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Abstract:
This research article explores the depiction and significance of Kattu (traditional Tamil

dance/performance art), particularly the Korravai Kattu, among the Parambu people in S. Venkatesan’s
epic novel, Vel Pari (Vel Pari). The study posits that the novel utilizes these ancient performing arts not
merely as cultural backdrop, but as a vital expression of Parambu’s identity, spiritual lineage, and
political stability. Drawing parallels between the performance descriptions in the novel and classical
Tamil literature (such as Purananiiru and Cilappatikaram), the paper analyzes the evolution of Kittu
from its natural origins to its role as a formalized ritual (Viruthi). Emphasis is placed on the distinction
between the war-invoked Verikuravai and the peaceful Thankuravai, demonstrating how the worship of
Korravai, the Goddess of Victory, is central to King Pari’s invincibility and the prosperity of his

mountain kingdom.
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