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Abstract:
Human societies are sustained through shared cultural narratives, among which myths and

literature play a crucial role in shaping and regulating collective life. These narratives often function to
legitimize and reinforce the ideologies of the ruling classes, ensuring conformity and social order. Yet,
within the same cultural framework, myths and literature also carry the potential to question authority
and articulate dissent. The Ramayana, as a foundational myth, upholds caste hierarchies and consolidates
social dominance through its symbolic structure. In contrast, Seethayanam reimagines and reclaims these
very myths, exposing the historical realities and inner workings of caste oppression. Through its re-
reading of myth, the novel cultivates a counter-discourse that challenges inherited hierarchies and
affirms a resistant consciousness. This paper explores how Seethayanam conceptualizes caste and

redefines myth as a site of ideological struggle and social critique.
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