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Abstract:
Society, at its core, is a collective of individuals. However, historical and persistent inequalities

within this collective have meant that oppressed communities have ceaselessly strived for liberation
from traditional constraints imposed by family, caste, society, and government. Writer Rajam Krishnan
incisively observes these relentless struggles for life. Furthermore, this creator is deeply moved by the
consequences arising from issues born out of caste, religious, and political systems, encompassing
poverty, unemployment, exploitation, bribery, bonded labour, untouchability, denial of rights, child
labour, and the subjugation of women. Economic disparities within society gave rise to a stark division
between the rich and the poor, fostering master-slave dynamics. In this hierarchical structure, the
wealthy, often the ruling class, exploited the economically disadvantaged, forcing them into arduous
labour for meager wages. This plight afflicted adults and children alike, reducing them to daily-wage
slaves without discrimination. In a particularly tragic manifestation of this exploitation, children were
employed as bonded labourers in match factories, often to repay debts incurred by their parents. The
novel 'Koottukkunjugal' meticulously chronicles the lives of these child labourers existing in such brutal
conditions. This article, therefore, seeks to illuminate the challenges faced by child labourers as depicted

through the narrative of this novel.
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GUTTTL L BISHEDET 6T(SSTOTI TTEQLDE (heGewTedT Bl LTS LUTTaSSmTi. Geib FTdl, FWwibd wHmILD
I rFwsd SyewoliLseflet aulfl 2 (HeuT @ FAHH0HTTET sumiswLd, CalsmevuilsiTento, FrewTL s, msupl (),
C&ETHSIYMIpemD, ST Tew, 2 fleww  WMILLSET, GUYhenss OSTfleTemipswm  WHMID
ClueTenTig WIS STD  aslweupPlet surullevrs gHUBSTD  allewarayssr @)liLenL_LiLiTeTen L
CuMgI LTS FeTDe6dT.

FePSHHBV Blevallw CUTHOTTSTT THMEHSTLL6HENTTED 6J6WL, LITHESTHT LOHMILD Y6¥0TL_T6dT
Igeoll CUTEHGHHET 2 (HeuTskler. @)PV LSTESTITHET HHSHTT auidhasDd GUTHOTTSTTSHI60
UleTBISIW 6TewLY LOEHEDET SBISEHDSGHS HLP GHODhS Fn60ldh @ HHewwwTear Cousnsvsemers GlFuiwL
uenflgseri. @Flev GuflwaTssr PHeL GHUHewSHET auswr UTGHUTH @)eTN] g emidHeneriIGLITsD
Fletdbam lls@ — Cauemey  OQFigeri. GUNHECDTTIHST  euThIZW  SLOSHTS (G LHEMSHET
C&TSSHGemHNTTEHS HLICILLIGSH CTIDFTensVsalsy Lenflwwissliul L ari. @)HHemaHi  @5Lpedlsd
UTULD Ghewss ClsTiflevTarisefler surpallusd GDlHHID Tl Hd G6hHsHseT Brausd aieuflsaslngi.
@) bpreusdlsit aulfl GWHWHS CHTLflVTaTTS6T uTLpailsy 6TFTClETsiTERHLD FhH VBT 6T(HSSHIMTLILISTSH
3 &L HewT HeWLSIDSG).

@WIiyF ClFTmaseT
Fn (D& &HEHFHET, GHUYHWDHSH CBTIflevTaTTH6T, jlgenopewm, HLICILL 1g GG TIHeVTETTS6T, sumiewLD.

I 14DLD (PSHD

FYPSTWSHBST g0l L GFl6D UTLPHEHIUBHID  STPSSLULL L wdhaeer  LsVGeum)
PDSGHUPODBEHDHGH 2 6TarTdl  aumewBlensy, GUTmeTTSTIL uUPDTEG®D CuTSTHUHMID G
QYOTTHSTDETT. (PHOTT6L BlVOHM TEWLPHETTET (PeUTHslT (PHeVTaflGemarud GlFsVaIbSTdHemearu|Ld
FTTTbgl UTLPHISTMSTT. (3)HHeW Ul LG 6DLD Bl6eweVdHSHS H6TOTLILIL L 6uidhsT GlLIHLOLTEYID STLPSHSLILIL L
WOHMID TEWLPLOGHHET SHBISET UTLPUTHTISSINETES 6THHeMEBW &H(HeWLOWTET LiewflHemerd 6lFiiweyid
SlewlElTmeri. @) bs eurilienL  (IPHVTOH6ET HHIEEHSEHF FTHHLOTE 61(HHEIE0ISTHTH BHHISeM6T
BTGl CGTLHVTETT ST BgemLodHenarlIGLITY H(HWLWTES BL SHIBISTNETT. ClGTLHleVTaTTS E1hd
2 ewpliysECsmm oarglu@om PuIGeuT QBT (H & TLOV [BT6IT (Lp (LD UG LD 2 _WPdHHd
s LTwlu@sgiSleTmeri. @) bhreusdley @)L belLmIb GYhenss s Tifleoreariseafier Blemsvwd ldbeyb
U(HHSSHHBH Bleweouilsd 9jigenmenartiGLmed stevevT CHrmisaflepb BL st Blewsvullenesr rmeoLb
Hlmergewrerr, “CsTflevssdlev, Uarewarsanhds@ CousmsvChrd afligsTevd 9 EhaFLoesntdHEhd,
SlunBIGEDH. BBNHTHS CHTenValle0(HdB@GHD @LHENBEMAT ]I HIFC\FV6V colITdHL I 6uewTIq
PSTHENT ST (PpHhHETYISECH subgIallBHH Mgl LNaTenarsHenar sTupliLjb QEHdHEE F)IL JmILg]
CHLITUI FIDLIATLD. BTOOTEVVTID L1663 TevsT (), LIdhesr T6iT @ Loewt GBIy Couemev ClFUISHTYID IbDb S|aT6)Y
Fasll HlewLLiug) HArwwrs @) HEHDMSHI. aThiEer CHTHDFTmVUNN ‘CVEhdF Yjaui’ eTerm &L L Tuib
Il sHmLwrgl. GYbmsser ariCurgy CoussrHorarTepid GFsrm FTUSLOTIOTID. p6TT6D
@)L g Hlsv 2 L &bz Ceuemev ClFtwiallsVensy sTETMT6Y &HewThELILNGTeNaT ew&HUllSYISTAT F 5605 W T6V
9JyHEHDIeT LwpmISSHIHmTer”. 1
eteorm  euflzsefler  surullevrss euruileorss GOUNGSIDTT. Cumasewr.  wrflypdg  eTeTasln
SHTUTSSITSS6T 2_enrwimL_edleir 6uLf &LpHeDHEH6T 1y W Lo&HemarliGLITeY (B)rdaLilerm] Couemev6lFiiiugb
plewevullewesr Plw WPyFSmgl. LedTewL W STVHESTL CL HOIPBTL 1360 jigemiopewD Hlevallauhs

CFwiglullemevr,
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“cumiewoullssr sryewTions, SHweww Churigquiryrs oflPmIECsTasr Caras Blapajsemar
Crri HTevHHISEG 0 bSw uHenaThsTD HTMDTEET[HS HVC L Hds6T GMILILN B Hlssrmesr”’ .

steorm  yteureri . HAsusiiilrwenilwesller ‘UpsHSSlL jgemwpswm’ sTedTnID  HITEOlsL
GO (sTer HHSEHI @)BIG THYMLWSTGD. GHLUFGHD STTNTONS aumienouils eumepLd
TWPHET  RH  FAMCSTEnHEDUILI CuUDMIGCIETeTT  ClFLaUBSUTHWTU|D, GSTLHDHFTEMEV
wpavTeflsHewearu)b BrhSlTmeTi. QYarTTed GluHMIs ClEHTaRTL CsTensemwt GUILLIL L TSN G 6T
Ll iqujL 6T euisermed SHLULSST wigeudlevswsv. @) HBlemsvuiled HBIS6T CHemerusenhdEHHMLILY
@)wasseT LD pHevTefllHEnsE 66THHIgewwHenTs allhasliL@BSSTHTT. @euismssT (papevmeflaseafll b
STOUHD SLSTOSTMHMWS FH(HLULNF GFsgibauenT emwserTsll LsesflwrHm Ceusst(hLb.
Qpswow I DLEDVEGS SeraTiULLauismart uhpl ‘SEIPBTL IR BHlevajb LYY 0H
UTEVTMHMILILITTeN6M’ 6163768 LD HTeOl6D QY MIeUeNSWITET iy 6w LopenmEemeartt GurrTdflwii &. wrenfldsd
GO HESTDTI. Sjeweu
PUUBS I]lqewLopmD

—

. SESTET T 6/ HETETTIEULOGVEVT )i 6DLD(LPEHM

Garallsy (9V6Vg)) WS I|LgemLD

LI 633T 6W6U3T U1 14 63 LD

2
3
4. eurenflls ojigemio
5
6

Q& TSS9 6mL0

6TTLl LIVeUTMTS Yo wirerl UBSSULL (D Sgewwliti(hSsLiLgHLLNS MW LplgHleTDg).
@eupnlesr  eurullevrs SHPHTL 1960 OCBTHTNIGHTL B LLCUDTET Ly eWIDIpeOMEBET  Blevearl
bS50 GO S55531.

GHwsd CGTIPVTATI 2 (HeuTEHLD 1ewsv

aumewwenwiub, ufspwujd sryewrd STigCuw QuHCmTiser Hib GYhwssamers HLGLL 195
QaTflvsniseallsy CouemeOFiiw  C&ETHBIgewETTSS  ail(HEdTmeTi eTeiTLIHeWesT  LTHFTLO
eTTeID  SSTULTSSTSHSledT  suruilevors  yfflwir  Cpefley  GQFuidpri. Fuuiliys
QarfmFrensvullest wpHevmeflwmer wullGsvFesflsit wewsrall ailedluill_Lb,

“aumFT aumF GUYHHSLICLM GWHems CuF BLESHS 6xflbs BTefled (HHbsH @&HOLL
CUTMILIDUF HEEDFH. PN MWFEGHS GFFwWBHEsE0 CUTHDEI. APSTY MWFHSE GHYWHWS
T  us»F sSLalls  CETHSSTH OCully UUGuThHmEH. BEIS  UTiTSHTeV
gpFFRNuiiunpeisis CuLib! @ anufGvCw GYhmwss@®Hsd HIL 1961 o Lyflujmn”.4

eTedT  LTAFTD Fnmiouger eurullevrs @GUhewgssr aillHLiLLlsVeVTE) &L L TwidsleTGLiflev
Gouemev CFUISIITMSTT 6TTLIENSULD W wplyHledTmgl. SL16LL 19S5 GFTHDFTemevuilsy Cousmsv
QFwdam 1gw GgTiflevreriser wr®d UInCrr@h CusGsur 2 _mey CaTsrerGsur 2 Memiouilsvemnsv
6T L SGHUemn OFiieuCGsTH i (HBlLeVT)  euiser 2 ewliysGsnm  2ardluiipld
aupmisLILBHeudlevensy 6TeTLICH G LWhewsdd GHTIVTaTTHfST o(HhHbHHS BleNeVWITS 2 _6ToTg).
@) PV GHLUHWSHHET (LPHeVTE GlLMweuiser eueny Sjeuiseflsr 2 _swipliy ' HGL FrenrL_LiLi(heusTs
ewwangl. Cuspib, @)bHTeusdled aUHLD HTHDHLPHSH 6TTMID Fmiouenest, Heustidl FHsLUILIeT
weiruewr  Gumm  FU6lul s GerhnFremevullsy  CeuswevdE  CFisHgkI  allHEImmredt.
HTHS(UPHSHIMEU 2 L VHVS &HMMeUTH 2 _siTar Blewsvullaiid euener Gausmwevd @ Lt GumadblFmevsd]
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SeusmiewL_w  FAereribomeyld  ASsLUsd S LTWOALRSSHISSTOSTT.  @)HHF  GLpsdlev
@ ewL_allL_Twsd Gauemev GFiIw WIQWTH HTEHHWPSSH Coaumieuiflullery] arenrail G spig iGuLTil
allRPESIDTET. SHTSSHUPHHISGHL LUBOTH Yeusts APlwaig) SBIDSWTST allgeneal, HAHMLiLIeT
QUTHIFZW LTSS DG FLTS Cauemey CFiINSNHETHS HTHET THBHUTLD 6TETLIOUST aUbEH WSS
GurAmTer. GHHIOUSHV GLHWMSHET YD HLOTH @) (HHSTV B HLOTET U(HLOTETLD FFL_L (LpigufLd
eTeTm CUHEDTTHST FUDTHS HHGIHlTDETT. B)HOTTV CUDHCMHTIHET HHFH GHLHeWDHHMETL
CUDMI HWITUMHTULD GLPHEWSHSH C\STLHVTETIHOTTS LLTHMIHSTD jeuensVBlewsvuilenesTu|d &)bHs
BTaUs) 6T(DSHSIWTSHEBTNS).

@) bBTeusdlev GUILILNL (H6Ter FibgbevTd @B LDLISIT LOSTTIDLOT SLOLISUNTT BlewMI &LpHENHHEW6ITL
QUDHMI & GHWHDSHETET 2_ewLPLIL| VLD eU(HEUTUI FFL LY UTLPSIST DT 6TTLIENS, BT dd (pdHdiailssr
FSTITIDIOT PSHTLZI GHYWHWBHHEHEHGHDH STl HUEHDL W HHLFd GYhws sallr LIm @uhbansaser
2 s Qurmer L (HHermesri”.5
61T FmMmlest eurullevrs HWVIHHICETETET (WPIQFSTDSHI. B)HeTTV FMTidGers euripey FHewseymib
Blewevu|lb AbPlHEs555HHTEHW. @)bHTausdlsd @)L bELDMIsTOT HwHssemevalilrer ailluiler Hbensg,
“muzs  puilrszisE Gy GUBmBHIT 2 YWEEDTEIES .S eTeTm  Im mIsuSled (B
CQurmef HeousmasTsCea  GHUHMSS  OsTlVTETTSST  YBlBID 2 (HUTSIDTIHET  6TOTLIG)
GeusfliiLR&lSTDG).

Gbhwsd CsTiflevTariseafsr QBTIflsvFTi FdhHsvam6iT

GYHWBH CBTIfleVTaTIHET HTEWEL cLpssTmewT Loewsf] Hemailsh 2 maEEsHS60 (hbgl eTepliLitiLl (b
STEEHID SWOVWTSH (PHSGHIL6T SUOLL 1965 CBTHDHFTMVGSE aliguDEHTensy  Dbd| D6V @6
SWILILILILHFSTDETIT. HTEW6V b o6 (LSHeL @) T 6y sp6dTLIGI Loewstleuen T Cousmev GlFigiaill (h LNsiresri
of® Fpoydlearperi. speubleur BTEHL @)HGUYHwsd OCTflvTarisst 2 ey 2 m&sLleTH
2 WP &L Blewevullewevr
“udlerepsTml W lpHv UBeTTMI el GBI MEMT GHODWTH 2 DWdHEESTHETT. LTFFTL
GYHwsd CBLevTaTTHaTlOT 2 MdhHd: HVEHDHMBHS, Clbalalldss Heasrent i 6T Haibal ClBTH bIHI
BIWL_G 15 CErarar GFTevHmmer”.”
steorm Y Aflwifledr 2_swrwmL_edler suflwirs HBlbHSI6\ETaTar Py SIDG). GHUWHewdd ClBTLfleOTeTTEH 6T Licwst]
WYus5s ofligh@Es SlHoybCurg ufullarreb, Caiswsw wewwulleaTTayib HewearliLenL g CuhHHHIL
LwenTdh S CvBw 2 mBISd, 615TL B aill(hFleTmeri. UL &L 6T6Ten(ld ML, 2 60Ty Fn L 2_655T6UT TLOGV
S5 all(HSISTDTET. SjeuUEHET LOLD(LPL I1q UITET BSHL LG D _65T6Y 2_68TewTdF CIFUISIMT6EIT. 2_6U0T6Y 2_6H3TL LD
FAIO FrEHEE Hmewewruiled Gumit WewrHd o pmiGHprer. @)bElspailsr el @Lbmss
Qariflevrarisefler  eueBlewey  ChTHHHHEHSTGL.  CBHTHDHFTDVHEHDSGHET  (GHLPHDHSHET
urgariilen) Geuswsv CF I LD Blewsvuilsment,
“ETHBUPHHINHEHD BT, PEHLD, ClHTesrewL, CBEhdF TeVeVTID PCr WL LTE TNFFCV(H GBS M.
B0 (HbHI b auigHmgl. O\presrenLulled stdFlsv G)mmiLHlermsv aflwgmi@Curg) suedCwBH)EE M.
w®BHIL Gumguilsr Gbiguilsv srgiayp CsMNuwallsvsnsv”.
ST STHSWPSH SSTUTSHITSHST aulfl GYhwssh Clpriflvrerisgst LED Hurses pAflui
eT(QSgIwrHEapri. Fsreriiu g, Guflwul gy 9Slw Anmriseflled eupmler &nHmItiLigsluileib
2 esirer FAmieui, HAmdlwii, L eur, CuUedTIQT LIVIHLD YHBL 2 siter @ewerTwiGFreir HLIGLIL 195
Qarflhsrewsvuilst  Geuewev  GFIGlTDETT. @)GOSTHDInL $FV  GHLHEWBHET & (heWLOWITEST
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Gouemev s emerns ClF I UDLMISSLILI(HSITD VT . L& &HewMHD OYITE| GHLPHEW B 61HLD
®@)56sTiDFTemaSHaflsL Causmev GlFiIFleTmeTI. 36U 6L

“er_® enwg) Cuursd), gagauwigl sl &idl, gymianwig aige CuresrGwmi GFFwbma@ Caiemsv
CeFuifHlermeri”.

st AT FnPlF CFLeUSET cPeVID GHUHewSHeTlerT eTFlimTev auTpe) GsTlsVFTemsLUI GG
prmsl allGoiews plu iy Hmsi-

sevailuyflenio wmriy :
CQuUDHCmriser eumewio sTrewriords LilsTewersefler Ged (peTLERTD euTBIS QRS T SH6T.
@euisafler CHTL Gdbd Heval semL LI(halms,
“EuTl L OysaTenard@g Ll usTaldbdn L b sTeTerT UsTafsanl b 7 jaflw L sursiray Lerer sriiLig
Smid ? L 1g eTepLIL...sTT) GHObLST Y ewswrulHEmTer. YUrILID Jews ,CrHldsmTesr..
HTCour BlenarGour eTesTm SHWTVIRTTYID M1 s ange] CHTL UL ewL Bagayd Hajener i
QFuig Casrer® eTpbHBHNEHH M. Brer CesTadrHayLm HTHHHH Cullsvy Feuar LB EhFEHIL
CFTVISYIBISH TR TFSF.... Jjeuet GleuPmmlujLeir H(HbLH MTeir. LisTarsh@ WHMICTH LTewTe)
@M bg Curdprer’10
stoorm 2 ewrwrLedlsiouldl oMlw wpiyFmgl. @Bt cpsvid s FAmybluilesr Hevailujflenio
MIGSLILBHHE DG TOTLISMST HMWVTLD. GLHewBHH6T (L) CHILD 2 HPSHBHTID HeuDemm allevdhdld
Casmerer (pgwTosd sallsdlarmeri. Cp@ WPoHEHHN, WHHEH CHTiissHe0, Bl ewL_ FlCFISD, GHFS
DS GHBV, UL 19H6eT GCFUISHED (LPHVTET LiewflsHemer euimsst GFuildlearmer. GFf HBHSHGHHD LGD
wrewet Cariy Cumed Amy Am uGFlserrals LNESSOULHETETS). HBIG 2 DL GHLD &6 LHEDHBH6T
uflepws QUTHGHIG CBETETECL 2 _MPHIBTDSTT. 2 MeHHLD HaTWERTF FNMIDELTHID j6uiHeTTeV
2_PLILIDS BINISS PIqUTS).
CQUDHCmTT&CerT  SBIGETSH  umEHEDWIWLD,  UHUTEDWWLD  H(HoHHeD  ClsTeiT(h
Li6iTerlds & FClF6LYID D PHMBHMaTS GG TN HFTemeSaflsh Cauemevds @ CaidbgIal HFlSTDETT. (3)semesr
“GmousibFd S L 1b ubHLICUT, FL L ID subgl HUPSHSHIV 2_&ETHSLICUT , LjsiTarw Cousnevd:a,
CouenTLTIDEY| Fn L CFTEHTOTTHIS. QLT 6THTET BL HGHIFF ?...urdLflw cpigL_rHlws, Brsis L 1qef)
CasLbg Frousmibsy Cumrull Cuwlersi sredlev allbHlw. ublerTy) enwFTullhHdsEnLa
QFmeresriiL, udFFiiilsTarnsisendhsd Cudglent] CurL (H&6sTerHCurul BmisHeiu...” 1
6TedTm LTMFTLOUNGT gn DM TETH @) BIE; 5 ([HEHHV O\ T6T6NTSHSHESHS T GHLD.

uTedlwisy )50 MeVHET

STPSSLILL L GOHbuksefled eurwld Guedsst LLCMI PO EHPMMBEHEHEGHLD LITed 6D
QUGT(LPEWMEGHLD YpemTTaHleTmeti. SL16LIL 195 CsTHFTemsvUlL Couemsv LITTHGHD GCILITT & Lphewd s siT
Frflousrs FHousCenraFenid sowiboTeyld FmmiFlearmeri. FHAmibll oeuriis@ GaFriiyld LeyL (KD
UTBISIGCSTHSHSH 6T @Fewada@ UOWTESGHSSIDTET  Hewrdh@LliLlstener. peurull  Hewsvuilsy

SU6ILL 198 S (HoHewar 6T(hHF sweUd E&LDELITE Hewrd @ LiLilsiTemear Limedlwsy FerL_esdled m(hLIBaSImTedT.
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®@an@ TS ST LTS Sjerallp@ FAndluilet werd LS L LIt 1q (hSSIDSGI. HeusT pdhHIewLpLiL]
BHSHTEV HTET &H6WT G LILNGTENEOTLD Fn 60155 HEWTHENHS &HEWD&HS LOTL_L_6dT. (Feunhenm,
" OaETL g wd gal Heus D@ aubD I bHB B)aTid ClLiessTaeT (LpHedlsv 1hlyessr_Teyib Caumy el

Qs MNwrgy Cwsvrarfer LTedlwsv Qeupldd Y arHsrmeri....” 12

@) sswer BreusvTAf T GOILILTS 2 _enTTdHHldF ClFVSIMTIT. Heorg CHTI%HEHL6T BloTmy
OB TERTIY (HHS Y LPHTEWW HewTd G LilsTemar GaTL L 1gepuwl gl lg &GS CFIw CeusT(HLd 6T6e0dh Fon M)
oorflullev ssHPlF GFsvFmrer. ki@ HFAMID LTOWD YS5HIEDVIGHE YOTTHDT6T. j6uEHEDL LI
Blewev BIMSSWITiI HTeTLILEHILD E5Lpe»6v,

Pgeueir Pp&HHH V0 GuerL Hd QuUTL B F)HmHBS S B S LTRT BHLBIGD Fnl
BV, P(H EFHODESEBTHDIGSSHI TeVeVTD SLwiflsvevrwsy Cumut el LrHCurey Gleumienio
Bleveydlmgy...” 13
steorm euflseflesr euruilevrs preusorfAflwi LTedlwed eusTOlsTHW BlSHHMS 2 MISIILIBHSSHSIDTI.
CurgeursGeu FAmbllseEpd FeTid GlLeTsEh LewllehEgs GlFad @)L nisefled o e Fluigseyid
werfHwursayd LuVGam UTIILSEHSE YaTTHSTDTT. HIWID GOILUTES HYSHTTHHD 2 srer
wrGrenib spHeurmsL LITeOIIS) GIGTLMISHDHEVSHET HL (b 6UUTERTLD 2_6iTemewT. ()6l T(HewLOGEDET 6T TS5
Gaeirall CaslLauisEhds@ dnedlemiwids GmmeHe0, SHbhewwwrTar Calimessnerd GlFuiw BiTubdssme,
CQuUTIES GDMFFTL (HHEWET FLDHSHIHV eV6VG HauUTHerledT L Ghewld HanTsH Assflbss0 CureTn
SlTUBIGEDOTS CHTHSSH UflauThiG ChTeHdler Hewrs@Lilsrenar CUTaTDouTSH6T 9L16)LIGHTSemaT
S FFMSHSIDTIHT. CePid Fev CLITHET HTHGHHVHEHSHGLD eTTSSTDTT. B)HHDE GLosyib
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