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Abstract:
This paper analyzes the domestic life and ethical framework of the hill-dwelling community

(Kuravar) as portrayed in the Kurinci (mountain region) poems within the Sangam literature anthology,
Kurunthogai. Recognizing that literature serves as a mirror reflecting the contemporary society, this
study focuses on specific verses that illustrate the deep, affectionate, and virtuous relationship (Illaram)
between the hero and heroine of the mountain lands. The analysis highlights that their marital union was
founded solely on mutual, intense love and affection (Anbu) rather than pre-existing kinship, as
exemplified by the famous verse, "Yayum Nyayum yar agiyaro..." (Kurunthogai 40). Furthermore, the
study examines the cultural ideals of compromise, eternal fidelity across lifetimes, and the emotional
resilience shown during necessary separation (for seeking wealth or fulfilling duty), ultimately
concluding that the Kurinci poems in Kurunthogai articulate a profound and sublime ethical standard of

love and commitment among the hill dwellers.
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