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Abstract:
Literature serves as an invaluable mirror reflecting the life and ethos of a people. In this regard,

Sangam literature, a venerable corpus of ancient Tamil poetry, stands as a priceless repository,
safeguarding the intricate tapestry of life lived by ancient Tamils. Ancient Tamils ingeniously
categorized land into five distinct ecological zones, known as thinai, each imbued with its unique flora,
fauna, and human activities. Among these Aintinai (five thinai), the Neithal land, representing the coastal
and maritime regions, forms the focus of this study. The primary objective of this research is to delve
into the life and cultural constituents of the Neithal inhabitants (the Paratavar), specifically examining
their social organization, modes of worship, ingrained beliefs, traditional occupations, marriage customs,

and the profound practice of hospitality.
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