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Abstract:
The Patinenkilkkanakku (The Eighteen Minor Works) form a significant corpus in Tamil

literature, emerging during the post-Sangam era (c. 3rd to 5th century CE). While the earlier Sangam
literature focused on Akam (Subjective life, mainly love) and Puram (Objective life, mainly war and
heroism), these eighteen works, particularly the eleven didactic texts (Aranilkal), prioritize Aram
(Virtue or Dharma) and establish a comprehensive moral framework for individual and social life.

This research paper examines the core life values promulgated by these texts, especially
Tirukkural and Nalatiyar. Key ethical values include the supremacy of Domestic Virtue (Illaram) based
on love and duty; the importance of Giving (Ikai) and Hospitality (Viruntompal) as fundamental social
obligations; and the insistence on Integrity (Vaymai) and Humility (Atakkam) in personal conduct.
Furthermore, the texts stress the significance of Education (Kalvi) as the true, imperishable beauty. A
crucial underlying theme is the doctrine of Impermanence (Nilaiyamai), which urges individuals to
perform good deeds while life and wealth endure. The Patinenkilkkanakku texts thus serve as a timeless

moral compass, shaping the ethical and cultural identity of the Tamil society.
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QU1 F Fr(HSHEID:

FBIS WHW HTeVD, S @)eVdbEw eureVTDMI6T (5 H(HLILLPEHTWITE WL & TeVHL L LD
(@4, 300 - &l 500). eurevrmprdAflwiserTev Hev  Fwowid '@HewTL. STV  eTEI
GO Oul e, o enremwuillsy  @)&  meSler  eflFsHLiTsemer  eefls  Oseafllss  oh
QuUITrMHaTVTEGLD. @)bsTeVhBL L GHle0 Carermlw 'LFCleTanTd phseantd @ HTeVHsT, SO @evdbsalw
e gymalweid @ spm sevflbgieuoret, AnLiLlds @)L dewglt QUDMIS HHHET. Fhid (3)6Vda5lwiddlesr
wenfl@L BiserTer LUSSLUTL®), 6T HH6HTens Y Hlw 'CLoeDdHemnTd @' HITVHET, HHLD FTThd &TH6D
euTpemeuwid, ymib Frihg efrb, Gsrewr, 9 f Cumerm 2 svdlwsy surpailwensvuyd aflfleursL
Gudlesr. eTTeL, HLphaHewid@ HTVSEarT, 9 bhsll Curdaledmbg wrmul (K, CUHLITYID HMmLD
Frihs allilwmisenearuid, surpailuisd GlpPlsemeruyh susdluyymsdler. @eneu, Guri wHMID eafrdsler
LS TET eDLOWIEHEVS HTENTLY, FLOTE W LodEefler HSTHTL surpallD@Hd CheweuTeT e pdhdb allglsenearti

CurSlgaerr. LIS 6esTewnTd 1pdhHemTd @ HTeVS6TeT HesflFFAmiiy, Hemeu euTpailuis) Hdbgl6mIEeN6T bT6Td,
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9195619 H6T IL_H&Hld dnMID SMSTTGHID. F(HEBHLPLD, YLPUPLD, sToflemiou)b HBIGCH HewwiGlLHMD
@eupmler spsubleumm LTL gD, s GuTeTwT CuTe, LigliLeuT TSV BHIGT @b Liigs5DH5I.
seflwefls eurpallet BoTaTL SHe0s, PUHSLD, L HLIUTH YslwaiHenm @)D BIVHET I (LPSHBHLOTSHL
Gurdlsser. GOOU 2 peyseflar Laflssamau)b, savteust weveral 2 mea), QuUDHCDTIT LisTewerssr
HLWL&HET YSWeuDNDIST (PSHHWSSHINUGMSUID THSSHIMTHHIT. Foipdh HIluiledr Heufuidhewsujbd, F%
weflgiser srer Crasewsulb, uslTHedlsit wwTedTeLWD @eweu suedlumisLlest. mewssuilesr
2 wieweuud, UInreTLilest 2 6TaTsHSmBU|LD, (BVVTHUTHEHSHG UPBIGLD ClLmHs»wedw WD [3)b
BreVseT GurmPler. ssvallullsst spafledwiu)d, Yewsls GuMuGHeT Heufuwibewsujb, HMlwTenLouilest
@)mewer BaH&HD BT Fhewwud upvls Cudler. @miFwrs, surpallst BlewsowHm HeiTem oW UIU|LD
(Blewevwiremnio), Blemevwimerr speTHlewemthgl suTPd HMoSEHeT Yeuduwidbewsud SSHIUTISS THWTH
T(HHBIWTSHT. B)L1L1SFCTHTH 1pSHHEDTH S BTVH66D, F(HdbEGHMD6T WHMID BTVguITi 2 srerfl i
U QT () HYDBTVSHET HevflFFApLiy Qupmeveart. '2 &Lt Curgiwsnm' stesrts GUrHOLILIGID F(HdbSGHDsT,
weflsGHVsSHEs CuTgiauTer Hpeaiwensy siTafls CETHHDHH. S(HHGHDT @)VeOTs S eTf(BHID,
SOIPT UTLpeYD B)HHS (PIQWITH 6TMID HeTe dhEH % SLOTHefler eurpGaur®h spestBlenenTHoHGI.
prevgwri, 'Geuermenr Geugld' erer YewWPESLILLD), 2 peydh@ o ullpmer BTGUTsD, euTLpeydd,
OG- LILIHL_WTET HMBIGHENET BT6dTF iqHefled 2 ewrHssl. @6y mHTVSHaTsT euflGui, FBis Hallw
STVEL LG ST eurpallsy BlewevUDB(HHs 2 wi elulwbissr allflairs @eu gy uiailsy
QrmlILQFSTDET. FWIBVLD SL b, dnl (h euTlpeweuwld, HyMLD FTihsd Fhsewerenwiujid Curmmlw
IHBTVF FepsGHler GlLHewwenw [@eweu @@TMID BdhE 2 MTTHHIHSTDT. (Feweu Cleumb
@evEHlwll LHLLILS6T V6V, MU HMEV(LPeDD HeWV(LPHODITHS HLOPTHET HBISH6T 6UTLPEN6UF
QFHIGaL LWSTUB SIS HM& & (Ha,VBISET 6T6TLIENS )6 9y tiiailsD prmuwitiLi(h&lesTmevt.
BIDYFCIFTDFBAT. F/(15%EM6NT, [BT6VIY UITT

1. psiTemIewT: H1pdEHETHGHLD MLOTLJLD

LB O6vT6essT S LD H TS & BITLS6T, SO @evsdlw eurevrmmlev, Fmis wmaiw srevgglsr (Post-
Sangam or Ethical Period) ailewendseorss daspdlearmer. @eweu FHISHTL ()60 wddleor
STV L Se0Hd CHTLTHE aubSTID, Heunpmler Gummewrenio (content) wHmib uTalwev auigeauld

(poetic structure) oyp&lweumlev sp(h FnTewOWITET CoUMLITL 9L & &TL L3 60T.

S@BUICUT@BET wTHLID: F)STUSS0BHSI JYPSHDE

FBI% (3)VSHWmBIGET, Wwesllg euTpailer Lm 2 Vs bLaugdhensserter af o (Puram) whmio <%
suripailesr @eTLd SHewTBIGeTTRT HTHL (Aham) o &lweunenn (P eTewLILIBSSET.  B6TT6L,
F P& HTS @ BTeVECenT, @b 2 svalwev surpGeu Blewevwmmg (transient) steorm sHg16u S LiLiewL &
& (hSeWHd 6l&TeT(H), TMlaUHLD FLpsTwdF FLpedlsy wesflgher LilssTumm Geuestwrigwr K aluimest, 2 m dluirest
Y MOBYBemarts CUTIILIEDSHSG HBIS6T Heweow T CHToHBLOTHD 6% TesTLY (hHSH6VT.
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BTHOLT BT GG YDl YFldsaaptd

@pslw pailwisd wrLsefled wefls aurpallsT &DlsECasTaTsarTsd: &HBLILGBLLD HMLD, GILIT(HST,
@ et ef @ (Virtue, Wealth, Pleasure, Liberation/Moksha) sresteniid prpeum @l seflsy, &1pdssemnTd
BIeV&6T wHm epsitedpuld aill YPSIHCEH b5 péSlwggieud efldzser. Geauppled L HrvseT,
GOILILUTS FHSGDST, PUHS PLPsHsH IJmaiwemev swwwlithsSSw eurpailwisd eulflsr iqsHerTsGeo
IWHSHAT. Yewer SHaflwefls @upshsd, GHHIhUS SLewwaHeT, Yrfwed BFl, Fepslt GlurmlienTie)
QSweIDewn YWSIHT g LiienL_uiled aflerdssler.

Curgswer eomujib g JydHHeTepid

QbssF CFMley WEHs BTV, ClaumwGeaT FLBigGssT Frihs FU L S L BismerCur 9seg
OTF YEHENTUIBISDETCWIT 6EHHallsVemeD. LTMTSH, Yeweu surlpailsT g litenL o easrenoulled (HHgI
weslHelledr  HLewwsemar susmHrwMIGGHD Hnallwsd »wECuBSTTHEF GlFWeOLIL L 6T, LoTesTddlesr
plewevwirenio, Lmeld &ypndl (FEHsr Blwd)) wHmID HTeDL HDIOSHTRT LIVTHST (2971) H6V6VHI HiTLD
aflsver) Gursiin Sy liLwL g sogiauBisallsdlbhg WINSEST ST HLsDIHMET 2 WTiThgI, HTiEsL
uTensuiled pL s Ceusnrig et Heufuwishens @)eweu auedlujmisHBlerr. sTadr@eu, LI Ot pd>dH6uTdh 3,
BTEVS6T, SO B)VsSWSHHleT B3] @)eVEE s &TVHMBDH OlGTL BIF H6USHHET 6TOTEVTLD.

2. safwells upds aflagLilwmigseir

wesflg suripailedt g HHETLD, HjeUTHl H6vllILIL L §3(LpdhaELD. HMBTEVEHEIT 6 (HEUGHT H6dT LOUTEN S,
BLSGmW, CuFenFs CLent Goueiriqul (pswMEBen6T 6uedl|middleor.

2.1. suriisnwuyid )T QFTVSY LD

2 enremLoew it GuHSHeID, DAL b @)esflewowTas s CLEHSID HMeuTLed @ HLqLILIeDL_wTELD.
"@esflw 2_eTeuTs (B)TOTTSH T M6V

sesflwlpliug smilseuin sHmr."

- slmH @GP (@aflwenear gamev: 100)

allardasid: @)aTeFThHEH6T (&) (hH@GEUTSI, heustt SHewwwrer GFrhHasewerts GCudeug, Heflbhs
uLphkiser () mE@&Gurg), udfwupmeusit sriisewer allhoLl] o ewrLg) GuUTeTn WL ewWT@D. CLFFsD

9|erLy, Liswiley, 2 srenio QpFlw aflwpblwkiser @)Hdba Ceussvr(HLd.
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2.2. 9|L_&&HID 2 DL WID

O|L_&&LD, 6p(HEUSTTIET Mlewaui|d QMHMeNeOU|LD LITGIHTSH @D CHL WLT G LD.

"$Brda CILITHETT L_bBHHMS5 B)ddhLD

9| Fevfletroarn Hlevewev o _uilid@."
- HBEHSDT (SLbswemLsnw: 121)

aflaTdhEID: PHEUGT HaThGHL GCUTHET eTadTmI LHGHIE HTHs Ceusnrguig YL SHHHMBEW ) @LD.
gOleresfley, 2 ullisEhdhEH WwsHdh ST IgID FAPHs YoHHD Coum erHIabD (F)VeMeV. L &b,

CFsvausemsaill 1 Gluflu ellwiwrss &msliul L gi.

3. @)svevm HMILD Fepss el apLdlwimigser

GO surpaileYd, FupsTWSSleYD eflgeir HHM Geusttrigul HL_ewLOHEHLD, jeusst GLieswt

Geuelriqur 2 MepewM&HEHLD LHF ADLILITSS dnDLiLIL (HeTeTesT.

3.1. almBCsribLIsv

allphslerenrli CuUamisev eTeTLIg SHLOTleT sewsvwimt mwT@h. Ceuarmer Coumbid erevre
Yapliu@b Breviquimi, ellhbEsTibLedlssTy] o eTamILd urpsneuds dHe¥sTlqdhds ).

"Geuarrenten ouilsstn)] afl(hhH%wiiey CFiiwTeLD,

LOTERTLEDL_WI LOTHGT HL_6dT."
- prevguri (Qumbsewsenio: 161)

allaTd&HID: Fews sTedTen|LD LIGHTLISTY, afl(hhSleTisemar 2 LIFfldhsrios) 6p(heu6dT 2 63TLIZ| LOMTEUTL|eHL W

CFweL ysvev. ail(HHBlesTen I CLTHMIBHED, B)VVMGSHTEOI6HT HBISHTSH BL_EWLD.

3.2. wewa (Clsmemi )

auplweuisehds@d 2 $0uGsh IYMSSlT 2 FFTEE SHSLUULL G CuTHewersd GCFidg)

weauliLiewgallL, LuFThseflliLGs euripailesr Liuiesr.
"mreug) @)eTLILD sTesTeumlbgl, BjoodleVem6V
SleueurenLo gliLTGeur."

- lfls s (50)
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aflardasd: LInhds@Hs CasrhUuGs G)sTud sTar 2 euTibhgl, HeueurTm @)eV60TH QUMIEHLD BlensveniL
WL GSETHaUT, CILITHOTTEY LIWET VL WTHEUT T, FeDSHIWTY eu(HLD el pFFGuw Blewsvwi et

3)sdTLiLD.
3.3. sLeTULT®ID

P(HEUSHT H&T 2 ewpLiLimed aumlp Geuewr(HLd eTTLIMSGULD, HLTUL (B 6uTipeugl @)fleuTerg)

eTOTLIENG WD @)eTesrT BTMH LI 6uedlwmidHS5iIFH .
"6l )T HTeT HL6dTLIL TewLo () 6sflg)."
- @) ssteorm HTHLIG (29)

aflardaid: srarmaret (LpwHF ujenL_eI6T) 6TETLIOUST &L 6TLIL TLO6D 6UTLPLIGUEHT. WD (3)6V6VTHeu6sT
sLaTL( UG B)TLSWSS SITH (HISTUSMBSH SH(HLD). 6TaTG6u, H6T 2 wpliLiTed euTpeuBGs Fmibs

surpailwisd ailpLoLoma@Lb.

4. sumpallsr Blswsvwirenio @&M5H5 afl(LgLomidseir

LB OwTessTE DS HEwTH @ HTeVSH6T, 2 6vdlwed sumpailer Blewsvwmenwsmw (Instability of life)

LBeT(HID BT (HILD T 1gHHTL Ly, BleweVWITET HMSH6V BTl L b & meirerts Liswsfdsevr.

4.1. Qasveu HlewsvwiTenio

ClFsvauld p(heussil_gFled BlewsvwiTs @) (HoHHTHI. eTarGot, % B)(HbGHLCUTEH YmD ClFIg)
Wplyda CeuedT(HLD.

"Gleusitarid el FmbHHTL CLITEL Flewrd BHeuLD
sueTemsTemLo GlFiigiail v Couainr(hd, allewrha."
- previguiri (QFsveu Blemevwmenio: 1)

allardasid:  GlFsveumesrd Oleusrerd 2 ewL_bghl eu(heugdl GuTeL eubhgl GuUTGHL. sTerGou, I

B)hdGHDCUTCSH STLHleETLO6V susiTaTeTew (G\HTEML ) 6TEITENID HMHWEHF ClFigai Ceuswsr(hLd.

4.2. 2 1 60T BlewevwiTenLo

2 L 6V BlewevwNmg| TTLINS 2 awlihgl, SHewarll CLamieudleid Hmid GlFiieugdleid %euesrid
CFVISs CauesT(HLD.

"LERAQWITSS KTV @)MHmIt CUTeusm @, (LpedTSevr
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OBErAD & HSHICBM]."
- &1 wTlEETERS (4:5)

aflardaid: 2 L surergl Lehd Gumsvayd, Bredleny Gumsveayld staflgled oflbhaHICLITUSD @ LpsTEL, 2 65T
CBEpFsL Blemsvwirer MO BY W BlewesTdgF ClFwsvLIL & ClFTL BIE.

5. ssvall aflggLdlwikissr

IWTHG I MBIGHEHSGHD gL WTSHS Hevallewuid &IpoHHenTdh@ BHTevser Gurmmler.

9 MWle| eTCm Y PluiTs GlaFsveuib.

5.1. 9|WIGeu 9o

Amiuehaeypsvid Bredlssr QLwCr (Fmi+Lehatepavid - SevrL_migsSS), Amiweved), Fm)eupgsemevr,
Oup, OBmesd oW mbHer Caui) oib, QUTmer, @eTu, of[ sTOTEID HBIeTE 2 MIFL]
QU B SEsGD gLl . P, sall YPGEs e sTarts GUTHPLILGEDS.

"o MWIGeu @, sTesr HWlwis LB Gi."
- AmiuepFepeord (97)

allaTd&sID: D @ 6TeTLG BlewsOWmMMSl; HedTTe), HMWCau pHouUsIdhHdb HTVHMBH HL_Hb
aTHEL CUTHPLILGFEDSI. HValCw o HausnIdh @ IflallelsVTs ClFLNIGMBUILD LjFHDLPULD & (HLD.

5.2. gyWleayswLwimic QFwisv

Heval] EMHM6UTSHETleT &L ewLewuILl [HT6TLO6wT5H1g60d allardHSmg.

"BedTemLow|ld FeWLoWLD BTlg, HVLDGILIMS

SHeoTesTMleuTsD & TesrLIGeush Hermy."

- bresTLEwd a1 enss (1)

allaTdasID: G WleeDL WaITEHET, BTeWLD 6T&H|, HeWID 61% 6TTdF FTHTHS QYrmiiibhdl, BHETENLOHWIH
s LIy %1 euTpsGev FAmbsal. LGdhsDBleyL T FhdlssF GFwsvLIBID ailwwGw HevailuileT o F&Fib.
6. 9pFTriD LHMID BOGVTAPDEHLD

ANFTTECHETeM  HTL, HTDTL  surpallsd eppsusit Ulstupm  Geuswrigws  BHewL_ (LpsHM
sussnisemer (Hygienic and Social Codes) aflfleursd g midmg.
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"gpFrrm CHTLILG HEDLHE HMLOTTHSLD,

o760 gl wrsg CsfpHg."
- 9 FTr&HGHmemey (Limuilyib)

aflaTdhaEId: ppEsBISHeTeT OGTELIGCL HFTTID. YFTTLD 6TOTLIGI §p(HEUGT 6T(PHF(HdHH6D, 2 _6BTaMIH6V,
BrThse0, 2 ew ewflgpe Curerp GCFwevseafled etupmiiue. Ceussriguws BeLOGVT (P BI%6ifl6dT
QBTGHLILTEGLD. BVOVT(IPSHBLD cPsVGLd Y MeuTLpe FMd & Lb.

CL o Rl
LA QeramLpssamTsE HrossT, Qaunib salless OSTELL S0, Djear, FEs STOSST
afrid wHmId GsTewL rNedHbg FHEM allevd, Hesfloesfls s, B)sVVMd HL WO, Fopss b,
e as, sHsvall HMID BlepowTeniod SohgIa10 YIWIDDD ) WSHI0TH BB 1y, R LW Jm
wreug S0 o Barsalar. @boHTeVST, JYDSSTYI (Spafl) HTED plewewrer  @sbriid
sTeTLISS SUpE FeupssEhEs Shllss), o urpalue alilukismer Guenis srsser. @sTmi,
@b alllwBisEar SLOLPT LISHTLITL 19657 B|lqSSETLOTH 5% Lp)6dT DevT.
HTDHULIQUIeV:
1. ufGuevysi. (2_swr). (N.d.). FBHeGMET cLpeIpLd 2 _ewTujb. Hps Ceuefluf® / FTrsT LS.
2. smewwwrderd. (2 ewr). (N.d.). Brevgwri cpsowpd 2 ewrujb. sps Ceuefluf® / Lssflwiumr
Ulrgien.
3. wewGaum FAfwiser. (uddurdfwr). (N.d.). wHCeresr FpbHewTdhE Y MHBITVHET
(BresTLoewtldas iy ens, Slifles(Bsd, FAmILEhFepsVld, sTevTd)). Bluy, GlFepart Ld aneayeiv (NCBH).
4. wermiewp ewrwerti. (ugliy: o .Geu.sr.). (n.d.). upGwrf) Breyrm. o .Geu.sr. BTV
BlewevIwLD.
5. urevsidrwenflwer, &. (n.d.). gns Qesslweyd Fmsd  wEelw  GevdElwrpLd
(ug)CesTeRT S o SHemTH S HDISS iyl LigH)). enfleurFsi LIGLILISLD.
6. surgrmaermi, . (n.d.). s @VESw eureOTm - FBIG STV (FBIS WHaW STV LGSH).
FTHGSSW HTOSLO.
7. GQugeurullev wereflwmri. (uSlurdflwr). (n.d.). erréHCsTeneu. swaeu ASsThHs HTHLSIILS

HLPSHLD.

Copyright: Author(s) Available online: www.tamilmanam.in 269 \Page



http://www.tamilmanam.in/

SLALDI0EOTID FTUCSH &S SO S, WeNGLD - Tamil International R ch Journal of Tamil Studies ~ Vol. 4 Issue: 02 November 2025

References:

1. Balasubramanian, C. (n.d.). Sanga llakkiyamum Sangam Maruviya llakkiyamum [The Cankam literature
and the Post-Cankam literature]. Manivasagar Pathippagam.

2. Dharumaiyadheenam (Commentator). (n.d.). Naladiyar mulamum uraiyum [Naaladiyar: Original text
with commentary]. Pazhaniyappa Brothers / Kazhaga Veliyeedu.

3. Munrurai Araiyanar. (n.d.). Pazhamozhi Nantiru [Pazhamozhi Naanuru]. (U. V&é. Saminatha Iyer, Ed.).
U. Ve. Sa. Nil Nilayam.

4. Parimelazhagar (Commentator). (n.d.). Thirukkural milamum uraiyum [Thirukkural: Original text with
commentary]. (Tiruvalluvar, Author). Saardha Pathippagam / Kazhaga Veliyeedu.

5. Pathippasiriyar (Ed.). (n.d.). Pathinenkizhkanakku Araniilgal [The Dharma texts of the Eighteen Minor
Works]. New Century Book House (NCBH). (Includes: Nanmanikkadigai, Thirukadugam,
Sirupanchamoolam, Yeladhi).

6. Peruvayil Mulliyar. (n.d.). Acharakkovai [Acharakkovai]. Saiva Siddhanta Nl Pathippu Kazhagam.

7. Varadarajan, M. (n.d.). Tamil llakkiya Varalaru — Sanga Kalam [The history of Tamil literature: Cankam
age] (Includes Post-Cankam Period). Sahitya Akademi.

BT s Qewywreri 2 miF6wrf / Author Contribution Statement: @)svemsv/NIL
s enrwreri perPluyeny / Author Acknowledgement: G)svemsv/NIL
s Qenrwreri 2_migl6lwry)l / Author Declaration: @)ss1 Hlewrullsy steuails wpresorum@)ib
®)svsmev sTeiTm 2 M GwT 9 eaflsHCmer | declare that there is no competing interest in the

content and authorship of this scholarly work

License

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Our journal adopts CC BY License Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
http://Creativecommons.org//license/by/4.0/ . It allows using, reusing, distributing and reproducing of
the original work with proper citation.

Copyright: Author(s) Available online: www.tamilmanam.in 270\Page



http://www.tamilmanam.in/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

