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The Soul of the Land: Beliefs and Customs in Sa. Kandasamy's 'Chayavanam’
. eflessrewilsvey!, wpewesreui 9. wfw ClF LS wiTssr?

Topteureni, (23PHD0213) wpwpGmr wpewesreuri L' L oy iieureari,

Feps Y Dlallwed wHmib GlriflssTt usTafl, il LIVSmMVSSLHLD, CougdTi.

Email: vinnilavu.r@vitac.in, ORC

29 gaills Guurdfwi, O@pBlureri, Fops HMlaiwsd wHmib CrilssT LisTer]
allenly LIVHMeVESHLPSHLD, CeuspTi.
Email: mariasebastin.a@vit.ac.in, ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0001-7269-6217

R. Vinnilavu, Research Scholar (23PHD0213), Full-time Ph.D. Research Scholar School of Social Sciences
and Languages, VIT University, Vellore.
Dr. A. Maria Sebastian, Assistant Professor, Supervisor School of Social Sciences and Languages VIT
University, Vellore.

Abstract:
The novel Saayavanam highlights the customs and traditions that are deeply rooted in the

everyday life of the people, reflecting their culture and social values. Rituals, religious practices, family
life, marriage systems, indigenous medicine, modes of worship, and rain-invocation rituals are
intricately interwoven with the people’s lifestyle. These customs not only fulfilled the needs and beliefs
of the community but also strengthened social unity. Through this, the novel portrays the Tamil heritage

and the philosophical foundations of their way of life.
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FTWTeUeTLD Breusdled &L 19HETL L OUBL LPESULPESSHBIGET, dhbefler eTmrL suripailsy
QTSI LUBHEI6TT SVTFFTT WHMID Fepslt  LedTLBemer OeuaflliLiBdgISlTD6T.  LOILH6iT,
WSFFL_BIGHET, GOHDL QUTLPEHEDS, H(HLOGWT (LPeHMEHET, LO(HHGI ULPHBBISHET, SNFTILIL] euTLpailiisy,
auflur’ B pewmoHsT OHMID wewp Geuewry uPlLBBL Yslweneu dhsaflsit  euTpallwGsor(h
@)weThBMauWITHES  STERTLLBSISTDOT.  @ILPGSMPESEBISET  Wdhsaflst  Cheweudsemeriyb
pUlsenassmerd Liss CFiisCasr(®h), Feps POHMIEHLeW  us)ILILI(HSSIHSTD6T. @)H6T CLpsVLD
FTWTeUSTLD  BTeusy, St  urrbuflwgewsud, euisefler surpailuisd  HoHHUSHMBU|LD
Ag5MNEHE DS EWeyFCFTHSHGT. Y FlwisT @) haHeT, Hevall, CSTIlL, FTdl FraTPlslp, suripaiuisd
Fldhamev.
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@)L bClLmHleTM6OT. @)L &SI BI% 6T ©LI(HLDLITEY)LD erGarmiseafl_olHGs (B
psmoyopulldGhs OS5 soOYPPDEGSE SLSSULGSGTDT . Sbsamauln, wssefle Cu
SLSSLULUGBID LUPSHPHEHBISHST OSTLIHEH HmLLlgshGHh GCurgl, I auisensCasufu sHofldHs
uetUTL (B wwrurs 2 HUGlunFlarmer. @edsdlwnissr Heneu CaTeTP HTVSSST F(LpHTWIL
uentuTC (B Blewsvsemear  GeusflliLRdgieusr. FupsTwsSsler GueotinCaspu o HLUGLMIeUZILD
sTeVlIGUTSESID@G apu wTHILBGID BvEaslwssler Gubhensls LeTUTELD. SO GlorluilsiTs et
SLOPLO& 6 63T 6uUTLDIHeWE LOTL|BHEHLD @)eVdE LTS EHLD L CeuchedTn)] eueTihHgl6TarsemnerL LIV Seum)
sTevsl L Bisellsy  Carerhlw  @evsdlwmisst  Heoliu@sgiFlesTner.  @evsslwbiseflsr  euflGu
OeuafliLBSHS LI 19.(H&%EGLD TN T L|SDET ()60 BI%H T (D) M bSIewTT6US| LISSTLITL_19.6063T Ml
QUTUILILITS ewLou|Ld. LISHTUTL 1ge»eT Mleusm @ B)evHSIws FTeTmisGar g lILienL & FTeTmISHeTTs
Sewwwd  Blewevuiled  gFFTerdlewers  Ulp  eumellwey  FTaTmIECerT® (@) ewenTS S CHTESE
S FFWPpSTWSGSlT LewTUTL 1gewerld FApliflwevyseweruyd  HWlHglenTioug Fepsts UswTUTL (h
augeurMle GOILUIL G555 LewflT@d. bbleweouilsy (@)miE, FrwmeusTid Breusdled @)L bGLIMID
W& &Hefer eurpshenssuilsy LlsstumHmOL@D BLlEamsanuliul L Lpsasallpd:sBIghensTds &TenT (pulsveuEs
@) &5 [Hewruilesr GbmTdaLom@LD.

LIp&HEID 61 LPSH LD

sesflwesflgesflest Cahemeuuilest 9jigliLiewL_ulled Lipdasd ChrearmidleTmer. eweuGur, @Ml
UGSUileD euTEpld LIVHEDL W LIPSSLD UPSSHIGETTS LrMILEUTSH euisenhdsGsuyflu wrurs
o puCumislsTper. Bl GBlHSIS 5. HTHS Fb BIO, “LypdseupssBismens  seflwefllsmib
FWPSTWID 6T  ewLILD  Q)ewewihdl 2 (hUTHGHlSTDT.  wohaeafler  Cahemeuseflsir
Ot uiGeCw LIdsmIGHET CHTHTMIHIGTDNT. Yeweu FUPSTWSHSTV TMHMId Gl TerariiLi(hFsrm
Blewevuiley eupdsmisarTs 2 HLUGLMISlGTDET.” (SLPT LILPSHLPSSBIGEHLD BHLDLIEmSHSEHLD. L. 14)
STWID HBSSIT LPSHaPESD GBIGS Yflme ahubSSISng. AsCar, whseT @@m ClFueme
Capewmeuuilerrmsv GHTLhHg Llerummid Qur g F6FwGsv, L6 eupdaoms Ml DL e, w
Fe3flds LesTUTL (B ruTd @)L bELmIE MG 6TedTeVTLD. Obheuenasuiled FTuITeuaTHSl60 euT (YLD L0d S ETHLD
UTLPEEMSBUNED FeV LIPS HaILPSHHBIHEMeTS: HewL_LilgL1Iens BTeusdlet eulfl LilesToumomm mlweomib.
Curgirss fov Lpssaupsansst o sooulaTiLllbbs JOS55 DD LSTUDHDID
Curg BHa&TRT HTTewrd Sriflwbisemer HPwTwed ity TPHmISH6lsTeTSlSTnerri. ()skourm)
TMMIs CBTETERHLD LIPHBAILPSHSHBIGATTEY LOIL| HeTewenil (Jpdhs ChMAMWL. B)bs eusnasuilsy, (3)sTmib
wEHeflL b LVGeum) LIPESEBISET eupdasdled Llsrunmislesimeri srerugid @usvGu. HCx5CLmev,
FTwreuerd Breusdley @)L b6lumid FHeusrrentiys Coeaui 6sm@ Dewsliurisgs Lefl 2 _g)dE@L0h
pewpullsD,

“Yofl 2 spiG@eudled geumsb@ auflews 2 aw®. CasmaedBhg GsTLmIs, CBH6Td Tl
Gumii, e &8s Gumreuri. eJGlaTedTm HTrewTd GlFTeVVS CHAWTEHI HUHSSG. Ui HHLILISTT(HLD,
BTSFTO|D, JYaBEG Yhslweisend Curar wepwTEd. Ibss sau® ssTiod HaeTreiyd
Caeump  GumisGasreanriymbsri.” (Frwreussro — 16) etepid  sHSSOBHHH SV (LPeOD
SMOWPIMWTHS CSTLTHS C5NE@ SlewsFuiled CHTLRIF auL_sb@Hs  Semsullsd ClFvsug) auflanfluims
disstupplaibid a1ipsaGi staTplu 11g S g.
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ULpSHSHaPHESBISET FV  Fepsd &L LedliLsHewer gNUBSSHIEDS. YHCa, STVICLTESE6D
I|IDL0& S EHS G T S HLILTHSHDeTU|D allFlEHSSTDT. HbS aUeHBHUIE), FTILTEURTHSH D UT(PLD LOS 56T
seuCleurh GOLUSSDGAwl yeflwwrhisedr Uf$sedlEstiuc @, bwrssledmbs wBGw Lefl
2 VG 6T(HSHIH O\HTeRT(H CIFLID LIPEHEHSSeW6erTd HewL_LillgdaElesTmevri.

“geiClam® wrsslallBhgib iClaT® GOLUSIDHGL Lsafl. AanGs @ mdsn SHS i Leflw
wrssledmbg Lefl sFTbucpisgh mwi ofiyn@&. GLewL wrsHFledmhs Cuflu  LTeneTsd,.
CBeTHIPE @ HTHHuTTWeT IS0 Lefl LusepFed Frevglfl afi9h@, CBLewL wrdHgHt yef uriss
FTrs wmisTi ofl gnE, Publeur®m wWIsmau|b SfSHSTS 2 WISGHMUTT. @0 LISHIF
CarlLrGerr(® @)erOewrTh wrsgF CFriLmer HEsTg. (Frwrsusrd — 16) CupaewrLsurmy,
FTWTOURTSHI6V UT(PLD LD&G&H6T, HLD euTlphenasullsy sufleuflirsts tstupmid GPIULL L aIpsssHens
(yofleoww LIMNSH1560&THEGL aupdhsd ) mbreusdsr eufl plw  iyHleaTmgl. @eueurm L&HSE6T
WpeT@arriger SHMSEETHSS LPSSHISmT HHSSHSHL Ustupmiu®b Curgl, eupdhasLTs
BlewsvggialHElesTmerr.  wahseflew_Guw  @edrmid, ULCauM — UPSHHUPSBBISHET  6ULPSHBHIH 6V
B REEANGEEAE i
BTeuedlsv Liaflwiii &)6sds@(1pdHaT 65T L1361 Lpds351D

FTWTOURTS SV aUTLPHS LISl Lo&HH6T (3)60Td & (LHHETTS eUTLPHIEI eubGlsTerari. HE5ELITeL
U6lUT[H & WSHEHHEHHTN SLIGLWTL B Hyewpdgierarsri. Gueb, “@)eardh@ ) euTpeyLpsm»D
IYHGHI BlevayenL ewwiTds TMISITD FGedls) LIsHPUl FLPSTUSIOT TFFBISHEBHLD 6T(LP6UG (3)u1sVEL,
@)errH@ W Sfley LpPeHLOWITS @)TTLOD DT GHMDWTES B)HHHTeV @)eardh@h L) LdhHef et Fibdemnevr e
BOLSenSHH6T, LTUTL (B eTFFBIGET HS5NBBHSHH 2 (heuT@Gld FUPSTWSHSV 6T6hd BIMH@GLD.” 6Tew)Lb
Capallllrgrs U GLmaller smsgleverts ur.dry s sl @ewrulled GOl Berermi.(UpbsLolps

B)erd @1 surpaiwiev.Ld.3) Cuhan Pl &mHSSler eulfl sph FpHTwid LILSeuM| LTMISVIGHGHL LI ELID,
auripalle Fov LPEHIPSSBIGET YPlwTwed UestupmliuBGidng. @bs euemsullsy  Breausdlsy

@LbQumid Asibursder LT ahsEGwalmar TS dats Gsai Gal L L mHs),
FTUTOISTEH) QUTIPLD LDSHEHET dnl LIDTS BTG &(QUTS euTIDeIws Hredlsit eufl yplw g FDg).

‘Coumislt 16O gn L 1lsV@6v, 2 migbior?”

‘Ot _L_Tewflds gt L DTE)l SjDIDT OFTORIUTEIS.”

‘QYLOMLD... QYLomid... @ILGTeT Blewewrey euhdl. (Frwmeussid — 36) sreirml om miougbledhbg
Qs GWdsenTa aTpid wrevL sTupplujsterens Brasd Cisefla)LBSsI# DS
9 DH55TH Breusdley m GOIOUILL Qerts@uw woHhseflen Cu Friflwryrs’ CUr@ld aupdssid
QBriLedSUD BTaI) sTHSSISHHTLIGU[STOTS]. 5SS BSSI;

‘ObsLl LwoeuesT eulbFsSCeCw litigQwir m Lysbd); Friblwryrd Gurmgl eupdsid. Ojeusst
oLiuer sriflwrgrl Guresrest; TéhsT GuTerTer. Oiymid @b Lwepd Cumruill L resr.” (Csvgl —
38) cpevid QomL L mewfld gn L L GHl6L euT LD dH&ET, S(HLOGRTLOTET GlBTEhF HTVSSCev FriblwmyTsLs
Gur@ eussd Ustupdlujstarens Gleueflliu®hsgiHlearner. Gusd @euaIpdhsHD  HMeV(LPsHMD
SMVPIMUWTHS CHTL HlsTeremsud HMlwipiyHmg. starCear seubleurm @)eurd: @) L% %5 EmHd%:0l%5ars
AV aUYPEHBISMeNTS CBHTL THG Llerumn] eumbGUTEHI 5ICa, BTaTenL_allsd 9jauisensd @ H6flH%

WruTs 6T(hHgld%h ClaTeTarsVTLD.
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afl(HHCHTIbLIsV

wesflpefledt gliLienL g CHemaumHER6T (PHTEHLOUITETS 2 WTUT @, LUPHSLOIpT Lmrbuflw
uenTLseflsy eTCm allhbCsTibLsy. Hb afl yh@ eubhd al(BHhIlaTenT HewpHgl LT LEIPHSE
o _ewreueflliLig) SLlpiseafledt LieTUTE@W. YriuenriisT FAplillener @evsslwmiseafsr cpsod HmlwsvTid.
UMBTERTM| LITL 6V,

“BHBD MHCHTILSH LITey ClLoTIgUIT]
aflpbOBHH T QLmIsH v wrCer ”’ - (ymib.r.306)

9|1G-5H6T cLpsVLD ClLIGHT B(HHVeWeVS CIGT (PG, @)ewLallL_TLosL all(hhSleTenT BTt 6TH TGIHTeTOTL
CUMIGeuerTTs 6TETLIFO BB FBish HT6V LHeflerr all(hbCHTibLIeL LiswTL GleuaflliLBGFngl. eueurGm,
FTwTeueTHSled @)L belumid  FHeussrrenrigd Cspeur  (HEHET @GeEhFOWTET FfL14NE  6ubhSb
ASDUTSMBU|D 2 _6WTU(HHS JVWPSH 2 W6 ULPBISIWIEDLOU|D HTVIDHTOTHS — HLOlLpilesT
all(HbCHTLOLIL LIGHTLIeW6dT euTpalledT (LPdHBUWILDTET PETMTEH &(HBHEVMLD.
‘o 6T@em suTewipd F(HHeL LIflbg smaudd LISHLPWISILD 63 (1 SHeBTenTdH 6V HL L 6T(HeWLO SUl(HLD (3)(HbHSH60T.
B)smevuilsir sp(h LIGHSHH6V FeWTL_& & LPLDL]; @)STOTT(H LIdHSS6V gl L &heurL_(h g6 (FTwimeusid
— 82) @)susuiflasir cpevid Frwimeusst waheeafer surpalls ol (hhSHID uUPHBSSeWT M HE H|HeW6ITLI
dlstupmieusnsuyo  Plweorid.  allphdlerenr  ofiyhH@  edWSFH 2 awralll eV  6TeiTLIF)
allmbCHTIOLIIH @ T PHEW aupdhsTED. @)HICUTETD aupdhsid, @LICUTHID C\HTL TH) LEHTTD
sewL_Lillgssliu@dlsrper. @eweu weflsiseflear Hmsslener GleouaflliLBSHI0eT 6TOTOOTID. HbHS
U UileD, Hm @)VES WL TET F(HdhGHMmerev FlmeusTensui ‘il WbESTIDLIY’ 6TeID i YBlBTTHmHEW
Q&sTHSGI6TOTTT. 6vTH suripailsy af(hbEHTLOLIV LiewTL] FMbHE UPSHSLOTH il L 6vT 6TeTeVTLD.
INGEEARIT

QupensCuir® @)ewwhbs UTIHS LEHEHET SHhisEHdHE MUl &Twid, GChTUl%sEhsdd
Qupswasulliv GmbGCs GaiILEHSID WHH®S CupmeTT. Glwer BILOLULYD WHSSINSCHTE
QBmHBISIW QGTLyemLwsTED. “@umnensulled bl SlewL_d @ GLTHL semard 6% Tesur(h &uwimtld @L
WHhGHIGewer 2 LGWTHLILBGSHID pewmullerTsv @)bLo(Hdbgieu (pewm @uinens sTerm) Guwi QuHm”
(Brl_(liym wmgieuld — spi Spitey.11.18) sTesr QuMens W (HGGIUSS D GHS %,5ThHF HLb HTEOL aileTddLD
IefsApri. B)GsHSaH QubHens WwHbgHlusslmers Gnlss LTflgmsv bssafllsslarmg. @)eisurni,
bTeusdleILD FTiTeUaTHEV euT(PLD LHSHEHLD @uDens W(HdGIuDd GBS HDbsIeTarend, “spHeurt iy
6ThIG QYLILITOYS G p(h STwLD; Cluflw gmieur Ll HH\FF. 6TBIS (DL, BT jHailuid LesT(hD udar, spL’ L
UL gerdall CuriLrhis. QreawGL prepGe srwid ol Curuil®ss.” (srwmreuesrid.n.59)
HBSpler aflGuw HPlwevrid. G)6a M5S0 MBbg Fuphews WHSSIMLTETSI, HTLGLILD WwéeiflL_Lb
SHCUTHID QUPSHBHBV @) (HLILIDSSH: HTERT(LPIYHSTDET. F)DIHSSHIUD euTieuHWTHS HMEV(LPHM
SWVPODWTHSG SDLIGHILBS DS B)E%Hbslenest Cumanplw preusdlsit suflaseaflsst cpsvGio Ml
WPRBIDGI. Y STeUFH| HSTMIHL W ST HHewsuilest cpevGio e1hp LiFFlemevuilerTsy Gloul Hd HTwGensHds
GwTliL(hSs LweSTUBHSGSHOTID  eTeimPFlermeri. uileid  @EsTe0 RPLL GHHO  Hemwest
bTgFEFVCeuri Llad CIFTILILIGL 6T6aTeVMLD.
SDFTIL MUTLPIHNE

FTWTOURTSHI6V UT(IPLD LOSHHETIET UTLPHeMS (FuisDLITedT LoHMID YL DUTLHD eUTLPdHens S
QUTLPHSGI UBFIGTETRTT. YHewest Brauedlsy AT LFley CFUIGIETETENLD [6U6UTLDHENSHEHWILI LIS (HLD
aumLp GausndT(HID 6TITMI 6JBIGHLD aUeHSH UL BHTeusdleD Flov STL FFHWT HWIDSSHI6TOTTIT.
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“‘Yefld @, swLsGl GCurs Geusmriquwidlvensy; mwi CariL gglev 2 idbdls  Cheum
Casrent(heunbgl Hmeuri. ofl_(hd Glarsvemsvuiled Wlerasmiils Lullyrgd. GQFliquri smewrd Curl (B
BeVOIVBTOIEWTII HHEUTT; SN G HMTHEHIVMV. OlFHSHI4H G CUTearTsy, GausnT(hoeTn suewruilsd
ClasrenT(H sureuTid; Gaeirall (ewm HlewLwirgl. OFTHSSH STewTd LTH .

S160f156h&GHSHSTeT rweurd Curs Geuedr(hd — LSHH w6V HewL LILILIENTLD; 63T Uile)
Gumenrmev GF_1qwiri af B eurgedlev @mmiserid. Qe iquwri of RS 51 CFrhss P GuTew —
CapeweuwiTer Guirg Geul'ly, LLeweu, H1T(®H sTHSHHS CBTaT(H), YmieuewL & @Gl LID@, BHTeTensbhy
Currag CFibgl auesnTiguilsy CBsL HeILIL|eUTTSH6T. (3)HMHEIHVEITID FI16VOIILDTET 56w &% BlewL TSI,
BlewSTOYLD  UTTEHMBUBSHTET Hewrd@. (Frwmeuesrid..85) Glsusuripsensulley Fflwmer wHMILD
SI0WILTET HMTHOBHTY SlewLwTH. YwHL CUTeL CIFTOYID UTTHWSCW 2 _dTewLD  6T6uT
poLleTTissT. 9 BHerTCaLGW,

SUTHET  UTTHWBHewT BLOUIGTTTSHET. Seuiser eurTpdEensd euridFoFrhseflesr g
RSTTOILLIGHHSS. @BO(BHaI jeuisefler aurpsamasuils) apEsIpDd UTTHMSWLD (LPHSIWILDTET
RETHTHL LTTEHSILBSDSG! TOTLTLD. FTILTOUSTHSV LIGHTSHMHdH HTRTLUSD S (PTL @) HHHewD aill_
euTpemeu el L1 LewTLILWpdaDd sTHLL L LI6TL LV (3)6iTesrsV% 61hd & L LIQBIMGI FTwITeusw o6l 6or
QUTLPEHEN .

EYITIITL )

wesflg FpSTISHSV auLflLim(® 6TedTLIG! LGa| LD )TV WD WT PSTHTEHS & (HSLILBSIMSI. D& S6T
CuUTgIUTS @ CFWensVF CFIISD G, (LPsIT (LPHeOlL HBISEHS: ST GHiiauGsledT QY F Teursd LHMILD
2 galleww Brig, 9bsd 6Fwedlsv Gleupml Glupm CeussT(Hd sTedTm BHidLIlGews eublLTL RL6sT OB HBIS W
QBTL T e®L WG| 6TOTVTLD. b uMSHUND Fhigs BevdbSlwdbSle @)L bELMID uSHMILILIGSL @) hod
CarHmenausnwF G&Fm westewrert (pHedled supll’ G Lilssresrits Guiri wpHedlwmmled mFHLIL L TedT 6T6ITn)ILD
@I,

2 HOswy wrLilear uilswy urellujd

&L 6V @)@riu Causv G [Hib

2 L sV 1B _6 Fmiidgih (1hm.80:19-21)

6TEOT6U(HLD g &H6mTeD HMwevT@d.” (FBisd SLOlpMesr euflimr@ FL_BIGs%EnL.ud.99.)

Ibs MUl FTwiTeusTd Breusdlsy @)L DGLIMID WEHH6T euTpHemasullsy LLCoum @)L Biseaflsy

BBISEHSG W CgiuBisHemer auPlLBSSTDOTT. (PHVTUSHTSH, FASDUTID STeT UTHBIZIW SHTL DL

QPILsHG  wpsiT, Cpeui  PupaTSHIL 6T FagL BT  WwhSWTDel  GBHSTD  Fn i)
oI L 5£e0m581 auflumt’ g7 Bepeveni onflieorip.

“O|VEMSE, 6TL 1 W, UFSWITET (1 (LpeiTernleL oLl ig el (Hd ew& Fon 1L, TG TeTMW Blemevuilsd
wheogush CHaumrs CIBTWSTIT. Jjoogl PG WIL; R(H LPESLD. Caisnasowid CIETLBIGSMHE, LpsiTEer
wersSIN GGG suflur®. @egL Gsileud o 5576 OCaTHSSHIN LG wIHF, 2 1L emwevsF
AeOlT 5 815061E Tt (B (PeTCeTTdHEF GlFesTmmi.” (Frwmeuesid..93) sTedTMH6T suLdl FTWITEUTSHSI6V 61T (LHLD
W&EEHET P GFWeNsL CBTLBIGMUSDE (LPIT ShiGerler HoOBUusbems auflLBID UPdHSHHDHH
e renTiy (HLILens P pyHng. FCsCLTL @ CFweme CSTL BIGHMUSDE (PET HBISEHD:E W
CplieusHems auflLiBID (pewM FLoHTEV dhaaflenL_Gwia b STenTpigslngl. %G suflum’ B pswmenul,
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Y50l @m Semevpswpullari BlEpsSs HS55H SwVpswpullarpHd Y semeris UlsTtunmin Curgi
96U EhHCHW AW H6vflHs L) FTihe eurpailiis) aIpsHLOTSS 6% TaTaTsVTLD.
AmCsuten euflum®

Srrbliyn waeseT FAM6Suien aufluriiged eaTpTer GHVosiiar euflurl igsd WGSwrs
FHu@BSleSTpeTi. AnGsieusiser LDBIF &. Fo5H5Ca160 gnmid &HSEI,  Fm CFieuniseaflsd LomflwibLoesr,
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