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Foreword

It is with immense pleasure and a deep sense of commitment to universal justice that we introduce the
National Seminar on the Dimensions of Humn Rights in the History of Tamil Nadu. This seminar,
jointly hosted by the PG & Research Departments of Tamil and History, marks a significant convergence
of historical scholarship and ethical urgency. At a time when the fundamental values of dignity, equality,
and justice face complex challenges globally, our focus turns inward to the rich and often turbulent
history of Tamil Nadu. The purpose of this gathering is twofold: to critically examine the historical
foundations—from the ethical traditions of the Sangam Age to the institutionalized struggles of the Post-
Independence era—and to create a vibrant platform for scholars, activists, and students to engage with

contemporary human rights issues.

As Convenors, we express our sincere gratitude to our Management for their unwavering support in
making this collaborative endeavour possible. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the distinguished
speakers, dedicated organizing secretaries, the esteemed members of the advisory and organizing
committees, paper presenters, and participants whose valuable contributions will undoubtedly enhance
this academic dialogue. We also acknowledge the dedicated efforts of the organizing committee, faculty
members, and students, whose commitment and hard work have been instrumental in bringing this
conference to fruition. Our deepest gratitude also goes to the visionary Heads of the Departments of
Tamil, and History for their guidance and support. We sincerely acknowledge the contributions of
researchers, stakeholders, and generous sponsors, whose invaluable support has transformed this
conference from a vision into a remarkable reality. We hope this conference will not only shed new light
on the role of past movements (such as the Anti- Caste and Dravidian Movements) in shaping modern
rights discourse but will also empower every participant to become a proactive contributor towards
building a more just, inclusive, and equitable society. We warmly welcome all participants and look

forward to a day of profound intellectual exchange.
We appreciate your presence as we embark on this enriching and insightful journey together!

Dr. Prema, Associate Professor & Head Department of Tamil,

Holy Cross College (Autonomous),

Tiruchirappalli — 620002 Tamil Nadu, India

Dr. Theresa Rosetti. J Assistant Professor & Head, Department of History
Holy Cross College (Autonomous),

Tiruchirappalli — 620002 Tamil Nadu, India
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Rev. (Sr.) Dr.RAJAKUMARI P Pafron and Principal, Holy Cross College (Autonomous)
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About the Holy Cross College

Holy Cross College (Autonomous) Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, is a renowned Arts and
Science College for Women with a rich history dating back to its establishment in 1923.
Affiliated to Bharathidasan University, the college has been a pioneer in women's education
for 100 years. It's administered by the Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod, Tiruchirappalli
Province. In recognition of its services to the cause of women's education, for several decades,
the College was granted autonomous status in 1987 by the Bharathidasan University. It was
accredited by National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) in 2020 (4th Cycle) with
A++ with CGPA Score of 3.75 on a 4.0 scale. The college was recognized by UGC as 'college
with Potential for Excellence' in October 2011 and the CPE status has been extended till 2022.
As per the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) by MHRD, the college secured
52nd rank in 2025 out of 4,030 participating Colleges



About the PG & Research Department of History

The Department of History was established in the year 1972 with an intermediate course under
the headship of Rev.Sr.Fabiana, Professor of History. The Department was upgraded to the
status of Research department in 2012 so as to provide Research facilities for students. The
post-Graduation in History was started in 2017. The Department houses a museum
established in 2009 that contains exhibits of coins, Palm leaf manuscripts, stamp collection,
and fossil wood.

The Department focuses on creating genuine bureaucrats for nation- building by providing a
platform through Holy Cross IAS Academy which commenced in the year 2017. The Crossian
Museum was established in 2020 mainly to highlight the historical journey of Holy cross
college from 1923. The history department celebrated its golden jubilee in 2022.
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About the Conference

The Human Rights Day Conference, titled on the Dimensions of Human Rights in the History
of Tamil Nadu is to inculcate the universal values of dignity, equality, and justice for all. This
seminar aims to create a meaningful platform for academicians, students, professionals, and
human rights advocates to come together and discuss contemporary issues, challenges, and
opportunities in safeguarding human rights in today's world. It explores the role state
governments includes promoting equality, implementing social security, and conducting
human rights awareness programs, while continuing to address ongoing issues and ensure

the effectiveness of its legal and institutional frameworks. With a focus on promoting



awareness, strengthening democratic values, and empowering individuals to contribute
toward a just and inclusive society.Objectives of the Conference (Synthesized)
Based on the theme and description, the key objectives are to:

1. Inculcate Universal Values: Promote the universal values of dignity, equality, and

justice among academicians, students, and professionals.

2. Create a Platform for Discussion: Establish a meaningful platform to discuss

contemporary issues, challenges, and opportunities in safeguarding human rights today.

3. Explore State Role: Analyze the role of state governments, including promoting

equality, implementing social security, and conducting human rights awareness

programs.

4. Strengthen Democratic Values: Focus on strengthening democratic values and

empowering individuals to contribute toward a just and inclusive society.

5. Historical Analysis: Provide a comprehensive historical analysis of human rights

dimensions in Tamil Nadu, from the Sangam Age to the Post-Independence Era.
PG & RESEARCH DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
Theme and Sub-themes
The seminar explores the dimensions of human rights across different historical periods and
societal contexts in Tamil Nadu:
1. Historical Foundations of Human Rights in Tamil Nadu

e The Sangam Age and Early Tamil Ethical Traditions on Human Dignity and Justice

 Women’s Rights and Social Roles in Ancient Tamil Literature

e Land, Labour, and Rights: The Evolution of Agrarian Justice in Early Tamil Society

e Caste, Religion, and Human Rights: A Historical Perspective from Chola to Nayak

Periods

2. Colonial and Pre-Independence Era

¢ The Anti-Caste and Self-Respect Movements as Human Rights Struggles

o E.V. Ramasamy (Periyar) and the Philosophy of Equality and Rationalism

e Women’s Emancipation Movements during the Colonial Period in Tamil Nadu

3. Post-Independence Tamil Nadu

e The Dravidian Movement and the Institutionalization of Social Justice

e Reservation Policies and the Right to Equality in Tamil Nadu

e Freedom of Expression and Political Dissent in Tamil Nadu’s Democratic Culture

o Contemporary Human Rights Issues (Dalit Rights, Rights of Fisher folk, Transgender

Rights Movements, Labour Rights in Industrial/Textile Sectors)
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Conference Note
This one-day National Seminar, focusing on Dimensions of Human Rights in the History
of Tamil Nadu, is a collaborative initiative between the PG & Research Departments of Tamil
and History. It serves as a crucial platform for researchers to contribute to the discourse on

human rights, with accepted papers being published in a book with a book with ISSN number.
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Periyar Paradigm: Human Rights and Social Transformation

D. Abul Fazal,
Assistant professor & Head, Department of History
Islamiah College (Autonomous), Vaniyambadi

Periyar paradigm represents one of the most radical and transformative frameworks in
modern Indian social thought. Rooted in the ideas of E.V. Ramasamy “Periyar,” this
paradigm challenges entrenched hierarchies and envisions a society grounded in equality,
dignity, and rationality. Periyar’s philosophy is not merely a critique of oppression; it is a
blueprint for human rights—centered social transformation.

At the heart of the Periyar paradigm lies an uncompromising commitment to human dignity.
Periyar argued that no society can claim to be just if birth determines one’s opportunities,
status, or rights. His critique of caste was therefore not only a social argument but a human
rights argument. By exposing the structural violence embedded in caste practices, he
reframed social inequality as a violation of fundamental human freedoms. This perspective
continues to influence contemporary debates on social justice, affirmative action, and
equality before the law.

The transformative power of Periyar’s ideas lies in their insistence on structural change. He
understood that social transformation requires more than moral appeals—it demands
institutional reform, political participation, and collective action. His movement mobilized
marginalized communities, reshaped public consciousness, and laid the foundation for
progressive policies in Tamil Nadu, including social welfare programs, educational access,
and anti-discrimination measures.

Today, the Periyar paradigm continues to inspire activists, scholars, and policymakers. Its
relevance extends beyond Tamil Nadu, offering a universal framework for confronting
inequality and defending human rights. In an era marked by rising polarization and persistent
social injustices, Periyar’s call for equality, rationality, and human dignity serves as a
powerful reminder that true social transformation begins with challenging the structures that
deny people their fundamental rights.
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Mahakaviyin SamathuvaKural
Abstract

Summary of Mahakavi's Equality: Depriving the basic moral rights of human society,
enslaving people, exploiting the labor of the rich to expand the economy, looking at fellow
human beings with hatred, and denying the right to food are human rights violations. In order
to eliminate these violations; In Mahakavi's poems, the innumerable sufferings caused by
Varunasiram created by human society forgetting the value of all life, the joy seen by the new
world without division of master-slave, poor-rich, education that supports a person to gain
social value and live a poverty-free life, the distinction of caste and race is removed by the
standard of equal rights from the king of the country to the common man. There are packages
of ideas that pull the blood vessels of the people like measuring, establishing a revolution of
equality between men and women. All of them burn like flames of fire to turn the world's
attention towards them and establish equality.
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Women's rights in Purananooru

Abstract

Literature is meant for the betterment of human society. Literature is a mirror of the time in
which it emerged. Literature embodies the moral values that form the basis for the
development and flourishing of humanity; it embodies the thoughts of personality. Sangam
literature plays an important role among them. Women occupy an important place in Sangam
literature. Women who lived in harmony with everything, including virtue and oblivion, love and
pleasure, and nature, became the roots of Sangam literature because they were endowed
with unique talents. The Sangappas are not only special in being composed with women in
mind. The great speciality is that women composed the poems. Women not only excelled in
improving domestic life, but also in courage, clarity of thought, keen observation, artistic
wisdom and scholarly ability. Such special women were the fertile ground for courage in the
Purananutra, an epic poem that talks about love and courage. The purpose of the article is to
examine what rights they had. 1. The right to share 2. The right to give gifts 3. The right to be
hospitable 4. The right to stop fighting 5. The right to send one's family
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Human rights in Bharathiar's poems.

Research summary
Humans need essential rights to live freely and well. These can be called free rights. The right
to life, the right to freedom, the right to culture, the right to education. These are important. In
the twentieth century, many groups and movements have thought about human rights and
brought about many kinds of changes. With that in mind, the aim of the study is to examine
social rights in Bharathi's poems.
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Human Rights in Sangam Literature

ABSTRACT

Sangam literature is a pure poetic representation of the lives of the people of the
Sangam period, their desires, and their feelings. They divide the life elements of the Tamil
people who stood firm into internal and external aspects and portray them in a beautiful way
with appropriate literary principles and theories. All of Sangam literature is a rich repository of
life-giving ideas. Characteristics found in great literature such as commonality, dignity,
restraint, duty, education, women's rights, love and marriage, family, hospitality, chastity,

humanity, charity, unity, and courage are explained here.
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Periyar and Women's Rights
Abstract
Women's rights are one of the many reasons why the development of the country is

hindered. There is no doubt that by giving priority to women, society progresses very quickly
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and a woman can come out of the problems found in practice. In the feudal society, women
were kept confined to the house and denied foreign relations. Patriarchy raised its head as
chastity was imposed only on women. All the rights of women were denied. They were
oppressed. Their feelings were not respected. Periyar raised his voice for the women's
community, emphasizing that, "If women are taught both education and profession by their
parents, they will have the power to earn property," and the methods shown by Periyar for the
women's renaissance can be seen in this article.
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WOMEN'S RIGHTS THOUGHTS IN THE NOVEL BUDTHAM VEEDU

Abstract

Tamil, one of the ancient languages, is fighting with its head held high, having gained
the status of a classical language. The literary development that religions have given to the
Tamil language is growing as a part of it. Tamil and religion are inseparably related to each
other. Just as Christianity has developed itself in Tamil Nadu from the West, Tamil Nadu is
also developing the Tamil language. jk; gzpia is playing a role in the Tamil language. One of
those fields is the novel. Literature. A novel is a story or a program. It creates awareness to

understand the many events that occur in human life as a leaf and a leaf. They create
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awareness to act on the trend of the world. Otherwise, Budtham Veedu is how the women of
Budtham Veedu are excluded by the men of their house. Their rights are being taken away.
The purpose of this book is to show how | am subjected to many hardships such as not being
able to express my thoughts. The great movement that sowed the seeds of the rights of the
oppressed, the great movement that brought them progress socially, feminism, is something
that has spread around the world. It was sown in the 15th century and began to grow and
spread. It was only in the 19th century that the status of women in the family, suicide, female
birth, husband and wife relationship status, marriage, in an environment where there are two
women in the same house, when their eldest is the youngest, there should be a change in the
mentality of the society so that women are not considered a burden but a joy. If women are
respected and respected instead of being considered a nuisance, the entire society will gain
pride and prosperity. For that, a positive value about a woman should be deeply instilled in the
hearts from a young age. Women should have the same economic freedom as men, the right
to education according to the ability of women to declare, freedom from the unnecessary
control of parents, giving priority to the wishes of women over the wishes of their parents in
marriage, freedom from religion, culture, and slavery. The author Hephzibah Kesudas

emphasized these ideas through the novel.
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Human Rights in Ettuthogai
Abstract

Literature is created for the human society to live with dignity. Although literature
originates from human life, it serves as a guide for their lives. All humans born in the world are
entitled to equal rights. The concept of human rights has been formed since the day human
society began to live as a group. Sangam literature, which is ancient Tamil literature, explains
that all humans living in the world are equal and common by birth.

Literature contains the paths that a human being should follow at every stage of his
life, the leadership qualities, and the duties he must fulfill to live as a human being,
transcending caste and religious differences. The right to life is considered the foundation of
human rights. Such a foundation is based on various foundations in human life such as love,
marriage, divorce, companionship, friendship, death, and fear.

Love and bravery have been cultural elements of ancient Tamil life. The purpose of
this article is to examine the human rights that such elements can achieve in individual life,

social life, and the lives of kings through the eight volumes of Sangam literature.
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Bharathidasan Kavithaikalil Manitha urimai sinthanaigal
Abstract

Bharathidasan, widely celebrated as the “Revolutionary Poet” of Tamil literature,
powerfully articulated human rights ideals through his poetry. His works strongly emphasize
social justice, equality, women’s liberation, the right to education, linguistic rights, and the
political-social rights of marginalized communities. This article analyses selected poems of
Bharathidasan to explore the nature and impact of the human rights perspectives embedded

in his writings, as well as their role in shaping social awareness. It also examines how his
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poetic language, imagery, and revolutionary thought contributed to advancing civil and human
rights discourse in 20th-century Tamil society. Overall, the study highlights Bharathidasan’s
significant literary contribution to the development of human rights consciousness within Tamil
cultural and social contexts.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND LITERARY TRENDS

Abstract

May the common good of peace, freedom, and justice prevail throughout the world,
and may individual dignity be preserved Human rights are the most essential platform for the
protection and flourishing of human life. Realizing the indispensability of human rights, they
can only be attained Commendable policies have been implemented across the country over
time to ensure that people can receive and enjoy education without hindrance. There is no
doubt that only if we gain clarity about the fundamental human rights that belong to every

human being born as a human being can all of humanity fully enjoy their human rights.
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There can be no literature that does not promote individual excellence and the development
of humanity. Therefore, in order to convey human rights ideas in a polite manner, elements of
human rights culture should be cultivated in the minds of the people. Literary ideas, no matter
in our language, should be translated to help us overcome the difficulties of life and learn the
value of human rights. The noble aims of improving people are inextricably embedded in the
roots of literature, and knowing them well will help people to become virtuous. Literature
stands tall in society like fruitful trees. It establishes what is 'excellent' in society and helps
people develop their character Literature is the basis for the cultural development of society.
The aim is to study the way in which human rights are embodied in such literature and their

development.
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Abstract

Father Periyar's feminist ideas were more progressive and revolutionary than his time.
Feminism aims to combat gender discrimination and inequality against women and to achieve
equal rights in social, political, economic and personal spheres. His ideas remain the basis for
women's liberation and gender equality to this day. The aim of the study is to highlight Father
Periyar's feminist ideas that provided such rights to women.
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ABSTRACT
The novel "Verukku Neer" (1973) examines the erosion of Gandhian ideals in
independent India. It is based on field research in Bihar and Calcutta. Essentially, it depicts
the denial of political correctness and social justice. The plight of the poor and the denial of
their right to livelihood, which was promised during the freedom struggle, is prioritized. It shows

how the power of money and power struggles in the society of the day erodes fundamental
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rights. The novel makes us realize that the decay of individual morality affects the very roots
of society. The humiliation and neglect that honest protesters face in a corrupt political
environment are described. The novel speaks out for rights such as human dignity, freedom
from poverty, and political non-discrimination. The novel emphasizes the need for a rethink for
social change. It is a document that highlights the need to protect fundamental rights and water
the nation's roots.
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Thol Tamilar Samugathil Manitha Urimai Merlgal
Abstract
Tamil society is a society with a long history and unbroken continuity. In such a social
system, literature and legends testify to the worship of female deities like Kotravai, Kadukezhu
Selvi, Thunagaiyar Selvi, Mudevi as mother goddesses. Aay, Gnai, Yai in Sangam literature
all refer to the mother. A man who thought about the greatness of birth worshipped his mother.

Tamils lived as a matriarchal society with such a woman as the leader.
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The worship of female deities and the nature of those deities have shown the thinking
of women as a broad purpose. It can be seen that women who were with a communal mindset
were forced to worship their own goddess first and involve her in rituals for them and were
relegated to a secondary position depending on men. Literature has not failed to point out that
women in a patriarchal society were not only dependent on men but were also forced to live
in @ miserable condition of being slaves to them and losing the right to express their likes and
dislikes.
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Thirukkural shows women's rights

Abstract

Thirukkural is based on social justice, morality and equality. In these, it directly and
indirectly discusses the role, value and rights of women in the family. It emphasizes their
knowledge, chastity, support, and equal responsibilities. Thiruvalluvar has mentioned that their
chastity, eloquence, knowledge and high qualities determine the nature of family life. Thus, in
Thirukkural, women are given equal respect and indirect rights to decide decisions. Through
this, it is possible to understand the vision of equality and their important role in the family
system. Thirukkural highlights the role played by women in the family system. Thirukkural
presents the respect and independence of women as the core of family life.
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE NOVEL THIYAGA BHOOMI
ABSTRACT

The study of human rights in the novel Tyaga Bhoomi focuses on the struggle for
human rights and justice that the novel presents on social, political, and personal levels. The
novel explores the violence and brutality of the Partition era, and how it simultaneously reveals
noble values such as humanity, justice, and self-sacrifice. This study focuses on the political
environment that oppresses human rights and the efforts people make to liberate themselves
from it.

HlwirsLpid) LhHlerddlev wevfla 2 fewogker
QY UINTF Fr(HdBHLD

Flwrs Ll preusdlsy wefls 2 Mewiser liley eTedTLS FopdH> YTdlwisd LHMILD
saiLr L serhisellsd  Breasd) sTewaus@i  wefls o feowser wHMID BT
GuIrrml L $6ms ewWTSHsS C&HTeTL gl bhreusv> Lifallewer &Tevdbsler eusTpenm LOHMILD
wells EssseTD> wHnid 8 Fwwid wefls Crwid> &), whHmid Fw Hwursd GursTy
Apbhs allWlwBissT sTeuaurm GleuafliLI(HSlTM 6T TETLIENS TSNS Wwesfls 2 flewinsemear
205G Yrfwed G wHnId YHOBHS elGsme Clup wellgissr GonelsTsirenL
pupAsst Qs el Woalw seard CUDISISTDET. Fups B wHDID RHHG LD
Uiflaflenesr srevgdlest Feps yrflwed @Guedlsd spB)dbaslLL L suiseflsr 2 flewisenear breisy
T(HSHIWTHSIDGI. @SS HewT Feipd bHlbsTear GUITTL L Bisenear> @&mlliurs Llflallenesullsr
Gurgl BLBS CaTHTLIET Blspaysemer™> wefls 2 MlanwEer WMOSOTTS (LpeiTewaudHEng).
Sefliiul L 2 flewwassr whHmIb FSHETD St L &SHSITD, SWrsd> wHMID HbeDs
BeoBniSsis0 GUIETn SHUOLTHTSST BHrasdlsd) sTelTn  pa W TeriLI{HHsTner
eTeiTLIENS @)bs Yliley YITUIS DGl wWeflHTHeT SHniGHsT 2 flewwsemer BleweVBTL L LD,
BHBIGETST ML ITETHWS UTHISHTHELD Cumelsrsrepd GurrTlL kisewer  @)g)
T(DSSIGHTLHBMGI. IgliswL wesflEChwid weflgeflar W(HessSaTLTar 6GlFWLHMOTS
QarenTL esllpiaeeru)in> GHiepDWITET, T WTIILTETERD GHTaTL 1esgiHaeruib
AspMsalngl. wallgGpusslsr Il phHGTRIS®eTUD>  BS  wHYID  @F)réHs
2 ewiremeuwld @)g ullymisaiSngl. ealpsmevdssTear GasLsv Lfaleweardgl Lisr>
DLW 2 BHAUTES D>  FssHFly  wells 2 flwwsmer  pleeVBINISSe| D
Cupelsrererii@ pupAsemer prais sridlubssisng. Qs 2605 wsmnuilsd;bs


mailto:anuselva007@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3756-2354

allPgewev GUMIISDHEBTET eflsGHVsSler GeTLTdfAwrer GCurrTl L S5 GUlSS DI
SHGIUD WHMID YTLEHID HTeusL> igliLienl weflsd allWlwBisenerujn> Slwimedaler
WPESBWSGIuSHMBULD HHgleu FHwTHa D> YeTils FHwursan aleurslsslng. @)s wefls
o _flemwsewer o ewriasefler 9qlitenLullgb> weflsrilrearsgler g liLienL_uilg)ib
S EIGEINETE
15. yeweroui ur.GorECsvr
o salliCuyrAfwi
SIOlYTileySgImm, Leshls FApiemeu gesrermi_Fd sevepri], slmaFArmiiusrafl 620 002
Ph. No — 8754884622, E-Mail :imaculate@hcctrichy.ac.in
Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4741-7976
Dr.B.Imaculate, Asst.Prof.in.Tamil, Holy Cross College (Autonomouse),
Tiruchirappalli — 620 002

Bharathiyarin Pennurimai Sinthanaigal
Abstract

Bharathiyar, who was the pioneer of modern Tamil poets, is considered one of the best
literary figures in the Tamil language. Women's liberation is revealed in Bharathiyar's
imagination. He sings that women's liberation is necessary to get rid of the darkness of slavery.
When women are respected, society shines. Because women's participation is also necessary
for the movement of a society. There is no development without women. Women are natural.
It can be realized that Bharathi had a strong sense of rejection of women's slavery. Bharathiyar
had a great desire to get rid of social barriers against women. He emphasizes the idea of
women's rights that men and women are equal. Bharathi's woman is equal to men. She is
entitled. She is proud. She innovates the Vaiyagam. She says that unwanted marriage and
child marriage are not allowed. He says that women should be given the right to leave their
husbands after marriage if they wish, or to not marry at all, and to work independently and live
with dignity. He has portrayed Panchali as a brave woman who fights against the injustice
done to her. Thus, the purpose of this article is to examine Bharathiyar's views on women's
rights.
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Feminist Thoughts in Dalit Short Stories

Abstract

Feminism is a major topic discussed worldwide today. Feminism is based on the equality of
men and women. Today, women's rights and progress are social problems. Scholars who
advocate the concept of feminist thought say that lack of education is the primary cause of
female slavery. Sexual oppression and traditional religious cultures enslave women. In our
social system, the patriarchal function of the family is the cause of such female slavery. This
study aims to talk about feminism or to study Dalit feminism. To study this, it is first necessary
to study the status of women in society. Furthermore, feminism, definitions, theories, and
movements are studied in this study.

Women are oppressed on many levels such as sexuality, economics, caste, and religion. The
patriarchal oppression of dominant and middle caste women and Dalit women at the bottom
is different. Except for Dalit women, other women are oppressed by men only in the status of
‘women’. But Dalit women, in the status of women, are also oppressed by Dalit men (of their
own caste). That is why a separate context for Dalit feminism is necessary in today’s (society)

period.
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Bharathidasan Padaippukalil Penurimai Sinthanaigal

ABSTRACT

Bharathidasan, who was determined to respect man as a human being and to provide equal
rights to all human beings, sang many revolutionary songs for the rights of the people and
created a desire for rights in the minds of the people. In his songs, human rights such as
women's rights, caste rejection, rationality, common ownership, and the importance of
education are emphasized. He emphasized that women should be educated, live freely, and
be given equal rights. Pavendar Bharathidasan fought against caste division, for the equality

of society. For the rights of the people, for the rights of workers, and for women's rights. From
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ancient times to the present day, women have seen many stages of development, but they
have been fighting for their rights at every stage. In such a context, the purpose of this article
is to examine the women's rights ideas contained in Bharathidasan's songs.
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Human rights in Sangam literature

Abstract

human society as high moral principles. It is characterized by various special elements of
social development. Love and bravery are mentioned with pride among them. Both of these
have been considered cultural elements of ancient Tamil life. The poets of the Sangam period
are the ones who made the glory and exaltation of the Tamil language known to the world by
highlighting these two elements. The idea of equality that all the rights that belong to one's
own belong to others is found in the songs of Kaniyan Poonkundranara,; Paranar, Uraiyur,

Enichcheri Mudamosiyara,; Nannanagar. Nakkheeranar, Pidavur, Kizharmagan Perunjattan
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etc. The right to life is to live in a place of one's choice without fear, without danger, without
threat, without hunger, and without hunger. The kings of the Sangam period not only protected
the people from suffering, but also provided them with means to live without fear and hunger.
Even when people were sleeping, they kept thinking about the people. This article examines
the ability of these poets to express in their songs the human rights that can be obtained in
individual life, social life, and the state life related to society.
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Kurunthogaiyum ManithaUrimaiyum
ABSTRACT : By virtue of being born human, the inherent rights that a person naturally

possesses are known as human rights. We call the rights necessary for the freedom, dignity
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and interests of man as human rights. Sometimes we call human rights as fundamental
rights, natural rights, birth rights and inherent rights because human rights are considered to
be very important to human beings.

It is his right to be born human and assert his rights beyond caste, creed, sex, race
and nationality. Such human rights messages are found in the short volume. This article is
intended to reveal them.
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Socio-cultural economic rights

Abstract

Accomplishing the basic needs of life, eliminating inequalities, increasing opportunities
for convenience, maintaining and protecting the cultural elements of one's race, country,
language, and carrying out a life with the symbols of the society one belongs to are the
characteristics of socio-cultural economic rights. It is essential to enjoy the benefits of rights
such as individual life and political rights, without these rights people can get their social value
and perform their duties as a citizen. This is the basis of all other rights. The purpose of this
study is to investigate various rights regarding the fact that the Tamils of the Sangam era
excelled in such rights and recorded the cultural elements.
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Human Rights in Literature then and now

Abstract

All things change with time except change. The rights that were limited and
narrowed in the period of the monarchy have been subject to various changes in the
democracy and time environment and its boundaries have expanded. Rights, which are
the life characteristics that have been taught and realized as virtues and morals, are
established through the enacted laws. The ancient Tamils did not know the law. They
followed the rights as moral norms throughout their life.
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Human rights in Dalit Kavithai

Abstract

Although modern poetry was written in Tamil from the time of Bharathi's visual poetry,
it was only towards the end of the twentieth century that the voices of Dalits were heard in this
genre. The celebrations of Ambedkar's centenary gave a boost to Dalit literary efforts across
India. In Tamil, journals like Dalit Murasu and Puthi Kodangi took an active part in bringing out
Dalit literature, and universities included Dalit literature in their curriculum. Dalit literary studies
flourished in the academic world. Dalit writers produced important works in all genres of
modern literature. They wrote against economic disparities and caste differences. The number
of works increased to the point of writing a literary history of Dalit modern poetry in Tamil. It is
the need of the hour to study the subject of human rights in Dalit modern poetry. The aim of
the study is to establish an egalitarian society without caste differences. The study
hypothesizes that Dalit modern poets paid more attention to caste differences than to class
differences.

H6V3 Hallendmatiev wesflsd 2 flewLosmssir

QRUINF Fr(HdH LD

s urrdulsr s ds salmssar srosl L 5RO mEEs Lsibhsallamsser
TSI L TID, @BUSTD BrHDTETY T QmSuilsTer H60551%56f6T 2 155G TR
@lsuauemEemindGer CHLl & WPiybhHHl. CuGsHTleT HTrHmTenT(h allpTd Gl&HTedTL ML L BideiT
@hw eralley 5605 Gevsslw WunHAsemarts LuTaiTESWSG. S F0lGuprar, Ll
CarLmmd Curepy @)sipsH6r $605 Gevsdwnisemar GeueasCsTenTiauglsd Sallrb Sri g er
LVHDVEHHBIGST  Ha0s@evbsdwbmstt urrnlfalls Goidgsis Oaraier. 560
Qevsalw Y iieyser I liadls GlumSlaT. H60% eTIPSSTETTEHET BaTew (§)evdhs Wiss]er

WIS UNEBEMLOSHATIYID (LPHHWIDTET LIHL_LIL|SHDETSH SHbHHETT. euidHseT ClUTHeTTSTr


mailto:shobaamutha1980@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-1226-7463

CoumurHsst wHmID FTHw Ceumur®h HEHdH6\ESlTTs eTSleri. Sl $605 Lgibsallens
@)evsFlweurerm TPGHID BeTeYdHE YdhHhIGH6T GlLHIIRT. H60d5 LpHlbsallenspsefed evfls
2 flewiwser eraTH CUT(HWTEWWEDW Ylilugh HTVSHFlOT CoHeweuwiTs 2 6T6MLHl. FIH
CaumiurLmm FdhgHieu FLPSTWID YeWLILIg uialler CHTHELTEHD. 605 L|gIHEallEhTHsT
auidhas CoumurHsenerail Fralw CaumiumBs6r HHVC6 e HeueTLD 6\FaIHS6VTT 6T6OTLIG)

a6t & (% CHTerT@Ld

23. &. B/
o galliGuyrdwi

SUlpTiieydbgienm, Lefls Asieneu seirem ddb v, Slmafrmiiusref - 620 002
Ph.No — 9362144278, Email — sindhusammu2022@gmail.com,
Orcid: https://orcid.org/0009-0009-8656-5013
K.Sindhu, Asst.Prof.in Tamil, Holy Cross College (Autonomous)Tiruchirappalli -02

Attruppadaaiyin Manitha Urimai

Abstract

Human rights are the most basic rights for human life. Rights are a combination of what
we expect from others and what others expect from us. The basic needs of human life are
food, clothing, speech, health, education, etc. All these are fundamental rights. When we try
to see the development of human rights, even if we cannot directly say that they are human
rights, we can see many incidents related to human rights in some way. | am trying to find out
through the research article that the Aatrupadi community was a society without discrimination.
The Aatrupadi community of the Sangam period went safely everywhere and established its
rights. Their life story is a reminder of this. The purpose and purpose of this research article is
to.
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Abstract

The Irular people have been living in a chosen geographical area for ages, maintaining
a long-standing tradition. They are an indigenous tribal group who live without any basic
amenities. Living without interest in economics or education, they rely solely on hunting tools
for their survival. Those who guarded the lands until yesterday are still living in a state of
oppression, further withdrawn, and have not achieved self-upliftment. The current study aims
to shed light on the lives of these lrular people by discussing their clan structure, religious
beliefs, simple life, traditional knowledge, right to life, the impact of authority, and their struggle

to reclaim their rights, thereby articulating their right to life and security.
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Sathaga lllakiyangali Manitha Urimai Kotpadugal
Abstract:

The Sadaka literature emerged after the 17th century. It is a collection of 100 poems.
Although these Sadaka literatures do not directly address the modern legal framework of
human rights, they indirectly emphasize the basic morals and social obligations of human
rights. When they point out the moral obligations that individuals in a society must adhere to
each other, they also talk about rights. It deeply and emphatically highlights the innumerable

rights that human society must follow, such as the right to social justice, the right to freedom
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of expression, the value of education and knowledge, the right to the poor, the right to
livelihood, and the right to equality. The essence of the study is to reveal that the foundation
of the Sadaka is the idea that dignity, justice, and security will be naturally ensured in society
without any legal requirement as a result of everyone following their duties correctly.
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Pathuppattil Manitha Urimaigal
Abstract :

According to scholars, religiously and philosophically, man considers himself
superior to other creatures. The word man means one who thinks. A man has devised a way
of life in which he lives in harmony with his fellow man, without being hindered by others and
without providing the means to attain his rights. It emphasizes peace, virtue, and morality in
society, and enhances human dignity. Tamil literature exemplifies many rare thoughts on the
rights of human life and their violation. The aim of this study is to uncover the messages about
human rights found in the Pathupattu, which is considered to be the foremost in Sangam

literature.
LSHILILITL 146V LO6vTI%5 2 flew o6

U168 F T (1D

WlepTHefledr gm HMleiTLly, W  FHwTHD, Shgieu THWTHLD LO6sIH6T 6TemevTiLs
2 uflflesThisemnsr ST 1g6DID SH6eTeWesTd STEET 2 WTHSHEURTTS % (HGHIHMTET. ‘Lo6dIFHedT 6TedTM
CFTLIdHE ‘BlewerLiLiousst eTedsrmi GLIT[HET. L6l SHerewerts GUmeiTn &b LoestsEerm(h
@)ewewtibg euTpaslesTm @Lpedley jsusnienL_wi 2 _flewiolt LIMrmed $HGSLILIL TLogY|D 2 flenLodseir
FlewL_ds aufleusnss ClFIwd Blewsvullep|d, euTHISBTD UTLDEHENS: (LPEHDEMUI 6)FHSSHI6TETEITT.
FYPSTWSSV  ewFlewwiud, HVOVTPSSHMSW LD, HDHMSUJLD  euedlwmisgIeuCHT({H
wefllaCrw wrestenu CuwibLBSSHISIDGI. wefls surpallssr 2 fewwasewearts uHlujb, 2 Mepio
Bmev upBluyd L Gevddlwniser oflw L HAhseweTsenar eT(HdbgIdhsTL (PBSTNET. Fhidkh
@evsFlwmiseafley poHeTewwOWITS: HHBSLULUGBLLD LUSHILTL 1960 STenTlILIBHID evfls 2 fleniodssir
upPlw QFFlEemer Ceuaflds6lsTeanTiouCs @)susuriiey CHTHELOTELD.

27. ap.womedlest]
W Chr wpewestoui LI L Sy iieureri, OlpTIIe]SHHIewD, (LPEHOTOUT &.FETHT,
o iey Qpplwrert,yssfls Asiemeu serermi & ssvgril,&maF rmiiusref- 620 002

malinirameshkumar1984@gmail.com



mailto:kamaleshwaran.r@bdu.ac.in
mailto:malinirameshkumar1984@gmail.com

M. Malini, Full-Time Ph.D Scholar,Department Of Tamil
Dr. K.Sujatha Research Guide, Holy Cross College(Autonomous)Tiruchappalli-620002

Andal Priyadarshini in the novel Kidangu Right to Life of Dalits

Abstract

Among the literatures of this time, the most popular literature is novels. Among them,
Andal Priyadarshini's novels highlight the problems of people's rights to life and their solutions.
The notable novel is the kidangu . In this novel, the inner and outer lives of autopsy workers
are discussed in detail. This novel, which realistically describes the problems, hardships, and
sufferings faced by the workers who dissect the disfigured corpses that appear disgusting to
look at in a normal mood, provides a new reading experience. The simple life of people who
interact with corpses every day creates images that are both heavy and disturbing. The

struggles of the Dalit people for their right to life are displayed in the novel kidangu
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Sithargal Koorum Manidha Urimaigal

Abstract

Human rights have undergone various stages of evolution. It is a fundamental right for a
human being to secure and fulfill the basic necessities required for living. If society fails to
provide these necessities, the modern era has created a situation in which individuals can
demand and obtain these rights. Bhakti literature, including the songs of the Siddhas, strongly
emphasizes a human life free from caste and religious discrimination. Siddhar songs were
composed with the noble intention of asserting the right to protect the body — which safeguards
life from birth to death — and the belief that every living being should have access to the path
that leads to the Divine. Although Siddha literature does not explicitly state “ these are human
rights”, it firmly upholds essential principles such as compassion towards all beings, yogic
deciplines, the idea that God and the importance of women'’s rights. It clearly asserts that
women should not be viewed with contempt and that they, too possess rightful status and
dignity in society. This article examines these aspects highlighted in Siddha literature.
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S.Ramakrishnan Puthinagalil Manitha Urimaigal

Abstract

S. Ramakrishnan's novels are a reflection of human rights and social inquiry.
Nedunguruti, Sancharam, Itakai, Thuil — A Multifaceted Analysis. Human rights are generally
viewed as legal and political principles defined by the United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) or the constitutions of countries. However, literary fictions deeply
record the theoretical and fundamental aspects of human rights — such as human dignity,
psychological equality, and the need for compassion - that go beyond the legal framework. S.
S. Ramakrishnan’s literary oeuvre, especially his four major novels Idakkai, Nedunguruti, Thuil
and Sanjaaram, focus on human rights issues embedded in the oppressed societies, historical
distortions and physical vulnerabilities of the Tamil land. This paper analyses the expressions
of human rights embodied in the above novels, beyond objective legal definitions, on subtle
bases such as the right to historical dignity, sovereignty over the body and the right to
compassion, and situates them within a comprehensive social philosophical framework. S.
Ramakrishnan’s works bring into the social discourse the central question of what a human
being demands when basic dignity is violated by multiple layers of power (caste, state,

disease, economy).
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Human Rights in Tamil Literature
Abstract

The purpose of this article is to highlight human rights in Tamil literature. The
Silappadikaram shows how the king should rule with a scepter by admonishing the political
prisoners. At the same time, it highlights how the rights of the people should be given
importance. The Manimekalai Kaappiyam talks about rights such as eliminating hunger and
fulfilling the basic needs of a person. Bharathiyar praises women’s rights in his poetry and
protects femininity. In the Periya Purana, Sekkizhar puts an end to caste-based problems and

says that everyone is equal.
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Jayakanthan’s something Human rights that some people say
Abstract
The human rights issues faced by the character ganga through Jayakanthan’s novel.

This article also discusses the problems faced by wowen in today’s society and their solution.
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Human Rights in Literature
Abstract
This paper explores how human rights are shown through literature. It examines how
stories poems and novels present issues such as freedom equality injustice and oppression.
The study also explains how writers portray people’s struggles,suffering , and awareness of
their rights through their works. Overall, the paper shows that literature is an important way
to understand human rights and to create awareness and positive change in society.
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A Study on Opportunities and Vulnerabilities of Teenage Girls in Tamil Nadu — with Special
Reference to Tiruchirappalli district
33. Dr J. Theresa Rosetti
Assistant Professor & Head Department of History,Holy Cross College,(Autonomous)

Tiruchirappalli,Affiliated to Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli.
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Abstract

Human rights are the rights of all to equal opportunities for social, economic and
psychological development are prescribed and not on the basis of race, colour, caste , religion
or gender. The situation has deteriorated to such extent that the majority are deprived of the
opportunity to develop them and denied their natural human rights to personal development.
Children form a vulnerable section of human societies. Adolescence is a transformative
developmental stage marked by physical, emotional, social, and cognitive transitions. For
teenage girls, these changes are often intensified by gender norms, academic pressure, safety
concerns, and social expectations. In many Indian contexts, including urban and semi-urban
regions such as Tiruchirappalli, teenage girls encounter unique challenges that demand
systemic support from both families and institutions. The questionnaire has been provided to
students ranging from 13 -18 years old both in schools and colleges to understand the
opportunities and challenges faced by teenage girls in Tiruchirappalli district.

Keywords: Social expectations, Vulnerabilities, Gender norms , Safety Concern
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Revisiting Tirukkural: Ethical Foundations Of Human Rights In

Ancient Tamil Thought

Abstract

Tirukkural holds a remarkable place in Tamil literature as it presents universal
principles of morality, virtue, justice and human dignity. Tirukkural written by Tiruvalluvar is
considered as Universal Scripture as it transcends the shackles of caste, religion, creed and
culture of the people across the country. This paper explores the selected couplets from the
sections on Aram (virtue), Porul (statecraft), and Inbam (love) and how the teachings of
Tiruvalluvar advocate the social justice, communal harmony and upliftment of marginalised
communities. The paper tries to trace out the human rights philosophy exhorted in the
Tirukkural and its striking relevance to contemporary human rights discourse.

Keywords: Tirukkural, Human rights, Tamil literature
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Digital Age Changes and Human Rights: New Interpretations of the

Indian Constitution

Abstract

India’s digital transformation is directly challenging tractional interpretations of
fundamental constitutional rights. Developments in artificial intelligence, big data, digital
surveillance, cybersecurity, and internet freedom are rapidly reshaping how freedoms such as
speech, privacy, equality, access to information’s and dignity are defined and protected under
the digital India in Digital India initiative. This study examines how the constitutional is
strengthening its protection of human rights in the digital age and where it faces challenges.
In particular, it focuses on judicial interpretations of the Right to privacy, amendments to data
protection laws, restrictions on online freedom of expression, and the implications of digital
governance for citizens’ huma rights. Firstly, this article will focus on how new technological
environments, such as digital surveillance and artificial intelligence, are changing the
functioning of fundamental rights guaranteed to citizens in the Indian constitution. Secondly,
what new legal and policy changes regarding information security and privacy pose new
interpretations and challenges in the protection of human rights? And finally, will try to explore
how digital governance and e- governance initiatives impact human rights especially equality
ad fair access to opportunities? This study will highlight the need for continues application,
revision of the Indian constitution to protect human rights, while accounting for the challenges
of the digital age. It will also provide a scientific explanation of how the constitution and human
rights are being interpreted in modern India.

Key Words: Artificial Intelligence, Indian Constitution, Digital Era, Human Rights

Human Rights and Cultural Deviations:
An Analysis of Un-Islamic Practices in Tamil Nadu
36. Ms. K.Thahira Banu,

Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of History, Holy Cross College
(Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli-02
Abstract

Islam offers comprehensive guidance for all human situations, emphasizing
practical acts of worship and ethical principles intended to meet the spiritual, physical,
psychological, and social needs of individuals. However, within Tamil Nadu’s Islamic society,

several entrenched social practices—such as the dowry system, extravagant marriages, and
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domestic violence—have become widespread despite having no basis in the Quran or
Sunnah. These customs stand in direct contradiction to Islamic teachings and represent clear
cultural deviations that undermine fundamental human rights. The persistence of these un-
Islamic practices can be attributed to limited knowledge of authentic Islamic teachings, societal
pressures, and the desire to maintain social status. This paper seeks to highlight the gap
between the true principles of Islam and the lived practices of many Muslims in the region,
while working to dispel misconceptions and misunderstandings that contribute to these

harmful traditions.

FROM PYRE TO PRICE TAG: THE UNBROKEN CHAIN OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN
37. Dr. C. Jeeva Selvi
Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of History,Holy Cross, College
(Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli, jeevashana2013@hcctrichy.ac.in

Abstract

India is a country known for its rich diversity in culture, traditions and beliefs. India
is also fondly regarded as ‘mother country’ by its countrymen. During the ancient period,
people regarded women as goddesses and gave them an important position in society. While
ancient Indian society provided women relatively equal opportunities, post-Vedic times saw a
decline in their status and property rights were denied to them. Men considered women as
objects of lust and childbearing machines. According to the Manu Dharma Shastra,
independent status was forbidden to women. This article will explore the impact of major social
evils like Sati and Dowry on women and the efforts taken through the Indian Constitution to
eradicate these evils.

Keywords: Sati, Dowry, Kanyadan, Varadaksina

TRANSGENDER LEGAL RIGHTS Vs. SOCIO-ECONOMIC REALITIES IN TAMIL NADU
38. Ms. Preethi R,
Assistant Professor, PG & Research Department of History,Holy Cross College
(Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli.Email id: preethiramesh6006@gmail.com

Abstract

The Research Paper “Transgender Legal Rights Vs. Socio-economic realities in Tamil
Nadu” helps to understand the progressive legal framework and the persistent socio-economic
challenges faced by transgender individuals in Tamil Nadu. Despite the progressive legal
frameworks, such as the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act 2019, the

Transgender Welfare Board, and Healthcare, etc., transgender persons continue to face



unemployment, family rejection, discrimination, homelessness and societal stigma. This study
explores the disparity between the challenges experienced by transgender individuals and the
implementation of legal policies. It highlights the socio-economic barriers and the role of
judiciary directives and grassroots activism in Tamil Nadu. It further argues for the
strengthened implementation of legal rights, social policies and the role of society to support
and effectively implement the legal recognition, and for the socio-economic upliffment of
transgender population in Tamil Nadu.

Keywords: Transgender, barriers, Act, Legal Rights, Challenges, Upliftment.

DIMENSIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF TAMIL NADU
E.V.RAMASAMAY (PERIYAR) AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF EQUALITY AND
RATIONALISM
39.Ms. P.Sharubla
Ms. R.suba Sri & Mr. S.Mohammed Riyas,| MA History,Holy Cross College
(Autonomous), Trichy

Abstract

The history of Tamil Nadu offers a vibrant foundation for understanding the
development of human rights, especially through the revolutionary ideas of E.V. Ramasamy
Periyar. His philosophy of equality and rationalism served as a transformative force that
challenged caste hierarchy, religious orthodoxy, gender inequality, and social discrimination.
This paper examines the evolution of human rights in Tamil Nadu and analyses how Periyar’s
Self-Respect Movement, rationalist critique, and social reforms reshaped the political and
cultural landscape of the region. It argues that Periyar’s lifelong struggle for social justice not
only democratized pubilic life but also laid a foundational framework for contemporary human
rights debates in Tamil Nadu. His legacy continues to influence movements for equality,

dignity, and rational thought in modern India.

CONTEMPORARY HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES
40. Ms. S.lakshana & Ms. S.Sarumathi
Class: 1I-M.A.History, HOLY CROSS, COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), TIRCHIRAPPALLI

Abstract

Contemporary human rights issues reflect the complex interplay of technological
change, geopolitical tension, environmental pressures, and evolving social norms. Key
challenges include the erosion of privacy and freedom of expression in the digital sphere,

where widespread surveillance, algorithmic bias, and disinformation threaten civil liberties.



Armed conflicts and political instability continue to produce large-scale displacement,
exposing gaps in international refugee protection frameworks. Environmental degradation and
climate change increasingly intersect with human rights, disproportionately affecting
marginalized populations and raising questions about state and corporate accountability.
Persistent inequalities—rooted in gender, race, economic status, and disability—highlight the
need for stronger enforcement mechanisms and inclusive policies. Although international
human rights law provides a robust normative foundation, inconsistent implementation and
rising authoritarianism undermine progress. Addressing these issues requires coordinated
global action, strengthened institutions, and renewed commitment to universal human dignity.

Key Words: Digital surveillance, Refugee Crisis, Climate Change, Inequality.

CONTEMPORY HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE
41. MS. A. ANISAH
Class: II-M.A. History, HOLY CROSS, COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), TIRCHIRAPPALLI

Abstract

This study examines the violation of women’s rights as a major contemporary human
rights issue in India. Despite constitutional guarantees of equality and numerous protective
laws, omen continue to face severe physical, psychological, and structural violence. The
presentation highlights key forms of abuse including acid attacks, child marriage, domestic
violence, female infanticide and sex-selective abortion, eve-teasing, and reproductive control.
Statistical evidence from police records shows that crimes against women have more than
doubled in the past decade, with one case reported every two minutes in India. The study also
reviews major legal measures—from the Hindu Widows Remarriage Act of 1856 to the
Protection of Women from Domvestic Violence Act of 2005 and POCSO Act of 2012—
highlighting the state ongoing efforts to address gender-based violence. The abstract
concludes that protecting women’s rights is essential for achieving true human rights, and
stronger awareness, stricter implementation, and collective societal responsibility are urgently

required.

THE CASTE AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICE OF NAYAK PERIOD - A STUDY
42. Ms. C. Maheswari,Ms. D. Sophiya & Ms.S. Sherlin deepa
I MA History,HOLY CROSS, COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), TIRCHIRAPPALLI

Abstract
The Nayak period (16th-18th Century) in Tamil Nadu was marked by major political

and evolving social structures. This paper examines how caste and religion shaped the society



during this era, from the sources of temple inscription, literary sources and Research Articles.
The caste system remained in occupational divisions like Brahmins, Vellars, Chettiyars,
Kaikollars, Kammavars, Konar, Marvar and Pallar. The majority of people belonging to Hindu
religion and also Muslims and christians had their own settlements in Kayalpattinam, Nagore
and Tirunelveli. The wide practice of the Valankai and Idangai system was also exciting in
Nayak society. Finally this study explores how the caste and religion practice effected in Nayak
society and education. This research article examines the social conditions and its Inhuman
practice of the Nayak period.
LABOUR RIGHTS IN TAMILNADU
43. Ms. P.Sharubla ,Ms. R.suba sri, Mr. S.Mohammed Riyas
I MA History, HOLY CROSS COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), TRICHY

Abstract

Labour rights from the foundation of fair employment practices and ensure equality
and safety of workers. this paper examines the particular labour rights, based on government
policy report and some academic articles related labour protection. The paper highlights the
need for strengthening safety increasing awareness among workers and promoting equality.
The role of tamandu manual workers act-1982, and times of India articles 2023 this paper give

the details information and my point of ideas.

“RESERVATION POLICIES AND THE RIGHT TO EQUALITY IN TAMIL NADU”
44. Ms. Mounika P

[ MA History,HOLY CROSS, COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), TIRCHIRAPPALLI
Abstract

Reservation policies in Tamil Nadu have played a crucial role in ensuring social justice,
especially for socially and educationally backward communities. Rooted in the ideals of the
Indian Constitution, these policies aim to promote equality by providing fair opportunities in
education, employment, and political representation. Tamil Nadu is known for having one of
the highest reservation percentages in India, evolving through various legal reforms and social
movements such as the Justice Party, the Non-Brahmin Movement, and contributions by
leaders like Periyar E.V. Ramasamy. The Right to Equality under Articles 14-18 of the Indian
Constitution guarantees equal treatment to every citizen, while also allowing affirmative action
to uplift marginalized groups. Tamil Nadu’s reservation framework, currently extending up to
69%, reflects an effort to balance constitutional equality with socio-economic realities.
However, debates continue around issues of merit, creamy-layer policies, inclusion of other

disadvantaged groups, and the role of the judiciary in reviewing reservation limits. This study



examines the historical background, legal provisions, and socio-political impact of reservation
in Tamil Nadu, highlighting how affirmative action has contributed to broader social mobility
while still facing challenges in achieving complete equality. The abstract concludes that
reservation remains a vital instrument for social empowerment, but continuous reforms are

needed to ensure inclusion, fairness, and sustainable development for future generations.

CASTE, RELIGION AND HUMAN RIGHTS:
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE FROM THE CHOLA TO NAYAK PERIODS
45. R. Nigashini,R .Gowtham priyadharsan
Il MA History,Holy Cross College(Autonomous)mnigashinirangaraj@gmail.com
Abstract
This study explores the evolution of caste structures, religious practices, and human
rights perspectives in South India from the Chola (9th—13th century) to the Nayak (16th— 18th
century) periods. During the Chola era, a highly stratified social order was reinforced through
temple-centered administration, land grants, and hereditary occupational divisions, which
institutionalized caste hierarchies. While the period withessed remarkable achievements in
art, architecture, and local governance, social mobility remained limited, and rights were
largely defined by caste status. The subsequent Vijayanagara and Nayak periods introduced
significant religious pluralism through the growth of Bhakti traditions, which emphasized
personal devotion and questioned caste rigidity. Despite this, traditional social boundaries
persisted in administrative and economic spheres. Evidence from inscriptions, literary works,
and temple records indicates both continuity and gradual transformation in social rights,
access to resources, and cultural participation. The paper concludes that although human
rights in the modern sense did not exist, evolving religious movements and administrative
changes slowly reshaped ideas of equality, dignity, and community inclusion, laying early

foundations for later social reform in Tamil society.

WOMEN'S RIGHT AND SOCIAL ROLE IN ANCIENT TAMIL LITERATURE
46.Ms. S. SRI KOUSALYA

II MA History, HOLYCROSS COLLEGE(AUTONOMOUS),sfm24hi012@hcctrichy.ac.in
Abstract

Ancient Tamil literature, particularly the Sangam corpus (300 BCE-300 CE), provides
a rich portrayal of women'’s rights, social positions, and contributions to early Tamil society.
Texts such as Ettuthogai and Pattuppattu depict women as active participants in familial,
economic, and cultural spheres, challenging the assumption that ancient societies were

uniformly patriarchal. Women appear as poets, rulers, warriors, lovers, and moral guardians,



highlighting a social environment that valued their intellect, emotional agency, and social
responsibility. Literary figures like Avvaiyar exemplify women’s prominence in scholarship and
political counsel. Sangam poems show women exercising rights in choosing partners,
expressing emotions openly, and participating in agricultural and pastoral economies. The
ethical texts (Didactic Literature) such as Tirukkural emphasize women’s virtue, domestic
leadership, and importance in maintaining social harmony. Although bound by certain cultural
expectations, women in ancient Tamil literature are depicted as respected individuals with
autonomy, dignity, and a central role in community life. Collectively, this literature reveals a
nuanced understanding of gender roles, where women enjoyed significant social recognition,

moral authority, and cultural influence.



