaFugri; @earewpw  Hrfwedlsy @)bHensi
SHETRTVLOMN M HWEVEMLOGEE TSI 6JHHHWS B)dhens LilTdlLiedlsSmg). @) renrL_reusrs, remdsullest
2 Heusld — wasTU FHaTg @rTRwSmSUD, @miSulley Fergh FHArewFuld HTETOTS
QUPBIFIOTTT, @eTewdmwl  Fopssdled  u&lTe), OGasTewr, SwrTsd Y Slweunriler
WPEFWSFI0UHmH B)5HHm5 Blewarayl (HHMGI. CLPSTDTOISTES, HBBISTT bHHHSHI6T 2 (HeudbsLD
- BVMEGHF OFTHSHLOTRTG 6TTM  BlWATEHHISCHTERTIY (Hbs HeWL AL CuUT(HeTTer
OSBIGTTSMSW LD WHTUS HIMHSTT, @erewmw CUrl iy 2 0F, YSHBIGTIGmS il (L
vewflojL e aurpeissT Joufubms @s5mH o aTiSSIHDGI. FCpujdter L else,
warueduileit Blewereursds GlarenTLmL Liu@L spesrrid whHmid uedlrSusr ailprdserf et
Apliyseners OsT@HSS515 HTL_(HH DS

7. pyay»r

w&ETU) FoHETaTsSUileT Hews )b LTTenThiGerey Ea b QTeaTSHID, ShHieu TdHluilsd
2 _WTHSSHITET §3(h HEMSWITGHLD. HeUTd FraTaurd Gleumid HFlFw Blahpey eVeV; TmTs,
UL, Fewd, EBISTT HabD, 2 auTenlo Yalweunmler 2 FFsl L GeuaflliLm_rs ewwElngi.
IUTGH  FTHTOUTID  HOVUSSTIOENTL GUITETM  FTULTS — HEVVTLO,  LIdHldHETenT
Cagugurs gowbss. g "usCw Bllpasrer o wibs anfl’ eermid @b
Euwiiuilwedlsst  wWEHHw  CeETerewsedw 2 MIFILBSSHIS DG  SMTLwTHGHeT b L)
()6V6UG S TLOGIT) 6THTLIGD @ LTMTSH, LdbSlullet cpsvd Chrigwima 11 (wasrued)) sTeTLSD S,
B3 2® ADhB TOSSISHTLTGLD.
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SNHBTVOF FePSHGHleV, WEHTLED CpsiTm| (PHHW 2 (HheusBserTs allersiGHEDTT. eTm),

SHeTearevLHM QL FAulledt 2 (Heuskid. () redTL_Toug|, FewHUiledT 2_(HeUdLD. CLPSTMTEUF], D BBISGTT

b HBHBT 2 _(Heusld. @)Tewm FPSHGBlV Y BlsMHgI aup Hwpbed, CuUTLly, eusTLpenm

QSN MISH @ WTHDOTSH, WSTLOUINT UTLPSHDSE p(H FDBHD (PITEIHTTENTLONTSH LSS

PuGauri et spermid wHmb ulrSusT ellprssaflsr CGurg waTU ST

LO&HHMETF FlhBldhdb el (HeUBHTeH BLOLILILBSIDSGI. @)bS aU(HLTHB T e (HenSuiledT CLpeVLD, FTd TeuTLD

eT6dTLIg) Oleumiib 2 1 60l65T BleweVdG6iTemLd L (HLO6VEV; LDTMT S, LOSHEHET LOGTHI6V [Blemevd Sl (hds @ LD

MSIT SO WTETTHLD alleThiGE Gl waTued @ermid o ullmLer &) mabSmrrT

6TiTLINS allL, UTH HWH ()T GCILIT(HEVTHLD 2 WL WGTEH 2 6T6TS|. Fed, LdbD),

OBBIGTT HoHHLD, 2_VTHLD Y& HHSSHIHET 6THHTVSSIM G ClUTHHSHILIsa. Lo5HTLedulleT

FTHTOUTLD, SBISTTSHMS @ewmeusstli b FLALIUINILSET CPeVID WL Wddm iqw LFL LiledT

2 _Wihg BleWeVeMI 2 WTTSHHID (1 SdHHleUd GUUTL TS aileThiGS g
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