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Abstract:

Kerala’s historical matrilineal sociocultural system, Marumakkathayam, and its associated practice of
Sambandham—a fluid, non-formalized union system—offer a compelling lens to interrogate the intersections of
caste, gender, and power in South Indian social organization. This paper examines how matrilineality, though
granting women unprecedented roles as heads of the Tarawad (maternal household) and stewards of property, was
deeply entangled with caste hierarchies that both empowered and constrained female agency. By centering the
dynamics of Sambandham, the study reveals how procreative alliances were negotiated to reinforce caste-specific
economic and political interests, with upper-caste women navigating controlled relationships to uphold purity
norms, while lower-caste women’s unions often reflected instrumental socioeconomic dependencies. The analysis
further situates Kerala’s matrilineal framework within a paradox: while it subverted patriarchal hegemony by
prioritizing maternal descent, it simultaneously entrenched caste power through strategic resource distribution and
gendered hierarchies. Cultural practices like the exception of breast exposure in rituals epitomize the symbolic
valorization of motherhood, yet underscore how such autonomy was policed by caste-bound social codes. The
eventual decline of Marumakkathayam in the 20th century—ushered by colonial legal reforms and
modernization—eroded women’s inherited rights, leaving a fragmented legacy that persists in contemporary
Kerala’s cultural memory and gender discourse. By challenging reductive portrayals of matrilineality as an
outright antithesis to patriarchy, the paper argues for a nuanced understanding of kinship as a site of both resistance
and complicity within structured social hierarchies. This study contributes to global dialogues on non-patriarchal
systems, emphasizing their complexity and the enduring influence of historical power structures on present-day

gender dynamics.
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#maaio (Abstract)

GamrerTTalleT sursdTHm LTSI (LPEHMIITET FOPSH-GOTFFTT HHLOLILITEIT LO(HLOGESSHSTUILD LOHMILD
9SS FIOLBSLILIL L HEWL_(LPeDDIITET FLDLBHSLD - 6p(H SlTeu, FT&HeWeVHDH H(HLOENT (LpewDemuids 6l TessTL_
Cseresflbslw Feps Yyewwliiled Frgl, uredlerd wHMID HS&ETrD HSlweuHmler Gloul (Hdbsemer
allerfés @m FiEsdhdnigwl GVTmea MYPLIGHEDG. @)\bs ey, sriieuyfl efi iger (Srreumt)
HEWEVEUTHOTTEH6 LD, CIFTEHGI556TI6IT LITHIHToUOTHETTHeLD ClLISHTS 6% @ (LPpeTOeT(HSGIF ClFevsVLILIL I
UTSSITBISEDET  eupBIlesrmepid, rdlfl  SeTewwwTearg  Frdl  @DMIEHGEHL T  HYLPLOTSH
Qevssiiu’ Gsrerg, @g1 Goidain Cusnseflst paauismer gglerrwellsgiserg). @)bs
u@luriiey Cued, Casrerrails srilsulf] &1 L sowlisnL @ @pBlemeouilsy sneusaslingl: gl sriiauLf
subgreusilevw psTanIflenliLBSSHIMSET VD AMTTHES YSbEss5ms WrHBlumLsESDS, G5
u»TWMISSIUL L. Feps GHOUTHBOTTL SHeraTenflbsiiul L sriilenwuilsr FeTarorer wgllienLs
QeuefliLiBSgHISmg. 20 b BTHDHTEIGED LO(HLLGHSSTWSSlT @)MIF) eurevTm - HrevesilGgion Fi L
FiFmSsmiser wHMID BeTfaTwwTsss) YHlweupmred emulL g - OCluswsrsefler wrrbufw
2 fewwsswer flGg, sNaTV Cohrearrallsst HVTFFTT BHlewesreyssr HMID LTeOlT alleuTHSBl6L (h
Aspevrer wrewu alll(hF6lFarmg). ursfwrisendsd Chiwrmrearsrs wrsflenw AssMliLensg FauTsv
QFwed, HL L woHBLILL L Fepd @HMISHLOESEHDSGH6T 6THTLIL wHMID @)ewTdhs Hlw @) TesTigesr
gerwrs 2 pejwamewl LflbgelsTarer GauabrBb sratm @)bhsd sUGar aurdBAms). @b e
YF&ETrd  Qupm sl Lewwliysefler Bigshs OCFveursemns euedluymissl, SlsTrd GuDTs
Sewwliyseflsy  geumpler AssVTaTSms  auedluymiGHId 2 evEeTTalll 2 eDTWTL 6V EHdbE
uBsaflsE ).

1. giplapain

Carergdler GHOU Hewwlienuls upyhl Gervigerd &eheherr UlsTewerullest & hdg15% 6T
woslwwrereney. &.Ul. 6 wHmib 7 b proprest(hsaflsy CarerrTals) whadhsTwD (HHews euflulley
Qerggifleonn) wl GG Gobss ToTUS SaEoLW Howuur®. poyslfselsr anosss
UerewrCr plovlililrydagien ewwliilev wpwedasssTwid (STiteufluilsy QFrsgifleww) wHmID FTd
SWLOLIL] 2 (HeUTETHTHLD, BLOLLBITEH6T Hhiser LTedlwed B)eTLSGIbETS BT GCLITSEhdSE &L
Fn LT sTodTml s L_ewerulll L sraHe b jeui eurgl L i,

6Tedflgni LD, Hafesr LoTey(L ailwsh MHMID euFeOTHM) DlieyH6T @)HSLI LITTeneueDI 6TH T dd6Tm6oT.
RCr STVSHL L SHF6V 10ESSHSTUIPLD LO(HLOGHSSTWPLD COeXist ClFiiw wpigujb. Cosrarrallsy, enLiwenTi
SlrTwsewsF CFihsd BLOLUS Maser wmwEssSSTWD Leatunmleri. Gua)b, Bruiissr, jbLsveurdlser,
BTLTERCeuri Hallisgs ST GH55TH Fraluileri, gmeui, GeuL i CuUTeTn LIpBIGLYullesT(Hd Hriisulf]
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2 flewwspwis Netumblesri. eresrGeu, W(HLGSHSTW Yewioliiler LTsuswey BLoLslflaseafler 'Limedluwisv

Ceup)' 6T6TD PHMME HTTNMTHE D &d HWODES (LPLg TS
LD(HLOGEHSH S TWI(IPLD FOLPSH Y BIST T (APLD

9. BTLTeBhCaurfler 9pH)da10
alleusmws Urysserts @) wmbs prwi Lflalerfler wmwssshsmwils Luredliwis) eurLpd:end L6t

BOLFTB6T F)emenThoseri. FTdl GeTewiow|d, HOMTL TN FTIBIGEHLD LT YIlbHbeme (h
BSTT SewliLTs wrHBlwg).

o BTWIHEREGHS SHip sSewmaser (Am HAaled wHmud Gurewisuts Ufleyser) @) BHHHeT.

wHESSSTWID LlestupPlu CaFamfles s, 'snT'ene ysiTaugeir cpsvld CsFb, ChFTgliLgglui,

SbusvliLmg CuUTeaTn 2 MewdH6T HlewL_dFHevr.

o WHEESSTWL LUTOlW 2 _meyssr cpsVld, BIOLSIT  BleolillrysgieudbsIL 6T  Q)enewntbgl
Garerralley BTLTEnGeurfleir QY FlEs 2 migl GlFinutiul L g.

o allousTw Flewgder srTer FsTr o fewwasGer CUTHTTSTT 2 MesEDETWLD FOLpSH
Sewwliswuujb Siwreflsgser. Ufllgeas BHlwaTnhiser @)bhs ewwliewu FLL LI Teunrs
9| b1 &l 56T

91, Tieulfl 2_Mewouid LITeWIs) FFHHS T (LpLD
W(HLOESHSSTWL LTedlwed 2 mey sTedTLgy) STilteulfl o fewio ewioliLilest suarigdluilsy Geuemedrmlw
LILPEBIG L9 L1 LILP&GBSS6IT 6TEFLOT G LD.

o @Flev  OCuenTens@GHl uredws) FSHBTWD YOS5 Swevrpswmullsst 2 flewsemer
BlreTulILSHBETRT @)L (LD FlWL_SHBHHI. YEBTTEV, HEWTEUST Y6VVG HLPHWSHHETIT BHhHews
S| BBIWISITTS QST

o gmiusufl 2 feww ewwliile sHewswmm Guhenssear (Children without a determined father)

Q(H PSS LTFFeneTiirsGaum &msLiLL ailsVsmev.
o gpeur® (urbusey GO af®) HTeT CLIGTTHEHSGLD & LPHENSHEEHDB G LITGISTLIL] Sefbdd).

o allwGamsvid fan @b STileuflF Fepssams "GunHenswTar Fepsd" sTerm GOILULNBSEDTI.
smieuflls uredlwed 2 _meaisd CUTMTewWEE @)L Lllvemsv; Cr CBrdbdley LIeVHL 6T LITed 6D
2o weuSHGIs ClaTeTer ClLIITEI&HEG D IS 2w @) ;b
woyHfsafer uriemsuullev: 'sTddbgeuupd’ afludsFTypLd
9. FTSHlujib LTedlwied 9 FHldaLpib
QpHureiled uredllued 2 peay wefglurarsrs QEvhsms CuTLGa, YFETT LIg Bl
Sewwliiler Ulrsflensstwimrseyd @) (hboHs5I.
*  DBHUESSFTUWSIST HNSHHTVI—GPHMSHT HTullsT GVSwSHE Caieuriser—srsrn iz,

woyglfseaflest LITedluisy 2 meydbEhd @ dFaHnIsHHe0 @)eVevrs FTalwLs LilsiTeranflemur oupmiglwigi.

o UFmewnTigsr sBIS6T 6\FThad & [ LDLBIS6TD 63 allglenwiuyb, LNyTwenTrsVevTs @ DL BI%efled

FOUbSHLD GFdGumrg) Coumy sp(f allglewwiuid LlssTumpilesri.
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o Qe srglEsrrfler all(HLLSSINE@G B)emwThISTS GlLmTSmards Gl&ETaTnialL B HTTD &) (HHSSI-
BITEUTERTLOTEIT LOTTeMLI ewHWTY 2 Wigd wllwurTengssww Geueflliubhss CeusTD 6TedTH
allGeTTHLOTET LIPS S (LPLD () (HbHSSI.

9. Caudl steirm WpsHlenT

o gFmsyevdlmg (Sankara Smriti) &g rrd) ClussTaEnL6T (3)(hdh @D CFTL TewL CETH LTSHELTS
UGSSTYID, Ulrrweweidsd 'Coudfwrswerd' wl B ywHldsss. sar@ou, Gasyerli
Ulrmwestiser @&Gsri Guassemer '2arioud] Govdbemasd CFibseum etedtm sHLGHI, jeuTsEHdE

urTglallrsgwid Couenriq wFlsVemev 6TedTM & TLOT6UTSSH6VTH .

o srewfliniyyi Fhisrer BOUSTAOUTI 96T  Fapmulitg, »Twi GLeTSsT LenTTarsny’

FOLBSLILIBHSSHIUSBET cpsvld ‘T HerTall(hHeTmesri .

o FUbBF 2 peysewer Geufwir HemiLeud’ eTOTMID, SHeTTWTET FIDLHSHMS H6dTevlaT-
SUWLNFFTTLD 6T63TMILD BLOLLSS6T & (HPlevrii.

o W(HEHSSTWL GLSTHERSGHL LInsEGL LrToenTds @Lhenssemer auiser FL L LiLiel
aurflers mGuTgh Y nissNEsalvens. GusT 2 mey wighs 2 L CarCuw, H BHH sflw
BT T 60T T T 6.

@). NUFFTTHSHMDBHTET 56V L_6960T
wsslw CaHrerdglev FibLbsL LTedlwed 2 meweuu)b alludFFTriemsud UNGg 0 LTTdoHeri.

o L1 FrFlESSTIEIL 6T 2 M6y ClEHTeTeUF BTt LIFFTTLONS &(HBLILIL L F).

o Guevsrdlli GlLHTaNId @ HLp FTBSHSTTOTT LIMEGLD &LHDBSHET H6eVd STIIHLODUIWLD FTH5H
Sriiswwepwild lEGD eTaTUSTY, Oluesefler 'siliwenn 2 mey' eluFFTrorss
Siriiuefsg OsTEHILTES HevTIqHELILL L F).

o . bgICuwCarTaflear ‘@ BbsICvasT  Breusdley @il BySAiur®h 8r GCrrisley L
CUesTHEHL 6T FIDLBHLD CEHTeTeugID, FOLbSESTIemrl Lflw al®Hbyh GusaTsaer “FéHs
anwLilFFril” eteTm ewpLiLigid @)bsL ussTuT B Letarenflenwds sl BSIng.

WTiLE eI aflevd@d 'CLosvpsssr (b HevaspLd'
9| CuevrswL yswiluyid S H1LT®H

GuevrenL g eflwrs Blewev eterm all GearrHLomest LIPdELD Cohyearts LisssTUTL 1460 &) (HhSS5I-

o o wi grHullert saliss LHp FrFl  QUaNTSEhsHE WTiewL  wWewDLLF FULLULg
oL CFILL 1y GHSSI-

o Fpoorgll Quentseaflar emsv GeuaflliLihGHev eretTLIgG Geumib 'afleTwdsleT SewL_WTartd
WL (HILOEVEV; HeUTHEWET 6TEflFBlD SeWLWITETID HTEwTOYLD, HeUTHWETEF FTThH b 6HTL TeMLD
allglgssir sHewLLilgdbsliLiL ey, euiseafl b 2 (HheuTEdEdmlgw &TWHmE S (HLILBSS6 LD
LWSTURSSOILI L @b Fupshs HHaIU)D Y@L

91, CLosvpedT(h) HeVHLD
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o gl 1859-@lsv FlpailgTmigm MV Blaphs GO HeVsD (FrearTi svamerT) SHTeT @)bHsb
LTS WeDDLUILF FLBISIT (PLg6dhEGHd &DILL.

¢ BEH0aD Glaumib 2w Hewfluyd FHbIrt GurrmiL (b i HLsvev; GluadTsaflsT 2 I ensvd
s OUu@SSuNBHS UsmETTHs LTedlwe) HHlébdh ) eMIDLIL|SF, 6THITTET HVSHLD Fn L & LD.

CL o

sruaufl wrdlflGhe Usesmw wrihew (spms ay), ghops SHUS GO DUBISEHSSD
(Single Couple Family) G rer #epssid wrpmid QupmCumrg), Lswpwr FHLLESSSTWILT LITed W) HjewLoLiL
ygdlw 'ggrery’ o ewriallsy ‘eflluFFrrid’ sterd Cametng OsrLmiSlwg). weouri CuwlCrs sulager
9PEms, @bs Yewwliy CuesTsetlstt  SDHUbIm TR  WFILNVeneCWweTMID,  eiluFFTTID
ureuLfleVemsLEWISTMID’ & (HGID CHrLuT 96T LFCH Blewev G gl BT 6Te0E dn IS MG, O(HLOSSHSST L
wriiler uredlwesd surpemey 'CHeusrd) wrLiler bFmIEeTTS WL HID uTHSHE HOTFFTT UTELTH]
TSWUTHET, STUIUF FUPSTWSIST 2 6TeTTihS Fepsks, GUTHETTSTIL LeiTerrswtlemiwiujib ) gHesT
BTEHMNE g liLienL_semerud seusflsasallsvemey stetrm Glsafleurdmgi.
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